LaGrave
Avenue

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

Morning Worship

November 16,2025 | 8:40 & 11:00 a.m.




Order of Worship

Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a
time of prayer and meditation

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.
We are glad you are here.

God Calls Us to Worship

The Prelude:
“A Prelude of Children’s Songs”
Praise Him, Praise Him, All You Little Children arr. Wilbur Held
Jesus Loves Me arr. Albert L. Travis
This Little Light of Mine arr. Larry Visser
Jesus Loves the Little Children arr. Larry Visser
All Things Bright and Beautiful arr. Larry Visser
When He Cometh (Precious Jewels) arr. Wilbur Held
Children of the Heavenly Father arr. Robert A. Hobby

The Chiming of the Hour

The Introit:

“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (8:40)

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy praise;
streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. Teach me
some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. Praise the
mount—I'm fixed upon it—mount of God’s unchanging love.

“| Hear Thy Welcome Voice” (11:00) arr. Paul S. Jones
I hear thy welcome voice that calls me, Lord, to thee, for cleansing in thy
precious blood that flowed on Calvary. ‘Tis Jesus calls me on to perfect
faith and love, to perfect hope and peace and trust for earth and heaven
above. | am coming, Lord! Coming now to thee! Wash me, cleanse me in
the blood that flowed on Calvary.

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 196:1-3
“Give Thanks to God for All His Goodness”

*The Greeting



*The People’s Response: Amen.

The Welcome
We Humbly Approach God

The Call to Confession: Philippians 4: 8-9

The Prayer of Confession
Lord, we confess that we have become distracted because
our lives are full of too many things clawing for our attention.
Open our eyes to see your goodness among the clutter.
We confess that our scattered thoughts often lead us to live
out of step with you.
Open our ears to hear your will for our lives.
We confess those moments where our eyes and ears have
listened to other voices above yours.
Open our hearts to your Spirit’s leading and protect our
hearts from those who try to turn us away from you. Amen.

The Assurance of Forgiveness: Philippians 4: 7

*The Hymn of Commitment: Worship & Rejoice 480
“Open My Eyes, That | May See”

We Celebrate God'’s Faithfulness

The Meaning of Baptism (8:40 & 11:00)

(8:40) The Baptism & Profession of Faith of Andrew Balk
(8:40) The Litany of Praise

Gracious God, by water and the Spirit

you claimed us as your own,

cleansing us from sin and giving us new life.

You made us members of your body, the church,

calling us to be your servants in the world.

Carry on to completion the good work you've begun in
Andrew’s life. Propel him forward in the power of your Spirit
to love and serve you with joy and to strive for justice and
peace as a citizen of your kingdom,

in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.



(8:40) The Sung Response: Worship & Rejoice 143
“Father, | Adore You”

The Baptismal Vows

The Infant Baptisms

(8:40) Rhodes Andrew Balk, son of Andrew & Lindsay Balk
Prayer Partner: Bev Clover

(8:40) Dorothy Marie Balk, daughter of Cy & Maria Balk
Prayer Partner: Glenda Buteyn

(11:00) Leon Mark Hakes, son of Austin & Amanda Hakes
Prayer Partners: Dean & Tina Rooks

Children are invited to come forward for the baptism,
and leave for children’s worship during the baptismal hymn.

*The Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 348
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
(8:40):
congregation sings all verses

(11:00):

Verse I. All

Verse 2: Men’s Chorus; All join on the refrain
Verse 3. All

We Respond with Thanksgiving

The Pastoral Prayer

The Anthem:
“The Image of God” (8:40) Craig Courtney
In the beginning God shaped and formed me. | am skillfully and wonderfully
made. | am the image of my Creator. In every part of me his likeness is
displayed. Life flows from life and love from loving; gifts of the Father by
nature and by grace. A heart made glad, a soul unshaken; unbounded joy,
in every breath a song of praise. For his own purpose, God shaped and
formed me. | have a place within his plan. | am the image of my Creator.
My past and future are secure within his hand.

Words: Susan Bentall Boersma. © 2015 by Beckenhorst Press, Inc.
Used with permission under Onelicense #707908.

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (11:00) arr. Paul S. Jones
Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. Teach me
some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; praise the mount!
I'm fixed upon it, mount of God'’s unchanging love.



Here | raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I'm come; and | hope, by thy
good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God: He, to rescue me from danger, interposed
his precious blood.

O, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be; let that grace
now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. Prone to wander Lord, |
feel it, prone to leave the God | love: here’s my heart, O, take and seal it, seal
it for thy courts above.

The Offering

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on
the pew in the middle aisle

The Offertory:
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” Johann Nicholas Hanff, Johann C. Kittel
*The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him, above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

God Speaks to Us

The Scripture: 2 Kings 6: 8-23 (p. 575) concluded with:
Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Sermon: “The Prophets and the Kings: Elisha &
the Arameans”

The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word

*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 926
“God of Grace and God of Glory”

*The Benediction
*The People’'s Response: Amen.
*The Organ Amen (8:40)

*The Choral Amen (11:00)



*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells

*The Postlude:

“God of Grace and God of Glory” arr. J. Bert Carlson, David Cherwien
Rev. Kristy Manion minister
Rachel Thorne liturgist
Dr. Larry Visser organist
7-12 Grade Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (8:40)
Jess Hollenbach pianist (8:40)
Andrea Oosterhouse oboist (8:40)
Men's Chorus, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (11:00)
Jim Elzinga anthem soloist (11:00)
Jess Hollenbach pianist (11:00)
Sheryl VanEck & Mia Ackerman......... Cross and Bible bearers (8:40)
Dee DeKryger & Joyce Jeltema.......... Cross and Bible bearers (11:00)

Music at LaGrave:(8:40): The Image of God was composed for Brock
McCauley. The words printed on top of the first page of the anthem
read, “Brock McCauley is a beautiful six-year-old boy. He is also a
person who has Down syndrome, autism, a sensory processing
disorder and an immune deficiency. But more importantly, like each of
us, he bears the image of God. The truth of Psalm 139 reminds us that
we are all created in God’s image, uniquely gifted for his own plan and
purpose.” Susan Bentall Boersma, a Hope College graduate, penned
this beautiful paraphrase of Psalm 139. The music is written by Craig
Courtney and demonstrates his gift of writing beautiful melodies and
an instrumental accompaniment.

The flowers on the chancel today are in honor and gratitude for my
amazing and wonderful church family! | am grateful for all of you and
appreciate your thoughtful attention and care for me. | love you all
and thank God for you everyday! To God Be the Glory! Paul Wright

The November special offering is for World Renew, who works in 30
countries responding to both natural disasters and civil unrest. They
provide for displaced families and invest in local economies to help
rebuild communities and renew hope, ringing long-term stability for
future storms. World Renew embraces a family-centered approach to
ending global poverty with food security, peace, justice & health.

This evening, Pastor Jonker will preach on Mark 4: 26-29. Chris and
Becca Hirt, missionaries serving in Thailand with Wycliffe Bible
Translators, will be with us for a Ministry Moment. Following the service
will be a presentation on their work in the MPR. A light supper will be
provided. They are supported through Henry Beets and are currently in
Grand Rapids while Chris recovers from lymphoma cancer. While
local, they continue to serve to further Bible translation through
computer technology and counseling services.



The

Ten O’Clock Hour

Growing in Fellowship and Faith Formation

Below are the 10 O’Clock Hour happenings today
between the morning services:
Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room
Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room
e Church School: please note the new rooms!
3rd/4th grade— Room 221
5th/6th grade— Room 218/220
7th/8th grade— Room 219
9th/10th grade— Room 212
11th/12th grade— Room 214
e Congregational Meeting: All members are invited to attend the
congregational meeting in the MPR. A vote will be taken regarding
the future of 100/108 Sheldon (SDA) building. There will be coffee
available!
e Tour the New Office Space: After the congregational meeting,
there is an opportunity to walk through our newly renovated staff
work area.

. CollegeICareers: Join us in the Parlor at 9:40 for bagels, coffee
and fellowship.

Today

2 & 3s, Children’s Worship & Nursery will be provided today.

GEMS Card sales TODAY: We have again made Christmas Card bags
(38) for our home-bound members, and our annual boxed cards sale
will be today after each morning service. There will be Christmas and
lots of other kinds of cards available. Now is the time to stock up! After
today we will have only Christmas cards available on the self-serve
honor table until Dec 18. Thank you for supporting our GEMS Club.

CREW (9th-12th Grade): Meets tonight from 5:30pm-7:15pm in the
Vault. We will continue the practice of prayer. Jimmy Johns is on the
menu. Shot in the Dark is this Saturday, November 15 from 6:30pm -
8pm. Eat dinner before you come. See you then!

MSYG (6th-8th Grade): will meet at the Hollenbachs tonight for
Friendsgiving from 5:30-7:15pm. A shuttle from church is available
and will leave at 5:20pm to Hollenbachs but will not be available back
to church.



Upcoming Events
[=]xt

[=] Scan the QR code to for more information or to
sign-up

ET=

Wednesday Night Programming

Wednesday, November 19 from 5:45pm-8:30pm

Grab 'n go is from 5:45pm - 6:30pm. Baked potato bar and soup is on
the menu. GEMS and Youth Outdoors meet from 6:30pm - 8pm. There
will be childcare for 0-4 year olds in 2s/3s Room.

Warming Center Volunteer Training

Wednesday, November 19 at 5:15pm

Join us for a 1 hour training for those interested in volunteering at the
warming shelter at Westminster. Training will be in LaGrave's office on
how to navigate their portal plus brief required de-escalation and
trauma informed training. Contact Kristin at kbatts@lagrave.org.

Men's Coffee

Thursday, November 20 at 10:00am

All men are welcome to join the men's coffee group on Thursday,
November 20 in the Council Room from 10-11:30 am. Men of any age
can enjoy this time of socializing and eating donuts. If you need a ride,
call 616-245-3803.

Kids Foot Basket

Thursday, November 20 from 6:00-7:30pm

Volunteer opportunity at Kids Food Basket! All are welcome ages 5 and
up. We will be prepping sack suppers for school age children in Kent
County. This is an easy way to volunteer and spend time
fellowshipping with others. You must sign up through the link

provided. https://vhub.at/lagravecareergroup

Mom'’s Fellowship

Friday, November 21 at 9:30am

Join Moms’ Fellowship in Room 200 for coffee and fellowship with other
moms. Childcare will be available in the nursery. Contact Alisha
Doezema with questions: 616-745-9834.

Women's Bus Trip to Chicago

Saturday, November 22

A few spots opened on the buses for Saturday, Nov. 22! If anyone is
interested in coming, please contact Cindy cbusscher@lagrave.org for
more details.

Women's Book Club

Monday, November 24 at 7:30pm

Please join us on Monday, November 24 at 7:30pm in The Parlor to
discuss The Orphan’s Tale by Pam Jenoff. Please wear name tags.


mailto:cbusscher@lagrave.org

Vespers

Sunday, November 30 at 6:00pm

Join us in the chapel for a time of spiritual renewal as we hear from
the Psalms, take song requests, and spend time as a community in
prayer.

Sourdough Cinnamon Roll Class

Saturday, December 6 at10:00am

All are welcome to attend a Sourdough Cinnamon Roll class in the MPR
at church! Whether you are new to the art of sourdough or have made
wonderful bread in the past, join others from LaGrave to learn how to
make delicious rolls in time for Christmas. Cost to attend is $25 which
includes a starter and guide to take home. Signups are available
online. Questions? Contact Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org.

Calvin Men’s Basketball Game

Friday, December 12 at 7:00pm

LaGrave is returning to the hospitality suite at Calvin University to
watch the Men's Basketball Game on Friday, December 12! The suite
opens at 7pm; game starts at 8pm. Cost to attend is $5 per person.
Popcorn, treats and drinks will be provided. Space is limited so sign up
today! Questions? Contact Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org.

College/Career Volunteer Opportunity

Wednesday, December 17 from 6:30-9:30pm

LaGrave Church has partnered with Covenant House of Grand Rapids
to host a Holiday Bowling Event. We are looking for the following: Food
organizers, Bowlers, and Church Van Drivers (must be 21 to drive). If
you are interested or have questions, email hglover@lagrave.org.

River City Improv

Saturday, February 7 at 7:33pm

Save the Date! LaGrave is heading to River City Improv at Wealthy
Theatre. Deadline to signup will be in early January so watch the
bulletin for more details.

Upcoming Special Services at LaGrave
Thursday, November 27 at 10:00am—Annual Thanksgiving Day Service
Sunday, December 7 at 3:00 & 6:00pm—Calvin Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 14
4:00pm—Annual Children’s Christmas Service
7:30pm—King’s Choraliers Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 21
8:40 & 11:00am— Annual Singing of Hallelujah Chorus
6:00pm—Annual Instrumental Carol Sing
Wednesday, December 24
4:00pm— Annual Christmas Eve Family Service
11:00pm—Annual Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Wednesday, December 31 at 6:00pm— Annual NYE Candlelight Service



Announcements

Stewardship: Thank You to those who have turned in their
stewardship commitment for the 2026 General Fund budget. We are
on our way to our goal of having 75% of the budget committed, as
39% is committed to date. If you have not made your commitment
yet, please either fill out the form that is available at the Welcome
Center and place it in the box provided, click on the commitment
form that was in the Tuesday email blast, or email Amy Hermen,
(ohermen@lagrave.org). Please make this a priority this week.

Apple Pies: If you missed apple pie pickup, find Rachel Thorne in the
MPR after church to pick up your pie. There are extra pies on a first
come, first serve basis.

Meditating on the Attributes of God: In conjunction with the fall
sermon series, we will have the opportunity to think about an attribute
of God each week by meditating on a passage that reflects that
attribute. This week we are reminded that God is compassionate with
the words of Psalm 116:5-7. Hard copies of all the readings for the
month are available in the narthex.

Instrumentalists: Planning has begun for the Christmas Instrumental
Carol Sing with an all-church orchestra, which will take place on
Sunday, Dec. 21 at 6:00 pm! If you play a traditional band or
orchestra instrument and would like to participate, please sign up
using the link in the Tuesday News and Opportunities email or fill out
the green card in your mailbox and return it to Dr. Larry Visser. Any
questions can be directed to Ivisser@lagrave.org.

No Children's Worship: Because of Thanksgiving break, there will be
no Children’s Worship for 4 year olds - 2nd graders on Sunday,
November 30.

Thanksgiving Food Collection: Our food collection Sunday for the
Downtown Food Pantry at Westminster is on November 23. Fill the bag
in your mailbox with the most wanted items and return it before or on
Nov 23. Financial contributions for the food pantry are also welcome.

Share the Joy - Give a Toy: LaGrave is once again supporting The
Other Way Ministries and juveniles in the court system who would
otherwise not receive Christmas gifts. If you would like to donate toys,
please drop them off in the MPR by Sunday December 7. If you prefer
to order online, we have created an Amazon wish list that will deliver
directly to LaGrave. Find the list in the News & Opportunities email.

10



Winter Warming Shelter Volunteering at The Vault and Westminster
Now-March 31, 2026: The Heartside winter warming shelter is open and
welcomes volunteers! Begin the process by registering through Mel
Trotter Ministries’ volunteer portal on their website or in the News &
Opportunities. After you register as a volunteer, you will receive
background check clearance in about a week to receive 30 minutes of
training during your first shift. Reach out to Kristin Batts if you need
help navigating the volunteer registration.

Attention! Parents of College Students: If you want your daughter/son
to receive an exam care package from LaGrave, email
hglover@lagrave.org, by Sunday, November 23 with their address/
email/phone number. These will be mailed out the week of Nov 30.

The LaGrave Worship Arts Committee is pleased to host a display of
artwork by the late Chris Stoffel Overvoorde. The show will run now to
Sunday, February 1, 2026, in the Parlor and lower level. Chris Stoffel
Overvoorde (1934-2019) was a Dutch American artist and a
long-serving art professor at Calvin College. He was known for his
extensive work as a painter, printmaker, and graphic designer,
particularly for his landscape paintings featuring expansive skies and
clouds. Born in the Netherlands, Overvoorde immigrated to the United
States at age 22 and earned his MFA from the University of Michigan in
1966, the same year he joined the Calvin College faculty. During his 31-
year career, he served as the art department chair and director of
exhibitions. He was recognized for integrating his Christian faith with
his art and teaching, and he published the book Passing the Colors:
Engaging Visual Culture in the 2ist Century in 2003.

26,000 people watching LaGrave's services every week!? In addition
to our regular livestream, every week LaGrave's services are broadcast
through the BBS radio and television network. BBS delivers video of our
Tlam service to people around the world. Last month we averaged
26,739 viewers per week. We are able to see that people are watching
us in countries like Russia, Ching, the United Kingdom, South

Africa, Nigeria, Brazil and Israel. Cumulatively since early this year, we
believe 1.1 million people around the world have watched the LaGrave
livestream.

Next Week’s Worship

Next Sunday Morning we finish our sermon series on The Prophets
and the Kings. Pastor Jonker will preach on 2 Kings 9 & 10.

Next Sunday Evening we will have a guest minister. Rev. Jeff Sajdak
will preach.
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Prayer Concerns

We praise God for His faithfulness to:

e Alora Jeffers, who made her public profession of faith last week
Sunday, November 9.

Let us faithfully pray for:

¢ Randy Bakker, who has returned to his room at Raybrook.

¢ Phil Blackport, who is having knee replacement surgery on
Thursday, November 20.

e JimHoek, who is at Breton Woods for therapy following shoulder
replacement surgery.

e Larry Kerkstra, who has moved to the Oaks of Jamestown for
continued therapy.

e Bill VanDyk, who is receiving the services of hospice.

e Laura Verbridge, who continues therapy at Mary Free Bed.

Please pray for:

those receiving hospice services - Bev VandenBosch, George Zandt
those living with cancer — Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, Sherri Kanten,
Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Steve Palazzolo, Lioyd
Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb Voskuil

those with other continuing needs — Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford,
Jolene DeHeer, Rob Entingh, Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman,
Joyce Jongsma, Harris Kiekover, Betty Kingma, Dorothy Ondersma, Rich
(Mamuani) Postma, Jim VandenBerg, Don VandenBosch, Joy Winkle,
Joyce Zwiers

those awaiting immigration status updates - Yudelis Rodriguez,
Briana Alonso

those actively serving in the military — Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek
Mission of the Week: Good News Nepal, which is reaching parts of
Nepal that have hardly been touched by the gospel. Pray for David
Kapteyn as he leads this ministry; for the discipling of the many new
believers, and the maturing of new churches being planted.
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Transfer Out

- Reed & Kirsten Bowden, and their children Roran, Ryder, Rhys, &
Katia, have transferred their membership to Pleasant Street CRC,
Whitinsville, MA.

- Scott & Sarah Lingenfelter, have transferred their membership to
Central Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, Ml.

We wish them God’s blessing in their new church homes.
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Calendar

Sunday, November 16

Morning Worship 8:40 AM
Congregational Meeting, MPR..........ocenceceunnen. 10:00 AM
10 ‘0 Clock Hour 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Bells Gloria 4:00 PM
Barnabas Group, LL 4:15 PM
7-12 Choir 4:40 PM
CREW, Vault 5:30 PM
Middle School Youth Group 5:30 PM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM
Missionary Dinner, MPR 7:00 PM
Monday, November 17
Evangelistic Outreach, 200 5:30 PM
Finance Committee, Parlor 5:30 PM
Fellowship Committee, MPR 6:00 PM
Youth Ed Committee, Parlor 6:30 PM
Tuesday, November 18
Foot Spa, MPR 12:00 PM
Knitting Group, Parlor 115 PM
Bells Jubilate 6:15 PM
Worship Committee, Parlor 7:00 PM
Wednesday, November 19
Men’s Morning Bible Study, LL ... 8:00 AM

Women'’s Morning Bible Study, 200......c... 9:00 AM
Spiritual Journey Bible Study, Rec Room......... 9:30 AM
Women'’s Mid Morning Bible Study, Parlor......10:00 AM

His Collection, Council 12:30 PM
Intercessory Prayer, Chapel 1:15 PM
3-6 Grade Choir 5:15 PM
Volunteer Training, office 5:15 PM
Grab ‘'n Go Meal, MPR 5:45 PM
Faith Journey Bible Study, Parlor ... 6:30 PM

GEMS 6:30 PM




Youth Outdoors, offsite 6:30 PM

Social Concerns, 200 7:00 PM

Chancel Choir 7:00 PM
Thursday, November 20

Beth Moore and More, Parlor, 200, Council......9:30 AM

Men'’s Coffee, Council 10:00 AM

Pastoral Care Committee, Parlor ... 4:00 PM
Friday, November 21

Men'’s Bible Study, Parlor 8:30 AM

Mom's Fellowship, 200/NUrSEry..........en 9:30 AM
Saturday, November 22

Women'’s Chicago Bus Trip 8:00 AM

Sunday Volunteers

Assisting This Week: November 16
Security:

8:40: Andrew Schimmel, Chris VerMeulen, Steve Hoekzema

11:00: Brad Post, Karel deWaal Malefyt
Greeters:
8:40: Julia Hoekstra, Mark & Tracy Brant
11:00: Marc & Chris Hoeksema, Ginny Geldhof
Ushers:
8:40: Jim Krol, Brent Busscher, Brad Schaap, John Schat
11:00: Marilyn Rottman, Luther Ajim, Merv Kamper
6:00: Pete Clover
Assisting Next Week: November 23
Security:
8:40: Jeff Dekker, lan Smith, Harvey DeMaagd
11:00: Kevin Scholten, Judy Scholten
Greeters:
8:40: Yvonne Ferwerdaq, Elaine DeStigter
1:00:
Ushers:
8:40: Ben Nagel, Dave Becksvoort, Karel deWaal Malefyt,
Paul Stuit
11:00: Jeff Scholtens, Dan Stoffer, Mitchell Schroder
6:00: John Dekker
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