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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here. 

 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

  The Prelude: 
     “Where Are These Happy Shepherds Going?” (A French Noel)    
            Claude Balbastre  
 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”              arr. John R. Watkinson
   
  The Chiming of the Hour 
 
  The Introit:  

      “The Glory of the Father”              Egil Hovland  
       The word made flesh, and dwelt among us. We beheld the glory of the 
 father, full of grace and truth.                                                  Adapted from John 1 
                                        
*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 61: 1,2,6,7 
 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 
*The Greeting 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
  The Welcome 
 

We Humbly Approach God 

   
  The Call to Confession:  
 Leader: As we approach our Holy God, let us open our hearts 
 before him. Let us admit our failures, confess our sins, and 
 acknowledge our need. 
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 Song: Wild and Lone, the Prophet’s Voice (verse 1) 
 Wild and lone, the prophet’s voice echoes through the 
 desert still, calling us to make a choice, bidding us to do God’s 
 will: “Turn from sin and be baptized; cleanse your heart and 
 mind and soul. Quitting all the sins you’ve prized, yield your 
 life to God’s control.”                                Daw Jr., © 1989, Hope Publishing Company,  
                                                                                 Used by permission under OneLicense #707908 
 
  The Prayer of Confession 
 
  The Reading: 
 Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me 
 will not walk in darkness but have the light of life.” 
 We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
     the lighting of the candle 
 
  The Scripture: Isaiah 9: 1, 6-7 
 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
 on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 
 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
 and the government will be on his shoulders. 
 and he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no 
 end. 
 He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
 establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
 from that time on and forever. 
 The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 
 
  The Words of Forgiveness: (based on 1 John 1: 5-7) 
 God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the 
 darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 
 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
 fellowship with one another, and the blood 
 of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 75 
 “Lord, You Were Rich Beyond All Splendor” 
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We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
  The Children’s Message, concluded with:  
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.  
  
  The Pastoral Prayer 
 
  The Anthem:   

      “Who But the Lord?”                                                       Craig Courtney 
 O come, thou Bright and Morning Star and bring us comfort from afar. 
 Dispel the shadows of the night and turn our darkness into light. Who but 
 the Lord can give the shadows light, can break into the dark, draw morning 
 from the night?  
 
 Who but the Lord will hear our cry and answer, “Here am I”? Who but the 
 Lord makes blinded eyes to see, brings music to the deaf, sets the lonely 
 captive free? Who but the Lord will by his glory show the paths of peace? 
 Who but the Lord? 
 
 O shine on us the brightness of your face, to earth’s remotest end, every 
 people, every race. O shine on us until to each is shown your saving grace.  
 O shine on us,. Who but the Lord can give the shadows light? None but the 
 Lord.                             Susan Bentall Boersma. © Copyright 2017 by Beckenhorst Press, Inc. 
             Used with permission under OneLicense #7070908 
 

God Speaks to Us 

  

  The Scripture: Matthew 14: 1-13a (p. 1523) concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: “John the Baptist: Death” 
 
  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 
*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 91 
 “God Reigns! Earth Rejoices” 
 
  The Offertory:  
    “Creator of the Stars of Night”                            Alec Rowley 
     “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”              Paul Manz 
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  The Offering 
  After the offering plate has passed you in the pew, members   
     of the congregation and visitors are invited to come forward 
     and join the Chancel Choir for the traditional singing of the          
     Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus.” Scores will be provided at the 
 front of the Sanctuary.  
 
*The Hallelujah Chorus, from Messiah                G.F. Handel 
 Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. The 
 kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord 
 and of his Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever. King 
 of kings, and Lord of lords. Hallelujah!  
 
*The Benediction 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
*The Final Hallelujah  
 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 

*The Postlude:  
     “Let Earth Receive Her King”                           Richard Elliott 

 
  Rev. Peter Jonker.......................................................................................................... minister  
  Rachel Thorne .................................................................................................................. liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................. organist, pianist 
  Perrin Rynders ............................................................................................................. timpanist 
  Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ...................................................................... director 
  The Schimmel Family ................................................................ candle lighters (8:40) 
  The Heeringa Family .................................................................. candle lighters (11:00)  
  Sheryl VanEck & Mia Ackerman ................... Cross and Bible bearers (8:40) 
  Dee DeKryger & Joyce Jeltema .................... Cross and Bible bearers (11:00) 
 
The Advent Banners and Paraments reflect the message of Isaiah 9:6, 
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.” In Advent, we 
celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ. Jesus, the light of the world, 
breaks through the world’s darkness with his glory, bringing to us the 
light of salvation.  
The Advent Wreath is a circle which reminds us that God is eternal 
with no beginning and no end. The four candles represent the light of 
God coming into the world. They also represent the four Sundays of 
waiting during Advent. The pink candle symbolizes the joy of the 
eminent coming of the Christ. The white, center candle is the Christ 
candle. This candle reminds us that the incarnation is the heart of the 
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Christmas season. Jesus, the light of the world, comes into the 
darkness of our lives and brings new life and hope. 
Music at LaGrave: Today’s postlude was composed by Richard Elliott, 
primary organist at the Mormon Tabernacle. His festive arrangement 
combines the carol Joy to the World, For unto Us a Child is Born and 
the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s Messiah, and Beethoven’s Ode to 
Joy. Continuing in the spirit of Handel’s masterpiece, Messiah, we are 
sent from this place to spread the joy of the season. 
The flowers on the chancel are given by the Stehouwer children in 
loving memory of their parents Charles (12/4/12) and Marianne 
(8/3/25) Stehouwer. "Blessed are those who die in the Lord.”  
(Rev. 14: 13) 
The December special offering is for Camp Tall Turf, a 40-year-old 
Christian camp offering leadership training and mentoring for inner 
city and greater Grand Rapids youth. 
This evening, at 6:00pm we will have our annual Carol Sing led by the 
61-member orchestra under the baton of Maestro Robert Hobgood.  
There will be homemade Christmas goodies and treats served in the 
MPR following the Christmas Carol sing. All are welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Wednesday night, at 4pm & 11pm we will celebrate our annual 
Christmas Eve Services. Pastor Jonker will lead a service based on the 
face of God as a Christmas theme and a theme throughout the Bible. 

Next Sunday (December 28) we only have one morning service at 10 
am. We welcome Dr. Laura Smit to our pulpit. Dr. Smit is a professor of 
Religion at Calvin University and she will preach on Luke 1:67-79, 
focusing on the three songs of Luke: the song of Mary, the song of the 
Angel and the song of Zecheriah. 

Next Sunday Evening there is no formal worship service, but there will 
be a vesper prayer meeting in the chapel at 6pm. 

Next Week’s Worship 
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Below are the 10 O’Clock Hour happenings today  
between the morning services: 

• Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room 
• College/Career Coffee & Bagels: Join us in the Parlor for coffee 

and treats to celebrate the end of the semester! If you are a  
college student who is home for the holidays, we would love to 
see you. If you are under 30 and visiting LaGrave, we would love to 
meet you!  

• Coffee Fellowship, Puzzles and Games will be in the MPR.  
• While We Wait: Led by Rev. Laurie TenHave-Chapman and meets 

in Room 200.  
• Advent Service Discussion: Led by Rev. John Steigenga and 

meets in the Council Room. 
  

Today 

2 & 3s, Children’s Worship &  Nursery will be provided today.  
NOTE: There will be NO Children’s Worship on Sunday, December 28.  

 

Christmas gift (4 years old - 8th grade): Regardless of if your child 
participated in the Children's Christmas program, there is a gift for 
them in the MPR. Look for the bag with their name on it.   
 

MSYG (6th-8th Grade) & CREW (9th-12th Grade): Enjoy your  
Christmas break! We will meet again on Sunday, January 4.  
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Special Services at LaGrave 
Today, December 21  
 8:40 & 11:00am— Annual Singing of Hallelujah Chorus  
 6:00pm—Annual Instrumental Carol Sing 
Wednesday, December 24  
 4:00pm— Annual Christmas Eve Family Service 
 11:00pm—Annual Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Wednesday, December 31 at 6:00pm— Annual NYE Candlelight Service 

Vespers 
December 28 at 6:00pm 
Join us in the chapel as we gather to meditate on one of the Psalms, 
take song suggestions, and spend time praying over prayer requests.  
Wednesday Night Programming will resume again on Wednesday, 
January 7.  

Puzzle Day in the MPR 
Saturday, January 10 from 1:00-3:00pm 
Join us in the MPR for a fun and friendly puzzle challenge! Every group 
of four will tackle the same 1,000 piece puzzle. Sign up by yourself (you 
will be paired with other friendly LaGrave puzzlers) or with your 
friends. Drinks and light snacks will be provided to keep your brains 
sharp. No puzzle tools allowed - simply bring yourself and be ready to 
enjoy teamwork and a whole lot of fun. Signups are available online.  

LaGrave Night Out  
Thursday, January 15 from 6:30-8:30pm 
LaGrave Night Out returns; this time at Five Lakes located at 350 84th 
St SW, Suite 480, Byron Center (located in the back of Tanger Outlet 
Mall just off 131). Anyone 21 and over is welcome! Whether you are new 
to LaGrave or have been around a while, this casual night is a great 
way to meet people. Come when you can; stay as long as you want. 
Order dinner or simply drop by to say hello! Questions? Contact Heidi 
at 616-437-6830 or Cindy at 616-481-7071.  

River City Improv  
Saturday, February 7 at 7:33pm  
All are welcome to attend this fun event! Signups are now available 
online. Cost to attend is $10; cash or checks written out to LaGrave can 
be placed in Cindy Busscher's mailbox or sent to the church office. 
Deadline to sign up is Wed, Jan. 7 at 9am.  
 

Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code to for more information or to 
sign-up 
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Holiday Office Hours: The LaGrave office will be closed December 24-
December 26, December 31 at noon, and January 1. Regular office 
hours will resume Monday, January 5. If you have any  
announcements for December 28, please send them to the office by 
9am on Monday, December 22. If you have any announcements for 
Sunday, January 4, please send them to the office by 12 noon on  
Monday, December 29. Thank you!  

Stewardship: Thank you to those who have turned in their  
stewardship commitment for the 2026 General Fund budget. 59.4% of 
the budget has been committed to date! Members of the Finance 
Committee are contacting members this week. If you have not  
submitted your pledge, please email Amy Hermen  
ahermen@lagrave.org before the end of the year. Thank you for your 
continued support. 

Giving Statements for 2025 will be emailed out in January. However, 
if you want to know where you are with your pledge commitment or 
what you have given to LaGrave this year, you can check that out 
yourself on Elexio. When your profile opens up, select the giving tab 
and your giving history will be there. If you haven't accessed Elexio yet, 
call the office and talk to Marie Jansen. You may also reach out to 
Amy Hermen (ahermen@lagrave.org). 

Thank you! GEMS Christmas card bags: THANK YOU, dear  
congregation, for filling the bags.  They are in the process of being 
delivered to some very happy and appreciative home-bound  
members. Our GEMS (Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior) Club  
wishes all of you a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.    

Thank You! The Henry Beets Mission Society (HBMS) is deeply  
grateful for the generous response received for the HBMS collection in 
November totaling $24,323.50.  These funds directly support the HBMS 
missionaries globally.   

Flowers: We are grateful to every one of you who brought praise to 
God in our worship services by donating beautiful flowers in memory 
or in honor of your loved ones. Once again, there is a new sign-up for 
the new year. Contact Cindy Busscher or Marlene Padding to sign-up!  

If you or a loved one experiences hypersensitivity or sensory  
overload, there is an active and calming space for you at 
church.  Room 217 contains active sensory items like a crash pad, 
walking stones, and a TV with livestream for worship. Room 200 is 
equipped as a comfortable space for those who experience sensory 

Announcements  
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overload. In that room you’ll find a TV with livestream worship, 
weighted blankets, noise reducing headphones, fidget toys, art 
supplies, and focusing tools. We hope these will be a spaces for  
people to engage in the worship service by livestream, or find respite 
until they are ready to reengage with the service in the Sanctuary.  

Large print bulletins and large print hymnals have been relocated 
from the welcome desk to the tables which are just outside the  
sanctuary.  

Library News: Be sure to stop by the library to look over the Christmas 
cart, loaded with seasonal readings in fiction and nonfiction for adults, 
as well as some children’s books.   

Interested in making LaGrave your church home? We would love to 
have you join! Email Marie Jansen, our Membership Administrator, 
at mjansen@lagrave.org to begin that process.  

The LaGrave Worship Arts Committee is pleased to host a display of 
artwork by the late Chris Stoffel Overvoorde, which will run through 
February 1, 2026, in the Parlor and lower level. Chris Stoffel Overvoorde
(1934–2019) was a Dutch American artist and a long-serving art  
professor at Calvin College. He was known for his extensive work as a 
painter, printmaker, and graphic designer, for his landscape paintings 
featuring expansive skies and clouds. Born in the Netherlands, he  
immigrated to the United States at age 22 and earned his MFA from 
the University of Michigan in 1966, the same year he joined the Calvin 
College faculty. During his 31-year career, he served as art department 
chair and director of exhibitions, and was recognized for integrating 
his Christian faith with his art and teaching. In 2003, he published the 
book Passing the Colors: Engaging Visual Culture in the 21st Century.  
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Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Bette Frieswyk, who is continuing therapy at Corewell Kensington. 
• Shiloh Gebben, who had a tonsillectomy on Friday, December 19.  
• Betty Kingma, who is continuing therapy at Mary Free Bed. 
• Joanne Maas, who is healing at home after being hospitalized 

briefly following a fall that fractured bones in her pelvis. 
• Steve Palazzolo, who is seeking next steps in his treatment after his 

test results were not favorable for a bone marrow transplant in 
December as hoped.   

• Mamuani Postma, who is continuing her recovery at home. 
• Jon Voskuil, who continues his recovery from neurosurgery at 

home. 
We extend our Christian sympathy to:  
• The family and friends of Robert VanderWal, who passed away on 

Wednesday, December 17. His funeral service is pending.  

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Jerry Kruyf, Bev VandenBosch, 
George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, Sherri Kanten, 
Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon 
VanHouten, Barb Voskuil  
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Sandra Destrempes, Esther Dyk, Sandy Gronsman, Joyce Jongsma, 
Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover, Dorothy Ondersma, Rich (Mamuani) 
Postma, Jim VandenBerg, Joy Winkle, Joyce Zwiers  

those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

As members of God’s family, remember those who live with 
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, ALS or other progressive neurological illnesses 
and loved ones who support them. 

 
 

Prayer Concerns 
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Missionary of the Week:  Betsy Huebner, who disciples students at the 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. She met a graduate student at 
church who is exploring faith, as he knows it aligns with his values. Pray 
that God will draw him to Himself.  

New Members 
This week we welcome Stacey Gala and her children, Mandalyn and 
Rye at the 11:00 a.m. service. They come to LaGrave from Suttons Bay 
Congregational Church, Suttons Bay, MI. 

Thank you 
A special thank you to the elders and deacons who took their time to 
deliver beautiful plants to the widows of our church. 
Thank you to all who prayed, sent cards and visited following my knee 
replacement. I’m thankful for the time Rev. Manion took to visit and I 
am healing well.  ~ Phil Blackport 
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Calendar 

Sunday, December 21 
 Morning Worship............................................................... 8:40 AM 
 10 ‘0 Clock Hour ................................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Morning Worship............................................................... 11:00 AM 
 Barnabas Group, LL ........................................................... 4:15 PM 
 Christmas Carol Hymn Sing Service .................... 6:00 PM 
 Christmas Treats in the MPR ...................................... 7:00 PM 
Monday, December 22 
 Mission Committee, LL .................................................... 6:00 PM 
 Chancel Choir, Sanctuary ........................................... 7:00 PM 
Tuesday, December 23 
 Historical Committee ..................................................... 9:30 AM 
 Bob VanderWal Funeral Service ............................. 11:00 AM  
 Bells Jubilate ......................................................................... 6:15 PM 
Wednesday, December 24 
 Office Closed 
 Christmas Eve Service ................................................... 4:00 PM  
 Christmas Eve Service ................................................... 11:00 PM   
Thursday, December 25  
 Merry Christmas!  
Friday, December 26 
 Office Closed 
Sunday, December 28 
 Morning Worship.............................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Vespers Prayer Service, Chapel ............................... 6:00 PM 
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Sunday Volunteers 
 
Assisting This Week: December 21 
 Security:  
  8:40: Jeff Konyndyk, Grant Konyndyk, Karel deWaal Malefyt 
  11:00: Leo Christner, Mark Christner 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Garry & Yvonne Ferwerda, Alex & Megan Baumann 
  11:00: Andy & Becca VandeGriend, Sue Roelofs 
  6:00: Elaine DeStigter, Ana VanderVelde 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: John Schat, Dave Becksvoort, Matt Alcumbrack,  
           Colton Alcumbrack 
  11:00: Cal Thorne, Dave Tornga, Sally Jonker, Merv Kamper 
  6:00: Brad Schaap, Luther Ajim 
 
Assisting on Christmas Eve: December 24  
 Ushers:  
 4:00: Kris Andrus, Dave Gebben 
 11:00: Sally Jonker, Luther Ajim, Ben Nagel, Jeff Scholtens  
 
 

Assisting Next  Week: December 28 
 Security:  
 10:00: Paul Ondersma, Karl Ondersma, Patrick Kinstle,  
            Ryan Heckman, Matt Scholten 
 Greeters:  
  10:00: Beth Swagman, Michelle Schat  
 Ushers:     
  10:00: Paul Stuit, Brad Schaap, Brad Post, Jim Krol 
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Sermon Notes 
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