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Thirty-Fifth Annual 
Reformation Day Festival of Hymns 

Evening Worship | 6:00 PM 
Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 

time of prayer and meditation 
 

“A WALK THROUGH THE WOODS: 

THE TREES OF SCRIPTURE” 
 

  The Prelude: “O God Beyond All Praising”    Kevin Hildebrand  

              “My Jesus, I Love Thee”          Raymond H. Haan 
   I love thee because thou hast first loved me 

   and purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree.  

                         “Lift High the Cross”                    Sondra K. Tucker 
   O Lord, once lifted on the tree of pain, 

   draw all the world to seek you once again. 

 

  The Chiming of the Hour 
 

*The Opening Hymn Concertato:  

 Lift Up Your Hearts 551: 1, 2, 4, 6 

 “All Creatures of Our God and King” arr. Robert Lehman 

 Brass Introduction (please rise) 

 Verse 1: All in harmony 

 Verse 2: All Men and Boys in unison 

 Verse 4: All Women and Girls in unison 

 Verse 6: All in unison 

 

*The Greeting 
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 

  The Welcome 
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TREES OF CREATION 
 

  The Scripture: Genesis 1:11-13    read by Corey Havlicek 

 

*The Hymn Concertato: Lift Up Your Hearts 21 

 “This Is My Father’s World”                      arr. Larry Visser 
  Brass Introduction (please rise) 

  Verse 1: All in Unison 

  Verse 2:  Choir humming 

  Verse 3:  Sung as a round; Men begin; Women enter 

     at the conductor’s cue 

  Brass Interlude 

  Verse 4: All in Unison 

  Instrumental Coda 

 

TREE OF EDEN 
 

  The Scripture: Genesis 3:2-7; 17-19      read by Sarah Horton 
 

  The Anthem: “Deo Gracias,” from A Ceremony of Carols 
                    Benjamin Britten 

  (sung in Middle English) 
  Deo gracias! Adam lay ibounden, bounden in a bond; 
  four thousand winter thought he not to long. 
  Deo gracias! And all was for an appil, an appil that he tok, 
  as clerkes finden written in their book. 
  Deo gracias! Ne had the appil take ben, the appil take ben, 
  ne hadde never the virgin a ben ichosen one. 
  Blessed be the time that appil take was. Therefore we moun 
  singen. Deo gracias! 
 

         (Explanation of the Medieval English text) 
  This hymn, written in Middle English, acknowledges 
  that Adam's fall left humankind bound to the power of 
  sin and death (“Adam lay ibounden, bounden in a 
  bond"). 
  Nevertheless, the author of the hymn expresses thanks 
  that the fall of Adam led God to send Jesus to the 
  world (“Ne had the appil take ben...ne hadde never the 
  virgin a ben ichosen one”). 
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  The Hymn: “What Adam’s Disobedience Cost” 

TREES OF THE PROPHETS 
 

  The Scripture: Jeremiah 17:5-8      read by Ken Kruisenga 

 

  The Anthem: “The Tree Song”                                 Ken Medema 

 I saw a tree by the riverside one day as I walked along, straight as an 
 arrow and pointing to the sky growing tall and strong. “How do you 
 grow so tall and strong,” I said to the riverside tree, this is the song  
 my tree friend sang to me:  
 

 Refrain: I’ve got roots growing down to the water, I’ve got leaves 
 growing up to the sunshine, and the fruit that I bear is a sign of the  
 life in me. I am shade from the hot summer sundown, I am nest for 
 the birds of the heaven, I’m becoming what the Lord of trees has 
 meant me to be: a strong young tree. 
 

 I saw a tree in the wintertime when snow lay on the ground. Straight 
 as an arrow and pointing to the sky, and winter winds blew all  
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 around. “How do you stay so tall and strong,” I said to the winter- 
 time tree. This is the song that my tree friend sang to me: (Refrain) 
 

 I saw a tree by the city streets where buildings blocked the sun. Green 
 and lovely I could see it gave joy to everyone. “How do you grow in 
 the city streets,” I said to the downtown tree, this is the song that my 
 tree friend sang to me: (Refrain)             Words: Ken Medema © 1976 Word Music, Inc.

                                                                   Used by permission under CCLI #461624 

 

  The Hymn: Worship & Rejoice 710 

 “The Trees of the Field” (sing twice; second time faster) 
 

TREE OF BETHLEHEM 

   
  The Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-3,10        read by Jane Elzinga 

 

  The Hymn: “Wood of the Cradle” 
 Verse 1: Choir  
 Verses 2-4: All in unison 



 6 

  The Anthem: “The Hands That First Held Mary’s Child” 
                         Dan Forrest 

 The hands that first held Mary’s child were hard from working wood. 
 From boards they sawed and planed and filed and splinters they  
 withstood. This day they gripped no tool of steel, they drove no iron 
 nail, but cradled from the head to heel our Lord, newborn and frail. 
 

 When Joseph marveled at the size of that small breathing frame, and  
 gazed upon those bright new eyes and spoke the infant’s name, the 
 angel’s words he once had dreamed poured down from heaven’s  
 height, and like the host of stars that beamed blessed earth with  
 welcome light.  
  

 “This child shall be Emmanuel, not God upon the throne, but God 
 with us, Emmanuel, as close as blood and bone.” The tiny form in 
 Joseph’s palms confirmed what he had heard, and from his heart rose 
 hymns and psalms for heaven’s human word. 
 

 The tools that Joseph laid aside a mob would later lift and use with 
 anger, fear, and pride to crucify God’s gift. Let us, O Lord, not only  
 hold the child who’s born today, but charged with faith may we be 
 bold to follow in his way.          Words: Thomas Troeger © 1986 Oxford University Press, Inc. 

                       Used by permission under OneLicense #707908  

 

TREE OF CALVARY 
 

  The Scripture: Matthew 27:32-37         read by Tina Rooks 

 

*The Hymn Concertato: Lift Up Your Hearts 264: 1, 2, 4, 7 

 “Lift High the Cross”                          arr. David Giardiniere 

  Brass Introduction (please rise) 
  Refrain: All in unison 
  Verse 1: All in unison 
  Refrain: All in unison 
  Verse 2: Men in unison 
  Refrain: All in unison 
  Verse 4: Women in unison 
  Refrain: All in unison 
  Verse 7: All in unison 
  Refrain: All in unison 
  Brass Coda 
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TREE OF RESURRECTION 
 

  The Scripture: Galatians 3:13-14; Daniel 4:10-12  
         read by Chad Scholtens  
 

  The Hymn Concertato: Lift Up Your Hearts 684 

 “There in God’s Garden”                            arr. K. Lee Scott    
  Brass Introduction  
  Verse 1: All in harmony 
  Verse 2: Women in unison 
  Verse 3: Men in unison 
  Verse 4: Choir 
  Verse 5: All in unison 
  Organ Interlude 
  Verse 6: All in unison 
 

TREES OF THE SPIRIT 

   
  The Scripture: John 15:1,4; Galatians 5:22-23   
      read by Jonathan Curlee 
 

  The Hymn: “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing”    
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TREE OF ETERNITY 
 

  The Scripture: Revelation 22:1-3         read by Peter Jonker 

 

*The Hymn Concertato: Lift Up Your Hearts 488 

 “Jerusalem the Golden”               arr. Larry Visser 

  Brass Introduction (please rise) 
  Verse 1: All in unison 
  Verse 2: Choir 
  Verse 3: Men in unison; Women join at “And all who  
   with their leader” 
  Brass Interlude 
  Verse 4: All in unison; sing “Amen” at conclusion 
 

TREE OF LIFE 
 

  The Anthem: “The Tree of Life”          James Biery 

 The tree of life with every good in Eden’s holy orchard stood, and of 
 its fruit so pure and sweet God let the man and woman eat. Yet in 
 this garden also grew another tree of which they knew; its lovely  limbs 
 with fruit adorned against whose eating God had warned. 
  
 The stillness of that sacred grove was broken, as the serpent strove  
 with tempting voice to Eve beguile and Adam, too, by sin defile.  
 O day of sadness when the breath of fear and darkness, doubt and 
 death, its awful poison first displayed within the world so newly made. 
 
 What mercy God showed to our race, a plan of rescue by his grace: in  
 sending One from woman’s seed, the One to fill our greatest need— 
 for on a tree uplifted high his only Son for sin would die, would drink 
 the cup of scorn and dread to crush the ancient serpent’s head! 
 
 Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame flows life eternal in his name; for 
 all who trust and will believe, salvation’s living fruit receive. And of 
 this fruit so pure and sweet the Lord invites the world to eat, to find 
 within this cross of wood the tree of life with every good. 

Words: Stephen Starke, © administered by Concordia Publishing House,  
used by permission under OneLicense #707908 

 
  The Benediction 
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
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*The Postlude: “Jerusalem” (O Day of Peace) 
                        C. Hubert H. Parry; arr. James Biery 
 O day of peace that dimly shines through all our hopes and prayers and  

 dreams, guide us to justice, truth, and love,  delivered from our selfish 

 schemes. May swords of hate fall from our hands, our hearts from envy find 

 release, till by God’s grace our warring world shall see Christ’s promised 

 reign of peace.  

 

 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce devour the small; 

 as beasts and cattle calmly graze, a little child shall lead them all.  

 Then enemies shall learn to love, all creatures find their true accord;  

 the hope of peace shall be fulfilled, for all the earth shall know the Lord.  

 

 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

Rev. Peter Jonker – minister 

Brass Quintet, Dr. Rob Hobgood – director 

Aaron Good, Greg Wells – trumpet 

Leah Bouwman – horn 

Mark Wells – trombone 

Mark Lago – tuba 

Perrin Rynders – timpani & percussion 

Alanna Rynders – oboe 

Calin Muresan – cello 

Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood – director 

3-6 Grade Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood – director 

Jess Hollenbach—accompanist  

Dr. Larry Visser – organist, pianist 

 

 

GUEST MUSICIANS 

Members from the choirs of Calvin Church and Brookside CRC are 

joining the LaGrave Chancel Choir in tonight’s service, as well as  

instrumentalists Greg Wells and Mark Lago, band teachers at North-

view Public Schools, and Mark Wells, director of bands at East Grand 

Rapids Middle School. We welcome all of these musicians to our  

service this evening.  

 

 

 

                      (over) 
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REFORMATION DAY BANNERS 

The banners displayed at the front of the chancel were created for the 

500th anniversary of the Reformation (2017), for a special service held at 

LaGrave Church with Calvin University. The white of the Reformation  

banner represents the Church, the Bride of Christ. The Church was torn 

at the Reformation with the blue representing the Protestant Church 

and the yellow representing the Roman Catholic Church. A scarlet cord 

ties the torn pieces together. When the cord reaches the top, it is 

knotted and becomes the cross of Christ. At that point, the two colors 

become white again representing the redeemed Church united in 

Christ.  

 

 

FUTURE WORSHIP SERVICES AND MUSIC EVENTS 

Organ Recital featuring organist Tyler Boehmer, Friday, Nov. 7,  

 7:00 p.m. 
 

Annual Thanksgiving Day Service: Thursday, Nov. 27, 10:00 a.m.  
 

Calvin University Lessons and Carols Services, Sunday, Dec. 7,  

 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. 
 

Annual Children’s Christmas Service, Sunday, Dec. 14, 4:00 p.m. 
 

King’s Choraliers Christmas Concert, Sunday, Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m. 
 

Annual singing of the Hallelujah Chorus with the Chancel Choir and 

congregation, Sunday, Dec. 21, 8:40 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Annual Instrumental Carol Sing featuring an all-church orchestra,  

 Sunday, Dec. 21, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Annual Christmas Eve Family Service, Wednesday, Dec. 24, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Annual Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, Wednesday, Dec. 24,  

 11:00 p.m. 
 

Ecumenical Worship Service observing the week of Prayer for  

 Christian Unity, Friday, Jan. 23rd at 7:00 p.m. at the  

Cathedral of St. Andrew  
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