LaGrave
- Avenue

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

Morning Worship

May 11,2025 | 8:40 and 11:00 a.m.




Order of Worship

Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a
time of prayer and meditation

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able. We are glad you
are here.

God Calls Us to Worship

The Prelude:

“Nigerian Prayer” (Oba a Ba Ke) Fela Sowande
“Lord of the rainbow, forgive us our offences; for the sake of Jesus,
grant us pardon”

“Children of the Heavenly Father” Larry Visser
The Chiming of the Hour

The Introit:

“Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above (8:40) arr. Rob Hobgood
Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation, the God of
power, the God of love, the God of our salvation. My soul with comfort rich
he fills, and every grief he gently stills: to God all praise and glory.

“This Is My Father’s World” (11:00) arr. Linda McKechnie
This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears all nature sings, and round
me rings the music of the spheres. This is my Father’s world: | rest me in the

thought of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought.

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 555
“Let All Creation’s Wonders”

*The Greeting—concluded by the minister saying:

Christ is risen!
Christis risen indeed! Alleluia!



The Welcome

We Humbly Approach God

The Call to Confession: Joel 2:12-13

The Prayer of Confession:
God who is kind, merciful, and patient,
we confess that we have been unfaithful to our covenant
with you and with one another.
We have worshiped other gods: money, power, greed, and
convenience.
We confess that we have served our own self-interest.
We have not loved our neighbors as you have commanded,
nor have we rightly loved ourselves.
Forgive us, gracious God, and bring us back into the fullness
of our covenant with you and one another.
May we change our lives, come back to you, and strive to
be faithful in all we say and do. Amen.

The Assurance of Forgiveness: Romans 8:1-2, 28

*The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 17
“Beautiful Savior”
Sing verse 3 a cappella

We Celebrate God’'s Covenant Promises

The Meaning of Baptism (11:00)

The Baptismal Vows (11:00)
The Baptism of Crew Robert Medema, son of
Chad & Christina Medema
Prayer Partners: Gord & Ruth Bylsma



The Baptism of Eleanor Jane Scrace, daughter of
David & Kathy Scrace
Prayer Partner: Kristin Batts

The Baptismal Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 543:1,3 (11:00)
“Now Thank We All Our God"

Children are invited to come forward for the baptism,
and return to their seats during the baptismal hymn

We Respond with Thanksgiving

The Children’s Message (8:40) concluded with:
Congregation: The Lord be with you.
Children: And also with you.

The Pastoral Prayer

The Anthem:

“O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” (11:00) David Schwoebel
O Love that will not let me go, | rest my weary soul in thee; | give thee back
the life | owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be.

O Light that follows all my way, | yield my flickering torch to thee; my heart
restores its borrowed ray, that in thy sunshine’s glow its day may brighter,
fairer be.

O Joy that sleekest me through pain, | cannot close my heart to thee; |
trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain that
morn shall tearless be.

O Cross that lifts up my head, | dare not ask to hide from thee; I lay in dust
life’s glory dead, and from the ground there blossoms red life that shall
endless be.

“God of Creation, All-Powerful, All Wise” (11:00) Cathy Moklebust
God of creation, all powerful, all wise, Lord of the universe rich with surprise,
Maker, Sustainer, and Ruler of all, we are your children-you hear when we
call. God of our now, all our trust is in you, covenant God, ever faithful and
true; sovereign Creator, Redeemer, and Lord, now and forever your name be
adored!

Text: Margaret Clarkson, © 1987 Hope Publishing Company.

Used with permission under Onelicense #707908

The Offering
*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on
the pew in the middle aisle



The Offertory:
“You Are Our God; We Are Your People” Michael Burkhardt
“Children of the Heavenly Father” Emily Maxson Porter

*The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him, above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

God Speaks to Us

The Scripture: Genesis 8: 20-22, 9: 7-17 (p. 13), concluded with:
Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Sermon: “Even Though”

The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word

We Go in His Peace

*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 21
“This Is My Father’'s World”

*The Benediction

*The People’'s Response: Amen.
*The Choral Amen (8:40)

*The Organ Amen

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells

*The Postlude:
“All People That on Earth Do Dwell” Michael Burkhardt



Rev. Peter Jonker minister

Rachel Thorne liturgist
Dr. Larry Visser organist
Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (8:40)
Bells Jubilate & Bells Gloria, Dr. Rob HObgOOd ... director (11:00)
Carmen Day & Mia Ackerman Cross and Bible Bearers (8:40)
Brad & Ruby VanHAitSMa.....c.ooeeeerrrrree Cross and Bible Bearers (11:00)

The liturgical season of Easter is the fifty days from Easter to
Pentecost. The white, gold, and crystals used in the paraments and
banners reflect the glory of the resurrection. Jesus Christ, the King
of kings, has won the victory over sin and death!

Music at LaGrave: (11:00) Canadian Margaret Clarkson (1915-2008)
was an Ontario elementary school teacher, but hymn writing was
her passion and stemmed from her lifetime of personal Biblical
study. Seven of her hymn texts are included in Worship & Rejoice,
including her creation hymn God of Creation, All Powerful, All Wise,
sung to the Irish tune SLANE (Be Thou My Vision). Our adult and
children’s handbell choirs combine to play Cathy Moklebust's
arrangement of this hymn tune; the children play the handchimes
while the adults play the handbells, resulting in intergenerational
praise to the God of all creation.

The flowers on the chancel today are given by Bill Stroo, Tom &
Heidi Glover, Hannah Glover, Hillary and Dirk Tanis, and Dirk &
Maria Glover, in memory of Marilyn Stroo who passed away May 7,
2016. Happy Mother's Day, Mom!

The May special offering is for In The Image. In The Image
operates a “Free” Store in the Burton Heights neighborhood,
providing new or gently used items such as clothes, household
goods/bedding/furniture/toys.

This evening, Reverend Manion will preach from 1Kings 19 on the
ministry of the prophet Elijah.

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live



Today

2 & 3s, Children’s Worship & Nursery will be provided today.

The

Ten O’Clock Hour

Growing in Fellowship and Faith Formation

Opportunities this week:

e Nursery offered for ages 0-3: 2/3s room

e Classes for grades 3-8: upper level classrooms

e littles Choir for age 4-2nd grade: lower level Junior Choir room
e Coffee & Fellowship: MPR

e Developing a Vibrant Prayer Life with Jolene DeHeer: room 200

Next Week’s Worship

Next Sunday Morning We will continue our mini sermon series
highlighting three of God's promises from the Old Testament. Pas-
tor Jonker will preach on Genesis 22, and the promise God made to
Abraham.

Next Sunday Evening Pastor Jonker will lead us in worship.



Upcoming Events

Scan the QR code to for more information or
to sign-up

Men's Coffee

Thursday, May 15 at 10:00am

All men are welcome to join the men's coffee group on Thursday, May
15 in the Council Room from 10-11:30am. Men of any age can enjoy this
time of socializing and eating donuts. If you need a ride, call
616-245-3803.

Moms' Fellowship

Friday, May 16 at 9:30am

Join us for a playground meetup on Friday, May 16 at 9:30am. We will
meet at Ottawa Hills Park located at 2060 Oakfield Ave SE,

Grand Rapids, 49506. Any questions, please contact Alisha Doezema
alishadoezema@gmail.com

Organ Recital

Friday, May 16 at 7:30PM

The Grand Rapids Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and
LaGrave will present Dr. Caroline Robinson, U of M Organ Faculty
member and internationally renowned performer, in a free organ
recital on Friday, May 16 at 7:00 p.m. Robinson will play music of
Bairstow, Howells, Bolcom, Bach, Price, and Dupré. A reception will
follow the recital.

Minister's Special Coffee

Sunday, May 18

All current or retired ministers, chaplains, seminary professors,
seminary students and their spouses and families are invited to a
special coffee time in the Parlor during the 10 o'clock hour on Sunday,
May 18, hosted by the Fellowship Committee. Enjoy this sweet
opportunity to connect with each other as we say thank you for your
service. Whether you are new to LaGrave, visiting or have been at
church for a long time; a widow of a minister or come with your family,
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know we would love to see you there. Coffee and special treats will be
served.

Calling All Men to Sing

Sunday, May 18th at the 8:40 service

All men (7th grade and older) are invited to come sing with the men of
the Chancel Choir on Sunday, May 18th at the 8:40 service. Rehearsal
will be held on Wednesday, May 14 from 6:30-6:55 in the Junior

Choir room. We would ask that you make it to rehearsal. Contact Rob
Hobgood rhobgood@lagrave.org if interested.

Missionary Visit

Sunday, May 18 at 6:00pm

Charles & Hensel Oh, who we support through the Missions
Committee, will be with us to tell about their work in Asia. They have
been serving with Resonate Global Mission in the Philippines, but are
transitioning to Japan (also with Resonate). They will give a brief
update during the evening service and then give a longer
presentation afterwards where a light supper will be provided.

College/Career

Friday, May 23 at 7:00pm

Looking for an opportunity to meet others? Hillside Community Church
(1440 68th St. SE) is hosting an epic Game Night filled with fun,
laughter, and a little friendly chaos! They'll have games like Body Body,
Nerf battles, and much more. Bring your energy, your friends, and your
favorite snacks! Reach out to Heidi if you have questions!

Also, reserve the late after/evening of Saturday, May 31 for The Great
Racel Sign up by reaching out to Heidi or Annika Bosma. More details
to follow.

Vespers

Sunday, May 25 at 6:00PM

Join us in the chapel as we draw closer to God through a simple
evening service filled with song and prayer requests. Future dates for
Vespers include July 6 and August 31. Please park in the main lot and
enter through the west (canopy) entrance.

Women'’s Loeks Event

June 11 from 6:00-8:00pm

Calling LaGrave women of all ages! You are invited to the next Loeks
event at Lavender Life Farm on June 11 from 6-8pm. We will hear about
the mission of the farm, learn about the health benefits of lavender,



clip a bundle to take home, enjoy a lavender treat and savor the
beauty of the farm in peak season. Cost is $10. Sign up online today!

Clay Shooting Event

June 14 at 9:30am

A Lagrave Clay Shooting event returns on June 14 at 9:30am at Kent
County Conservation Club. Cost to participate is $40 payable directly
to KCCC. Equipment rental is available at the club for an additional
fee. Fellowship will host a casual lunch following the competition. Sign
up is available online.

LaGrave Night Out

Wednesday, June 18 at 6:30pm

The next LaGrave Night Out is scheduled for Wednesday, June 18, at
Founders from 6:30-8:30 pm. Enjoy dinner out or simply drop by to say
hello. This casual evening is a great opportunity to meet others from
LaGrave. Whether you are visiting LaGrave or have been around a long
time, you are warmly welcome to come. Questions? Contact Heidi
616-437-6830 or Cindy 616-481-7071.

Detroit Tigers Game

Saturday, September 20

LaGrave is heading to the Detroit Tigers at Comerica Park on Saturday,
Sept. 20. Meet at church at 8 am to enjoy a coach bus ride for an
afternoon game. Cost is $60. Sign up and additional details are now
available online.

Save these summer fellowship dates!

Watch for more details and signups coming soon:

. Craig's Cruiser's: All are invited to this church-wide event on
Wednesday, July 23 from 5-8pm. Cost will be $5 which
includes a salad/Italian buffet and tickets to four
attractions. Please come even if you don't participate in the
activities! We will enjoy dinner together in our own space.

. LaGrave’s 2nd annual golf scramble will take place on
Saturday, August 9 at Boulder Creek. You can choose to golf 9
or 18 holes, sign up alone, as a two or foursome.

. LaGrave women! Plan on attending a succulent class at
Spruced Studio on Wednesday, August 13. You will create your
own arrangement after choosing from a variety of containers
and succulents.
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Announcements

Community Engagement Director News

In April the congregation heard that LaGrave's hiring process for a new
full-time staff member was coming to a close, and now we can share
the news: Please join us in welcoming Kristin Batts, MSW, as LaGrave's
new Community Engagement Director! She will begin work in

June. Kristin comes to this role after many years serving the Heartside
community at Cherry Health. As a member of LaGrave, she is also
familiar with this congregation's gifts and opportunities.

Young Adults

Have you recently graduated from college within the past few years or
entering into your last years of college? Or, are you working and
striking out into the adult world for the first time? Then the book, After
College: Navigating Transitions, Relationships, and Faith by Erica
Young Reitz, might be a great read for you! If you would like to receive
a copy, contact Heidi Glover via email or text. (hglover@lagrave.org or
616-437-6830)

Special Offering, Sunday, May 18

LaGrave's Henry Beets Mission Society (HBMS) has been providing
financial support to numerous global missionaries for over 70

years. Sunday, May 18, 2025 is the first of 3 annual special collections
that help continue the work of HBMS. The sole source of income for
HBMS is through these annual special collections, as well as estate
and memorial gifts. You can give to HBMS by using the designated
budget envelopes, or on-line through Elexio. Thank you for your
financial contribution to HBMS.

Christian Summer Camp Support

Do you wish you could send your child to a Christian summer camp
but the cost is challenging? The deacons may be able to assist with
those camp fees. Contact your district deacon or Vicki Gelderloos
at gelderloosfam@mac.com for more information.
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Calendar

Sunday, May 11
Morning Worship 8:40 AM
10 O’clock hour 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Evening Service 6:00 PM
Monday, May 12
New Elder/Deacon Training, PArlor ... 5:30 PM
Council—Elders/Deacons 6:30 PM
Tuesday, May 13
Bells Jubilate 6:30 PM
Christian Education 6:30 PM
Wednesday, May 14
Men’s Morning Bible Study, LL ......nvcciunnnns 8:00 AM
Women'’s Morning Bible Study, Library ............. 9:00 AM
Spiritual Journey Bible Study, LL......coeeeeeernnnns 9:30 AM
Women'’s Mid Morning Study, Parlor ... 10:00 AM
Intercessory Prayer, Chapel 115 PM
Faith Journey Bible Study, Parlor ... 6:30 PM
Chancel Choir 7:00 PM
Thursday, May 15
Men'’s Coffee, Council ROOM. .......ccucccnrccvrsnnnns 10:00 AM
Pastoral Care Committee, Parlor ... 4:00 PM
SERVE Committee, Vault 7:00 PM
Friday, May 16
Men'’s Bible Study 8:30 AM
AGO Organ Recital 7:00 PM
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Sunday Volunteers

Assisting This Week: May 11
Security:
8:40: Dave Versluis, Tim Walcott
9:30: Zach Kruyf
11:00: Jeff Scholtens, Chad Scholtens
Greeters:
8:40: Sharon Etheridge, Marilyn Kortman
11:00: Scott & Sarah Lingenfelter
Ushers:
8:40: Brent Busscher, Sam Schat, Brad Post
11:00: Matt Scholten, Luther Ajim, Merv Kamper, Dave Tornga
6:00: Pete Clover

Assisting Next Week: May 18
Security:
8:40: Charles VanEerden, Doug VanBeek
9:30: Tom Oostema
11:00: Matt Alcumbrack, Colton Alcumbrack
Greeters:
8:40: Garry & Yvonne Ferwerda, Dottie & Jack VandeGuchte
11:00: Andy & Becca VandeGriend
Ushers:
8:40: Matt Alcumbrack, Colton Alcumbrack, Ben Nagel
11:00: Larry Bos, Jeff Scholtens, Cyndi Post, Mitch Schroder
6:00: Sam Schat
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Prayer Concerns

We praise God for His faithfulness to:

Nathan & Megan Vanderploeg (Oliver, William, Luke), in the birth
of Rhodes Bennett on April 18.

Let us faithfully pray for:

Colton Alcumbrack, who broke his collarbone in a dirt bike
accident last week.

Sandra Destrempes, who is awaiting test results and treatment
options for a blood disorder.

Roger DeVries, who has returned home after being hospitalized
with congestive heart failure and a virus.

Tom Duthler, who was released from the hospital and is now at
Beacon Hill for rehab.

Sandy Gronsman, who has been hospitalized this week with
cardio-pulmonary symptoms and is recovering after a
cardioversion.

Jim Hoek, who is receiving physical therapy for chronic neck pain
and headaches.

Tom Hoekstra, who is hospitalized with pneumonia and non-
alcoholic cirrhosis of the liver.

Dorothy Hofman, who has been released from thehospital and is
now receiving rehab at The Oaks of Byron Center.

Marge Hoogeboom, who will have a vertebroplasty on Tuesday,
May 13, to stabilize spinal fractures.

Steve Palazzolo, whose first round of chemotherapy to treat acute
leukemia was not successful. Steve received a more targeted
round of chemotherapy this week.

Nick Tuit, who had cochlear implant surgery on Thursday, May 8.
Kim VanHaitsma, who had kidney transplant surgery on Thursday,
May 8.

As members of God’s family, remember those who know the gospel
but face doubts about Christians or Christianity.
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Please pray for:

those receiving hospice services - Dirk Hollebeek (Matt Hollebeek’s
brother), Rose Koning, Roger & Myrna Mulder, Bev VandenBosch, Bob
Vanderley, Hank Zuiderveen

those living with cancer — Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, Sherri Kanten,
Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ ddughter), Beth Mulder, Jeanne
VandenBerg, Sharon VanHouten, Barb Voskuil

those with other continuing needs — Sandy Buter, Rob Entingh, Harris
Kiekover, Dorothy Ondersma, Rich & Mamuani Postma, Jim
VandenBerg, Bill vanDyk, Paul Wright, Joyce Zwiers

those actively serving in the military — Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek

Missionary Concern of the Week: Stephan Lutz and Alicia Zents, who
serve in Agricultural Development with World Renew in Kenya. Pray for
wisdom and courage to minister to the Anglican Church there and see
lives changed at community levels in some very dry, isolated, and
vulnerable areas of the country.

Thank You:

Many thanks and much love for the beautiful and thoughtful
messages sent to me on my 90th birthday! Such love and comfort
from the congregation, each of the staff, and my exceptional, much
loved Wednesday morning Bible study friends! God'’s world offers so
many blessings each day! Thank you all, Judy Walters

Dear LaGrave family, A heartfelt thank you for all the calls, cards, texts,
emails, and meals | received after my shoulder surgery. | was well
remembered. Our staff made sure to check in regularly. Such a
blessing to be part of this church community and the many prayers
offered up for healing. In His love, Linda Berkhof
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Sermon Notes
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