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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here. 

 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

  The Prelude: 
     “Fantasy on De Heer is God (The Lord is God-Psalm 138)”  Cor Kee 
  You are the Lord, high and exalted. When I cried out, you answered me.  
  Your strength has made my soul undaunted,.  
 “All Things Bright and Beautiful”                  Catherine McMichael 
  
  The Chiming of the Hour 
 

  The Introit:  

      “The God of Abraham Praise” (8:40)           arr. Rob Hobgood  
 The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above, the Ancient of 
 eternal days, the God of love! The Lord, the great I AM, by earth and heaven 
 confessed: we bow before his holy name forever blest. Triumphant hosts on 
 high give thanks to God and sing, and “Holy, holy, holy,” cry, “Almighty King!” 
 Hail, Abraham’s God and mine! One mighty hymn we raise. All power and  
 majesty be thine and endless praise!       

 
      “Immortal, Invisible” (11:00)                        arr. R. Lyndel Littleton  
 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy 
 great name we praise.  
 
*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 558 
 “O Praise God’s Name Together” 
  
*The Greeting 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen.  
  
  The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 

   
  The Call to Confession: Exodus 20: 1-6 
 
  The Prayer of Confession 
 Sung Confession: 
 Cast down, O God, the idols that hold us in their power, 
 the empty gods we worship when darkness has its hour. 
 We bow to other masters and by their promise live. 
 Redeem our wayward passions; our rebel wills forgive. 
  
 Spoken and Silent Confession 
 
 Sung Confession: 
 O God, we have our being in you and you alone. 
 Recall us from our wand’rings; reclaim us as your own. 
 Restore in us the image revealed in Christ, your Word, 
 till heart and will pay homage to him, our God and Lord.  
              LUYH 626. Words: Herman G. Stuempfle (1923-2007) © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. 
                                                                        Used with permission under OneLicense #707908  
 
  The Assurance of Forgiveness: Romans 6: 22-23 
 

*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 677 
 “For the Glories of God’s Grace”  
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
  The Children’s Moment, concluded with: 
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.   
 
  The Pastoral Prayer 
 The prayer will include this response from Psalm 86:10 — 
 You are great and do marvelous deeds. 
 You alone are God. 
 
  The Anthem:  

      “Thou Art God” (8:40)                   John Ness Beck 

 Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the 
 mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth, from 
 everlasting to everlasting, thou art God!  
 

 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
 wisdom. Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto thy 
 children.  
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 O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter from 
 the stormy blast, and our eternal home. Before the hills in order stood, or 
 earth received her frame, from everlasting thou art God, to endless years 
 the same. Thou art God!                         © Copyright 1974 by Beckenhorst Press 

     Used with permission under OneLicense #707908 
 

  

      “The God of Abraham Praise” (11:00)                   Mitchell Eithun  
 

                        
  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 

 

  The Offertory:  
    “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                      Lloyd Larson 

     

*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

God Speaks to Us 

 

  The Scripture: 1 Kings 18: 17-41 (p. 553) concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: “The Prophets and the Kings:  
  Elijah on Mount Carmel” 
 
 The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 
*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 174 
 “I Stand Amazed”  
      

*The Benediction 
 

*The People’s Response: Amen.  
 

*The Choral Amen (8:40)  
 



 5 

 

*The Organ Amen (11:00)  
 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 

*The Postlude:  
     “Festive Gloria”       Aaron David Miller 
  

  Rev. Peter Jonker.......................................................................................................... minister 
  Chad Boorsma ................................................................................................................ liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................. organist, pianist 
  Andrea Oosterhouse ........................................................................................................ oboe 
  Natalie Oosterhouse ................................................................................................... clarinet 
     Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ...................................................... director (8:40) 
  Bells Jubilate, Dr. Rob Hobgood ......................................................... director (11:00) 
  Sheryl VanEck & Mia Ackerman ................... Cross and Bible bearers (8:40) 
  Dee DeKryger & Joyce Jeltema .................... Cross and Bible bearers (11:00) 
 

 
Ordinary Time, the liturgical season of spiritual growth, 
continues until Advent. Notice that the liturgical colors for 
Ordinary Time, blue and green, are now a lighter color. Along with 
the addition of texture, they symbolize elements of growth and the 
passage of time. As we continue through this season, reflect on 
these concepts from 2 Peter 3:17-18. We are encouraged to 
continue growing in the knowledge of our Lord, Jesus Christ and to 
experience the fullness of his grace. As we do, we will be able to 
face life's challenges and remain firm in our faith.  
The banners are hung in dyptych form. They were thoughtfully 
designed by Davd Huizenga and fabricated in collaboration with 
Jan and Claude Bos. 
 
Music at LaGrave (11:00) 
Orphaned from age four, Thomas Olivers (1723-1799) lived a 
scandalous young life and was even forced to leave his 
hometown, but was converted upon hearing a sermon preached 
by George Whitefield. Upon strolling into a Jewish synagogue in 
London, he heard a cantor singing a medieval doxology from the 
Hebrew liturgy; the tune was the hymn The God of Abraham Praise. 
Olivers was so inspired, he wrote a Christian text to the tune. 
Mitchell Eithun’s handbell arrangement uses large chords, echo 
passages, and handchimes playing the hymn melody. 
 
The flowers on the chancel today are given by Skip and Mary 
VandenBerg and Marilyn DeJong in loving memory of Rev. Wilbur 
DeJong and Judy DeJong-Clausing. 
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Next Sunday Morning we continue our sermon series on Elijah and 
Elisha called The Prophets and the Kings. Pastor Jonker will preach on 1 
Kings 19: 19-21, the story of the calling of Elisha. 
 
Next Sunday evening Rev. Kristy Manion will preach.  

Next Week’s Worship 

The September special offering is for Exalta Health, a non-profit 
founded in 1998 to provide routine and urgent medical, vision, 
dental, behavioral and spiritual care to low income patients.   
This evening, our service will be a hymn-sing celebrating the 
150th anniversary of Calvin University and Calvin Theological 
Seminary. Participants include LaGrave staff, Calvin University and 
Calvin Theological Seminary leadership, and the Calvin Alumni 
Choir. Come for a time of singing, anthems, prayers, and readings 
celebrating this milestone anniversary.   
 

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live  
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Today 

Below are the 10 O’Clock Hour happenings today  
between the morning services:  

• Coffee, Fellowship & Puzzles — MPR, everyone is welcome!  
• Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room 
• Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room 
• Church School  
 3rd/4th grade - Children’s Worship Room 
 5th/6th grade - Room 218/220 
 7th/8th grade - Recreation Room (basement near workshop) 
 9th/10th grade - Lower Level Classroom 
 11th/12th grade - Room 217 
• Live Safe Presentation, May Thy Kingdom Come: In Relationships, 

session 2 of 3, led by Rev. Tricia Bosma - Room 200 upstairs 
• Learning More about AI: Presentation by Calvin University  

Professor Derek C. Schurman, computer science professor at  
Calvin University, will speak about artificial intelligence (AI) — 
Chapel  

• Elijah Book Study, led by Mike & Linda Hoisington - Council Room 
downstairs 

• College/Career Join for Coffee and Bagels—Parlor  

 

2 & 3s, Children’s Worship & Nursery will be provided today.  
 

Henry Beets Mission Society special offering is TODAY. Thank you in 
advance for your continued support of this ministry, which is funded 
solely by financial gifs and special collections. HBMS was  
established over 75 years ago and currently provides financial  
support to 26 global missionaries. Gifts can be made through Elexio, 
by using the yellow budget envelope, or by cash or check at any time 
indicating HBMS as recipient.  
CREW (9th-12 Grade)  
The high school youth group meets tonight from 5:30pm -7:15pm in 
the Vault. Walking tacos are on the menu. Our fall retreat is Saturday, 
October 4 to Sunday, October 5 at Camp Scottie. RSVP by next  
Sunday, September 28.   
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Women’s Book Club 
Monday, September 22 at 7:30pm  
Please join us for the first meeting of the season in The Parlor, to  
discuss The Book Club for Troublesome Women by Marie Bostwick. 
Books are available at local libraries, Schuler Books, or on Amazon.  
Spiritual Journey Bible Study 
Wednesday, September 24 at 9:30am 
Spiritual Journey Bible Study is available to women of LaGrave as we 
study the book of Genesis. Any questions, please contact Linda  
LeMahieu at 616-403-6008/lindonlemahieu@gmail.com  

Wednesday Night Programming 
Wednesday, September 24 from 5:45pm-8:30pm 
Grab 'n go meal is from 5:45pm - 6:30pm. Pasta is on the menu. Youth 
Outdoors for K-8 boys and GEMS for K-8 girls is from 6:30pm - 8pm. 
Childcare for 0-4 year olds is available from 6:30pm - 8:30pm in the 
2s/3s room.    

College/Career 
Thursday, September 25 at 6:00pm 
Join us September 25 at Farmhaus Cider Co. (5025 Stanton St.  
Hudsonville), for their Trivia Night! Food trucks available from 4-8pm.  
Trivia starts at 7pm, I will be there by 6pm. If you want to “bring a 
team” or just join us to make a team, we’d love to have you come out 
and be challenged! Text Heidi to RSVP.  
Men’s Adventure Weekend 
September 26-28 
All men of LaGrave are invited to Men's Adventure Weekend in Arcadia 
for a time of fishing, kayaking, golfing, clay shooting, 4 wheeling, etc. 
Signup online. Contact Brent Busscher, brent.busscher@yahoo.com.   

Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code to for more information or to 
sign-up 

College/Career 
If you are a college student or young adult, visiting LaGrave, stop by 
the Parlor today and pick up a gift bag. We would love to meet you!  
Middle School Youth Group (MSYG)  
Middle School Youth Group (grades 6-8) meets tonight in the MPR 
from 5:30-7:15 for worship, games and chicken tenders for dinner. 
Contact Jess Hollenbach with questions.  
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Missionary Visit 
Sunday, September 28 at 6:00pm 
Anastaze & Janesta Nzabonimpa – missionaries we support in  
Uganda – will visit our church September 28. Anastaze networks with 
churches and NGOs to serve the needs of refugees in Uganda. He will 
give a ministry update during our evening service, and a more  
complete presentation after the service, along with a light supper. Plan 
now to attend!  

Raybrook Communion Service 
Sunday, September 28 at 6:15pm 
All Raybrook residents are invited to a communion service that 
LaGrave will host in Raybrook’s chapel. Rev. John Steigenga will preach 
and Trish Brummel and Chad Boorsma will accompany the service. 
Missionary Visit 
Wednesday, October 1 at 6:30pm 
Rev. Lallura and his wife Zothansangi–missionaries we support in  
Nepal–will be with us again Wednesday evening, October 1. They will 
give a more complete presentation about their challenging and  
fruitful ministry with slides and Q&A at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel. You can 
get your Grab & Go supper in the MPR 5:45 to 6:30pm before going to 
the Chapel.  
Outdoor Small Group 
Saturday, October 4 at 11:00am 
Outdoor Small Group is planning a Hike & Bike! This is for all ages and 
all are invited to join us. We will hike Fred Meijer Nature Preserve & Bike 
Cannon Twsp Trail. More information is available online, or visit Dean & 
Tina Rooks at the Ministry Celebration to sign up and pick up maps. 
Please RSVP to tina.erooks@gmail.com. 
 

LaGrave Night Out 
Thursday, October 9 from 6:30-8:30pm 
Join us at New Holland Knickerbocker located at 417 Bridge St NW.  
Anyone over 21 is welcome to come! Enjoy a dinner out or simply stop 
by to say hello. Whether you are new to LaGrave or have been around 
awhile, join us for this fun and casual evening. Questions? Contact  
Heidi at 616-437-6830 or Cindy at 616-481-7071.  
The Grand Lady: A Seniors Event  
Friday, October 10 from 12:30-2:30pm 
LaGrave Seniors are invited to a private sightseeing cruise on The 
Grand Lady! A light lunch will be provided once you board. Cost to  
attend is $20. Signups and more information are now available on line.  

Sinke Train  
Saturday, October 25 from 1:30-4:00pm 
Enjoy a legendary train ride, fall treats, outdoor games and an  
opportunity to connect with others. Sign ups are available online. 
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Important Congregational Informational Meeting: The Long Range 
Planning Committee will present important updates about the 100 
and 108 Sheldon (SDA) buildings during the 10 O’clock hour next  
Sunday, September 28. 
Meditating on the Attributes of God: In conjunction with the fall Elijah/
Elisha sermon series, we will have the opportunity to think about one 
of the attributes of God each week by meditating on a passage that 
reflects that attribute. This week we are reminded that God is  
righteous with the words of Psalm 50:3-6.  Hard copies of all the  
readings for the month are available in the narthex.  
Pastoral Care Assistants:  We thank those who are retiring from their 
service of visiting our homebound members -- Susan Kruyf, Gerry and 
Liz Rozeboom, John Schat, Marilyn Slenk, Chip and Julie Wisse -- while 
also welcoming our new PCAs: Paul and Mary Mitchell,  Amber 
Schaap, Kathy Verbrugge, Tom and Joyce Waalkes, and Mary Worst.  
Devotion Books: The Youth Education committee is offering books for 
K-12th grade students to use at home in partnership with church  
curriculum. Each devotion book is $5 and are now available. Contact  
Rachel Thorne if you have questions. 
Parents: Would your child be interested in sharing their musical gifts 
at the piano or organ on Christian Education Sunday, Sept. 28 at both 
morning services? If so, contact Dr. Larry Visser, lvisser@lagrave.org.  
Lenten Booklet: All are invited to write a meditation for the 2026 book: 
young, old, new, longtime members, regular attenders, etc. Your  
entry should pertain to the Lenten season that will draw us closer to 
the Savior (scriptural reflection, personal story, insightful spiritual  
observation, poetry, etc.). Meditations should be 350-375 words in 
length; which includes a title, Scripture reading, and closing prayer. 
Please email Della Landheer, della.landheer@gmail.com, your  
meditation as an attachment. Questions? Email or call 616-656-5998. 
Deadline is September 30.  
Parents of College Students: If you would like your son/daughter to 
receive notes of encouragement, occasional texts, care packages, 
etc. while away at college, then please make sure that Heidi Glover 
has their mailing address, email, and phone number. Email Heidi 
at: hglover@lagrave.org with this information.     
Elijah Book Study: Join others in the congregation in studying Elijah: a 
Man of Heroism and Humility -- a book that ties into our fall sermon 
series. You can do it in the small group on Sunday mornings or at 
another day/time, or on your own or with your family. See Chad 

Announcements  

mailto:hglover@lagrave.org
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Boorsma for a copy of the book. 
Art Exhibit: The LaGrave Church art committee is pleased to  
showcase the artwork by Anita Shoemaker. The show, which is  
displayed in the Parlor, will run from today to Sunday, November 2. 
Anita states that her love of painting has evolved steadily over the 
years after retiring from formal teaching. She finds inspiration in the 
wonder and intrigue of God’s creation, and is thankful for the ability 
entrusted in her to bless others with her painting. Portraiture has  
become a  favorite specialty. Shoemaker has a BA in Education from 
Calvin University and has won awards locally, in Lansing, and in  
Holland. 
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We praise God for his faithfulness to:  
• Kensey Chase, Liam Miedema, & Rhodes VanderPloeg, who 

received the sacrament of baptism last Sunday, September 14. 
• Harriet Hasper, who will celebrate her 92nd birthday on Thursday, 

September 25. 
• Mart Sharda, who will celebrate his 101st birthday on Tuesday, 

September 30. 
Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Jolene DeHeer, who is receiving therapy at Mary Free Bed. 
• Leon Hakes, 3 month old son of Austin and Amanda, who 

continues to recover at home after open heart surgery. 
• Larry Kerkstra, who is receiving therapy at Mary Free Bed. 
• Audrey Kukulies, who remans in the hospital with preeclampsia 

and anticipates her baby’s delivery in a couple of weeks. 
• Barb Leegwater, who is receiving the services of hospice at Trillium 

Woods. 
• Pat Peterson, who is in Blodgett after surgery for a broken femur. 
• Don VandenBosch, who is continuing therapy at the Inn at 

Freedom Village following surgery for a broken hip.  

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Myrna Mulder, Bev VandenBosch, 
George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, Sherri Kanten, 
Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Beth Mulder, Steve 
Palazzolo, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb Voskuil  
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Sandra Destrempes, 
Sandy Gronsman, Harris Kiekover, Dorothy Ondersma, Rich (Mamuani) 
Postma, Jim & Jeanne VandenBerg, Bill VanDyk, Joyce Zwiers  

those awaiting immigration status updates - Yudelis Rodriguez, 
Brianna Alonso 
those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

 

Prayer Concerns 
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Missionary of the Week:  Kanat and Eliza (last name omitted for 
security reasons), who serve in a predominately Muslim context 
in Central Asia. The seminary that Kanat serves as principal is facing a 
court case in which the local government is disputing their land 
ownership rights. Pray for a favorable court decision. 
Thank you: 
Thank you to our LaGrave family for the love and support 
demonstrated to us during Rob's recent hospitalization and 
recovery. Your prayers, cards, phone calls, visits and meals have been 
greatly appreciated. -Rob and Anita Entingh  
Thank you to our LaGrave family for their prayers, cards, and phone 
calls following the sudden passing of our dear Tim this summer. We 
are so grateful to the pastoral staff, who accompanied us along this 
journey, providing guidance and consolation during Tim's final days, 
and the office staff, who assisted with the luncheon for the Celebration 
of Life Service (Psalm 28:7).  - Beth Steele and family 
New Member: 
Today we welcome Paul Christensen, who comes to LaGrave from 
Fruitport CRC, Fruitport, MI. 

Transfer Out: 
Alexandra Bouma has resigned her membership to affiliate with 
another church. 
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Calendar 

Sunday, September 21 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 8:40 AM 
 10 ‘0 Clock Hour ................................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Henry Beets Mission Society, LL ............................... 10:00 AM 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 11:00 AM 
 Bells Gloria.............................................................................. 4:00 PM 
 7-12 Choir ................................................................................ 4:40 PM 
 CREW, Vault ........................................................................... 5:30 PM 
 MSYG, MPR .............................................................................. 5:30 PM 
 Evening Worship, Calvin Hymn Sing  ..................  6:00 PM 
Monday, September 22 
 Mission Committee, LL .................................................... 6:00 PM 
 Communications Committee, 200 ........................ 7:00 PM 
 Women’s Book Club, Parlor ......................................... 7:30 PM 
Tuesday, September 23 
 Historical Committee ..................................................... 9:30 AM  
 Bells Jubilate  ........................................................................ 6:15 PM   
Wednesday, September 24 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study, LLMR ............................ 8:00 AM  
 Women’s Morning Bible Study, 200 ...................... 9:00 AM 
 Women’s Mid Morning Bible Study, Parlor ....... 10:00 AM 
 Intercessory Prayer, Chapel .......................................... 1:15 PM 
 3-6 Grade Choir .................................................................. 5:15 PM 
 Grab ‘n Go Meal, MPR ...................................................... 5:45 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study, Parlor ............................. 6:30 PM 
 GEMS .......................................................................................... 6:30 PM 
 Youth Outdoors ................................................................... 6:30 PM 
 Chancel Choir ...................................................................... 7:00 PM   
Thursday, September 25 
 Beth Moore and More, Parlor, LLMR, LLCR ........... 9:30 AM 
Friday, September 26 
 Men’s Bible Study, Parlor .............................................. 8:30 AM 
 Nancy Buth Funeral Service ....................................... 11:00 AM  
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Sunday Volunteers 

Assisting This Week: September 21 
 Security:  
  8:40:  Charlie Kornoelje, Haley Kornoelje, David Scrace 
  11:00: Tim Post, Gary Palmer 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Jae Loucks, Mark and Tracy Brant 
  11:00: Plantinga Family, Jon and Sue Pastoor 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Andrew Schimmel, Eli Walcott, Tim Walcott, Brad Schaap  
  11:00: Colton Alcumbrack, Matt Alcumbrack, Marilyn Rottman, 
           Jeff Scholtens 
  6:00: Matt Alcumbrack, Mitchell Schroder, Brad Schaap,  
            Pete Clover 
Assisting Next  Week: September 28 
 Security:  
  8:40: Jeff Konyndyk, Grant Konyndyk, Karel deWaal Malefyt 
  11:00: Leo Christner, Mark Christner 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Yvonne Ferwerda, Sharon Etheridge 
  11:00: Marilyn Kosters 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Karel deWaal Malefyt, Sam Schat, Ben Nagel, Paul Stuit 
  11:00: Mitch Schroder, Dan Stoffer, Cal Thorne, Dave Tornga 
  6:00: Sam Schat 

Saturday, September 27 
 Chancel Choir ..................................................................... 9:00 AM  
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