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As you observe children playing or interacting with others, you may hear people say: “He is just like his 

daddy” or “she’s a spitting image of her mom.” Maybe you have even said these things yourself. The one I 
heard (and said) most often during my teaching career was, “The apple does not fall far from the tree.”  
Sometimes, of course, those comments refer to physical traits, like when the boy and girl looks like one of 
their parents – blue eyes, brown hair, extreme height. Perhaps more often, however, they can refer to 
behavioral or emotional characteristics. 

And while someone making one of these comments may be giving a compliment to the child and the 
family, it can also be an observation of negative traits that have been handed down through the generations.  

Such is the case for the character we are introduced to today in our text: King Ahaziah. If we go back to 
the last part of 1 Kings, we get a three-verse summary of him. Listen to the highlights. He is the son of King 
Ahab (whose death we heard about in last week’s message), he reigns over Israel for two years, and he follows 
the ways of his father and mother, Ahab and Jezebel, who do evil in the eyes of the Lord, and in turn arouse 
the Lord’s anger. The apple does not fall far from the tree, we might say, and this is not a compliment to him 
nor to his family.   
 Our scene today begins with trouble in the northern kingdom of Israel, where King Ahaziah is reigning.  
Although his father’s reign was a spiritual disaster, it was a time of political security and economic prosperity. 
Not so for Ahaziah. The kingdom of Moab, which had been ruled by Israel since the days of David, is seeking its 
independence, likely signaling a decline of Israel’s power and the coming judgment of God. While this should 
have been an area of utmost concern for Ahaziah, his focus appears to be more on himself and his well-being.   
 After apparently leaning against a wooden screen and falling from a second-floor balcony to the 
ground below, he is injured. We don’t know the exact details of his troubles – perhaps damage to an internal 
organ or some type of paralysis ‒ but we do know the question that haunts his mind as we see in verse 2. “Will 
I get better?” It’s a perfectly fair question – one we would ask as well if we were in his situation. The problem 
lies not in the question, however, but in the source he uses to try and find the answer. 
 “Go!” he says to the messengers that he gathers before him. “Go to Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron and 
ask if I will recover. I need to know the answer.” 
 To whom are these messengers going…this Baal-zebub? When we pull the name apart, we discover a 
combination of two Hebrew words:  baal, meaning “lord or god” and zebub, which in its noun form means 
“fly.” You put the two back together and you get “lord of the flies.” This “fly god,” which may have been used 
at one time to ward off plagues that were brought on by flies, was housed at Ekron, one of the major Philistine 
cities. It was also thought to have the power of prophecy…of predicting the future. You can see why, then, 
that King Ahaziah sends his messengers to this destination to find the answer to his burning question. 
 Some might say, as they likely did during Elijah’s time, “What’s the harm? It’s only a piece of wood or 
stone.” That may well be true, but when it becomes part of an act of worship -- thinking that it can give us 
direction and power apart from the Lord -- it becomes something far more concerning.  
 We see that fleshed out a bit more when we consider how the word appears in the New Testament, in 
Matthew 12, in the Greek form, Beelzebul. It’s this passage, where Jesus heals a demon-possessed man who 
was both blind and mute, that he is accused (incorrectly) by the Pharisees of getting his healing power from 
Beelzebul, who they say is the ruler of demons, which would be Satan himself. When you look at this word, 
you can see what serious trouble Ahaziah is in when he sends his messengers to seek out answers from such a 
source, a source other than the Lord.   



 

 
 Serious trouble was also evident in the church in Europe during the 16th century when they were 
relying on things other than God, his work, and his Word. Instead of relying on him for salvation, for example, 
they were selling indulgences, something that troubled Martin Luther and other leaders of the Reformation. 
Indulgences were when you paid a fee so that saints from the past, who supposedly had lived such righteous 
lives and had extra merit, could pass on their merit to someone else. In other words, you could actually buy 
their righteousness and apply it to your own life or even to the lives of family members. Pay a few pence, and 
you can get your mother or grandmother out of purgatory.     
 This practice was also abused at times. For example, in 1517, history tells us that a friar by the name of 
Johann Tetzel began to sell indulgences – not to save souls and keep them out of hell – but to raise funds for 
the building project at St Peter’s Basilica in Rome. 
 This practice of removing the Lord as our source of power and direction has not been limited to the 
times of the kings in Israel nor to the time of the Reformation. The problem has persisted throughout the 
centuries and continues yet today. For example, there are people who still want to know their future and will 
go to a psychic, have their palms read, consult a Ouija board, use tera cards, or read a horoscope.   
 There are other practices today that use slightly different terminology and may seem less extreme, but 
they, too, remove the Lord as the source of power and direction. Leaders in what some call “energy healing” 
will hover their hands above a person to supposedly remove things that block energy from you, energy that 
can help provide guidance for your life. Some in this movement claim to act as a “conduit” for the universal 
life force energy that exists all around us. With most of these services, however, the true conduit in this world 
(God) is left out of the equation. 
 Some of you hearing this sermon today may be thinking that you would never engage in such an 
activity, and that may be true. However, there are more subtle ways to leave God out of the equation when it 
comes to making decisions about our lives: consulting with a friend or mentor who isn’t firmly grounded in the 
faith, going to a counselor who doesn’t follow sound Christian teaching, seeking guidance from the internet or 
social media that contradicts what God’s Word teaches. And let’s be honest, the more subtle the technique, 
the more dangerous it can be for Satan to gradually leads us away from the Lord.    
 King Ahaziah, while continuing his journey apart from the Lord, is confronted about his waywardness. 
God intervenes in the situation, as we would expect, and he uses his servant, Elijah, to accomplish the task.  
An angel of the Lord comes to Elijah, as we read in verse 3, and gives him clear instructions for what he is to 
do: “Go, Elijah, and stop those messengers of the king. Don’t let them make that journey, but ask them 
instead, “Why are you going to this god, this Baal-zebub, to find out if the king will recover? Is there no God in 
Israel that you can call upon?” He has other words to say as well, words that are intended specifically for the 
king: “You tell Ahaziah that this very act, this very decision that he has made to consult a false god will result in 
terminal illness. He will never get better.”  
 There must have been some forceful spiritual presence that persuaded the king’s delegation to turn 
back from their destination, since they didn’t know who this stranger was. When they eventually return to the 
king and share the news they have been told, Ahaziah responds in verse 7 with just one question: “What sort 
of man was this?” From the description they shared, he knew at once that it was Elijah the Tishbite. 
 The king had heard all about this thorn-in-the-flesh prophet from his mother and father, including how 
he had interfered with their wicked rule. Now, here he is again, hounding their wicked son. Ahaziah is furious 
that Elijah would attempt to route his plans and immediately puts things in motion to have him arrested (verse 
9). 
 Apparently, King Ahaziah is either a slow learner or has a faulty memory (or both), for he fails to 
remember the things that happened to his parents, things that demonstrated that the Lord is stronger and 
mightier than any wicked plans people can put in place. His first troop of fifty men is consumed by fire as they 
try to arrest Elijah. Then his second troop is consumed by fire. And his third troop would have been, too, if the 
captain had not pleaded for mercy.  



 

 In the end, Elijah the Tishbite confronts Ahaziah face to face (verse 16). “Is there no God in Israel,” he 
asks him, “that you needed to seek help from this god in Ekron?” He knows the king’s heart and fearlessly 
pronounces God’s judgment against him: “Because you have turned to this false deity, you will never recover 
but will surely die.”        
 On this Sunday we also remember how God used the fearless nature of Martin Luther, who was so 
troubled by that practice of indulgences that he felt called to speak out against them. Luther had been 
convicted after spending time meditating on God’s Word, especially the book of Romans, chapter 1, verses 16 
and 17. There we read that it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes, and that the 
just will live by faith in Jesus Christ – not by their works.   
 Not necessarily intending to start a reformation, but rather to spur discussion and debate in the 
church, Luther nailed his 95 theses – written in the Latin, the language of the church and not the people -- to 
the door at the Wittenburg Castle church. The discussion he hoped to have with the religious leaders never 
really happened, but by the moving of the Holy Spirit and through a wide variety of circumstances, the 
reformation was born – a time where the church was called back to seek the right source, the Lord God as 
revealed to us in his Word. 
 Turning the clock back even farther, we see a similar type of revival in the church during the time when 
a carpenter walked this earth. The church at the time had grown cold with all types of rules and regulations 
that were weighing people down. Leaders in the church legitimately thought they were seeking the right 
source by dotting every i and crossing every t of their laws. The right source, however, the Messiah, the one 
for whom they had been waiting, was right before them, yet their hearts were so hard, like King Ahaziah’s, 
that they could not see it. Eventually they nailed him not to the door of a church but to a cross of wood. 
 Those religious leaders thought their old ways were preserved after the event, but God had other 
plans, and by Christ’s defeat of death, his resurrection from the grave, and the powerful outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, a revival was born that set the church on fire.   

Today God still has the power to bring judgment on those who refuse to follow him, like he did for King 
Ahaziah, but he also has the power to kindle a fire in our hearts as we seek him through prayer and as we 
meditate on his Word. May God bring this type of renewal in our lives so that we would seek the right paths – 
paths that draw us close to him and to his ways. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.  
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