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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 10:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here. 

 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

  The Prelude: 
     “When Morning Gilds the Sky”                                   Stanley E. Saxton 
  In all our work and prayer we ask his loving care:  
  May Jesus Christ be praised!  
 “Variations on Ora Labora” (Come, Labor On)        Gerre Hancock 
 

  The Chiming of the Hour 
 

  The Introit:  

      “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go”                     
 Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go, my daily labor to pursue; thee, only thee, 
 resolved to know in all I think or speak or do.  
 
 Thee may I set at my right hand, whose eyes mine inmost substance see, 
 and labor on at thy command, and offer all my works to thee.   
 
 For thee delightfully employ whate’er thy bounteous grace hath given; and 
 run my course with even joy, and closely walk with thee to heaven.        
       
*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 372 
 “When Morning Gilds the Sky” 
 
*The Greeting 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen.  
  
  The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 

   
  The Call to Confession: Colossians 1: 9b-10 
 
  The Prayer of Confession: 
 Loving Father, for the times when our choices have not 
 brought honor to your name, 
 we seek your grace. 
 For the times when our work has not produced good fruit for 
 your kingdom, 
 we seek your mercy. 
 For the times when we have failed to know you more, 
 we seek your forgiveness. 
 Wash away all our iniquity, O God, and cleanse us from our  
 sin. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

  The Assurance of Forgiveness: Colossians 1: 13-14 
 

*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 876 
 “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”  
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
  The Call to Prayer: from Psalm 27: 7-8 (NLT)  
 Hear us as we pray, Lord. 
 Be merciful and answer us! 
 We have heard you say, “Come and talk with me.”  
 And our hearts respond, 
 “Lord, we are coming.” 
 
  The Pastoral Prayer 
 Concluded with The Lord’s Prayer, sung by the vocal soloist         
 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
 for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.  
 
  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 
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The Offertory:  
    “Lord of All Hopefulness”                   Larry Visser, Albert L. Travis 

 
*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
  The Children’s Message 
 
  The Anthem:  

      “Lord of All Hopefulness”                               arr. Alan Bullard 
 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, whose trust, ever child-like, no cares 
 could destroy, be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, your bliss in our 
 hearts, Lord, at the break of day.  
 
 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, whose strong hands were skilled at 
 the plane and the lathe, be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, your 
 strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.  
  
 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, your hands swift to welcome, your 
 arms to embrace, be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, your love in 
 our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.  
 

 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, whose voice is contentment, whose 
 presence is balm, be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, your 
 peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.  
                                Words: Jan Struther from Enlarged Songs of Praise, 1931. Reproduced by 
              permission of Oxford University Press. Used with permission under OneLicense #707908 
 

God Speaks to Us 

 
  The Scripture: Ecclesiastes 5: 13-20 (p. 1041) 
 concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: “Meaningful Work” 
 

*The Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 519: 1, 3, 4 
 “God, We Sing Your Glorious Praises” 
  

*The Benediction 
 

*The People’s Response: Amen.  
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*The Organ Amen  
 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 

*The Postlude:  
     “A Rejoicing”                                               Alfred Fedak 

  Rev. Kristy Manion ....................................................................................................... minister 
  Chad Boorsma ................................................................................................................ liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................................... organist 
  Jason Coffey.................................................................................................................... vocalist 
  Dee & Perry DeKryger .......................................................... Cross and Bible Bearers 
 

Baritone Jason Coffey is a West Michigan native. He has sung 
throughout the Great Lakes region as well as the East Coast. 
Currently he resides in Allendale and is a Choral Scholar at First 
Park Congregational Church in Grand Rapids. We welcome Jason 
to worship this morning. 
Music at LaGrave: London-born Jan Struther (1901-1953) wrote 
serious and comic poems, essays, short stories, and a novel that 
became a movie. During WWII she moved with her children to New 
York City and remained there until her death. Her 1931 songbook 
Songs of Praise contained twelve of her hymn texts, including Lord 
of All Hopefulness, a prayer for God’s provision throughout various 
times of the day and night. Acknowledging Christ’s work as a 
carpenter in verse 2, we ask for God to be in our own labor and to 
give us strength as we go about our daily tasks. 
The flowers on the chancel today are given by Matt and Deb Vogel 
in loving memory of Al and Eleanor Vogel.  
The August special offering is for Home Repair Services, which 
provides lower income families housing support, home repairs, 
financial counseling & home maintenance education and classes.  
This evening, you are invited to Vespers, a service of song and 
prayer, that will be held in the chapel at 6pm. Park in the west lot 
and enter through the canopy entrance.   

Today 
2 & 3s, Children’s Worship & Nursery will be provided today.  
 

Reminder: Today is our final 10:00am service. Beginning next Sunday, 
September 7, our regular two-service schedule resumes with worship 
at 8:40am and 11:00am. 
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Next Week’s Worship 
Next Sunday Morning Pastor Jonker will preach on 2 Kings 17.  
Next Sunday Evening Pastor Jonker will lead us in worship.  

Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code to for more information or 
to sign-up 

College/Career Ice Cream Social 
Thursday, September 4 from 7:00-9:30pm 
Ice Cream Social at Calvin University's Ecosystem Preserve & Nature 
Gardens, 1740 E. Beltline. Join us for a night of fellowship and sweet 
treats! Questions? Contact Austin 616-498-6033 or Heidi 616-437-6830 

Friday Morning Men’s Bible Study  
Friday, September 5 at 8:30am  
Men’s Bible Study will return. Departing from our usual practice of  
using books of the Bible, we will be using Timothy Keller’s study guide, 
including videos entitled “Gospel in Life: Grace Changes Everything”. 
Contact Paul LaGrand 616-780-0405 plagrand@gmail.com.  

GEMS (Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior)  
September 5 & 6 
4th-8th GEMS girls/CITs! Only 5 days until we go to Rooks' guest house 
on Lake Michigan. We want YOU there! Be sure to RSVP in the next 3 
days. Info was emailed this week & was in the News and Opportunities.  
Visitors/New Members Coffee 
Sunday, September 7 at 10:00am  
Calling all visitors, regular attenders and newer members of LaGrave 
(those who have been around for roughly two years or less)! You are 
invited to a special coffee in the parlor. Come meet others at LaGrave! 
Ministry Celebration 
Sunday, September 7 after both morning services 
This event will take place in the MPR, and will give an opportunity to 
learn more and sign up for LaGrave ministries.  
Fall Kick-Off 
Wednesday, September 10 from 5:00-8:00pm 
Our all church Fall Kick-off returns! This indoor church picnic will be fun 
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for everyone of ALL ages! The evening will include dinner, milkshakes, a 
hymn sing, carnival games, bounce houses & more! There will be a 
Cornhole Tournament you can sign up online now to participate in, run 
by Peter Jonker from 6:30-8pm. Sign up in teams of two or for yourself. 
LaGrave at the Movies: The Sound of Music! 
Saturday, September 13 at 3:00pm 
We have a private showing at Celebration Cinema South! Cost to is 
$10. Signups are available online, and the deadline to signup is Sept. 1.   

Parents Coffee 
Sunday, September 14 at 10:00am  
Parents of Preschool-4th Grade: Join us in the Parlor during the 10 
o'clock hour for coffee & treats to meet other parents who are in the 
same stage of life as you! Rachel will share the devotional books for 
this year, and you are welcome to pick up a copy for you and your 
family. Each book is $5 and can be paid for with cash/check.  
Missionary Visit 
Sunday, September 14 at 10:00am 
J. & K.(names withheld due to security concerns), veteran missionaries 
in Africa, will give a presentation in the Chapel. Plan now to attend! 
10 O’Clock Hour 
Sunday, September 14 at 10:00 am 
Below are the 10 O’Clock Hour happenings beginning Sunday,  
September 14 at 10:00am, between the morning services:  
• Church School (3rd-12th grade): Church School starts! Classes 

will meet upstairs and downstairs due to the renovation. There will 
be signs directing your kids to their classrooms. Contact Rachel 
Thorne if you have any questions.  

• Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade): We will meet in the Junior Choir 
Room (downstairs) during the 10 o'clock hour.   

• May Thy Kingdom Come: In Relationships: Rev. Tricia Bosma, 
LiveSafe committee chairperson, leads us in a three week book 
study (Sept. 14, 21, October 5 during the 10o'clock hour in the  
Council Room) on Something’s Not Right: Decoding the Hidden 
Tactics of Abuse and Freeing Yourself From Its Power. This study 
will help us to discern when the Kingdom is not flourishing in our 
relationships. Books will be $5 and can be picked up at the Ministry 
Celebration. Any questions, email livesafe@lagrave.org 

• Volunteers In Service: Join us in the Fellowship Hall as we explore 
the "Heart of a S.E.R.V.A.N.T." LaGrave has partnered with Volunteers 
In Service (VIS) for more than 25 years as they connect volunteers 
from Christian churches with opportunities to serve the  
community and witness Christ's love. Learn more at www.visgr.org. 

• "Elijah" Book Study: We will begin an 8 week study to discuss the 
book Elijah: a Man of Heroism and Humility by Charles R. Swindoll, 
which will tie in with our fall sermon series. We will meet in Room 
200 with leaders Mike and Linda Hoisington. Copies of the book will 
be $10 and can be picked up during the Ministry Celebration. 
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CREW (9th-12 Grade)  
Sunday, September 14 from 5:30-7:15pm in the VAULT 
The high school youth group, CREW, begins, in the Vault. Come for  
pizza, milkshakes, and to begin learning about the spiritual practices! 
We will be starting with the practice of prayer. Any questions, please 
contact Rachel Thorne.  

Faith Journey Bible Study 
Wednesday, September 17 6:30-8:00pm 
Faith Journey Bible study invites you to join this fall, starting a 6-week 
study of the Bible, along with “Life Together-The Classic Exploration of 
Christian Community “ by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. For information or to 
sign up/order books, please contact Dean Rooks at 616-260-8807 
rooksarchitecture@gmail.com 
Grand Rapids Active Commute Week 
September 15-19 
LaGrave is registering a team! Participants are encouraged to bike/
take the bus rather than drive. Log your trips to win prizes & attend a 
party at Founders. To join, contact Laura at lmmuresan@yahoo.com. 
Spiritual Journey Bible Study 
Wednesday, September 24 @ 9:30am 
A new season of Spiritual Journey Bible Study group begins. Women of 
all ages are welcome to join as we study the book of Genesis. We meet 
every other Wednesday morning at church from 9:30-11:00. We look 
forward to having you sign-up at our table at the Ministry Celebration. 
For information or questions, contact Linda LeMahieu, 616-403-6008/
lindonlemahieu@gmail.com.  
Men’s Adventure Weekend 
September 26-28 
All men of LaGrave are invited to Men's Adventure Weekend in Arcadia 
for a time of fishing, kayaking, golfing, clay shooting, 4 wheeling, etc. 
Signup online. Contact Brent Busscher, brent.busscher@yahoo.com.   
Outdoor Small Group 
Saturday, October 4 at 11:00am 
Outdoor Small Group is planning a Hike & Bike!  This is for all ages and 
all are invited to join us. We will hike Fred Meijer Nature Preserve & Bike 
Cannon Twsp Trail. More information is available online, or visit Dean & 
Tina Rooks at the Ministry Celebration to sign up and pick up maps. 
Please RSVP to tina.erooks@gmail.com 
The Grand Lady: A Seniors Event  
Friday, October 10 from 12:30-2:30pm 
LaGrave Seniors are invited to a private sightseeing cruise on The 
Grand Lady! A light lunch will be provided once you board. Cost to  
attend is $20. Signups and more information are now available on line.  

Sinke Train  
Saturday, October 25 from 1:30-4:00pm 
Save the date to ride the Sinke Train! More details coming soon. 
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Announcements  
 

REMINDER: September 21 is the date for a special collection for 
LaGrave’s Henry Beets Mission Society (HBMS). HBMS is not part of 
LaGrave’s budget but is solely funded by your financial gifts & special 
collections. Thank you in advance for your continued support of this 
ministry. HBMS was established over 75 years ago and currently  
provides financial support to 26 global missionaries. Gifts can be 
made through Elexio, by using the designated budget envelope, or by 
cash or check at any time indicating HBMS as recipient.  
Parents: Would your child be interested in sharing their musical gifts 
at the piano or organ on Christian Education Sunday, Sept. 28 at both 
morning services? If so, contact Dr. Larry Visser, lvisser@lagrave.org.  
Lenten Booklet: The Lenten Booklet committee is seeking meditations 
for 2026. All are invited to participate: young, old, new, longtime 
members, regular attenders, etc. Your entry should be a meditation 
pertaining to the Lenten season that will draw us closer to the Savior 
(scriptural reflection, personal story, insightful spiritual observation, 
poetry, etc.) Meditations should be 350-375 words in length; which 
includes a title, Scripture reading (with the version of the Bible you 
used), and closing prayer. Please email your meditations to Della 
Landheer: della.landheer@gmail.com as an attachment. Questions? 
Email Della or call her at (616) 656-5998. Deadline is September 30.  
Youth Outdoors Needs Volunteers: Our program for young boys on 
Wednesday nights is growing! If you are a male leader and interested 
in helping out with our Kindergarten-8th grade boys on Wednesday 
nights from 6:30pm-8pm, please contact Rachel Thorne. We need 
three more volunteers before Wednesday, September 17.  
Other Small Group Opportunities: Consider joining one of our small 
groups! Small group options include dining out, dining in member's 
homes, outdoor small group, young adult small group, movie group, 
craft group and game groups. If you are interested in arranging or 
hosting the first meeting of a small group, contact Cindy at 
cbusscher@lagrave.org. To join a group, signup online by Sept. 15.   
Art Exhibit: The LaGrave Church art commi1ee is pleased to showcase 
the artwork by Anita Shoemaker. The show, which is displayed in the 
Parlor, will run from today to Sunday, November 2, 2025. Anita states 
that her love of painting has evolved steadily over the years after  
retiring from formal teaching. She finds inspiration in the wonder and 
intrigue of God’s creation, and is thankful for the ability entrusted in 
her to bless others with her painting. Portraiture has become a  
favorite specialty. Shoemaker has a BA in Education from Calvin  
University and has won awards locally, in Lansing, and in Holland. 
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We praise God for his faithfulness to:  
• Barbara Stoutmeyer, who will celebrate her 91st birthday on 

Wednesday, September 3. 
• Bob VanderWal, who will celebrate his 90th birthday on Saturday, 

September 6. 
Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Nancy Buth, who is receiving Hospice care at Trillium Woods. 
• Rob Entingh, who has returned home from the hospital. 
• Leon Hakes, 3 month old son of Austin and Amanda, who 

continues to recover at home after open heart surgery. 
• Pat Peterson, who has been moved to Clark Retirement Memory 

Care.  
• Clarence VanDyken, who is receiving therapy at The Oaks of Byron 

Center after surgery for a broken hip. 
• Laura Verbridge, who has returned to her apartment at Raybrook. 
Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Myrna Mulder, Bev VandenBosch, 
George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, Sherri Kanten, 
Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Beth Mulder, Steve 
Palazzolo, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb Voskuil  
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Sandra Destrempes,  
Sandy Gronsman, Harris Kiekover, Dorothy Ondersma, Rich (Mamuani) 
Postma, Jim & Jeanne VandenBerg, Bill VanDyk, Joyce Zwiers  

those awaiting immigration status updates - Yudelis Rodriguez, 
Brianna Alonso 
those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

Missionary of the Week:  Than & Ruthina Veltman, serving in Ethiopia. 
Thank God for 80 new graduates at the Ethiopia Graduate School of 
Theology, where Than teaches. Pray for Ruthina and her team of Bible 
teachers as they launch a new curriculum this year at the Bingham 
Academy, and for Than’s Ph.D. exams and dissertation work.  

Prayer Concerns 
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We welcome new members: 
Patrick & Sharon McNamara, who transferred their membership from 
Grace CRC, Chatham, Ontario.  

Thank you: 
On behalf of the VanStee family I want to thank you kindly for the 
gracious use of the church staff and the facilities for Mark VanStee’s 
funeral. LaGrave does everything professionally. - Jack VanStee 
Thank you to our LaGrave family for your assistance during our health 
challenges. I (Bill) hope to start cardiac rehab in the near future.  
- Bill & Pat Peterson 
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Calendar 

Sunday, August 31 
 Morning Worship ..................................................................... 10:00 AM 
 Vespers Prayer Service, Chapel ..................................... 6:00 PM 
Monday, September 1  ...................................... Labor Day, Office Closed 
Tuesday, September 2 
 Knitting Group, Parlor  ............................................................. 1: 15 PM   
 Welcoming Committee, Parlor ........................................ 4:30 PM 
Wednesday, September 3 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study, LLMR .................................... 8:00 AM  
 Women’s Morning Bible Study, 200.............................. 9:00 AM 
 Intercessory Prayer, Chapel .................................................. 1:15 PM  
 Faith Journey Bible Study, Parlor .................................... 6:30 PM 
 Chancel Choir ............................................................................. 7:00 PM   
Thursday, September 4  
 Pastoral Care Assistant Orientation .............................. 1:30 PM 
Friday, September 5 
 Men’s Bible Study ..................................................................... 8:00 AM 

Sunday Volunteers 
Assisting This  Week: August 31 
 Security:  10:00: Jeff Dekker, Ian Smith, Harvey DeMaagd 
 Greeters:  10:00: Beth A. Swagman 
 Ushers:      10:00: Paul Stuit, Cal Thorne, Brent Busscher,  
                               Tim Walcott  
Assisting Next  Week: September 7 
 Security:  
  8:40:  Dave Versluis, Tim Walcott, Zach Kruyf 
  11:00: Jeff Scholtens, Chad Sholtens 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Jae Loucks, Galen & Thelma Meyer 
  11:00:  Plantinga Family 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Peter Ackerman, Caleb Ackerman, Ben DeGraaf,  
            Dave Gebben 
  11:00: Brad Post, Luther Ajim, Sally Jonker, Merv Kamper 
  6:00:  Pete Clover 


