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CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

Morning Worship

November 2,2025 | 8:40 & 11:00 a.m.




Order of Worship

Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a
time of prayer and meditation

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.
We are glad you are here.

God Calls Us to Worship

The Prelude:
“In Paradisum” Théodore Dubois
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” Charles Callahan
“I Will Arise and Go to Jesus” George Shearing

The Chiming of the Hour

The Introit:

“Shall We Gather at the River” (8240) arr. Margaret R. Tucker
Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod,

with the crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God?

Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river;

gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God.

“| Will Arise and Go to Jesus” (11:00) arr. Rob Hobgood
Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded sick and sore; Jesus
ready stands to save you, full of pity love and pow'.

Refrain:
I will arise and go to Jesus, he will embrace me in his arms; in the arms of
my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms.

Come, ye thirsty, come and welcome, God's free bounty glorify; true belief
and true repentance, every grace that brings you nigh. (Refrain)

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 43
“Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer”

*The Greeting

*The People’'s Response: Amen.



The Welcome
We Humbly Approach God

The Call to Confession: Hebrews 10: 32-36
Remember those earlier days after you had received the light,
when you endured in a great conflict full of suffering.
Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and
persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those
who were so treated.
You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted
the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you
yourselves had better and lasting possessions.
So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly
rewarded.
You need to persevere,
so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive
what he has promised.

The Prayer of Confession

The Assurance of Forgiveness: Hebrews 12: 1-3

*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 870
“Ahead of Us, a Race to Run”

We Respond with Thanksgiving

The Children’s Moment, concluded with:
Congregation: The Lord be with you.
Children: And also with you.

The Pastoral Prayer

The Anthem:

“Jerusalem, My Happy Home" (8:40) arr. Anna Laura Page
Jerusalem, my happy home, when shall | come to thee?

When shall my sorrows have an end? Thy joys, when shall | see?

Jerusalem, my happy home, would God | were in thee! Would God my woes
were at an end, thy joys that | might see!



“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” (11:00) arr. Philip M. Young

Refrain:
Swing love, sweet chariot, comin’ for to carry me home; swing low, sweet

chariot, comin’ for to carry me home.

I look over Jordan and what do | see? Comin’ for to carry me home; a band
of angels comin’ after me; comin’ for to carry me home. (Refrain)

If you get there before | do, comin’ for to carry me home; tell all my friends
I'm comin’ too, comin for to carry me home. (Refrain)

The Offering

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on
the pew in the middle aisle

The Offertory:

“Jesus, Lover of My Soul” G. Winston Cassler, David Cherwien
Thou of life the fountain art; freely let me take of thee;
spring thou up within my heart, rise to all eternity.

*The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him, above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

God Speaks to Us

The Scripture: 2 Kings 2: 1-18 (p. 566) concluded with:
Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Sermon: “The Prophets and the Kings:
The Chariots of Fire”

The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word

*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 853
“God of the Prophets”

*The Benediction
*The People’'s Response: Amen.

*The Organ Amen (8:40)



*The Choral Amen (11:00)
*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells

*The Postlude:

“Chariots of Fire” vangelis
Rev. Peter Jonker minister
Jonathan Curlee guest liturgist
Dr. Larry Visser organist
Bells Gloria, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (8:40)
Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (11:00)

Ben Kosters & René Baatenburg................. Cross and Bible bearers (8:40)

Olivia & Celine Alcumbrack Cross and Bible bearers (11:00)

Music at LaGrave(11:00): Swing Low, Sweet Chariot is one of the best-
known spirituals originating in the African-American slave tradition.
The text welcomes death as the occasion to “carry us home” to
heaven. Further, the words “Jordan” and “Chariot” evoke imagery from
the Old Testament, specifically, Elijah’s ascent into heaven. Philip M.
Young's choral arrangement uses single sections of the choir singing
in unison, canon (round), and four-part harmony to form a simple, yet
moving arrangement.

The flowers on the chancel today are given by Grace Feenstra, in
loving memory of her husband Roger, on the eighth anniversary of his
passing.

The November special offering is for World Renew, who works in 30
countries responding to both natural disasters and civil unrest. With
partner organizations, they provide for displaced families and invest in
local economies to help rebuild communities and renew hope,
bringing long-term stability for future storms. World Renew embraces
a family-centered approach to ending global poverty with food
security, peace and justice, economic livelihood and health.

ordinary Time, the liturgical season of spiritual growth, continues until
Advent. As we continue through this season, reflect on these concepts
from 2 Peter 3:17-18. We are encouraged to continue growing in the
knowledge of our Lord, Jesus Christ and to experience the fullness of
his grace. As we do, we will be able to face life's challenges and
remain firm in our faith.

This evening Pastor Jonker will lead us in worship and will preach on
Luke 17:1-10.

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live



Next Week’s Worship

Next Sunday Morning we continue our sermon series, The Prophets
and the Kings. Pastor Jonker will preach on 2 Kings 5, the story of
Naaman.

Next Sunday Evening Pastor Jonker will preach on Exodus 12:1-20.

The

Ten O’Clock Hour

Growing in Fellowship and Faith Formation

Below are the 10 O’Clock Hour happenings today
between the morning services:

e Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room
e Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room
e Church School: please note the new rooms!

3rd/4th grade— Room 221

5th/6th grade— Room 218/220

7th/8th grade— Room 219

9th/10th grade— Room 212

11th/12th grade— Room 214

e Coffee, Fellowship, Puzzles & Games: Everyone is welcome in the
MPR.

e Parents of 5th-8th graders Special Coffee: Join us for coffee and
treats in the Parlor.

e Scripture Through Stained Glass: Chad Boorsma leads us in
examining a piece of Scripture, Room 200

¢ Elijah Book Study: Led by Mike & Linda Hoisington—Council Room

e Global Prayers: We will meet in the Chapel to pray for our
missionaries and world issues.



Today

2 & 3s, Children’s Worship & Nursery will be provided today.

CREW (9th-12th Grade): Meets tonight from 5:30pm-7:15pm in the
Vault. We are starting the practice of prayer. Apple pie making is this
Saturday, November 8 from 8:30am-12:30pm. We are playing a game
all around the church called Shot in the Dark next Saturday,
November 15 from 6:30pm-8pm.

MSYG (6th-8th Grade): will meet in the MPR tonight from 5:30-7:15 for
worship, devotions, games and dinner. Contact Jess Hollenbach with
questions.

Young Adult Book Study: Join us TONIGHT from 7:15-8:30pm for the
book study on The Screwtape Letters by CS Lewis in Room 200. Books
will be available and cost is $5. Text Austin Kanis or email Rachel
Thorne with questions.

Upcoming Events
[=]%

= Scan the QR code to for more information or to
sign-up
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Wednesday Night Programming

Wednesday, November 5 from 5:45pm-8:30pm

Grab 'n go is from 5:45pm-6:30pm. Pasta is on the menu. GEMS and
Youth Outdoors meet from 6:30pm-8pm. There will be childcare for
0-4 year olds in 2s/3s Room.

AYA Tour

Wednesday, November 5 at 4:00pm OR 4:45pm

Tour As You Are Youth Collective with a small group from LaGrave.
Email kbatts@lagrave.org to signup.

College/Career

Wednesday, November 5 from 6:30-8:00pm

Join us for After College, Navigating Transitions, Relationships, and
Faith, book conversation. We will meet next November 5,12 & 19. We
will meet at LaGrave in Room 206. Text Heidi with any questions.



LaGrave Seniors Lunch Out

Friday, November 7 from 11:30am-1:30pm

Calling all seniors! You are invited to the first LaGrave Lunch Out at
Kitchen 67 located at 1977 E Beltline. Order your own lunch from a
limited menu or enjoy a cup of coffee while connecting with and
meeting others. Sign ups are available online. Contact Cindy

at cbusscher@lagrave.org with any questions.

Free Organ Recital

Friday, November 7 at 7:00pm

Organist Tyler Boehmer will present a free organ recital at LaGrave.
Tyler is assistant professor of music at Bethany College in Lindsborg,
Kansas and a former classmate of Dr. Rob Hobgood. His program
includes music by Bach, Mendelssohn, Durufle, and others. Come for
an inspiring musical experience!

Other Way Ministries Presentation

Sunday, November 9 at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall

Come hear more about "Other Way" Ministries. LaGrave has offered
long standing support to the Other Way, a grassroots community
center on Grand Rapids’ west side. They are a Christ-centered
organization dedicated to removing barriers, increasing access to
basic heeds and empowering families through a range of programs
and services. Hear from Scott Bloem, their Executive Director and kick
off LaGrave's toy drive for programs helping underserved youth
running from November 9-December 3.

College/Career

Sunday, November 9 from 5:30-7:30pm

All are welcome to dinner and fellowship at the Glover house.
Resonate Missionaries, Jim and Ruth Padilla-DeBorst will be visiting
that evening. Location: 1933 Pinnacle Dr. SW. Reach out to Heidi
616-437-6830 with questions!

LaGrave Night Out

Thursday, November 13 from 6:30-8:30pm

The next LaGrave Night Out is at South Kentwood Peppino's located at
1515 Eastport Dr SE, Kentwood. Anyone over 21 is welcome! Whether you
are new to LaGrave or have been around a while, this casual night is a
great way to meet people. Come when you can; stay as long as you
want. Order dinner or simply drop by to say hello! Contact Heidi at
616-437-6830 or Cindy at 616-481-7071.

College/Career
Sunday, November 16 at 10:00am
Join us in the Parlor on November 16 for bagels, coffee and fellowship.

Congregational Meeting

Sunday, November 16 at 10:00am

We will hold a congregational meeting on Sunday November 16 at
10am in the Multipurpose Room. The congregation will vote whether, in
principle, the congregation supports LaGrave Church participating in



the Partners in Ministry proposal with Degage Ministries, Mel Trotter
Ministries and several other churches. As previously described to the
congregation, that proposed ministry would be located in the former
Seventh-day Adventist property now owned by LaGrave Church.
Absentee ballots and electronic voting will also be available for
members who cannot attend the meeting in person.

Henry Beets Missionary Visit

Sunday, November 16 at 7:00pm

Chris and Becca Hirt will be at LaGrave for a Ministry Moment in the
evening service and for a brief presentation on their missionary work in
the MPR after the evening service. A light dinner will be provided. Chris
and Becca are missionaries supported through Henry Beets, and

have served with Wycliffe Bible Translators in Thailand.

Kids Foot Basket

Thursday, November 20 from 6:00-7:30pm

Volunteer opportunity at Kids Food Basket! All are welcome ages 5 and
up. We will be prepping sack suppers for school age children in Kent
County. This is an easy way to volunteer and spend time
fellowshipping with others. You must sign up through the link

provided. https://vhub.at/lagravecareergroup

Women's Book Club

Monday, November 24 at 7:30pm

Please join us on Monday, November 24 at 7:30pm in The Parlor to
discuss The Orphan’s Tale by Pam Jenoff. Books are available at local
libraries, Schuler Books or Amazon. Please wear name tags.

Sourdough Cinnamon Roll Class

Saturday, December 6 at10:00am

All are welcome to attend a Sourdough Cinnamon Roll class in the MPR
at church! Whether you are new to the art of sourdough or have made
wonderful bread in the past, join others from LaGrave to learn how to
make delicious rolls in time for Christmas. Cost to attend is $25 which
includes a starter and guide to take home. Signups are available
online. Questions? Contact Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org.

Calvin Men's Basketball Game

Friday, December 12

Save the Date! LaGrave is returning to the hospitality suite at Calvin’s
Men’s Basketball! Details and online signups coming soon.

College/Career Volunteer Opportunity

Wednesday, December 17 from 6:30-9:30pm

LaGrave Church has partnered with Covenant House of Grand Rapids
to host a Holiday Bowling Event. We are looking for the following: Food
organizers, Bowlers, and Church Van Drivers (must be 21 to drive). If
you are interested or have questions, email hglover@lagrave.org.



Announcements

Thank You

The Planned Giving Commiittee gratefully reports that LaGrave has
received a generous gift from the estate of John Datema. As
specified, that gift will be used in the ministry of the Benefactors Trust
Fund. We are grateful to John for remembering LaGrave in planning
his estate gifts.

Stewardship Week

Today and next Sunday are the bookends of our annual Stewardship
Week. The Stewardship Newsletter was in the News and Opportunities
email this past Tuesday and will be in again this Tuesday. Please
watch for it and take the time to read it. The Stewardship Newsletter
provides a form so that your commitment may be submitted
electronically and confidentially. It also may be mailed to church or
you may email it directly to Amy Hermen (ahermen@lagrave.org).
Hard copies of the Newsletter and envelopes are on the Welcome
Center. Thank you in advance for your commitment to LaGrave and
the General Fund for 2026.

Library News

The newly renovated LaGrave Library is open today, November 2. You
are invited to stop by and look it over. Recently, about sixty boxes of
books were taken from storage and reshelved. Also, we purchased
some new books during the closure. They are on display at various
places in the library.

Attention! Parents of College Students

It's Exam Care Package time! If you would like your daughter/son to
receive an exam care package from LaGrave, please email
hglover@lagrave.org, by Sunday, November 23 with their address,
email, and phone number. These will be mailed out the week of
November 30.

Meditating on the Attributes of God

In conjunction with the fall sermon series, we will have the opportunity
to think about an attribute of God each week by meditating on a
passage that reflects that attribute. This week we are reminded that
God is sovereign with the words of Isaiah 40:10-11. Hard copies of all
the readings for the month are available in the narthex.
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Calling all men to sing!

All men (7th grade and older) are invited to come sing with the men of
the Chancel Choir on Sunday, November 16th at the 11:00 service.
Rehearsals will be held on Wednesday nights, November 5 & 12 from
6:30 to 6:55 in the Junior Choir room. We would ask that you make it to
at least one of these rehearsals. Contact Rob Hobgood at
rhobgood@lagrave.org if interested.

Spa Day Donations

We are seeking gently used winter clothing donations for the next Spa
Day, which is November 18. Coats, jackets, hoodies, fleeces for men
and women are needed. Men's clothing of all types is in short supply
and would be greatly appreciated. Donations can be brought to the
Multi-Purpose Room.

Apple Pies

CREW is selling apple pies again this fall. Place your orders at the
Welcome Center or use the link through News and Opportunities. Cost
is $20 per pie or $50 or 3. Orders are due by TODAY and pickup is at
church on Saturday, November 8 from 1lam - Ipm. Payment is due at
time of pickup.

The Loeks Advisory Committee (LAC)

The Loeks Committee is accepting proposals for the care of women on
or before Nov. 1. A proposal must be approved by the appropriate
committee before it reaches LAC, and the LaGrave Council has final
approval. Proposals for funding from the Ruth Loeks Women's Care
Fund must intentionally focus on the care of women. Email Amy
Hermen (ahermen@lagrave.org) for an application. Any questions,
contact a LAC member: Sam Schat, Julie Wisse, Kristen VandenBosch
or Kara VerMeulen.

Short-term Mission Exposure Trip (STEM)

Mexico City in April 2026 — Interested in joining the team? Use the link
to the Initial Application Form in the Oct. 29 News & Opportunities to
show your interest. This application form needs to be submitted by
Nov. 10. For more info: skruis@lagrave.org.

Art Exhibit

The LaGrave Church art committee is pleased to showcase the
artwork by Anita Shoemaker. The show, which is displayed in the Parlor,
will run until TODAY.
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Prayer Concerns

We praise God for his faithfulness to:

Audrey & Josh Kukulies, in the birth of Evelyn Marie, on Friday,
October 24.

Let us faithfully pray for:

Randy Bakker, who received a baclofen pump last week and is
now at Mary Free Bed for therapy and fine tuning of the pump.
Alberta Gordon, who had spinal fusion surgery on Thursday,
October 30.

Rich Haan, who had hip replacement surgery on Wednesday,
October 29.

Jim Hoek, who had shoulder replacement surgery on Friday,
October 31.

Joyce Jongsma, who was released from Corewell Leffingwell and
is continuing her recovery at the home of her daughter.

Betty Kingma, who is hospitalized at Blodgett this week for tests
and observation due to a lingering cough.

Joy Winkle, who is receiving healthcare at home as she lives with
some chronic conditions.

We extend our Christian sympathy to:

Jim VandenBerg, Amy VandenBerg, Jack & Heidi VansSledright, in
the death of wife, mother and sister, Jeanne VandenBerg, on
Sunday, October 26. Her funeral service will be held here at
LaGrave on Monday, November 3 at 3:00 p.m. with visitation one
hour prior at 2:00 p.m. Chad Boorsma will officiate

Linda Chipman (regular attender), in the death of her daughter,
Nicole Chipman, on Sunday, October 26.

The family and friends of Bruce Klanderman, who passed away
on Wednesday, October 29. His memorial service will be held on
December 20 at Raybrook.

The family and friends of Ethel Brunger, who passed away on
Wednesday, October 29. Her funeral service is pending.
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Please pray for:
those receiving hospice services — Barb Leegwater, Bev
VandenBosch, George Zandt

those living with cancer — Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, Sherri Kanten,
Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Steve Palazzolo, Lioyd
Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb Voskuil

those with other continuing needs — Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford,
Jolene DeHeer, Rob Entingh, Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman,
Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover, Dorothy Ondersma, Rich (Mamuani)
Postma, Bill Stroo, Jim VandenBerg, Don VandenBosch, Bill VanDyk,
Joyce Zwiers

those awaiting immigration status updates - Yudelis Rodriguez,
Briana Alonso

those actively serving in the military — Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek

Missionary of the Week: Nelly Vos, who serves in France, sharing the
gospel through artwork. Ask God to give her wisdom and humility in
forming four groups to take over her ministry as she transitions toward
retirement.

New Members
Today we welcome -

Meridell (& Vicente) Gracias, who transferred her membership from
Boston Square CRC, Grand Rapids, M.

Thank you

Ken Mulder and family want to thank the LaGrave church family for
their prayers over this past year regarding Beth's battle with

cancer. Thanks to those people who provided meals and cards of
encouragement. A special thanks to Pastor Kristy for her visits and
participation in Beth's service. Thank you to Larry for providing uplifting
organ music.

Thank you, dear LaGrave friends, for walking alongside me in the
season of grief upon losing my father. Your many expressions of love
and care--cards, calls, messages, and prayers--were a healing balm.
I draw comfort knowing dad "has been translated . . . is robed in white
apparel, washed in Jesus' blood, and now reigns in heaven with the
Lamb of God." Larry Visser
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Calendar

Sunday, November 2

Morning Worship 8:40 AM
10 ‘0 Clock Hour 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Bells Gloria 4:00 PM
7-12 Choir 4:40 PM
SERVE, Vault 5:30 PM
Middle School Youth Group, MPR.........cccomnee 6:00 PM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM
Monday, November 3
Jeanne VandenBerg Funeral Service................ 3:00 PM
Executive Committee, Parlor 4:00 PM
Tuesday, November 4
Knitting Group, Parlor 115 PM
Welcoming Committee, Parlor......cceennnns 4:30 PM
Bells Jubilate 6:15 PM
Wednesday, November 5
Men’s Morning Bible Study, LLMR..........ccccouncce. 8:00 AM
Women'’s Morning Bible Study, 200.................... 9:00 AM
Spiritual Journey, ReC ROOM ........cccmsrrneccernnes 9:30 AM
Women'’s Mid Morning Bible Study, Parlor......10:00 AM
Intercessory Prayer, Chapel 115 PM
Pastoral Care Assistants, Parlor............ 2:30 PM
3-6 Grade Choir 5:15 PM
Grab ‘'n Go Meal, MPR 5:45 PM
Faith Journey Bible Study, PArlor ... 6:30 PM
GEMS 6:30 PM
Youth Outdoors, offsite 6:30 PM
Chancel Choir 7:00 PM
Thursday, November 6
Beth Moore and More, Parlor, LLMR, LLCR........... 9:30 AM
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Friday, November 7

Men'’s Bible Study, Parlor 8:30 AM

Seniors Lunch Out, Kitchen 67 ... 11:30 AM

Organ Recital & Reception 7:00 PM
Saturday, November 8

Apple Pie Making, MPR 8:30 AM

Sunday Volunteers

Assisting This Week: November 2
Security:
8:40: Nate Versluis, Jake Versluis, John Schat
11:00: Doug VanEerden, Eric Bauman
Greeters:
8:40: Laura Termaat, Galen & Thelma Meyer
11:00: Ron & Lois Meulenberg
Ushers:

8:40: Ben DeGraaf, Matt Alcumbrack, Colton Alcumbrack,
Chris Weller

11:00: Jim Oppenhuizen, Cal Thorne, Kris Andrus
6:00: Matt Alcumbrack

Assisting Next Week: November 9
Security:
8:40: Brad Schaap, ke Schaap, Ben DeGraaf

11:00: Steve Schroder, Mitch Schroder
Greeters:

8:40: Sharon Etheridge, Brent & Cindy Busscher

11:00: Sue & Jon Pastoor, Kara Plantinga

Ushers:

8:40: Dave Gebben, Sam Schat, Tim Walcott, Eli Walcott

11:00: Cyndi Post, Luther Ajim, Sally Jonker
6:00: Sam Schat
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