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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

  The Prelude: 
     “Prelude on the Introit for Epiphany”       Maurice Duruflé 
 “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”              Johann Pachelbel, Philip Moore 
  
  The Chiming of the Hour 
 
  The Introit:  

      “Light Everlasting”                     Olaf Christiansen       
       O Light everlasting, O love never failing, illumine our darkness, and draw us 
 to thee.                             Text: Olaf Christiansen, © 1948, 1975, Neil A. Kjos Music Company.  
                                                                                        Used by permission under OneLicense #707908 
 
*The Processional Hymn: “For Your Gift of God the Spirit ”  v. 1, 4, 5 
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*The Greeting 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
  The Welcome 
 

We Humbly Approach God 
 
  The Call to Confession: Hebrews 5: 1-3 
 
 
 
 



 4 

 

  The Prayer of Confession: 
 We do not take your gifts for granted, Holy God. 
 Long ago in the Garden you provided all we needed: 
 Hearts to love you and hands to serve you. 
 Minds and wills attentive to your voice.   
 Yet you also made us free.  
 When we traded your word to us for the enemy’s lie,  
 we lost our freedom to love and obey you wholeheartedly. 
 Weakness and temptation have hemmed us in ever since.  
 Forgive us, Lord, when we stumble into sin because we are 
 frail or foolish. 
 Forgive us, too, when our willful spirits actively reject your  ways.  
 Draw us again to your beauty.  
 Thank you for bearing the incompatible burdens of a 
 blameless life and sin’s heavy penalty. 
 We do not take your gifts for granted, Holy Jesus. 
 
 Prayer concluded with singing: 
 Sing twice. First time all sing in harmony 
 Second time, all sing a cappella in harmony 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                LUYH 635 
 

   
  The Assurance of Forgiveness: Hebrews 4: 15-16 
 
*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 441: 1, 3 
 “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”  
 
 



 5 

 

We Celebrate God’s Faithfulness (11:00) 

 
  The Table Fellowship of Thomas Bielecki 
 
  The Profession of Faith of Natalie Molenbeek &  
                                                                                                  Ellie VandeGriend  
  
*The Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 859: 1, 3 
 “Be Thou My Vision” 
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
  The Children’s Message  
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.   
 
  The Pastoral Prayer 
 
  The Anthem:   

      “Forty Days and Forty Nights”                                         arr. Harrison Oxley 
 Forty days and forty nights thou wast fasting in the wild, forty days and 
 forty nights tempted and yet undefiled.  
 
 Sunbeams scorching all the day, chilly dewdrops nightly shed, prowling 
 beasts about thy way, stones thy pillow, earth thy bed.  
 
 Let us thine endurance share, and from joys abstain, with thee watching 
 unto prayer, strong to suffer pain.  
 
 And if Satan, vexing sore, flesh or spirit should assail, thou his vanquisher 
 before, grant we may not faint or fail.  
 
 So shall we have peace divine, holier gladness ours shall be, round us too 
 shall angels shine, such as ministered to thee.  
 
 Keep, O keep us, Savior dear, ever constant by thy side, that with thee we 
 may appear at the eternal Eastertide. Amen.  
       Text: G.H Smyttan and Francis Pott. Used by permission under OneLicense #707908 
 
  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 

 
  The Offertory:  
    “I Need Thee Every Hour”                                 Richard Elliott 
 I need thee every hour, stay thou near by; 
 temptations lose their power when thou art nigh. 
 I need thee, O I need thee; every hour I need thee.  
 O bless me now, my Savior, I come to thee.  
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*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
                  

God Speaks to Us 

  

  The Scripture: Matthew 4: 1-11 (p. 1503) concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: “The Word in the Windows:  
                                                                     The Temptation of Christ” 
 
  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 

We Go in His Peace 

 
*The Hymn of Response: Worship & Rejoice 90: 1, 2, 5 
 “Jesus, What a Friend of Sinners”  
 
*The Benediction 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
*The Choral Amen 
 
*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 
*The Postlude:  
     “O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High”        Paul Manz, Mary Beth Bennett 
 For us baptized, for us he bore his holy fast and hungered sore; 
 for us temptation sharp he knew, for us the tempter overthrew.  

 
  Rev. Peter Jonker .......................................................................................................... minister  
  Rev. Kristy Manion ......................................................................................................... liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................................... organist 
  Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ....................................................... director (8:40) 
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  Vocal Quartet, Dr. Rob Hobgood ........................................................ director (11:00) 
Kathryn Becksvoort—soprano, Jess Hollenbach—alto  
Jim Elzinga—tenor, Garrett TenHave Chapman—bass  

  Marlene Padding & Jane Tol ........................... Cross and Bible bearers (8:40) 
  Brad & Ruby VanHaitsma ................................. Cross and Bible bearers (11:00) 
 
Epiphany: Epiphany is the liturgical season from Christmastide to 
Lent. During this time we focus on Jesus Christ, the Savior, who is the 
manifestation of God’s light in our dark and sin-filled world. As we 
grow in our knowledge of God’s redemptive acts through Jesus Christ, 
we are called to respond by bringing the light of the gospel to our  
various communities and the world. These concepts are reflected in 
the symbol of the Trinity and the gold and white colors used in the 
banners and paraments. 
Music at LaGrave: British clergyman George Hunt Smyttan’s 1856 
hymn text Forty Days and Forty Nights recounts Christ’s temptation in 
the desert, which he endured and overthrew. The final two verses call 
us to live holy lives by resisting temptation through the power and 
strength of Christ and walking closely with him. A German hymn 
melody was chosen to set this text, and English organist and 
composer Harrison Oxley (1933-2009) arranged the hymn for choir 
and organ. This hymn for the season of Lent concludes with the hope 
of resurrection and “eternal Eastertide.” 
The flowers on the chancel today are given to remember Calvin and 
Kurt Hoeksema, and John and Barb Tahl, who have passed on to their 
heavenly rest.  We are grateful that each of you helped in pointing us 
to Christ and eagerly anticipate our reunion in heaven. Norma, Marc, 
and Chris Hoeksema 
The January special offering is for Inner City Christian Federation 
(ICCF) which provides housing opportunities, home ownership 
counseling, home repairs and maintenance for families who otherwise 
cannot afford a home.  
This evening, Pastor Jonker will lead us in worship.  
 
 

Next Week’s Worship 

Next Sunday Morning we continue our sermon series “The Word in the 
Windows.” This series is based on stories that are depicted in the 
windows of our church. Rev. Kristy Manion will preach on John 2, Jesus’ 
first miracle.  

Next Sunday Evening Pastor Jonker will lead us in worship.  
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Today 
2 & 3s,  Nursery & Children’s Worship will be provided today.  
 

CREW (9th - 12th grade): We will meet in the Vault tonight, January 11, 
from 5:30pm  7:15pm. Pulled pork and mac and cheese is on the 
menu. Our retreat to Camp Scottie is Saturday, January 31 to Sunday, 
February 1. Please RSVP for the retreat by Sunday, January 25.   
 

MSYG (6th - 8th grade): meets tonight from 5:30-7:15pm for Trivia 
Night! Dinner, snacks and drinks provided. Contact Jess Hollenbach 
with questions.  

Below are the 10 O’Clock Hour happenings today  
between the morning services: 

 

• Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room 
• Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room 
• Church School  
 3rd/4th grade— Room 221 
 5th/6th grade— Room 218/220 
 7th/8th grade— Room 219  
 9th/10th grade— Room 212  
 11th/12th grade— Room 214 
• Coffee, Fellowship, Puzzles & Games: Join us in the MPR!  
• Ministry Spotlight: Peter Gordon leads us in a presentation about 

Jabez Ministries and how the church relates to college students in 
the modern day.  We will meet in the Council Room.  

• Biblical Parenting Class: Dave and Sarah Gebbens lead us in the 
first of a multi-session parenting class based on Chip Ingram's 
"Living on the Edge" ministry, God's blueprint for biblical  
parenting.  We will meet in Room 200.  

• Faithful Christian Citizenship: Micah Watson leads us in the 
chapel for the second session of his series navigating Christian 
citizenship in a world fraught with political division.  
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Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code to for more information or to 
sign-up 

Wednesday Night Programming this Wednesday, January 14. Grab 
'n go is from 5:45pm-6:30pm. Pasta is on the menu. GEMS and Youth 
Outdoors meet from 6:30pm-8pm. There will be childcare for 0-4 year 
olds in 2s/3s Room from 6:15pm-8:30pm.  

Women’s Mid-Morning Bible Study 
Wednesday, January 14 at 10:00 am 
The Women's Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study will be starting 
Wednesday, January 14th in the Parlor. We will be studying the book of 
Acts. If you have any questions you may contact Pam Mensonides at 
(616)540-8078, Jenine VerSchure at (616)322-7803, or Jamie 
VanHekken at (616)285-8186. 
Beth Moore and More  
Thursday, January 15 at 9:30am 
Women of all ages are invited to join us for the Beth Moore and More 
Bible study that will begin January 15. We will be studying Marianne 
Ellis Jordan's latest study on 1 and 2 Peter called "Anchored." Join us as 
we explore how to anchor our lives in Jesus and discover a hope that 
will enable us to withstand the storms of life victoriously. Books may be 
purchased for $15 at the first meeting. If you have any questions,  
contact Jolene DeHeer.  

Men’s Coffee Fellowship 
Thursday, January 15 at 10:00 am 
All men are welcome to join the men's coffee group in the Council 
Room from 10-11:30 am. Men of any age can enjoy this time of  
socializing and eating donuts. If you need a ride, call 616-245-3803. 

LaGrave Night Out  
Thursday, January 15 from 6:30-8:30 pm 
LaGrave Night Out returns; this time at Five Lakes located at 350 84th 
St SW, Suite 480, Byron Center (located in the back of Tanger Outlet 
Mall just off 131). Anyone 21 and over is welcome! Come when you can; 
stay as long as you want. Order dinner or simply drop by to say  
hello! Questions? Contact Heidi, 616-437-6830 or Cindy, 616-481-7071.  
Mom’s Fellowship 
Friday, January 16 at 9:30am 
Join Moms’ Fellowship in Room 200 for coffee and fellowship with other 
moms. Childcare will be available in the nursery. Friday, February 20 
will be our annual card making session. All supplies for card making 
will be provided. Questions? Contact Alisha Doezema 616-745-9834.  
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College/Career 
Sunday, January 18 at 10:00am 
Our next "Bagel Sunday" is Jan. 18. Join us in the Parlor for fellowship, 
treats and coffee. We will meet between the 8:40 and 11am service.  

College/Career 
Sunday, January 18 at 5:30pm 
Join us for dinner and fellowship at the Glover house. All college/
career ages are welcome! 1933 Pinnacle Dr. SW. Text Heidi at 616-437-
6830 with questions.  
Service of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Friday, January 23 at 7:00pm 
All are invited to an ecumenical Service of Prayer for Christian Unity at 
the Cathedral of St. Andrew. Titled “Many Callings, One Mission,” the 
service will include clergy, choirs, and organists from LaGrave,  
Westminster Presbyterian, and the Cathedral of St. Andrew. 

Women’s Book Club 
Monday, January 26 at 7:30pm  
Join us in the Parlor to discuss “Isola” by Allegra Goodman. Books are 
available in libraries, at Schuler’s or on Amazon.  

River City Improv  
Saturday, February 7 at 7:33pm  
All are welcome to attend this fun event! Contact Cindy Busscher at 
cbusscher@lagrave.org for ticket information.   
LaGrave Women’s Galentine Cookie Decorating Event 
Saturday, February 14  
Calling all LaGrave women of every age! You are invited to a  
Galentine's Cookie Decorating event at Spruced Studio on Saturday, 
Feb. 14. Thanks to the generous Loeks Fund, the cost to attend is $10. 
Two classes are available; sign up online for either the 10-11am class, 
or 12-1pm. Enjoy this sweet time of fellowship, instructions on using 
royal icing, and an opportunity to connect with other women.    
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Congregational Meeting: Next Sunday, January 18, during the Ten 
O’Clock Hour in the MPR, will be our Semi-Annual Congregational 
Meeting to consider the 2026 budget. Look for the annual financial 
booklet in your email this coming week. 

Renovation in Progress: New carpet is on its way, and will be installed 
in a few weeks. Thank you for your patience.  
Interested in making LaGrave your church home?  We would love to 
have you join!  Email Marie Jansen, our Membership Administrator, 
at mjansen@lagrave.org to begin that process.  

If you or a loved one experiences hypersensitivity or sensory  
overload, there is an active and calming space for you at 
church.  Room 217 contains active sensory items like a crash pad, 
walking stones, and a TV with livestream for worship. Room 200 is 
equipped as a comfortable space for those who experience sensory 
overload. In that room you’ll find a TV with livestream worship, 
weighted blankets, noise reducing headphones, fidget toys, art 
supplies, and focusing tools. We hope this will be a space for  
people to engage in the worship service by livestream, or find respite 
until they are ready to reengage with the service in the Sanctuary.  

The LaGrave Worship Arts Committee is pleased to host a display of 
artwork by the late Chris Stoffel Overvoorde. The show will run now to 
Sunday, February 1, 2026, in the Parlor and lower level. Chris Stoffel 
Overvoorde (1934–2019) was a Dutch American artist and a  
long-serving art professor at Calvin College. He was known for his  
extensive work as a painter, printmaker, and graphic designer,  
particularly for his landscape paintings featuring expansive skies and 
clouds. Born in the Netherlands, Overvoorde immigrated to the United 
States at age 22 and earned his MFA from the University of Michigan in 
1966, the same year he joined the Calvin College faculty. During his 31-
year career, he served as the art department chair and director of  
exhibitions. He was recognized for integrating his Christian faith with 
his art and teaching, and he published the book Passing the Colors: 
Engaging Visual Culture in the 21st Century in 2003.  

Mission Committee Photo Board - Each Sunday, take note of the  
photo of the Missionary of the Week identified on the Mission  
Committee photo Board in the hallway. And take a look at the Henry 
Beets Mission Society photo board in its new location by the Parlor  
entrance. 

 

Announcements  
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We praise God for his faithfulness to:  
• Mia Ackerman and Elin Christner, who made their public 

profession of faith last Sunday, January 4. 
• Mitchell Lock & Rachel Woodward, who were united in marriage 

here at LaGrave on Friday, January 9. Rev. Peter Jonker officiated. 
 

Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Bette Frieswyk, who is continuing therapy at Corewell Kensington. 
• Marjean Green, who is at Harbor Post-Acute Center after fracturing 

her pelvis.  
• Carole Hoffman, who is struggling with severe side effects from a 

recent infusion for her amyloidosis.  
• Sipp Hutton, who fell and had surgery to repair broken bones in his 

leg. 
• Marlene Paauwe, who fell and is now receiving therapy at Breton 

Woods for a broken hip. 
• Jon Voskuil, who continues therapy for swallowing and voice. 
 

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Ken Faber, Bev VandenBosch, 
George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, Sherri Kanten, 
Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon 
VanHouten, Barb Voskuil  
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover,  
Dorothy Ondersma, Steve Palazzolo, Rich & Mamuani Postma, Joy 
Winkle, Joyce Zwiers 

those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

As members of God’s family, remember those who are trapped in the 
cycle of addiction and those who walk with them. 

 

Prayer Concerns 
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Sunday Volunteers 

Assisting This Week: January 11 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Laurie Termaat, Brent & Cindy Busscher 
  11:00: Jon & Jamie VanHekken, Brent & Cindy Busscher 
  6:00: Mary Worst & Beth Swagman 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Eli Walcott, Tim Walcott, Dave Gebben, John Schat 
  11:00: Luther Ajim, Sam Schat, Matt Scholten 
  6:00: Brad Schaap  
 
 

Assisting Next  Week: January 18 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Bob & Marliyn Kortman, Mark & Tracy Brant 
  11:00: Matthew Alcumbrack, Jack & Deb Nuiver 
  6:00: Ana VanderVelde, Dan & Linda Slotsema 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Chris Weller, Dave Becksvoort, Ben Nagel,  
            Karel deWaal Malefyt 
  11:00: Kris Andrus, Brad Post, Dan Stoffer, Merv Kamper 
  6:00: Pete Clover 

Missionary of the week:  Corey & Amy Havlicek, who serve in Mexico 
in Bible translation work. Take the opportunity to get to know them, 
along with their boys, Edward and James, while they are with us on 
furlough. Pray that they will be able to get the rest and renewal they 
need during this time.  
Thank you 
I would like to thank the LaGrave ministers and congregation for the 
calls, prayers and cards following the sudden death of my husband 
Phil Nesse in Anacortes, Washington. ~ Marge Penning 
Thank you LaGrave families and staff for your cards, phone calls, 
visits, and prayers. Your encouraging words were so appreciated. 
~ Betty Kingma 
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Calendar 
Sunday, January 11 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 8:40 AM 
 Henry Beets Mission Society, LL ................................ 9:50 AM  
 10 O’Clock hour ................................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 11:00 AM 
 Bells Gloria ............................................................................. 4:00 PM 
 7-12 Choir ................................................................................ 4:40 PM  
 CREW, Vault ........................................................................... 5:30 PM 
 MSYG, MPR .............................................................................. 5:30 PM  
 Evening Worship ................................................................ 6:00 PM 
Monday, January 12 
 Council-Elders/Deacons .............................................. 6:30 PM 
Tuesday, January 13 
 Bells Jubilate ..........................................................................6:15 PM 
 Cuba Committee, Parlor ...............................................7:00 PM 
Wednesday, January 14 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study .......................................... 8:00 AM 
 Wednesday Women’s Bible Study ......................... 9:00 AM 
 Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study............... 10:00 AM 
 Intercessory Prayer, Chapel .......................................... 1:15pm  
 3-6 Grade Choir ................................................................... 5:15 PM 
 Grab ‘n Go Meal ................................................................. 5:45 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study ............................................ 6:30 PM 
 GEMS .......................................................................................... 6:30 PM 
 Youth Outdoors .................................................................. 6:30 PM 
 Chancel Choir ......................................................................7:00 PM  
Thursday, January 15 
 Beth Moore and More, Parlor ..................................... 9:30 AM  
 Men’s Coffee Fellowship, Council Room .......... 10:00 AM 
 Pastoral Care Committee, Parlor ........................... 4:00 PM 
 LaGrave Night Out ............................................................ 6:30 PM 
Friday, January 16 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study .......................................... 8:30 AM 
 Mom’s Fellowship, 200 ................................................... 9:30 AM 
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Sermon Notes 
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107 La Grave Avenue SE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503 

info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204 
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