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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here. 

 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

  The Prelude: 
     “Fountain Reverie”                               Percy Whitlock 
 “Healer of Our Every Ill”      Franklin Ashdown 
 
  The Chiming of the Hour 
 

  The Introit:  

      “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (8:40)   arr. Rob Hobgood      
 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise, the glories 
 of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace!  
 

 He breaks the power of reigning sin, he sets the prisoner free; his blood can 
 make the foulest clean; his blood availed for me. 
 

 Hear him, you deaf; you voiceless ones, your loosened tongues employ; you 
 blind, behold your Savior come; and leap, you lame, for joy!  
 
      “Beside Still Waters” (11:00)           Howard F. Starks 
 The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; he makes me down to lie in pastures 
 green; he leadeth me the quiet waters by. He leadeth me, he leadeth me the 
 quiet waters by.  
 
*The Processional Hymn: Worship & Rejoice 24 
 “God, You Spin the Whirling Planets” 
  
*The Greeting 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
  The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 

   
  The Call to Confession: Psalm 51: 1-3 
 Have mercy on me, O God, 
     according to your unfailing love; 
 according to your great compassion 
     blot out my transgressions. 
 Wash away all my iniquity 
     and cleanse me from my sin. 
 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
  
  The Prayer of Confession 
 
  The Assurance of Forgiveness: John 1: 24-27, 29 
 

*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 623: 1-4 
 “God, Be Merciful to Me” 
 

We Celebrate God’s Faithfulness (8:40) 
   
  The Baptism & Profession of Faith of Alora Jeffers 
 
  The Meaning of Baptism and Profession of Faith  
 
  The Vows  
 
  The Baptism 
 
  The Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 627: 1, 3, 4 
 “Just As I Am”  
 
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
  The Children’s Moment, concluded with:  
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.   
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  The Pastoral Prayer 
 
  The Anthem:  

      “I Will Make a Way!” (8:40)                        Tom Trenney 
 Behold! I will do a new thing! Everything old has passed away. See, 
 everything old has become new. I will make a way in the wilderness. I will 
 make rivers in the desert. See, everything old has passed away. Everything 
 has become new. Do not remember the former things or consider the ways 
 of old. Everything old has passed away. See, everything has become new. 
 The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and ostriches, for I give water in 
 the wilderness; the desert shall be a pool. I will make a way!  
    Based on Isaiah 43: 19-20 and 2 Corinthians 5: 17. Copyright ©2018 Birnamwood Publications 
               Used with permission under OneLicense #707908 
  
      “I’ve Got a River of Life Flowing Out of Me/Deep and Wide” (11:00) 
                    arr. Rob Hobgood
  
 
  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 

 
  The Offertory:  
    “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”                             Larry Visser 
 Power, all power, surely is thine. 
 Touch me and heal me, Savior divine. 
     

*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

God Speaks to Us 

  
  The Scripture: 2 Kings 5: 1-18 (p. 572) concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: “The Prophets and the Kings: Naaman” 
 
  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 

*The Closing Hymn: Worship & Rejoice 360 
 “What the Lord Has Done in Me”  
 

*The Benediction 
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*The People’s Response: Amen.  
 

*The Choral Amen (8:40) 
 

*The Organ Amen (11:00)  
 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 

*The Postlude:  
     “Allegro maestoso e vivace,” from Sonata 2   Felix Mendelssohn 
 

  Rev. Peter Jonker.......................................................................................................... minister 
  Rev. Kristy Manion ......................................................................................................... liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................. organist, pianist 
  Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ...................................................... director (8:40) 
  Bells Jubilate, Dr. Rob Hobgood ......................................................... director (11:00)  
  Marlene Padding & Jane Tol .......................... Cross and Bible bearers (8:40) 
  Brad VanHaitsma & Olivia Alcumbrack . Cross and Bible bearers (11:00) 
 

Music at LaGrave: 
(8:40)Tom Trenney, a rising church music composer, is Director of 
Music and Organist at First-Plymouth Church in Lincoln, Nebraska. His 
gifts also include teaching and preaching. Trenney’s emphatic 
anthem I Will Make a Way is based on paraphrases of Isaiah 43:18-20 
and II Corinthians 5:17. The anthem is both spacious and rhythmic and 
boldly proclaims the words from II Cor. 5:17: “If anyone is in Christ, the 
old has gone, the new is here!” Trenney’s piano skills are evident in the 
anthem’s beautifully written piano accompaniment. 
(11:00)Due to the lack of any handbell arrangements on the tune I’ve 
Got a River of Life Flowing Out of Me, Rob Hobgood was inspired to 
write an arrangement of his own. The piece opens quietly with the 
“singing bell” technique creating the sound of swirling waters 
underneath the melody played slowly in the chimes. On top of 
everything are random drops of sound played on suspended bells that 
are some of the original bells Rev. Eppinga donated for the original 
LaGrave handbell choir. The piece picks up speed with more 
percussive effects followed by a softer middle section which 
introduces the Deep and Wide tune. The faster, more rhythmic 
material returns and plays to the end. 

The flowers on the chancel today are given by the Versluis, 
Williamson, and Johnson families in loving memory of parents and 
grandparents Philip and Joy Versluis.  

The November special offering is for World Renew, who works in 30 
countries responding to both natural disasters and civil unrest. With 
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partner organizations, they provide for displaced families and invest in 
local economies to help rebuild communities and renew hope, ringing 
long-term stability for future storms. World Renew embraces a family-
centered approach to ending global poverty with food security, peace 
and justice, economic livelihood and health.  
This evening Pastor Jonker will preach on Exodus 12: 1-16 and we will 
celebrate communion together.  

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live  

Next Sunday Morning we continue our sermon series, The Prophets 
and the Kings. Rev. Manion will preach on 2 Kings 6: 8-23, the story of 
Elisha and the Arameans. 
Next Sunday Evening Pastor Jonker will preach 2 Kings 5: 1-5. 

Next Week’s Worship 

Below are the 10 O’Clock Hour happenings today  
between the morning services: 

 

• Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room 
• Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room 
• Church School : please note the new rooms! 
 3rd/4th grade— Room 221 
 5th/6th grade— Room 218/220 
 7th/8th grade— Room 219  
 9th/10th grade— Room 212  
 11th/12th grade— Room 214 
• Coffee, Fellowship, Puzzles & Games: All are welcome in the MPR.  
• Scripture Through Stained Glass: Led by Chad Boorsma, Room 

200. 
• Elijah Book Study: Led by Mike & Linda Hoisington—Council Room 
• Other Way Ministries Presentation: Executive Director Scott 

Bloem presents more about this community organization in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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2 & 3s, Children’s Worship & Nursery will be provided today.  
 

CREW (9th-12th Grade): Meets tonight from 5:30pm-7:15pm in the 
Vault. We will continue the practice of prayer. Jimmy Johns is on the 
menu. Shot in the Dark is this Saturday, November 15 from 6:30pm - 
8pm. Eat dinner before you come. See you then!   
 

MSYG  (6th-8th Grade): will meet in the MPR tonight from 5:30-7:15 for 
worship, devotions, games and lasagna dinner. Contact Jess  
Hollenbach with questions.  
 

College/Career: Dinner and Fellowship at the Glover house tonight 
from 5:30-7:30pm. Resonate Missionaries, Jim and Ruth Padilla-
DeBorst will be visiting that evening. Location: 1933 Pinnacle Dr SW. 
Reach out to Heidi (616-437-6830) if you have questions. All are  
welcome! 

Today 

Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code to for more information or to 
sign-up 

Wednesday Night Programming 
Wednesday, November 12 from 5:45pm-8:30pm 
Grab 'n go is from 5:45pm-6:30pm. Walking tacos are on the menu. 
GEMS and Youth Outdoors meet from 6:30pm-8pm. 4th-8th graders 
will be in the Fellowship Hall for an intergenerational game night 
which aligns with a Growing Young principle. There will be  
childcare for 0-4 year olds in 2s/3s Room.  
LaGrave Night Out  
Thursday, November 13 from 6:30-8:30pm 
The next LaGrave Night Out is at South Kentwood Peppino's located at 
1515 Eastport Dr SE, Kentwood. Anyone over 21 is welcome! Whether 
you are new to LaGrave or have been around a while, this casual 
night is a great way to meet people. Come when you can; stay as 
long as you want. Order dinner or simply drop by to say hello. Contact 
Heidi at  616-437-6830 or Cindy at 616-481-7071. 
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College/Career 
Sunday, November 16 at 10:00am 
Join us in the Parlor on November 16 for bagels, coffee and fellowship. 

Congregational Meeting  
Sunday, November 16 at 10:00am 
We will hold a congregational meeting next Sunday, November 16 at 
10am in the Multipurpose Room. The congregation will vote whether, in 
principle, the congregation supports LaGrave Church participating in 
the Partners in Ministry proposal with Degage Ministries, Mel Trotter 
Ministries and several other churches. As previously described to the 
congregation, that proposed ministry would be located in the former 
Seventh-day Adventist property now owned by LaGrave Church.  
Absentee ballots and electronic voting will also be available for  
members who cannot attend the meeting in person.  
GEMS Card Sales 
Sunday, November 16 at 10:00am and 12:00pm 
We will again make Christmas Card bags for our home-bound  
members, and our annual boxed cards sale will be on November 16 
after each morning service. There will be Christmas and lots of other 
kinds of cards available. Now is the time to stock up! After the 16th we 
will have only Christmas cards available on the self-serve honor table  
until Dec 18. Thank you for supporting our GEMS (Girls Everywhere 
Meeting the Savior) Girls' Club.  

Henry Beets Missionary Visit 
Sunday, November 16 at 6:00pm 
On Sunday Chris and Becca Hirt will be at LaGrave for a Ministry  
Moment in the evening service and for a brief presentation on their 
missionary work in the MPR after the evening service. A light dinner will 
be provided. Chris and Becca are missionaries serving with Wycliffe 
Bible Translators and are supported through Henry Beets. They are 
currently in Grand Rapids while Chris recovers from lymphoma  
cancer. While they are local they continue to serve as missionaries to 
further Bible translation through computer technology and counseling 
services. 

Heartside Foot Spa Day at LaGrave 
Tuesday, November 18 at 12:00pm  
Donations and volunteers are welcome for our next foot spa. See the 
News and Opportunities for the links to sign up!   
Kids Foot Basket 
Thursday, November 20 from 6:00-7:30pm 
Volunteer opportunity at Kids Food Basket! All are welcome ages 5 and 
up. We will be prepping sack suppers for school age children in Kent 
County. This is an easy way to volunteer and spend time  
fellowshipping with others. You must sign up through the link 
provided. https://vhub.at/lagravecareergroup  
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Mom’s Fellowship 
Friday, November 21 at 9:30am 
Join Moms’ Fellowship in Room 200 for coffee and fellowship with other 
moms. Childcare will be available in the nursery. Contact Alisha 
Doezema with questions: 616-745-9834. 

Women’s Book Club 
Monday, November 24 at 7:30pm 
Please join us on Monday, November 24 at 7:30pm in The Parlor to  
discuss The Orphan’s Tale by Pam Jenoff. Books are available at local 
libraries, Schuler Books or Amazon. Please wear name tags.  
Vespers 
November 30 at 6:00pm 
Join us in the chapel for a time of spiritual renewal as we hear from 
the Psalms, take song requests, and spend time as a community in 
prayer.  

Sourdough Cinnamon Roll Class 
Saturday, December 6 at 10:00am 
All are welcome to attend a Sourdough Cinnamon Roll class in the MPR 
at church! Whether you are new to the art of sourdough or have made 
wonderful bread in the past,  join others from LaGrave to learn how to 
make delicious rolls in time for Christmas. Cost to attend is $25 which 
includes a starter and guide to take home. Signups are available 
online. Questions? Contact Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org. 

Calvin Men’s Basketball Game 
Friday, December 12 at 7:00pm 
LaGrave is returning to the hospitality suite at Calvin University to 
watch the Men's Basketball Game on Friday, December 12! The suite 
opens at 7pm; game starts at 8pm. Cost to attend is $5 per person. 
Popcorn, treats and drinks will be provided.  Space is limited so sign up 
today!  Questions?  Contact Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org.  
College/Career Volunteer Opportunity 
Wednesday, December 17 from 6:30-9:30pm 
LaGrave Church has partnered with Covenant House of Grand Rapids 
to host a Holiday Bowling Event. We are looking for the following: Food 
organizers, Bowlers, and Church Van Drivers (must be 21 to drive). If 
you are interested or have questions, email hglover@lagrave.org.   

River City Improv  
Saturday, February 7 at 7:33pm  
Save the Date! LaGrave is heading to River City Improv at Wealthy  
Theatre. Deadline to signup will be in early January so watch the  
bulletin for more details.  
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Stewardship Week: Today is the end of our annual Stewardship Week. 
The Stewardship Newsletter was in the News and Opportunities email 
this past two Tuesdays along with a link to submit your commitment 
electronically and confidentially. It also may be mailed to church or 
you may email it directly to Amy Hermen(ahermen@lagrave.org). 
Hard copies of the Newsletter and envelopes are on the Welcome 
Center. Thank you in advance for your commitment to LaGrave and 
the General Fund for 2026. 

Apple Pies: If you missed apple pie pickup, find Rachel Thorne in the 
MPR after church to pick up your pie. Payment is due at time of pickup. 

Calling all men to sing! All men (7th grade and older) are invited to 
come sing with the men of the Chancel Choir on Sunday, November 
16th at the 11:00 service. Rehearsal will be held on Wednesday night, 
November 12 from 6:30 to 6:55 in the Junior Choir room. We would ask 
that you make it to this rehearsal. Contact Rob Hobgood at  
rhobgood@lagrave.org if interested.  

Tour of the new office space: Following the congregational meeting 
next Sunday, November 16, there will be an opportunity to walk 
through the newly renovated office space. Come and see our new 
and improved work area!  

Meditating on the Attributes of God: In conjunction with the fall  
sermon series, we will have the opportunity to think about an attribute 
of God each week by meditating on a passage that reflects that  
attribute. This week we are reminded that God is omnipotent with the 
words of Jeremiah 32:17. Hard copies of all the readings for the month 
are available in the narthex.   

Thanksgiving Food Collection:  Our food collection Sunday for the 
Downtown Food Pantry at Westminster will be on November 23. Fill the 
bag in your mailbox with the most wanted items and return it before 
or on Sunday Nov 23. Financial contributions for the food pantry are 
also welcome.  

Share the Joy – Give a Toy: LaGrave is once again supporting The 
Other Way Ministries and juveniles in the court system who would  
otherwise not receive Christmas gifts. If you would like to donate toys, 
please drop them off in the MPR by Sunday December 7. If you prefer 
to order online, we have created an Amazon wish list that will deliver 
directly to LaGrave. Find the list in the News & Opportunities email.  

Announcements  
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Winter Warming Shelter Volunteering at The Vault and Westminster 
Now-March 31, 2026: The Heartside winter warming shelter is open and 
welcomes volunteers!  Begin the process by registering through Mel 
Trotter Ministries' volunteer portal on their website or in the News & 
Opportunities. After you register as a volunteer, you will receive  
background check clearance in about a week to receive 30 minutes of 
training during your first shift. Reach out to Kristin Batts if you need 
help navigating the volunteer registration.   

Library News: The newly renovated LaGrave Library is open. You are 
invited to stop by and look it over. Recently, about sixty boxes of books 
were taken from storage and reshelved. Also, we purchased some new 
books during the closure. They are on display at various places in the 
library.  

Attention! Parents of College Students: It's Exam Care Package 
time! If you would like your daughter/son to receive an exam care 
package from LaGrave, please email hglover@lagrave.org, by  
Sunday, November 23 with their address, email, and phone  
number. These will be mailed out the week of November 30.    

As the winter months approach, please remember to prioritize nearby 
parking spots for those with mobility needs.  

Spa Day Donations: We are seeking gently used winter clothing  
donations for the next Spa Day, which is November 18. Coats, jackets, 
hoodies, fleeces for men and women are needed. Men’s clothing of all 
types is in short supply and would be greatly appreciated. Donations 
can be brought to the Multi-Purpose Room.  

Short-term Mission Exposure Trip (STEM): Mexico City in April 2026 – 
We’ll be serving alongside our missionaries there, David & Blanca 
Gifford, in Children’s VBS and Prayer ministries. Want to join the team? 
Your Initial Application Form is due tomorrow. Use the link to the form 
in the Nov. 4 News & Opportunities. For more info: skruis@lagrave.org.  

Interested in making LaGrave your church home? We would love to 
have you join! Email Marie Jansen, our Membership Administrator, 
at mjansen@lagrave.org to begin that process.  

Thank you for remembering to wear your LaGrave name tag each 
Sunday! This helps us all become better acquainted with each other 
and helps visitors identify who are members. If you lost your nametag, 
please fill out a short form located at the welcome center.   

Elexio, our on-line church directory, still has missing photos from 
many of our members! Take a quick picture of yourself and email it to 
Marie Jansen at mjansen@lagrave.org. In a large church, pictures  
allow us all to better learn your names.  
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Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Randy Bakker, who is continuing therapy and fine tuning of his 

baclofen pump at Mary Free Bed. 
• Alberta Gordon, who is recovering at home after spinal fusion 

surgery. 
• Rich Haan, who is recovering at home after hip replacement 

surgery. 
• Jim Hoek, who is at Breton Woods for therapy following shoulder 

replacement surgery. 
• Betty Kingma, who is now at home recovering. 
• Laura Verbridge, who is receiving therapy at Mary Free Bed 

following a fall resulting in broken ribs.  
• Joy Winkle, who is receiving healthcare at home as she lives with 

some chronic conditions. 

We extend our Christian sympathy to:  
• Mark & Gwen Leegwater, (Erin, Thomas), in the death of mother 

and grandmother, Barb Leegwater, on Wednesday, November 5. 
Visitation is at Zaagman Memorial Chapel on Monday, November 
10 from 6-8 p.m. Her funeral service will be held here at LaGrave on 
Tuesday, November 11 at 11:00 a.m. with a luncheon to follow. Chad 
Boorsma will officiate.  

• Yudelis Rodriguez and Briana Alonso, in the death of mother and 
grandmother, Urbicia Caballero, on Monday, October 20 in Cuba.  

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services –  Bev VandenBosch, George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, Sherri Kanten, 
Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Steve Palazzolo, Lloyd 
Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb Voskuil  
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Jolene DeHeer, Rob Entingh, Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, 
Joyce Jongsma, Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover, Dorothy Ondersma,  
Rich (Mamuani) Postma, Bill Stroo, Jim VandenBerg, Don VandenBosch, 
Bill VanDyk, Joyce Zwiers  

Prayer Concerns 
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those awaiting immigration status updates - Yudelis Rodriguez, 
Briana Alonso 
those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

Missionary of the Week:  Gwen Hanna, who serves as chaplain at a 
Colorado ranch where troubled clients receive therapy on horseback. 
Pray for peace for special needs clients that have so much anxiety, 
and wisdom for Gwen in ministering to them. 

New Members 
Today we welcome -  
Ken & Valerie Visser, who come to LaGrave from New Life Presbyterian 
Church, Canton, NY. 
Alora Jeffers, who is joining by profession of faith. 
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Calendar 

Sunday, November 9 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 8:40 AM 
 Henry Beets Mission Society, LL ................................ 9:50 AM 
 10 ‘0 Clock Hour ................................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 11:00 AM 
 Bells Gloria.............................................................................. 4:00 PM 
 7-12 Choir ................................................................................ 4:40 PM 
 CREW, Vault ........................................................................... 5:30 PM 
 Middle School Youth Group, MPR ............................ 5:30 PM  
 Evening Worship ................................................................. 6:00 PM 
Monday, November 10 
 Council-Elders/Deacons .............................................. 6:30 PM 
Tuesday, November 11 
 Barb Leegwater Funeral Service ............................. 11:00 AM 
 Bells Jubilate .......................................................................... 6:15 PM  
 Cuba Committee, Parlor ............................................... 7:00 PM  
 Spiritual Formation Committee, 200 .................... 7:00 PM  
Wednesday, November 12 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study, LLMR ............................ 8:00 AM  
 Women’s Morning Bible Study, 200 ...................... 9:00 AM 
 Women’s Mid Morning Bible Study, Parlor ....... 10:00 AM 
 Intercessory Prayer, Chapel .......................................... 1:15 PM  
 3-6 Grade Choir .................................................................. 5:15 PM 
 Grab ‘n Go Meal, MPR ...................................................... 5:45 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study, Parlor ............................. 6:30 PM 
 GEMS .......................................................................................... 6:30 PM 
 Youth Outdoors, offsite .................................................. 6:30 PM 
 Social Concerns ................................................................. 6:30 PM  
 Chancel Choir ...................................................................... 7:00 PM   
Thursday, November 13 
 Beth Moore and More, Parlor, 200, Council ...... 9:30 AM 
 LaGrave Night Out at Peppino’s  ............................. 6:30 PM  
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Sunday Volunteers 

Assisting This  Week: November 9 
 Security:  
  8:40: Brad Schaap, Ike Schaap, Ben DeGraaf 
  11:00: Steve Schroder, Mitch Schroder 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Sharon Etheridge, Brent & Cindy Busscher 
  11:00: Sue & Jon Pastoor, Kara Plantinga 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Dave Gebben, Sam Schat, Tim Walcott, Eli Walcott 
  11:00: Cyndi Post, Luther Ajim, Sally Jonker 
  6:00: Sam Schat 
 
Assisting Next  Week: November 16 
 Security:  
  8:40: Andrew Schimmel, Chris VerMeulen, Steve Hoekzema 
  11:00: Brad Post, Karel deWaal Malefyt 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Julia Hoekstra, Mark & Tracy Brant 
  11:00: Marc & Chris Hoeksema 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Jim Krol, Brent Busscher, Brad Schaap, John Schat 
  11:00: Marilyn Rottman, Luther Ajim, Merv Kamper 
  6:00: Pete Clover 

Friday, November 14 
 Men’s Bible Study, Parlor .............................................. 8:30 AM 
 Patricia Peterson Funeral Service .......................... 11:00 AM 
Saturday, November 15 
 CREW-Shot in the Dark ................................................... 6:30 PM  
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Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503 
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