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Order of Worship

Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a
time of prayer and meditation

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.
We are glad you are here.

God Calls Us to Worship

The Prelude:
“Pastorale” Johann Sebastian Bach
“Jesus Loves the Little Children” Larry Visser

The Chiming of the Hour

The Introit:

“May the Lord God Hear You Pray” Ralph Vaughan Williams
May the Lord God hear you pray; may God'’s strength be yours today, may
God bless you from above, lifting up your heart in love.

May God give you all you need;, may God make your plans succeed; may
God guide you all your days, filling all our hearts with praise.

Now we see the Lord can save, now the trembling heart is brave; now we
know that love will hear. worship now, for God is near.

Words: Michael Perry © 1990 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Company
Used with permission under OnelLicense #707908
*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 557

“O God Beyond All Praising”

*The Greeting
*The People’'s Response: Amen.

The Welcome



We Humbly Approach God

The Call to Confession: Matthew 6: 25-32

The Prayer of Confession

The Assurance of Forgiveness: based on passages from John
Do not worry about what you will eat,
because Jesus said, “l am the bread of life. Whoever comes to
me will never go hungry.”
Do not worry about what you will drink,
because Jesus said, “Whoever believes in me, rivers of living
water will flow from within them.”
Do not worry about what you will wear,
because Jesus said, “l am the light of the world.”

*The Hymn of Commitment: Worship & Rejoice 655
“Come Away from Rush and Hurry”

We Celebrate God’'s Covenant Promises

The Meaning of Baptism

The Baptismal Vows
(8:40)The Baptism of Kensey Ann Chase, daughter of
Ben & Elaina Chase
Prayer Partner: Cyndi Post

(11:00) The Baptism of Liam Matthew Miedema, son of
Matthew & Megan Miedema
Prayer Partner: Sheryll Poel

The Baptism of Rhodes Bennett VanderPloeg, son of
Nathan & Megan VanderPloeg
Prayer Partner: Chip & Julie Wisse

Children are invited to come forward for the baptism
and leave for children’s worship during the baptismal hymn.

The Baptismal Hymn: Worship & Rejoice 384:1,3
“Rock of Ages”



We Respond with Thanksgiving

The Presentation of Bibles to 3rd Graders

The Pastoral Prayer

The Anthem:

“He, Watching Over Israel” from Elijah Felix Mendelssohn

He, watching over Israel, slumbers not, nor sleeps. Shouldst thou, walking in
grief languish; he will quicken thee. Psalm 121:4, 138:7

The Offering

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on
the pew in the middle aisle

The Offertory:

“God of the Prophets” Rudolf Moser, Healey Willan

God of the prophets, bless the prophets’ heirs! Elijah’s mantle o’er Elisha cast: each
age for your own solemn task prepares; make each one stronger, nobler, than the last.

*The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him, above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

God Speaks to Us

The Scripture: 1Kings 17: 7-24 (p. 551) concluded with:
Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Sermon: “The Prophets and the Kings:
Elijah and the Widow"”

The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word

*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 369
“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”



*The Benediction
*The People’s Response: Amen.
*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells

*The Postlude:

"Allegro Marziale” Frank Bridge
Rev. Peter Jonker minister
Rachel Thorne liturgist
Dr. Larry Visser organist
Vocal Quartet, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (8:40)

Kathryn Becksvoort — soprano, Jess Hollenbach - alto
Jim Elzinga - tenor, Jason Reiffer — bass

Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (11:00)
Rachel Rynbrandt, Merv Kemper................. Cross and Bible bearers (8:40)
Brad and Ruby VANHAItSM..verereererees Cross and Bible bearers (11:00)

Music at LaGrave: He, Watching Over Israel is an excerpt from Felix
Mendelssohn'’s oratorio Elijah. After Elijah’s despair in the desert
and profound discouragement, an angel comforts him with the
words, “Lift thine eyes to the mountains,” after which the full chorus
sings “He Watching Over Israel, slumbers not nor sleeps” (Psalm
121:4). Two musical themes are present throughout the anthem: a
lyrical theme for the words “He watching over Israel” and vigorous
theme for the text “Shouldst thou walking in grief languish.” All the
while, a flowing triplet rhythm is heard in the organ
accompaniment.

The flowers on the chancel today are given in loving memory of
Sher Engbers, who went to be with her Lord on September 10, 2018.

The September special offering is for Exalta Health, a non-profit
founded in 1998 to provide routine and urgent medical, vision,
dental, behavioral and spiritual care to low income patients.

This evening, Pastor Jonker will preach on Revelation 20 and his
sermon title is “"What We Believe About the 1000 Years”.

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live



Next Week’s Worship

Next Sunday Morning we continue our sermon series on Elijah and
Elisha called The Prophets and the Kings. Pastor Jonker will preach on
1Kings 18, the story of Elijah on Mount Carmel.

Next Sunday evening our service will be a hymn-sing celebrating the
150th anniversary of Calvin University and Calvin Theological
Seminary. Participants include LaGrave staff, Calvin University
leadership, and the Calvin Alumni Choir. Come for a time of singing,
anthems, prayers, and readings celebrating this milestone
anniversary.

Today

2 & 3s, Children’s Worship & Nursery will be provided today.

The Littles Choir meets today from 10-10:45 in the junior choir room on
the lower level. Join us for a low-key time of singing, fun and games!
All children age 4-grade 2 are welcome to participate!

Contact Jess Hollenback with questions.

CREW (9th-12 Grade)

The high school youth group, CREW, begins tonight from 5:30—7:15 in
the Vault. Save the date for our fall retreat from Saturday, October 4
to Sunday, October 5.

College/Career

Join us tonight from 5:30-7:30 PM, for an evening of food and fellow-
ship. We will be dining al fresco on the Glover deck! (1933 Pinnacle Dr
SW) You are welcome to bring your friends. If you have a bag chair,
feel free to bring it. Start your week centered on being in
community! Questions? Text Heidi @ 616-437-6830.

Middle School Youth Group (MSYG)

Middle School Youth Group (grades 6-8) meets tonight in the MPR
from 5:30-7:15 for worship, devotions, games and taco dinner. All stu-
dents are welcome to participate! Contact Jess Hollenbach with
questions.



The

Ten O’Clock Hour

Growing in Fellowship and Faith Formation

Below are the 10 O’'Clock Hour happenings beginning this Sunday,
September 14 at 10:00am, between the morning services:
e Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room
e Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room
e  Church School
3rd/4th grade - Children’s Worship Room
5th/6th grade - Room 218/220
7th/8th grade - Recreation Room (basement near workshop)
9th/10th grade - Lower Level Classroom
11th/12th grade - Room 217

¢ Live Safe Presentation, May Thy Kingdom Come: In Relationships,
session 1 of 3, led by Rev. Tricia Bosma - Room 200 upstairs
Volunteers In Service presentation - Fellowship Hall downstairs
Elijah Book Study, led by Mike & Linda Hoisington - Council Room
downstairs

e Missionary Visit with veteran missionaries in Africa - Chapel

e Parents Coffee for parents of Preschool-4th Graders - Parlor

Upcoming Events

Scan the QR code to for more information or to
sign-up

Wednesday Night Programming

THIS Wednesday, September 17

Grab 'n go meal is from 5:45pm-6:30pm. Walking tacos are on the
menu. Youth Outdoors for K-8 boys and GEMS for K-8 girls is from
6:30pm-8pm. Childcare for 0-4 year olds is available from 6:30pm—
8:30pm in the 2s/3s room.

Women's Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study

Wednesday, September 17 at 10:00am

We will begin to meet again in the Parlor. We will continue our study of
"John-That You May Believe" by Kathleen Buswell-Nielson starting on
lesson 15. We can get a book for anyone who would like to join us. If
you are interested or have questions, contact Jamie VanHekken
616-285-8186/ jjhekk2@gmail.com, Pam Mensonides 616-540-8078/
pammensonides@msn.com, or Jenine VerSchure 616-322-7803/
jenineverschure2@gmail.com.



Faith Journey Bible Study

Wednesday, September 17 at 6:30pm

Faith Journey Bible study invites you to join this fall, starting a 6-week
study of the Bible, along with Life Together-The Classic Exploration of
Christian Community by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. For information or to sign
up/order books, please contact Dean Rooks at 616-260-8807 or
rooksarchitecture@gmail.com.

Beth Moore and More Bible Study

Thursday, September 18 at 9:30am

Women of all ages are invited to join the Beth Moore and More Bible
study which will meet in the Parlor. This semester we will use Beth
Moore's study To Live is Christ, The Life and Ministry of Paul. Join us
to discover a greater appreciation for Paul's unflagging faith and
undying devotion to servanthood. Contact Judy Otte with questions.

Men's Coffee

Thursday, August 21 at 10:00am

All men are welcome to join the men's coffee group on Thursday,
August 21 in the Council Room from 10-11:30 am. Men of any age can
enjoy this time of socializing and eating donuts. If you need a ride, call
616-245-3803.

Kids Food Basket

Thursday, September 18 from 6-7:30pm

College/Career Volunteer opportunity at Kids Food Basket. All are
welcome ages 5 and up. We will be prepping sack suppers for school
age children in Kent County. This is an easy way to volunteer and
spend time fellowshipping with others. You must sign up through the
link provided. https://vhub.at/lagravecareergroup

Mom'’s Fellowship

Friday, September 19 at 9:30am

Join Mom'’s Fellowship in Room 200 for a time of coffee and fellowship
with other moms. We will continue to meet every third Friday of the
month during the school year. Childcare will be available in the
nursery. Contact Alisha Doezema with questions. (616) 745-9834

Detroit Tigers Trip

Saturday, September 20

A few tickets just became available! If interested in joining the 100 plus
LaGravers on the coach bus trip, email Cindy, cbusscher@lagrave.org
for more details.

Learning More about Al

Sunday, September 21

During the 10 O’clock Hour, Derek C. Schurman, computer science
professor at Calvin University, will speak about artificial intelligence
(A1). Many believe that Al could lead us toward some sort of paradise.
A rival story suggests that Al will ultimately threaten humanity. This
talk will explore a vision for Al informed by the Biblical story with some
thoughts for how we might forge more responsible Al.


https://vhub.at/lagravecareergroup

College/Career
Sunday, September 21 at 9:40am
Join us for coffee and bagels. We will meet in the Parlor!

Women's Book Club

Monday, September 22 at 7:30pm

Please join us for the first meeting of the season in The Parlor, to
discuss The Book Club for Troublesome Women by Marie Bostwick.
Books are available at local libraries, Schuler Books, or on Amazon.

Spiritual Journey Bible Study

Wednesday, September 24 at 9:30am

Spiritual Journey Bible Study is available to women of LaGrave as we
study the book of Genesis. Any questions, please contact Linda
LeMahieu at 616-403-6008/lindonlemahieu@gmail.com

Men's Adventure Weekend

September 26-28

All men of LaGrave are invited to Men's Adventure Weekend in Arcadia
for a time of fishing, kayaking, golfing, clay shooting, 4 wheeling, etc.
Signup online. Contact Brent Busscher, brent.busscher@yahoo.com.

Raybrook Communion Service

sunday, September 28 at 6:15pm

All Raybrook residents are invited to a communion service that
LaGrave will host in Raybrook’s chapel. Rev. John Steigenga will preach
and Trish Brummel and Chad Boorsma will accompany the service.

Outdoor Small Group

Saturday, October 4 at 11:00am

Outdoor Small Group is planning a Hike & Bike! This is for all ages and
all are invited to join us. We will hike Fred Meijer Nature Preserve & Bike
Cannon Twsp Trail. More information is available online, or visit Dean &
Tina Rooks at the Ministry Celebration to sign up and pick up maps.
Please RSVP to tina.erooks@gmail.com.

LaGrave Night Out

Thursday, October 9 from 6:30-8:30pm

Join us at New Holland Knickerbocker located at 417 Bridge St NW.
Anyone over 21 is welcome to come! Enjoy a dinner out or simply stop
by to say hello. Whether you are new to LaGrave or have been around
awhile, join us for this fun and casual evening. Questions? Contact
Heidi at 616-437-6830 or Cindy at 616-481-7071.

The Grand Lady: A Seniors Event

Friday, October 10 from 12:30-2:30pm

LaGrave Seniors are invited to a private sightseeing cruise on The
Grand Lady! A light lunch will be provided once you board. Cost to
attend is $20. Signups and more information are now available on line.

Sinke Train

Saturday, October 25 from 1:30-4:00pm

Enjoy a legendary train ride, fall treats, outdoor games and an
opportunity to connect with others. Sign ups are available online.



Announcements

Congregational Informational Meeting: The Long Range Planning
Committee will present important updates about the 100 and 108
Sheldon (SDA) buildings during the 10 O'clock hour on September 28.

Meditating on the Attributes of God: In conjunction with the fall Elijah/
Elisha sermon series, which will remind us that God is in control and is
faithful despite the chaos in the world, we will have the opportunity to
think about one of the attributes of God each week by meditating on
a passage that reflects that attribute. This week our attribute is that
God is gracious, and the scripture is Psalm 86:15-16. Hard copies of all
the readings for the month are available in the narthex.

Thank you to everyone who helped make Fall Kick Off a huge
success. A special thanks to our volunteers who prepared and served
food, made milkshakes, and ran carnival games. Congratulations to
Charlie and Robin Hollebeek who won the cornhole tournament!
Below are the winners of the guessing games. You can pick up your
prize at the Welcome Center.

Backpack - Amy Havlicek

Mints - Peter and Polly Slotsema

Starbursts - Mary Afman

M&Ms - Tom Glover

Devotion Books: The Youth Education committee is offering books for
K-12th grade students to use at home in partnership with church
curriculum. Each devotion book is $5 and are now available. Contact
Rachel Thorne if you have questions.

College/Career: If you are a college student or young adult, visiting
LaGrave, stop by our welcome desk and pick up a gift bag for you! We
would love to meet you!

Henry Beets Mission Society special offering is September 21. Thank
you in advance for your continued support of this ministry, which is
funded solely by financial gifs and special collections. HBMS was
established over 75 years ago and currently provides financial
support to 26 global missionaries. Gifts can be made through Elexio,
by using the yellow budget envelope, or by cash or check at any time
indicating HBMS as recipient.

Parents: Would your child be interested in sharing their musical gifts
at the piano or organ on Christian Education Sunday, Sept. 28 at both
morning services? If so, contact Dr. Larry Visser, lvisser@lagrave.org.
Lenten Booklet: All are invited to write a meditation for the 2026 book:
young, old, new, longtime members, regular attenders, etc. Your
entry should pertain to the Lenten season that will draw us closer to
the Savior (scriptural reflection, personal story, insightful spiritual
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observation, poetry, etc.). Meditations should be 350-375 words in
length; which includes a title, Scripture reading, and closing prayer.
Please email Della Landheer, della.landheer@gmail.com, your
meditation as an attachment. Questions? Email or call 616-656-5998.
Deadline is September 30.

Youth Outdoors: Our program for young boys on Wednesday nights is
growing, and we need more volunteers. If you are a male leader and
interested in helping out with our Kindergarten - 8th grade boys on
Wednesday nights from 6:30pm - 8pm, please contact Rachel Thorne
before Wednesday, September 17.

Parents of College Students: If you would like your son/daughter to
receive notes of encouragement, occasional texts, care packages, etc.
while away at college, then please make sure that Heidi Glover has
their mailing address, email, and phone humber. Email Heidi

at: hglover@lagrave.org with this information.

Elijah Book Study: Join others in the congregation in studying Elijah: a
Man of Heroism and Humility -- a book that ties into our fall sermon
series. You can do it in the small group on Sunday mornings or at
another day/time, or on your own or with your family. See Chad
Boorsma for a copy of the book.

Other Small Group Opportunities: Consider joining one of our small
groups! Small group options include dining out, dining in a member's
home, outdoor small group, young adult small group, movie group,
craft group and game groups. If you are interested in arranging or
hosting the first meeting of a small group, contact Cindy at
cbusscher@lagrave.org. To join a group, sighup online by Sept. 15.

Art Exhibit: The LaGrave Church art committee is pleased to
showcase the artwork by Anita Shoemaker. The show, which is
displayed in the Parlor, will run from today to Sunday, November 2.
Anita states that her love of painting has evolved steadily over the
years after retiring from formal teaching. She finds inspiration in the
wonder and intrigue of God'’s creation, and is thankful for the ability
entrusted in her to bless others with her painting. Portraiture has
become a favorite specialty. Shoemaker has a BA in Education from
Calvin University and has won awards locally, in Lansing, and in
Holland.
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Prayer Concerns

We praise God for his faithfulness to:

Cy & Maria Balk, in the birth of their daughter, Dorothy Marie on
September 5.

Gerald VanderHart, who celebrates his 90th birthday on
September 20.

Laurie Deters, who celebrates her 90th birthday on September 22.
Ken Faber, who celebrates his 90th birthday on September 23.
Jack VanStee, who celebrates his 100th birthday on September 23.

Let us faithfully pray for:

Jolene DeHeer, who is in Blodgett Hospital with severe back pain.
Rob Entingh, who is continuing to receive therapy at home.
Sandy Gronsman, who has returned home.

Leon Hakes, 3 month old son of Austin and Amanda, who
continues to recover at home after open heart surgery.

Larry Kerkstra, who continues his recovery from back surgery.
Audrey Kukulies, who is pregnant, and is now in the hospital with
preeclampsia, where she expects to remain until delivery. Pray for
continued health and growth for the baby, stable health for
Audrey, and that the pregnancy can continue until the optimal
time for delivery.

Barb Leegwater, who has been diagnosed with cancer but will not
be receiving treatments.

Pat Peterson, who is in Blodgett after surgery for a broken femur.
Don VandenBosch, who is continuing therapy at the Inn at
Freedom Village following surgery for a broken hip.

Clarence VanDyken, who has moved to assisted living at Sunset
Manor.

We extend our Christian sympathy to:

Bill VanDyk, in the death of his sister, Mae Rooy on August 31.

Please pray for:

those receiving hospice services - Myrna Mulder, Bev VandenBosch,
George Zandt
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¢ those living with cancer — Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, Sherri
Kanten, Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Beth Mulder,
Steve Palazzolo, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb Voskuil
those with other continuing needs — Sandy Buter, Sandra Destrempes,
Harris Kiekover, Dorothy Ondersma, Rich (Mamuani) Postma, Jim &
Jeanne VandenBerg, Bill VanDyk, Joyce Zwiers

those awaiting immigration status updates - Yudelis Rodriguez,
Brianna Alonso

those actively serving in the military - Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek
Missionary of the Week: Ed Bos, leading Worldwide Lab Improvement,
which provides lab equipment, training, and software for hospitals in
developing countries. Pray for Ed as he grieves the loss of his wife and
ministry partner, Carol, who passed away last month.

Thank you:

Thank you to the LaGrave family for your prayers, cards and visits
during my recent hospital stay and time in rehab following a fall in
early August. - Joady Hoekstra

Dear La Grave Family, we want to thank you for the expressions of
sympathy in the cards, visits, and phone calls when we lost our sister
Marianne Stehouwer. It meant so much. We also want to thank you for
the care and support you showed Marianne during her many health
issues. The many cards, notes, visits, and phone calls always lifted her
spirits. She felt your love. - Arlys and Gene Heeringa
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Calendar

Sunday, September 14
Morning Worship 8:40 AM
Ministry Celebration, MPR 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Bells Gloria 4:00 PM
7-12 Choir 4:40 PM
CREW, Vault 5:30 PM
MSYG, MPR 5:30 PM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM
Monday, September 15
Comfort and Care Committee, Rm 200.............. 1:00 PM
Evangelistic Outreach, Rm 200 ... 5:30 PM
Finance Committee, Parlor 5:30 PM
Youth Ed Committee, Parlor 6:30 PM
Fellowship Committee, Rm 200 ... 7:30 PM
Tuesday, September 16
Foot Spa, MPR 12:00 PM
Knitting Group, Parlor 115 PM
Bells Jubilate 6:15 PM
Spiritual Formation Committee, Rm 200 ........... 7:00 PM
Worship Committee, Parlor 7:00 PM
Wednesday, September 17
Men’s Morning Bible Study, LLMR................. 8:00 AM
Women'’s Morning Bible Study, 200..................... 9:00 AM
Women'’s Mid Morning Bible Study, Parlor......10:00 AM
HIS Collection, Council ROOM ... 12:30 PM
Intercessory Prayer, Chapel 1:15 PM
3-6 Grade Choir 5:15 PM
Grab ‘'n Go Meal, MPR 5:45 PM
Faith Journey Bible Study, Parlor ... 6:30 PM
GEMS 6:30 PM
Youth Outdoors 6:30 PM
Chancel Choir 7:00 PM
Social Concerns, Rm 200 7:00 PM
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Thursday, September 18
Beth Moore and More, Parlor, LLMR, LLCR........... 9:30 AM

Men'’s Fellowship Coffee, Council Room........... 10:00 AM

Pastoral Care Committee, Parlor ... 4:00 PM
Friday, September 19

Men'’s Bible Study, Parlor 8:30 AM

Faith Journey Bible Study, Parlor............... 6:30 PM
Saturday, September 20

Detroit Tigers Game 8:00 AM

Sunday Volunteers

Assisting This Week: September 14
Security:

8:40: Charles Vankerden, Doug VanBeek, Tom Oostema

11:00: Jeff Scholtens, Chad Scholtens

Greeters:

8:40: Julia Hoekstra, Bob and Marilyn Kortman

11:00: Cynthia Bristol, Peter and Sharlene Jouwstra

Ushers:

8:40: James VanHekken, John Schat, Brad Schaap,
Chris Weller

11:00: Jim Oppenhuizen, Cyndi Post, Matt Scholten, Kris Andrus

6:00: John Dekker
Assisting Next Week: September 21
Security:
8:40: Charlie Kornoelje, Haley Kornoelje, David Scrace
11:00: Tim Post, Gary Palmer
Greeters:
8:40: Jae Loucks, Mark and Tracy Brant
11:00: Plantinga Family, Jon and Sue Pastoor
Ushers:

8:40: Brent Busscher, Eli Walcott, Tim Walcott, Brad Schaap

11:00: Colton Alcumbrack, Matt Alcumbrack, Marilyn Rottman,
Jeff Scholtens

6:00: Matt Alcumbrack, Mitchell Schroder, Brad Schaap
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CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

107 La Grave Avenue SE
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503
info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204
www.lagrave.org
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