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Children’s Christmas Program

December 14,2025 | 4:00 PM




Order of Worship

Children’s Christmas Program | 4:00 PM
Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a
time of prayer and meditation

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds with-
out announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The Worship

& Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An asterisk (*)

denotes standing for those who are able. We are glad you are here.

Prelude:
“What Child Is This” Richard Purvis
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Raymond H. Haan

The Chiming of the Hour
The Call to Worship

*The Opening Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 56
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

*The Greeting
*The People’s Response: Amen.

The Welcome



Christmas Love Letters from God

Based on the book Christmas Love Letters from God
by Glenys Nellist

Isaiah’s Good News

Characters:
Narrators: Celine Alcumbrack, Libby Kuiper, Willa DeBoer
Isaiah: Edward Havlicek
Voice of God: Austin Hakes

Response: Bells Gloria
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Martha Lynn Thompson

Mary’s Song

Characters:
Narrators: Celine Alcumbrack, Libby Kuiper, Rosie Stuit
Mary: Evelyn Holford
Angel: Izzy Elenbaas
Voice of God: Austin Hakes

Joseph’s Dream

Characters:
Narrators: Celine Alcumbrack, Cahlani Medema
Joseph: Henry Slotsema
Angel: Izzy Elenbaas
Voice of God: Austin Hakes

Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 82

“Angels We Have Heard on High”
Verse I: Angel/Animal Choir
Verse 2-3: Congregation




Bethlehem'’s Road

Characters:
Narrators: Libby Kuiper, Willa DeBoer
Donkey: Katie Kuiper
Mary: Evelyn Holford
Joseph: Henry Slotsema
Voice of God: Austin Hakes

Response: 3-6 Choir Song
“When Will the Little King Come?” Ruth Elaine Schram
Chorus:
When will the little King come? When will we see God's Son?
We will sing and shout for joy, greet the precious baby boy,
when our Emmanuel comes.

Will he come like a breath of spring while the flowers are
blossoming?

Will he come on a summer day while earth’s warmed by
sunshine's ray? (Chorus)

Will he come when the air grows cold while the leaves turn
to red and gold?

Will he come on a winter night while the stars are shining
bright? (Chorus)

Jesus Joy!

Characters:
Narrators: Celine Alcumbrack, Rosie Stuit
Mary: Evelyn Holford
Joseph: Henry Slotsema
Star: Olivia VanWingerden
Cow: Penny Hakes
Voice of God: Austin Hakes



Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 86

“Away in a Manger”
Verse I. Angel/Animal Choir
Verse 2-3: Congregation

Shepherds’ Surprise

Characters:
Narrators: Libby Kuiper, Cahlani Medema, Celine Alcumbrack
Shepherds: Emma Nagel, Charlotte DeBoer
Angel: Izzy Elenbaas
Sheep: Josie and Owen Elzingg, Ollie and Riggs Stuit
Voice of God: Austin Hakes

Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 93

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”
Verse I. Angel/Animal Choir
Verse 2-3. Congregation

Wise Men’s Wonder

Characters:
Narrators: Libby Kuiper
Wise Men: Mia Elzinga, Kade Elzingq, Isla Heeringa
Star: Olivia VanWingerden

Interlude: 7-12 Choir

“The Journey” Lloyd Larson
Where is he, O where is he? His star blazes in the night;

as we trace the changing skies, he is hiding from our sight.
Can you tell us where he lies? We would worship him
tonight, and will journey 'til we find, and our search is turned
to sight.

Your guiding light shows us the way, we see your Morning
Star ascend! To you, dear Christ, all searches come, in you
our journey finds its end.

The star beams its golden ray over sleepy Bethlehem,



where with joy we find the child, and with gifts we worship
him.

While we thought we came to you in a little starlit place,
it was you who came to us, Christ, the glory of God's face.

Characters:
Narrator: Celine Alcumbrack
Voice of God: Austin Hakes

The Prayer

*Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 80
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

*The Benediction
*The People’s Response: Amen.

*The Postlude:

“Prepare the Way” Paul Manz
Rachel Thorne program director/liturgist
Dr. Rob Hobgood director
Bells Glorig, 3-6 Choir, 7-12 Choir
Deb Alley pianist
Norma de Waal Malefyt organist
Isaac Manion cover art

Please join us immediately after the Program for a Koinonia
pizza dinner, which will be served in the MPR. All are welcome!

Christmas gift (4 years old - 8th grade): Regardless of if your child
participated in the Children’'s Christmas program, there is a gift for
them in the MPR. Look for the bag with their name on it.

The flowers on the chancel are dedicated to Jacob, Eleanor,
Cayleigh, Margaret, Rhodes, Kensey, Leon, Margaret, Ryan,

Liam, Dorothy, Rhodes, Reid, Frances, Evelyn, Phoebe, and Chase.
17 babies of LaGrave Church celebrating their first Christmas this
season. May each precious child grow into their salvation, singing
in their hearts “Jesus loves me this | know.” Dan & Ann Van Eerden.



The December special offering is for Camp Tall Turf, a 40-year-
old Christian camp offering leadership training and mentoring for
inner city and greater Grand Rapids youth.

Copies of the Announcements & Prayer Concerns are available
on the Welcome Center.

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live
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