LaGrave
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CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

Morning Worship

November 23,2025 | 8:40 & 11:00 a.m.




Order of Worship

Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a
time of prayer and meditation

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.
We are glad you are here.

God Calls Us to Worship

The Prelude:
“Now Thank We All Our God"” arr. Paul Manz
“Let All Things Now Living” arr. Michael Burkhardt, Charles Ore
“Come, You Thankful People, Come” Vernon Griffiths

The Chiming of the Hour

The Introit:

“O Worship the King” arr. Rob Hobgood
O worship the King all glorious above, O gratefully sing his power and his
love: our shield and defender the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor
and girded with praise. O measureless might, unchangeable love, whom
angels delight to worship above! Your ransomed creation, with glory ablaze,
in true adoration shall sing to your praise.

*The Processional Hymn: Worship & Rejoice 335:1,2, 3,5
“Christ the Eternal Lord”

*The Greeting
*The People’'s Response: Amen.

The Welcome



We Humbly Approach God

The Call to Confession: Psalm 146: 1-5

The Prayer of Confession
In this moment,
we bring to you the ways we have not
lived as your people:
we stand by watching
while those in need struggle to survive;
we cast our lots with those
who worship power and success;
we offer insults rather than words of grace
to those who care for us;
we scoff at your words
which call us to a different lifestyle.
Forgive us, God of mercy,
speak to us words filled with tender mercy and gracious hope,
through Jesus Christ, our King.
Amen.

The Assurance of Forgiveness: Ephesians 2: 4-8

*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 680:1, 3, 4
“O God, We Kneel Before Your Throne”

We Celebrate God'’s Faithfulness (8:40)

The Table Fellowship of Kade Elzinga & Emma Nagel

The Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 330:1& 4
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

We Respond with Thanksgiving

The Children’s Moment, concluded with:
Congregation: The Lord be with you.
Children: And also with you.

The Pastoral Prayer



The Anthem:
“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” (8:40) Brenda Portman

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believer’s ear! It soothes our
sorrows, heals our wounds, and drives away our fear.

It makes the wounded spirit whole and calms the troubled breast; tis
manna to the hungry soul, and to the weary, rest.

O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, my Prophet, Priest, and King, my Lord,
Life, my Way, my End, accept the praise | bring.

How weak the effort of my heart, how cold my warmest thought; but when |
see you as you are, I'll praise you as | ought.

Till then | would your love proclaim with every fleeting breath; and may the
music of your name refresh my soul in death.

“Jesus, How Precious is Thy Name” (11:00)

Norman Cocker, arr. Rob Hobgood
Jesus, how precious is thy name; only begotten Son, divine. O let me catch
th’ eternal flame, with which the angels’ hearts do shine. Since angels love
thee, I would love, and imitate the hosts above.

My prophet, thou, my heavenly guide, thy sweet instructions | will hear. the
words that from thy lips proceed, O how divinely sweet they are! Thee my
great prophet | would love, and imitate the hosts above.

My great high priest, whose precious blood did once atone upon the cross;
who intercedes for me with God, and plead the friendless sinners cause: in
thee | trust; thee | would love, and imitate the hosts above.

The congregation joins on verse 4 below:
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The Offering
*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on
the pew in the middle aisle

The Offertory:
“Rejoice, the Lord Is King” arr. Aaron David Miller

*The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him, above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

God Speaks to Us

The Scripture: 2 Kings 9:1-26 (p. 580) concluded with:
Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Sermon: “The Prophets and the Kings:
The Fall of the House of Ahab”

The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word

*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 219:1,2,4, 5
“Jesus Shall Reign”

*The Benediction

*The People’s Response: Amen.
*The Choral Amen (8:40)

*The Organ Amen (11:00)

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells

*The Postlude:

“Now Thank We All Our God” arr. David Cherwien
Rev. Peter Jonker minister
Chad Scholtens liturgist



Dr. Larry Visser organist, pianist

Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (8:40)
Becky Rhoda anthem soloist
3-6 Grade Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (11:00)
Deb Alley pianist (11:00)
Rachel Rynbrandt & Merv Kamper............ Cross and Bible bearers (8:40)
DAN & LINAA SIOtSEMO e Cross and Bible bearers (11:00)

Music at LaGrave:(8:40): Brenda Portman is a rising young organist,
teacher, and composer working at Hyde Park Community Methodist
Church in Cincinnati, Ohio. Her music is becoming increasingly known
and performed. Her anthem How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds is
a fresh new take on this 18th-century hymn authored by John Newton.
Portman’s setting includes various choral textures in each of the five
verses: unison, four-part harmony, solo, two-part men, and unison
with a soprano descant.

The flowers on the chancel today are given by Scott Stehouwer,
Andy, Becca, Josh, Ellie & Hannah VandeGriend in memory of Nancy
DeVos Stehouwer on the anniversary of her passing. We are grateful
to God for her example as a loving wife, mom, Nana and teacher to
many.

The November special offering is for World Renew, who works in 30
countries responding to both natural disasters and civil unrest. They
provide for displaced families and invest in local economies to help
rebuild communities and renew hope, bringing long-term stability for
future storms. World Renew embraces a family-centered approach to
ending global poverty with food security, peace, justice & health.

This evening, we will have guest minister. Rev. Jeff Sajdak preach on
Ruth 2 with a sermon titled “When Good Things Happen.”

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live

Next Week’s Worship

Thanksgiving Day Service: Join us Thursday, November 27 at 10:00am
for our annual Thanksgiving Day Service in the Sanctuary.

Next Sunday Morning is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is a season
where we prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus. Pastor Jonker
will begin a new sermon series on John the Baptist. He will preach on
Luke 1: 5-25 which tells the story of John's birth.

Next Sunday Evening we will not hold evening worship in the
sanctuary but will have Vespers -- a service of Word, song, and prayer
--in the chapel.



The

Ten O’Clock Hour

Growing in Fellowship and Faith Formation

Below are the 10 O’Clock Hour happenings today
between the morning services:

e Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room
e Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room
e Church School

3rd/4th grade— Room 221

5th/6th grade— Room 218/220

7th/8th grade— Room 219

9th/10th grade— Room 212

11th/12th grade— Room 214

e Coffee, Fellowship, and Thanksgiving Pie! Join us in the MPR.
There will also be games and puzzles.

¢ Hymn Sing: Jonathah & Joel Bouwman will lead us in the Chapel.

Today

2 & 3s, Children’s Worship & Nursery will be provided today.

CREW (9th-12th Grade): Meets tonight from 5:30pm - 7:15pm in the
Vault. We will finish the practice of prayer. Pizza is on the menu. We
are off next week Ssunday, November 30, due to Thanksgiving break.

MSYG (6th-8th Grade): meets tonight in the MPR from 5:30-7:15pm for

worship, devotions, games and dinner. We do not meet next Sunday.
Contact Jess Hollenbach with questions.



Upcoming Events
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Wednesday Night Programming

There is no grab 'n go, GEMS, Youth Outdoors, or childcare this week
Wednesday, November 26 due to Thanksgiving. We will resume again
on Wednesday, December 3.

Women's Book Club

Monday, November 24 at 7:30pm

Please join us on Monday, November 24 at 7:30pm in The Parlor to
discuss The Orphan’s Tale by Pam Jenoff. Please wear name tags.

Henry Beets Mission Society Offering

Thursday, November 27 at 10:00am Thanksgiving Day Service
REMINDER: Thanksgiving Day there will be a special collection for Henry
Beets Mission Society (HBMS), which is the last of three annual special
collections for HBMS. These special collections are the main source of
funding for HBMS, along with estate and memorial gifts. Your financial
contributions to HBMS are essential in allowing HBMS to financially
assist 26 global missionaries, and the CRC churches in Cuba. Please
consider giving to HBMS through this special collection, or for your end
-of-year giving. Your gifts can be made to HBMS by using the
designated budget envelope, through Elexio, or anytime by cash or
check indicating HBMS as recipient. Thank you!

No Children’s Worship

Sunday, November 30 both morning services

Because of Thanksgiving break, there will be no Children’'s Worship for
4 year olds - 2nd graders on Sunday, November 30.

While We Wait: Living the Questions of Advent

Sunday, November 30 at 10:00am

This is a 5-session reflection beginning on November 30, on the voices
of biblical figures we meet in the birth story of Jesus. The questions
they dare to ask often connect deeply with our own questions. We will
step into their shoes for a brief time to gain a new understanding and
appreciation of God's greatest gift to us, Jesus. We are led by Rev.
Laurie TenHave-Chapman and will meet in Room 200 during the 10
o'clock hour. Bring your Bible!

Advent Sermon Discussion

Sunday, November 30 at 10:00am

Rev. John Steigenga leads a 4 week Advent sermon discussion series,
based on the sermons we hear during our church services. We will
meet in the Council Room during the 10 o'clock hour.



Vespers

Sunday, November 30 at 6:00pm

Join us in the chapel for a time of spiritual renewal as we hear from
the Psalms, take song requests, and spend time as a community in
prayer.

Sourdough Cinnamon Roll Class

Saturday, December 6 at10:00am

All are welcome to attend a Sourdough Cinnamon Roll class in the MPR
at church! Whether you are new to the art of sourdough or have made
wonderful bread in the past, join others from LaGrave to learn how to
make delicious rolls in time for Christmas. Cost to attend is $25 which
includes a starter and guide to take home. Signups are available
online. Questions? Contact Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org.

Calvin Men’s Basketball Game

Friday, December 12 at 7:00pm

LaGrave is returning to the hospitality suite at Calvin University to
watch the Men's Basketball Game on Friday, December 12! The suite
opens at 7pm; game starts at 8pm. Cost to attend is $5 per person.
Popcorn, treats and drinks will be provided. Space is limited so sign up
today! Questions? Contact Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org.

College/Career Volunteer Opportunity

Wednesday, December 17 from 6:30-9:30pm

LaGrave Church has partnered with Covenant House of Grand Rapids
to host a Holiday Bowling Event. We are looking for the following: Food
organizers, Bowlers, and Church Van Drivers (must be 21 to drive). If
you are interested or have questions, email hglover@lagrave.org.

River City Improv

Saturday, February 7 at 7:33pm

Save the Date! LaGrave is heading to River City Improv at Wealthy
Theatre. Deadline to signup will be in early January so watch the
bulletin for more details.

Upcoming Special Services at LaGrave
Thursday, November 27 at 10:00am—Annual Thanksgiving Day Service
Sunday, December 7 at 3:00 & 6:00pm—Calvin Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 14
4:00pm—Annual Children’s Christmas Service
7:30pm—King’s Choraliers Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 21
8:40 & 11:00am— Annual Singing of Hallelujah Chorus
6:00pm—Annual Instrumental Carol Sing
Wednesday, December 24
4:00pm— Annual Christmas Eve Family Service
11:00pm—Annual Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Wednesday, December 31 at 6:00pm— Annual NYE Candlelight Service



Announcements

Stewardship: Thank You to those who have turned in their
commitment for the 2026 General Fund budget. We are on our way to
our goal of having 75% of the budget committed, as 50% is committed
to date. If you have not made your commitment yet, please either fill
out the form that is available at the Welcome Center and place it in
the box provided, click on the commitment form that was in the
Tuesday email blast, or email Amy Hermen, ahermen@lagrave.org.

Meditating on the Attributes of God: In conjunction with the fall
sermon series, we have the opportunity to think about an attribute of
God each week by meditating on a passage that reflects that
attribute. This week we are reminded that God is worthy with the
words of Revelation 4:9-11. Hard copies of all the readings are
available in the narthex.

Children’'s Christmas Program: If your child is in 2nd-8th grade and
would like a speaking and/or acting part in the Christmas program on
Sunday, December 14 at 4pm, please contact Rachel Thorne.

Fish Bowl: The Fish Bowl, which has returned to the library, continues
to accept names of people who don't know Jesus as Savior, who are
wandering in their faith, or who have left the Christian faith. Prayer
servants are faithfully praying for these people.

GEMS Christmas Card Bags and Card sales: 37 decorated Christmas
Card bags for our home-bound members are on a table in front of
the church office. The list of members who will get the bags is located
on the table as well, and it is in the weekly News & Opportunities.
Please help us fill the bags over the next 4 weeks. They will be
delivered starting 12/18. If you missed our card sale, we have a large
assortment of Christmas cards on the self-serve honor table near the
back office door and the MPR. Thank you for your support!

Instrumentalists: Planning has begun for the Christmas Instrumental
Carol Sing with an all-church orchestra, which will take place on
Sunday, Dec. 21 at 6:00 pm! If you play a traditional band or orchestra
instrument and would like to participate, please sign up using the link
in the Tuesday News & Opportunities email or fill out the green card in
your mailbox and return it to Dr. Larry Visser. Any questions can be
directed to Ivisser@lagrave.org.

Library News: The library no longer has shelf space for DVDs and not
very many people have DVD players, so the library is offering free
DVDs this week and next week Sunday. Take as many as you want.
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Short-Term Exposure in Mission (STEM): Mexico City, April 4-11, 2026 —
We still have space for a couple more team members, especially men.
If you are interested, find the information link and application form in
News & Opportunities, or contact Stan Kruis (skruis@lagrave.org).

Volunteer Opportunity: A few years ago the Welcoming Committee
created a Signup Genius for 3 volunteer opportunities: Sunday
morning greeters, Sunday morning welcome desk attendants, and
Sunday evening greeters; all of which are easy ways to get involved at
LaGrave given that we are at church on Sunday already for worship!
The only skills required are a smile and friendly welcome offered to
members and visitors coming in the doors of our church. If you're
interested in one of these roles, please contact Shelly Schat:
schathome@gmail.com or (616)443-7105.

Share the Joy - Give a Toy: LaGrave is once again supporting The
Other Way Ministries and juveniles in the court system who would
otherwise not receive Christmas gifts. If you would like to donate,
please drop them off in the MPR by Sunday, December 7. We have an
Amazon wish list that will deliver directly to LaGrave if you would like to
order online. Find the list in the News & Opportunities email.

Parents of College Students: If you would like your child to receive an
exam care package from LaGrave, please email hglover@lagrave.org,
by TODAY, with their address, email, and phone number. They will be
mailed out the week of November 30.

The LaGrave Worship Arts Committee is pleased to host a display of
artwork by the late Chris Stoffel Overvoorde, which will run through
February 1, 2026, in the Parlor and lower level. Chris Stoffel Overvoorde
(1934-2019) was a Dutch American artist and a long-serving art
professor at Calvin College. He was known for his extensive work as a
painter, printmaker, and graphic designer, for his landscape paintings
featuring expansive skies and clouds. Born in the Netherlands, he
immigrated to the United States at age 22 and earned his MFA from
the University of Michigan in 1966, the same year he joined the Calvin
College faculty. During his 31-year career, he served as art department
chair and director of exhibitions, and was recognized for integrating
his Christian faith with his art and teaching. In 2003, he published the
book Passing the Colors: Engaging Visual Culture in the 2ist Century.

26,000 people watching LaGrave's services every week!? In addition
to our regular livestream, every week LaGrave's services are broadcast
through the BBS radio & television network. BBS delivers video of our
Tlam service to people around the world. Last month we averaged
26,739 viewers per week. We are able to see that people are watching
in countries like Russia, Ching, the United Kingdom, South Africa, Brazil
Nigeria, & Israel. Since early this year, we believe 1.1 million people
cumulatively around the world have watched the LaGrave livestream.
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Prayer Concerns

We praise God for His faithfulness to:

Andrew Balk, who made his public profession of faith last Sunday,
November 16.

Dorothy Balk, Rhodes Balk, and Leon Hakes, who received the
sacrament of baptism last Sunday, November 16.

Norma Krampe, who celebrated her 90th birthday on Nov. 20.
Jean Eckman, who will celebrate her 90th birthday on Nov. 24.
Ann Buunk, who will celebrate her 90th birthday on Nov. 28.

lke Timmer, who will celebrate his 96th birthday on Nov. 28.
Jennie VanDuyn, who will celebrate her 9lst birthday on Nov. 30.

Let us faithfully pray for:

JoDell Balodis, who is having abdominal surgery on Friday,
November 28.

Phil Blackport, who had knee replacement surgery on Thursday,
November 20.

Esther Dyk, who remains hospitalized in the ICU after extensive
hernia surgery.

Michael Hoisington, who is leaving for Jakarta, Indonesia to train
Indonesian pastors.

Larry Kerkstra, who continues therapy at The Oaks of Jamestown.
Don VandenBosch, who is receiving therapy at the Inn at Freedom
Village following surgery for blood clots.

Edna Venlet, who was hospitalized for an infection but has now
returned to her room in nursing at Raybrook.

Laura Verbridge, who has moved to assisted living at Raybrook.

We extend our Christian sympathy to:

The family and friends of Rev. Bill VanDyk, who passed away on
Saturday, November 15. His funeral service was held at the
Raybrook Manor Chapel on Wednesday, November 19 with Rev.
Stan Mast officiating.
David & Janis Versluis, David Versluis, Laura & Mark Bosscher
(sadie, Ryan) and extended family, in the death of father and
grandfather, David Versluis, who passed away on Tuesday,
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November 18. His funeral service will be held here at LaGrave on
Monday, November 24 at 11 a.m. in the Chapel. Chad Boorsma will
officiate. Visitation is before the service beginning at 10 a.m. There
will be a luncheon to follow.

Please pray for:
those receiving hospice services — Bev VandenBosch, George Zandt

those living with cancer — Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, Sherri Kanten,
Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Steve Palazzolo, Lioyd
Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb Voskuil

those with other continuing needs — Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford,
Jolene DeHeer, Rob Entingh, Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman,
Joyce Jongsma, Harris Kiekover, Dorothy Ondersma, Rich (Mamuani)
Postma, Jim VandenBerg, Joy Winkle, Joyce Zwiers

those awaiting immigration status updates - Yudelis Rodriguez,
Briana Alonso

those actively serving in the military — Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek

Missionary of the Week: Tim & Barbara Berends, who lead a multi-
ethnic church in Toronto. Praise God for many exciting developments,
especially among recently arriving immigrants! Pray that God will
enable Tim to disciple well the next generations of leaders from many
people groups.

Thank you:

Thank you to the members of LaGrave for your expressions of support
during the loss of my wife Pat. Now that the funeral is done, | am still
receiving compliments on the inspirational music, the quality
preaching, the warmth of the community and the beauty of the
worship in our sanctuary. ~ Bill Peterson

Thank you to our church family for prayers, cards, phone calls, texts,
and rides to church during Bert's recent surgery and as she recovers.
We also really appreciated the live stream to stay connected.

Thank you! ~ Peter & Alberta Gordon

Thank you to the congregation for your generous outpouring of
donations this month. We had a large turn out on Tuesday and were
able to offer lots of winter wear to our Spa Day guests. The recipients
were grateful. We are set with donations for now. ~ Denise DeGraaf
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Calendar

Sunday, November 23

Morning Worship 8:40 AM
10 ‘0 Clock Hour 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Bells Gloria 4:00 PM
7-12 Choir 4:40 PM
CREW, Vault 5:30 PM
Middle School Youth Group 5:30 PM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM
Monday, November 24
Dave Versluis Sr. Funeral Service ... 11:00 AM
Mission Committee, LL 6:00 PM
Communications Committee, 200................ 7:00 PM
Women's Book Club, Parlor 7:30 PM
Tuesday, November 25
Historical Committee 9:30 AM
Worship Committee, Parlor 7:00 PM
Wednesday, November 26
Intercessory Prayer, Chapel 115 PM
Chancel Choir 7:00 PM
Thursday, November 27
Thanksgiving Day Service 10:00 AM

Office Closed
Friday, November 28
Office Closed
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Sunday Volunteers

Assisting This Week: November 23

Security:

8:40: Jeff Dekker, lan Smith, Harvey DeMaagd

11:00: Kevin Scholten, Judy Scholten

Greeters:

8:40: Yvonne Ferwerdaq, Elaine DeStigter, Patti Gardner,

Kim DesStigter

11:.00:

6:00:
Ushers:

8:40: Ben Nagel, Dave Becksvoort, Karel deWaal Malefyt,
Paul Stuit

11:00: Jeff Scholtens, Dan Stoffer, Mitchell Schroder, Eli Walcott
6:00: John Dekker

Thanksgiving Day: November 27
CGreeters:
10:00: Brad Post, Larry Bos Jr, Brad Schaap,
Karel deWaal Malefyt

Assisting Next Week: November 30
Security:
8:40: Dave Versluis, Tim Walcott, Zach Kruyf
11:00: Jeff Scholtens, Chad Sholtens
Greeters:
8:40: Beth Swagman
11:00: Evonne & Don Plantinga, Norma Hoeksema
Ushers:
8:40: Brad Post, James VanHekken, Brad Schaap, Chris Weller
11:00: Matt Scholten, Marilyn Rottman, Cyndi Post,

Merv Kamper
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