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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 10:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able. We are glad you 
are here. 

 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

  The Prelude: 
     “These Are the Holy Ten Commands”                       Johann Sebastian Bach 

 “What Shall I Render to the Lord”                                   Christopher Tambling 

   
  The Chiming of the Hour 
 
  The Introit: 
 “O Worship the King” arr. Rob Hobgood             
 O Worship the King, all glorious above, O gratefully sing his power and his 
 love: our shield and defender the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor 
 and girded with praise. O measureless Might, unchangeable love, whom 
 angels delight to worship above! Your ransomed creation, with glory ablaze, 
 in true adoration shall sing to your praise.  
                     
*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 511 
 “Amid the Thronging Worshipers” 
 
*The Greeting—concluded by the minister saying: 
 Christ is risen!  
 Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 
  The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 
 
  The Call to Confession: 1 Peter 1: 14-15 
 
  The Prayer of Confession: 
 Concluded by singing: “Search Me, O God” 
 Search me, O God, and know my heart today; try me, O 
 Savior, know my thoughts, I pray. See if there be some 
 wicked way in me; cleanse me from every sin and set me free.  
                                                                                                               Worship & Rejoice 385: 1 
 
  The Assurance of Forgiveness: 1 Peter 1: 18-19 
 
*The Hymn of Response: Worship & Rejoice 256: 1, 2, 3 
 “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood”  
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
  The Children’s Message 
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.   
 
  The Anthem:  

      “Sing and Be Joyful”                 Carl Heinrich Graun 
 Sing and be joyful, ye righteous, for the Word of God is unfailing
 forevermore. As for his commandments, the stand ever sure, forever sure. 
       
  The Pastoral Prayer 
 
  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 

 
The Offertory:  
    “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”              Janet Linker 
        Called through worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go. 
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*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

God Speaks to Us 
   
  The Scripture: Exodus 24: 1-11 (p. 123), concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: “The Care and Keeping of Covenants” 
 
  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 

 

God Sends Us Out 

 
*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 847 
 “This Holy Covenant Was Made” 
 
*The Benediction  
 
*The People’s Response: Amen.  
 
*The Choral Amen  
 
*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 
*The Postlude:  
     ”Fugue in C Major”       Dietrich Buxtehude 

  Rev. Peter Jonker .......................................................................................................... minister 
  Chad Boorsma ............................................................................................................... liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................................... organist 
  Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ...................................................................... director   
  Rachel Rynbrandt & Merv Kamper .............................Cross and Bible Bearers  
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The liturgical season of Easter is the fifty days from Easter to 
Pentecost. The white, gold, and crystals used in the paraments and 
banners reflect the glory of the resurrection. Jesus Christ, the King 
of kings, has won the victory over sin and death! 

Music at LaGrave:  Carl Heinrich Graun (1704-1759) was a German 
composer who was well known for his operas, however, he also 
wrote various other pieces including a Passion Cantata titled The 
Death of Jesus in 1755. Sing and Be Joyful, a movement from that 
Cantata, is an emphatic declaration of praise for God’s “unfailing 
Word and commandments which remain forever sure.” The short 
opening and closing sections of the piece are firm and chordal, 
while the middle section is a fugue with each section of the choir 
entering on an ascending scale pattern.  

The flowers on the chancel today are given by Curt and Ruth 
Witte in celebration of the lives of Rev. Wilmer and Ruth Witte and 
their daughter Gayla. Thanks be to God for all of those in our lives 
that have shown us the way. 

The May special offering is for In The Image. In The Image 
operates a “Free” Store in the Burton Heights neighborhood, 
providing new or gently used items such as clothes, household 
goods/bedding/furniture/toys. 

There is no evening worship in the sanctuary this week. However, 
you are invited to Vespers, a service of song and prayer sponsored 
by the Spiritual Formation Committee, that will be held in the 
chapel at 6:00pm.  

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live   
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Today 

2 & 3s & Nursery will be provided today. There is NO Children’s 
Worship offered today.  

TODAY, May 25, our summer schedule of one morning worship service 
at 10:00am begins.  

The office will be closed on Monday, May 26 in honor of Memorial Day.  

Summer Office Hours: The church office will be closed on Fridays 
between Memorial Day and Labor Day. If you need to access the 
church building on a Friday this summer, please contact a staff person 
ahead of time to make sure someone will be there to let you in.  

Vespers: Today at 6:00PM  
Join us in the chapel as we draw closer to God through a simple  
evening service filled with song and prayer requests. Future dates for 
Vespers include July 6 and August 31. Please park in the main lot and 
enter through the west (canopy) entrance.   

Next Week’s Worship 
Next Sunday Morning we will begin our summer sermon series 
called Faith 101. This series is designed to increase our knowledge of 
basic Christian doctrine. Using the Contemporary Testimony as our 
guide, we will hear 10 sermons explaining some of the basics of our 
beliefs. Next Sunday Pastor Jonker will start the series with a sermon on 
Genesis 1 and the 12th paragraph of the Testimony.  

Next Sunday Evening  Rachel Thorne will be preaching on the story of 
the Tower of Babel from Genesis 11. This sermon will fulfill part of her 
preaching requirement for her Master of Divinity class at Fuller          
Theological Seminary.  
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Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code to for more information or 
to sign-up 

College/Career  
Friday, May 31 from 4:00-8:00pm  
Join us for a fun-filled Amazing Race style adventure on Saturday, May 
31. Gather a team or come alone to test your skills and race to the 
finish! After the excitement, we'll have dinner and fellowship at Nate 
and Annika Bosma's house. Sign up by texting Heidi or Annika.    

Global Concerns Prayer Time 
June 1  at 11:15 am 
Join us in the chapel as we pray for our missionaries, the persecuted 
church, and other concerns around the world. 

Special Coffee 
June 1 at 10:00am  
All visitors, regular attenders and newer members (those who have 
been members roughly two years or less) of LaGrave are invited to a 
special coffee time (with treats!) in the Parlor on June 1 following the 
morning worship service. This is a perfect opportunity to meet others 
at LaGrave! Even if you have attended this before, please come again! 
There will be an opportunity to have your picture taken for Elexio and 
to request a name tag.   

District Coffees are returning this summer! 
 Each Sunday morning, elder/deacon teams will be hosting coffee and 
treats in the parlor for their district.  Come to meet your elder and 
deacon, mingle with others from your district, take an updated photo 
for Elexio and order a nametag if needed. 
 June 8 – District 2: Dean Rooks and Pam Mensonides 
 June 15 – District 4: Bert Bowden and Jeff Plantinga 
 June 29 – District 3: Cyndi Post and Barbara Curphey 
 July 13 – District 10: Deb Nuiver and Justin Triemstra 
 July 20 – District 7: Paul TenBrink and Rachel Scholten 
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 July 27 – District 8: Marc Hoeksema and Vicki Gelderloos 
 August 3 – District 6: Mark Mensonides and Tim Clover 
 August 10 – District 9: Tom Glover and Sam Schat 
 August 17 – District 5: Karl Ondersma and Deb Ondersma 
 August 24 – District 1: Paul Stephenson and Aaron Klop 

Women’s Loeks Event 
June 11 from 6:00-8:00pm 
LaGrave women of all ages are invited to the Lavender Life Farm on 
June 11. We will hear about the mission of the farm, learn about the 
health benefits of lavender, clip a bundle to take home, enjoy a 
lavender treat and savor the beauty of the farm in peak season. Cost 
is $10. Sign up online today!  

Clay Shooting Event 
June 14 at 9:30am 
A Lagrave Clay Shooting event returns on June 14 at 9:30am at Kent 
County Conservation Club. Cost to participate is $40 payable directly 
to KCCC. Equipment rental is available at the club for an additional 
fee. Fellowship will host a casual lunch following the competition. Sign 
up is available online.  

LaGrave Night Out 
Wednesday, June 18 at 6:30pm 
The next LaGrave Night Out is scheduled for Wednesday, June 18, at 
Founders from 6:30-8:30 pm. Enjoy dinner out or simply drop by to say 
hello. This casual evening is a great opportunity to meet others from 
LaGrave. Whether you are visiting LaGrave or have been around a long 
time, you are warmly welcome to come. Questions? Contact Heidi  
616-437-6830 or Cindy 616-481-7071. 

Craig's Cruiser's 
Wednesday, July 23 from 5-8pm 
All are invited to this church-wide event! Cost will be $5 which  
includes a salad/Italian buffet and tickets to four attractions. Please 
come even if you don't participate in the activities! We will enjoy dinner 
together in our own space. Signups are available online. Questions? 
Contact Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org.  

LaGrave’s 2nd annual golf scramble  
Saturday, August 9  
Golf Scramble will take place at Boulder Creek. You can choose to golf 
9 or 18 holes, sign up alone, as a two or foursome.  
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LaGrave Women’s Event 
Wednesday, August 13 
LaGrave women! Plan on attending a succulent class at Spruced 
Studio on Wednesday, August 13. You will create your own 
arrangement after choosing from a variety of containers and 
succulents.   

Detroit Tigers Game 
Saturday, September 20  
LaGrave is heading to the Detroit Tigers at Comerica Park on Saturday, 
Sept. 20. Meet at church at 8 am to enjoy a coach bus ride for an  
afternoon game. Cost is $60. Sign up and additional details are now 
available online. 

 

Thank you for remembering to wear your LaGrave name tag each 
Sunday! This helps us all become better acquainted with each other 
and helps visitors identify who are members. If you lost your nametag, 
please fill out a short form located at the welcome center.  
 

Elexio, our on-line church directory, still has missing photos from 
many of our members! Take a quick picture of yourself and email it to 
Marie Jansen at mjansen@lagrave.org. In a large church, pictures 
allow us all to better learn your names. 
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SERVE Big Boards: Visit the Narthex and sign up to donate food, help 
with meals, be a towel washer, or bring baked goods to SERVE. SERVE is 
June 21-28, 2025.    

Help us cover SERVE week in prayer: Join the email list to receive 
prayer requests and praises during SERVE week by signing up in the 
Narthex or by texting Eleanor Lee (843-870-3796) or Emma Doorn 
(616-558-5787). 

SERVE Monetary Donations: You can give online or by bringing a 
check to the office to support SERVE week. Thank you for your 
generosity!  
 

College/Career: If you recently graduated, are in the workforce, or  just 
starting out on your own and would like to read After College, 
Navigating Transitions, Relationships, and Faith by Erica Young Reitz, 
reach out to Heidi Glover @ 616-437-6830.   

Christian Summer Camp Support 
Do you wish you could send your child to a Christian summer camp 
but the cost is challenging? The deacons may be able to assist with 
those camp fees. Contact your district deacon or Vicki Gelderloos 
at gelderloosfam@mac.com for more information.  

Fish Bowl Prayers 
Has God laid people on your heart who don't know Jesus as Savior, 
who have left the faith, or who are uncertain about their relationship 
with Jesus? The fish bowl in the library is ready to receive their names 
(or initials) as we bring them to the Lord in prayer. 
 

Lost and Found: Please check the coat room by the portico doors. The 
box is overflowing with items and many coats hanging in the closet. 
Any items left at the end of May will be donated.  

LaGrave operates a t-coil loop hearing system in the sanctuary.  

Announcements  
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Sunday, May 25 

 Morning Worship .............................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Vespers Service, Chapel .............................................  6:00 PM 

Monday, May 26 

 Office Closed, Memorial Day 

Tuesday, May 27 

 Historical Committee ..................................................... 9:30 AM  
 Spiritual Formation Committee, Parlor ............... 7:00 PM  

Wednesday, May 28 

 Men’s Morning Bible Study, LL ................................... 8:00 AM 
 Intercessory Prayer, Chapel  ......................................... 1:15 PM 
 Facilities Committee, Parlor........................................ 4:00 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study, Parlor ............................. 6:30 PM 
 

Calendar 
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Sunday Volunteers 

Assisting This Week: May 25 
 Security:  
 10:00: Charlie Kornoelje, Haley Kornoelje, David Scrace 
 Greeters: 
 10:00: Beth Swagman, Eileen Hutton  
 Ushers: 
 10:00: Brad Schaap, Ben DeGraaf, Luther Ajim,  
           Karel deWaal Malefyt 
  6:00: No Evening Service 
 

Assisting Next  Week: June 1 
 Security:  
 10:00: Jeff Konyndyk, Grant Konyndyk, Karel de Waal Malefyt 
 Greeters: 
 10:00: Galen & Thelma Meyer, Brent & Cindy Busscher 
 Ushers: 
 10:00: James VanHekken, Dave Tornga, Jeff Scholtens,  
            Mitch Schroder 
  6:00: John Dekker 



 13 

 

We praise God for His faithfulness to:  
• Austin & Amanda Hakes (Caroline and Penny), in the birth of Leon 

Mark on Monday, May 19. 
• Bob Stuit, who will celebrate his 92nd birthday on Thursday, May 

29. 

Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Mary Geertsma, who had surgery for a broken hip at Trinity Health 

and is now receiving therapy at Mary Free Bed. 
• Tom Hoekstra, who has been hospitalized this week. 
• Paula Hoekzema, who had surgery to address tremors on May 14. 
• Dorothy Hofman, who is receiving rehab at The Oaks of Byron 

Center.  
• Steve Palazzolo, whose continues in the hospital after a more 

targeted round of chemotherapy. 
• Jeanne VandenBerg, who is hospitalized due to pneumonia. 
• Kim VanHaitsma, who continues her recovery after a kidney 

transplant. 

We extend our Christian sympathy to: 
• Carol VanEck, in the death of her brother, James VanEck on 

Thursday, May 15. 

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services - Tom Duthler, Dirk Hollebeek (Matt 
Hollebeek’s brother), Rose Koning, Roger & Myrna Mulder, Bev 
VandenBosch, Bob VanderLey, Hank Zuiderveen  

those living with cancer – Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, Sherri Kanten, 
Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Beth Mulder, Sharon 
VanHouten, Barb Voskuil  

those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Sandra Destrempes, 
Rob Entingh, Sandy Gronsman, Marge Hoogeboom, Harris Kiekover, 
Dorothy Ondersma, Rich & Mamuani Postma, Jim VandenBerg, Bill 
VanDyk, Paul Wright, Joyce Zwiers  

Prayer Concerns 
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those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

As members of God’s family, remember those who experience high 
job-related stress, whether due to unemployment of under-
employment, or serving in intense fields. 

Missionary of the Week:  Corey & Amy Havlicek, who serve as Bible 
translation specialists with the Mixe people of Oaxaca, Mexico. Pray 
that God will guide them to discover the outstanding translation needs 
in these communities. Please also pray for Amy as she prepares to 
take her intermediate level language proficiency exam.  

Thank You: 

I was overwhelmed and touched by so many cards, expressions of 
sympathy and prayers offered from my family at LaGrave after Bob’s 
passing.  It was as though I felt the hand of God touching me each 
time. Thank you to Peter, Chad and Larry for making the service so 
beautiful.  Harriet Hasper 

New Members: 
We welcome Luke and Emily Tilma, who transferred their membership 
from Plymouth Heights CRC (Luke) and Georgetown PRC (Emily). 

Transfer Out: 
Micah & Claire Doorn (Isaiah) have transferred their membership to 
Neland Avenue CRC, Grand Rapids, MI. 

Christina (Bouma) Hilts has resigned her membership to affiliate with 
Keystone Community Church, Ada, MI.  

Stephanie (Goris) VanDam has transferred her membership to Pillar 
Church, Holland, MI. 
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Sermon Notes 
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Sermon Notes 


