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We come to the end of our Prophets and Kings sermon series, a series focusing on the ministries of
Elijah and Elisha. It’s a fitting place to end. It’s fitting even though this is not the last story about Elisha; there is
one more story in 2 Kings 13. But even though it’s not the last story about the prophet, it is the last story
about the king. The house of Ahab will come to a violent end in our passage, just as Elijah had prophesied.
Ahab and his sons have been the bad guys in this series from the very first sermon. Way back in early
September, we first met Ahab. The Bible showed us a wicked king who cared nothing for the ways of the Lord
and who killed God’s prophets. In this story the house of Ahab gets what’s coming to it. They receive their just
desserts. And it comes through a man named Jehu.

Let’s read how that happens. The story lasts two chapters. I'll just read 2 Kings 9:1-26 and I'll tell the
rest of the story as part of my sermon.

Jehu is a man on a mission and he’s just getting started. You can kind of feel that in what | just read.
You sense it in the way the anointing goes down. There’s no other anointing quite like it. It’s like a drive-by
anointing. The prophet pours oil on the unsuspecting Jehu and then runs for his life. Chad and | were talking
about the passage last week and we agreed: it was like the prophet lights a fuse on a keg of dynamite and as
soon as the fuse starts to sizzle, he skedaddles because he doesn’t want to get caught up in the explosion.

And it really is an explosion. Jehu rides like a maniac to Jezreel. And when the king finally comes out to
meet him, Jehu pronounces judgment on him and puts an arrow between his shoulder blades. He takes
Joram’s body and throws it into Naboth’s field; he offers the king’s blood as payment for Naboth’s blood. But
the killing doesn’t stop there. Ahaziah, the unfortunate King of Judah, happens to be in town on a state visit.
He’s not part of Ahab’s family, but Jehu chases him down and kills him too.

Then Jehu rides into the city to find Jezebel. She’s up in the window of a high tower doing her makeup.
She’s all dressed up and she calls down from the window mocking Jehu. Jehu calls up to the top of the tower,
“Is there anyone up there on my side?” Two servants poke their heads out a window. “Throw her down,” he
says, and they do. Once she’s hit the ground Jehu runs over her with his horses and chariots. Later, when he
sends men to come back and bury her, all that’s left is her head and her hands. Dogs have devoured the rest of
Jezebel.

Still Jehu is not done. The next day he rides to Samaria where 70 young members of Ahab’s family are
in the care of noblemen of the city. These descendants must be pretty young because they are still under their
guardianship. Ahab sends a message to those guardians: either put one of Ahab’s descendants on the throne,
proclaim him king, and come out and fight me, or kill them all and send me their heads. The guardians are
terrified of Jehu, so they slaughter their young charges, put their heads in baskets and send them to Jehu. Jehu
takes the heads and piles them up at the gates of the city of Samaria as a public exhibit.

He’s still not done. It turns out that some visitors from Judah have come up to pay their respects to the
King of Israel. They are Judeans, relatives of Ahaziah, the king of Judah who Jehu killed the day before. Jehu
meets them outside the city, and even though they are not of Ahab’s tribe, he kills them too. All 42 of them.

Wait there’s more. Jehu then pretends to hold a great feast to the god Baal. He invites all the Baal
worshippers and all the Baal priests to the Baal temple pretending that he wants to worship with them. When
they arrive, he slaughters all of them, burns the temple to the ground and turns it into a latrine. Then and only
then does Jehu put down his sword of vengeance.

| wonder, how does that story make you feel? How does it sit with you? Do you feel a sense of
satisfaction? Do you feel a sense of justice done, a sense of just desserts?



In general, we human beings love a good ‘just desserts’ story. We love a story where a bad guy gets
what’s coming to him, and the good guys come out on top. We tell a lot of those stories. Many fairy tales
stories are structured this way. At the end of Disney’s Snow White, the wicked queen who tried to kill Snow
White dies by falling off a cliff. And we say, Hurray! Just desserts! At the end of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast,
Gaston the cruel bully, dies by falling from a tower in the castle and we feel like justice has been done. At the
end of the original Star Wars movie, the Death Star blows up destroying the evil forces of the empire. The
movie ends with the triumphant rebel forces celebrating their victory while Chewbacca goes “braaah!” and we
leave the theater smiling from ear to ear.

Is that how you feel after Jehu’s story? When | tell you everything that Jehu has done, does it feel like a
nice, squared off, just desserts story? Or are your feelings messier than that? Are our feelings more
complicated than that?

| will admit to you my feelings are much more complicated. On the one hand | am glad to see Ahab’s
dynasty come to an end. | am glad to see Jezebel get what’s coming to her. | am glad to see the temple of Baal
destroyed. But when | read the story as a whole, | don’t feel that sense of satisfaction, | feel unsettled. Maybe
you do too.

As | sorted out why this week, | think there are 2 reasons for that. The first reason has to do with the
way Jehu does justice. On the one hand, there is no question that Jehu is doing God’s will in this passage. God
has called him to destroy all the descendants of Ahab. That is God’s judgement, it is righteous, and Jehu
properly executes that judgement. God brings the judgment to restore shalom. When | read the passage, |
tried to emphasize for you how often the word shalom appears. It’s a key word in the text. God is restoring
balance. The blood of the prophets and the blood of Naboth and the blood of all the other people Ahab has
killed cries out from the ground. So, in verse 26 when Jehu dumps Joram’s body into Naboth’s field, he says,
“Yesterday, | saw the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons, declares the Lord, and | will surely make you
pay for it on this plot of ground, declares the Lord.” In the Hebrew the word for make you pay is the verbal
form of Shalom. | will make peace through Joram’s blood. Joram’s blood will pacify the land. Justice will be
done. So that part of Jehu’s work seems like just desserts. Verse 26 seems just, proportionate.

But as we saw, verse 26 is not the end of the story and during the rest of the story, sometimes it seems
as though Jehu is on a rampage. He’s not delivering justice in a careful thoughtful manner, he’s not doing
justice judiciously, he’s killing everything in his path. Some of the destruction is in line with God’s assignment,
but some of it isn’t. Ahaziah the king of Judah, is he a descendant of Ahab? Is he one of the people God tells
Jehu to kill? No. But Jehu kills him. What about those 42 innocent people who were coming up from Judah on
a state visit? They weren’t soldiers; they were basically tourists. Never mind, Jehu kills them too. According to
God’s law, proportional justice is an eye of an eye and a tooth for a tooth, but Jehu takes more than an eye
and more than a tooth.

The other thing that makes me feel ambivalent is the larger arc of the story. Yes, Jehu wins a victory for
justice here. Yes, the bad guys get what they deserve, and the power of Baal is broken. But is this a ‘happy
ever after’ ending? In the long arc of the story, is this all moving towards a happy ending for the northern
kingdoms in Israel? No, it isn’t. Israel does not turn towards godliness and obedience. Israel does not give up
on idol worship. No sooner has Jehu finished destroying the house of Ahab and doing God'’s justice, then he
turns his back. Chapter 10 verse 31, “Yet Jehu was not careful to keep the law of the Lord...he did not turn
away from the sins of Jeroboam.” The victory is momentary. The Kings continue to fail. The fact is, in less than
100 years the Northern kingdom will be utterly destroyed, and all its people will be taken into exile. So not
happily ever after.

When you consider how things end for the Northern Kingdoms, it’s worth asking the question: Were
the ministries of Elijah and Elisha a success? Or were they a failure? It’s a fair question. Think about it: they
spent their whole lives trying to turn Israel back to the Lord. All the miracles they did, all the prophesies they
delivered were intended to turn Israel away from Baal and towards the living God. Is that what happened? No.
Despite all their efforts Israel never got off the road to perdition. From a certain way of measuring success, the



prophets’ mission seems to have failed. Now | know, standing here today and thinking of their Biblical
standing, Elijah and Elisha were great men, but in their own day and for 100’s of years afterwards, their
ministry would have looked like a noble failure. (There’s a lesson there on what we count as success and how
we measure ministry success and ministry failure in the short term.)

Put those two things together: the excesses of Jehu’s violence and the fact that none of this keeps
Israel from falling into ruin, and it’s easy to feel ambivalent about Jehu’s work.

Actually, the Bible itself is ambivalent about Jehu’s work. On the one hand, in chapter 10 the Lord
rewards Jehu for destroying the house of Ahab. “Because you took care of them like | asked, I'll keep your
family on the throne for four generations.” That’s positive! But right after that, as I've already mentioned, you
have the news that Jehu didn’t follow God’s laws. And then there’s this: The prophet Hosea prophesied
roughly 50 years after Jehu during the reign of Jeroboam Il (Jehu’s great-grandson). Hosea has a son and the
Lord tells him to name his son Jezreel because, “I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at
Jezreel.” So, in Hosea 1:4, the Holy Spirit himself, through the mouth of the prophet tells us that there is
something off about Jehu’s rampage. If you felt uncomfortable as | told the story of Jehu’s rampage earlier in
the sermon, your sense of discomfort is validated by Hosea’s words.

What | want you to see this morning is that your discomfort with the Jehu story is appropriate, and,
more importantly, your discomfort is pointing you towards Jesus. Every human being in this story fails. The
Kings fail. They are supposed to lead Israel in the paths of justice and righteousness. Instead, they abuse their
subjects and chase idols. Despite their best efforts, the prophets fail. They bring the word of the Lord to the
people, they do it with signs and wonders, but it somehow doesn’t change people’s hearts. Jehu fails. He goes
overboard with his judgment and takes out innocent people. Ultimately the story of Israel in the book of Kings
is @ microcosm of all human disappointment and all human failure. This is what we humans do: we fail. We
make a mess. As we watch Israel implode, we know we’re watching a familiar movie.

At the end of the story, we see all this failure, and we know what we need: we need a judge who will
do perfect justice. We need a king who will reign with goodness and decency. We need a prophet who will
speak to our hearts, who will take away our hearts of stone and give us a heart of flesh. We need Jesus. Jesus,
our prophet, our priest, our King.

When you think about it, Jesus’ mission is like Jehu’s. Like Jehu, he is anointed by God to bring justice
and righteousness to the world. Like Jehu, Jesus makes a journey to this earth to confront sin and injustice and
evil. Like Jehu, Jesus comes to bring peace by shedding blood to pay for the injustices and sins of the past. Like
Jehu, Jesus would be within his right to shed the blood of the evildoers —and that’s us.

But unlike Jehu, Jesus does not come like a warrior in a chariot; he comes as a baby in a manger. Unlike
Jehu, Jesus does not kill everyone in his path, instead he comes with healing in his wings. Unlike Jehu, Jesus
does not shed the blood of the guilty, instead he gives his blood so that the impossible debt of sin and
injustice and violence and abuse and anger and deception and greed and hatred that we humans have
accumulated over the centuries could be paid. He paid it so that we could have peace.

This is good news for all the messes we humans make. It’s not just good news for the mess of Jehu and
Israel; it’s good news for the mess of our culture, the mess of our institutions, the mess of our leadership, not
to mention the mess of ourselves. Because when we anchor ourselves in King Jesus, we are anchored in
something above the mess. By grace, we are secured in heavenly places beyond all the human foolishness.
And when, in the middle of our mess, we come to his cross, when we sit at his feet, we know that at the end
of our untidy story, there will be a happy ending. ©ORev. Peter Jonker



