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Today, as the season of Lent begins, we start a new sermon series. The series is called Cross Words, 
because the whole season of Lent we will be thinking intentionally and deeply about the cross. The Bible is full 
of words about the cross – what it means for us, what Christ was doing on the cross, how it changes the world.  

Most of the Cross talk is in the New Testament; this week however, we will be in the Old Testament. 
Even though the crucifixion is a New Testament story, the Old Testament definitely points to the cross. That 
wasn’t always so obvious to the people who were reading the Old Testament at the time. It’s fair to say that, 
when Jesus died, his followers didn’t say, “This is what we were expecting! This is exactly what was predicted 
in the law and the prophets.” Quite the opposite, they all thought it was a disaster. It was only later that they 
looked back on the Old Testament and said, “Oh wait, the cross was there all along.” 

That comes out in the Emmaus Road story. Right after the resurrection, Jesus runs into two downcast 
followers. They don’t recognize him and they are down in the dumps because of the crucifixion. “We had 
hoped that he would be the one who would bring about redemption,” they said. “Guess we were wrong about 
that.” And Jesus, whom they still don’t recognize – says “C’mon guys, haven’t you read the prophets!? The 
Messiah was always supposed to suffer these things!” And then, “Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 
he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.” He goes through the whole Old 
Testament. 

Today I’m going to try to do for you what Jesus did to those two men walking along the Emmaus Road 
(though I won’t do it as well as him). Starting with Moses, I’m going to try to show you that the way of the 
cross is not an invention of the New Testament; the way of the cross runs all the way through the Old 
Testament. That means my text for this morning is the whole Old Testament. Don’t worry, I won’t read the 
whole thing. But in order to show you that way of the cross in the Old Testament, I will be referring to a whole 
range of texts. I will start where Jesus started: at the beginning. In this case, Genesis chapter 3. Adam and Eve 
have just sinned. They’ve made a mess of God’s good creation, and this is how the chapter ends.  
Read Genesis 3:21-24. 

So, let’s imagine that we are standing in the heavenly courtroom with God and all the angels right after 
Adam’s sin. God’s good creation has been devastated by Adam’s sin. God is standing in front of us looking out 
over the wreckage. He has a decision to make; what should he do next. Is this thing totaled? Is it a complete 
loss? Or is it worth saving? God has to decide, ‘Am I going to redeem this mess, or am I just going to bulldoze it 
and start over?’ 

Imagine that in the moment where God is making that decision, a consulting firm shows up. God 
doesn’t need consultants, so one of the angels must have hired them. They have been brought in to advise 
God on his decision. They introduce themselves. They are from the firm of Common Sense Consulting. They 
show us their card: “Common Sense Consulting: Maximum Profit. Minimum Pain.” “At Common Sense 
Consulting we leverage your resources and take hold of the low hanging fruit so that you can actualize 
actionable outcomes that move the needle on future results.”  

Their consulting team has finished their analysis. They’ve come up with a 300-page report with graphs 
and charts and now they come forward with a summary of their findings. “We have serious concerns about 
the prospects for this creation venture,” she says. “Our structural engineers have been through everything and 
the damage is significant. It’s not just a few thorns and thistles; death and decay have taken hold in the whole 
structure. We are not dealing with cosmetic upgrades here; there are deep structural issues and repair costs 
will be extremely high. 



Our team has also looked at your workforce. HR specialists conducted extensive interviews with your 
two caretakers, and we have serious doubts about their reliability. Team dynamics are poor. In our interviews, 
the two subjects blamed each other for what had gone wrong. We have reason to believe that their 
performance issues will not go away any time soon. We advise against spending more resources on re-training 
because the Return on Investment would be negligible. We recommend termination. It would be better to 
clean house and start fresh. In conclusion, further investment in the project is not advisable at this time. 
Ongoing maintenance costs and overhead costs will be a terrible burden for you. We recommend complete 
demolition and new build.” The team submits their report, and they are ushered out of the heavenly 
courtroom. The door is closed behind them and the whole court falls silent as they wait to hear what God will 
do. 

You all know what God does. He does not bulldoze creation. He does not give up on the people he’s 
created. He sets off on the long road of redemption. He sticks with the world. He sticks with people.  

Here’s the thing though: Are the consultants wrong? They say that renovation is going to be 
complicated, the employees are unreliable, and the costs will be extremely high. Are they right about that? 
Yes, they are. From a moral accounting perspective this looks like a very bad investment.  

Sin has its own accounting system – its own logic of debits and credits. If I got in a fight with my sister 
and, in anger I threw red Kool-Aid on her new white sweater. She ran upstairs to her room crying. I’ve incurred 
two debits: I’ve hurt our relationship and I’ve damaged her sweater. In the normal way of accounting these 
things, to address the relationship, I would have to apologize to her and I should be the one who initiates the 
apology. I should go up to her room to say something. I shouldn’t expect her to come to me. Going forward I 
should show real evidence of a changed attitude. It would also be up to me to deal with the sweater: either I 
should do the work of getting the stain out of her sweater, or I should buy her a new sweater. The costs 
associated with repairing the relationship and the sweater would all be on me. This is basic moral accounting, 
right? Common sense. 

But in our passage, God doesn’t follow those patterns of moral accounting. Even though he’s the 
offended party, God is the one who moves towards Adam. Adam hides and God starts the reconnection - God 
calls out “where are you?” God is the offended party, but he initiates the connection. And then at the end of 
the passage, the part we just read, when Adam is shivering and cold and vulnerable, when his heart is full of 
the shame he has made, God makes Adam clothes to cover that shame.  

Psalm 103 has those famous lines celebrating God’s character: “The Lord is compassionate and 
gracious…He does not treat us as our sins deserve.” That last line is so interesting. “He does not treat us as our 
sins deserve.” The Psalmist says that God does not follow the expected moral accounting. In Genesis 3, God 
absorbs far more of the misery than you would expect. God pays more of the cost than you would expect. He 
chases them down when they flee. He makes them gracious clothes.  

This pattern is repeated throughout the Old Testament. God’s people sin and they are punished for it, 
but not to the extent they deserve. God always ends up paying more of the cost and absorbing more of the 
misery than you would expect.  

For example: Years later, God will be leading the people through the desert on the way to the 
promised land. He’s given them so much. He’s freed them from Egypt, he’s given them the law, he’s going to 
bring them into a land of Milk and Honey, he’s promised to live in their midst. He’s given them the opportunity 
to live in harmony in a new garden of Eden! What a gift! He’s practically put paradise in their laps. How long 
does it take them to mess it up? Not long. Moses is still on the mountain getting the law when they make a 
golden calf. They do what Adam and Eve did: they throw away paradise. 

And does God treat them as their sins deserve? No. God is angry with them – very angry, and there is 
punishment for sure. But God sticks with them. They cheated on him, but he stays in the marriage. He keeps 
sending them heavenly bread every morning. He absorbs more than his share of the misery; he pays more 
than his share of the cost. He does not treat them as their sins deserve. 

Through the moral ups and downs of the book of Judges, through the moral ups and downs of the 
kings, all the way into the exile in Babylon, the cycle repeats itself. The people sin and they suffer the 



consequence, but always and again, God absorbs more than his share of the misery and pays more than his 
share of the price for sin.  

Where is this going to lead? How long can God keep doing this? How much is he willing to absorb?  
How much is he willing to pay? He will absorb it all. He will pay it all. On the cross Jesus will absorb all the sin 
and all the pain and God will weave for us clothes of righteousness and everlasting life that we have not 
earned. He does not treat us as our sins deserve.  

There are other foreshadowings of the cross in the Old Testament. Sometimes the details of a Psalm or 
a prophetic word matches the details of the crucifixion. Psalm 22 talks about how his hands and feet are 
pierced and how they cast lots for my garments and that’s what happens to Jesus on the cross. Isaiah 53 says 
that the suffering servant will be silent before his accusers and then, in the judgement hall, Jesus keeps silent 
before his accusers. The Passover celebrations of Exodus 12 parallel the sacrifice of Jesus and the saving blood 
of Jesus on the cross. All those parallels are cool and important.  

But to me the most important anticipation of the cross that you see in the Old Testament is this 
merciful inclination in the heart of God – this thing that God does where he absorbs more than his share of the 
misery and pays more than his share of the cost. Because when you see that merciful inclination already in 
Genesis 3, you realize that the cross has been in the Father’s heart right from the beginning. The cross has 
always been in God’s heart. Our consultants were right about what it would cost for God to stick with his 
creation, but it turns out that God doesn’t think like an accountant; turns out that God has the heart of a 
Father. God has a cross-shaped heart, and that is our salvation.  

When I was reflecting on the heart of the Father this week and how the mercy of the cross was there 
from the beginning, I thought of a story. It’s actually a story I told at an evening service this summer but seeing 
as not all of you make the evening service, I thought I’d share it here. It was a story told by a woman named 
Sherriann at the funeral of her dad. Her dad’s name was Tom DeGroot and he was a member of the church I 
previously served.  

When she was growing up, one of Tom’s most prized possessions was his 55 Cadillac. He’d driven a 
beater for many years, but at some point, when he was better established financially, he sprung for a used 
caddy, and he was very fond of that car. One day when Sherriann was maybe 17 years-old she asked if she 
could go to a youth event they were having in their town. It was an event that would bring youth from around 
the area together for a day of fun and fellowship. Tom and Tennie said she could go, but not only that, they 
said she could drive herself in the Cadillac! Wow.   

The time came for her to go, and she got into the car which was in the garage and she began to back it 
out to leave. Unfortunately, as she pulled out of the garage, instead of backing straight out, she began to turn 
the wheel too early and the front end swung out and the bumper of the Cadillac hooked onto the track for the 
garage door. Those cars were tanks in those days and that bumper was steel, so when Sheri didn’t notice the 
problem and kept backing up, the track was wrenched and twisted by the force of the moving car. In fact, the 
force was so strong that the front quarter of the garage itself was pulled right off its foundations.   

Sherriann was horrified at what she’d done. In one fell swoop she had managed to damage her dad’s 
favorite car and do significant damage to the garage. She thought, ‘My Dad’s going to kill me!’ But this is what 
Tom did. He took a look at his car, he looked at his garage, he looked at his crying daughter; he reached into 
his wallet and pulled out a five-dollar bill (which is like pulling out $40 today) and he gave it to his daughter 
and said, “Go have fun at the youth day.”   

Do you see what Tom did there? In the face of her daughter’s misery, he had a deep heart intuition 
both to absorb and give. It’s an intuition he learned from his heavenly Father. Tom was echoing the cross-
shaped love that has always lived in our Father’s heart. And it was so strong! Isn’t it interesting that this is the 
story Sherri wanted to tell at Tom’s funeral. That’s because this was a foundational moment for her whole life. 
When she felt the cross-shaped love of her father, it fed the deep parts of her soul. 

In a moment, something like what happened to Sherriann is going to happen to you. You’re going to 
come to this table to meet your Lord, and you will do it after crashing his car yet again this week. You will 
come to this table aware that you have once again failed to love with all your heart and strength and mind. 



Once again, you’ve failed to do things you ought to have done, and done things you ought not to have done. 
You’ve crashed the car and you come to this table with nothing in your hands but your need for forgiveness. 
And once again, Jesus will absorb your sin into himself, he will remind you that the debt has been paid. Instead 
of punishment, he will give you his body and blood and send you from this place clothed with his blessing. 

Thank you, Jesus for the gift of forgiveness. Thank you, Holy Spirit, for the gift of new life. Thank you, 
heavenly Father, for your cross-shaped heart.          ©Rev. Peter Jonker 
 
 
 
 


