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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

  The Prelude: 
      “Christ, Who Art Both Light and Day”                 Georg Böhm 
 “This Little Light of Mine”                           Larry Visser 
 
 The Chiming of the Hour 
 
  The Introit:                              
      “O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright”    
      O splendor of God’s glory bright, from light eternal bringing light, O Light of 
 light, the fountain spring, O Day, all days illumining.  
 
 Come, very Sun of heaven’s love, in lasting radiance from above, and pour 
 the Holy Spirit’s ray on all we think or do today.    
           

*The Processional Hymn: Worship & Rejoice 93 
 “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”   
 
*The Greeting 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
  The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 
 
  The Call to Confession: 1 John 1: 5-6 
 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to 
 you:  
 God is light, and in him there is no darkness at all.   
 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in darkness,  
 we lie and do not live out the truth. 
 
  The Prayer of Confession  
 Prayer concluded with singing: 
 Sing twice. First time all sing in harmony 
 Second time, all sing a cappella in harmony 
 
 (English translation: “Lord, have mercy.”) 
 
 
 
   
 
   
 
        
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                LUYH 635 
  The Words of Assurance: based on 1 John 1: 7, 9 
 If we confess our sins, 
 God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins. 
 If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
 we have fellowship with one another,  
 and the blood of Jesus purifies us from all sin. 
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  The Anthem:   

      “Let It Shine”                                                          Lloyd Larson 
  Refrain:  
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine!  
 

 You are a light to the world, a city on a hill shining in the night for all to see. 
 So let your light brightly shine that others may see our God who reigns in 
 majesty.  
 

 God is light, and in him is no darkness. God is light, the pure and holy Word. 
 If we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we shall live eternally. (Refrain) 
 

 You are the salt of the earth, redeemed by Christ’s great love. Come and 
 share God’s grace for all to see. A healing balm for the sick, a vessel of 
 change for those who long to be set free. 
 

  God is light, and in him is no darkness. God is light, the pure and holy Word. 
  If we walk in the light as God is in the light, we shall live eternally. (Refrain) 
                                     Text: Lloyd Larson., copyright © 2007 by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.   
          Used by permission under OneLicense #707908.  
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
  The Children’s Blessing 
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.   
 
  The Pastoral Prayer 
 The prayer will include the refrain below from John 1:5: 
   Your light shines in the darkness, 
   and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
  The Sung Prayer of Illumination: “Speak, O Lord” 
 Speak, O Lord, as we come to you to receive the food of your 
 holy Word. Take your truth, plant it deep in us; shape and 
 fashion us in your likeness—that the light of Christ might be 
 seen today in our acts of love and our deeds of faith. Speak, O 
 Lord, and fulfill in us all your purposes for your glory.  
                                            Lift Up Your Hearts 755: 1. Words and music: Keith Getty, Stuart Townend 
                                      © 2006 Thankyou Music, admin. Used with permission under CCLI #461624 
 

God Speaks to Us 

  

  The Scripture: Matthew 5: 13-16 (p. 1505) concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: “The Word in the Windows: Let Your Light 
  Shine Before Others” 
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  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 
*The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 667: 1, 3 
 “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” 
 

God Feeds Us at His Table 

 
 The Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 
 

 With joy we praise you, gracious God, for in your great love, out 
 of nothing, you created heaven and earth and everything in 
 them. You made us in your image, and kept covenant with 
 us—even when we fell into sin. 
 We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Light, 
 who by his life, death, and resurrection opened to us the way 
 of everlasting life. 
 We praise you that Jesus emptied himself on the cross, giving 
 up his life for us and for our salvation. 
 We praise you for sending your Holy Spirit, our comforter and 
 guide, who sustains our faith, who nourishes our hope, and 
 who makes us shine with the light of Jesus. 
 

 Therefore we join our voices with all 
 the saints and angels and the whole creation to 
 proclaim the glory of your name. 
 Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and 
 honor and glory and praise! 
 
 The Prayer of Consecration 
 Almighty God, show forth, here among these people, the 
 presence of your life-giving Word and Holy Spirit. Sanctify us 
 through this sacrament. Grant that all who share the 
 communion of the body and blood of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 may be one in him and remain faithful in love and hope. And as 
 this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf,  
 and these grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, 
 that your whole church may soon be gathered from the ends of 
 the earth into your kingdom.  
 We pray this with the words you taught us, saying, 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven 
 hallowed be thy name, 
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 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever, Amen. 
 
  The Words of Institution for the Bread 
 (followed by the distribution of the bread) 
 During the passing of the bread we sing:  
 Lift Up Your Hearts 17 
 “Beautiful Savior”  
 
  The Words of Institution for the Cup 
 (followed by the distribution of the cup) 
 During the passing of the cup, please meditate on the organ music 
 
  The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 100 
 “Jesus, the Light of the World” 
 

(The thank-offerings for the General Fund & the Benevolence Fund will 
be received during the closing hymn. The congregation remains 

seated during the offering and rises on the final stanza.) 

*The Benediction  
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
*The Choral Amen (8:40) 
 
*The Organ Amen (11:00) 
 
*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 
*The Postlude:  
     “We Are Marching in the Light of God”                            Robert Buckley Farlee 
  
  Rev. Peter Jonker .......................................................................................................... minister 
  Chad Boorsma ............................................................................................................... liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................. organist, pianist 
  Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ....................................................... director (8:40) 
  7-12 Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood .................................................................. director (11:00) 
  Jess Hollenbach............................................................................... accompanist (11:00) 
  Rachel Rynbrandt & Dave Versluis ............. Cross and Bible bearers (8:40) 
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  Dan & Linda Slotsema ......................................... Cross and Bible bearers (11:00) 
 
Epiphany: the liturgical season from Christmastide to Lent. During 
this time we focus on Jesus Christ, the Savior, who is the manifestation 
of God’s light in our dark and sin-filled world. As we grow in our 
knowledge of God’s redemptive acts through Jesus Christ, we are 
called to respond by bringing the light of the gospel to our various 
communities and the world. These concepts are reflected in the 
symbol of the Trinity and the gold and white colors used in the 
banners and paraments. 

Music at LaGrave: Lloyd Larson’s anthem Let It Shine! combines the 
well-known children’s song This Little Light of Mine with several Biblical 
passages addressing the theme of light in the gospels of Matthew and 
John (Matt. 5:13-16, John 1:5-7). Larson is a free-lance composer of 
choral and instrumental church music living in Minneapolis. He is also 
an ordained minister. 

The flowers on the chancel today are given by Stan and Bessie Kruis 
in loving memory of Stan’s mother, Annette Kruis, whose long journey 
of faith served as a beacon to many; she passed away October 15, 
2025, two months before her 100th birthday.  

The January special offering is for Inner City Christian Federation 
(ICCF) which provides housing opportunities, home ownership 
counseling, home repairs and maintenance for families who otherwise 
cannot afford a home.  
 

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live  

 

Next Week’s Worship 

Next Sunday Morning we continue our sermon series “The Word in the 
Windows.” Pastor Jonker will preach on Matthew 22: 15-22. Can you 
find the window where that story is depicted?  

Next Sunday Evening Pastor Jonker will preach on Mark 7:1-23, a 
passage where Jesus has a confrontation with the Pharisees about 
true righteousness.  
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The 10 O’Clock Hour happenings today  
between the morning services: 

 

• Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room 
• Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room 
• Church School  
 3rd/4th grade— Room 221 
 5th/6th grade— Room 218/220 
 7th/8th grade— Room 219  
 9th/10th grade— Lower Level Classroom 
 11th/12th grade— Room 214 
• Coffee, Treats, Puzzles and Games:  Join us in the MPR for a time 

of fellowship and conversation. Everyone is welcome!  
• Faithful Christian Citizenship: Micah Watson leads us in the 

chapel for the final session of his series navigating Christian  
citizenship in a world fraught with political division.  

• Biblical Parenting Class: Dave and Sarah Gebbens lead us in the 
second of a multi-session parenting class based on Chip  
Ingram's "Living on the Edge" ministry, God's blueprint for biblical 
parenting.  We will meet in Room 200.   

 
Coming next week to the 10 O’Clock Hour: 

 
• Global Concerns Prayer Time: Join us next week in the chapel 

during the 10 o'clock hour to pray for concerns and issues around 
the world. We will meet in the Chapel.     

• Developing Spiritual Gifts Class: God, in His grace, has given 
each believer unique spiritual gifts. Have you ever wondered what 
your spiritual gifts are? In this class you will have an opportunity 
to explore what the Bible says about spiritual gifts, take a  
questionnaire to discover what your gifts are, and learn how you 
can use them to help grow God's kingdom. Jolene DeHeer leads 
us in a 4 week series that will take place during the 10 o'clock 
hour. The first class is next week, February 1, and meets in The 
Council Room.  
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Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code to for more information or to 
sign-up 

Wednesday Night Programming does not meet this week  
We will resume again on Wednesday, February 4.  

Women’s Book Club 
Monday, January 26 at 7:30pm  
Join us in the Parlor to discuss “Isola” by Allegra Goodman.  

Prayer Gathering for Renewal 
Wednesday, January 28 at 6:30pm 
Join us for a half hour prayer time in the chapel as we seek God's face 
and the leading of his Spirit for renewal in our lives and in our  
congregation, something the CRC has called us to do in 2026.   
 
 

2 & 3s,  Nursery & Children’s Worship will be provided today.  
 

This evening, Rev. Laurie TenHave-Chapman will preach. Laurie is an 
ordained minister and a member of our congregation.   

CREW (9th - 12th grade): We will meet in the Vault tonight, from 
5:30pm - 7:15pm. Jimmy Johns is on the menu. Our retreat to Camp 
Scottie is Saturday, January 31 to Sunday, February 1. Meet at church 
at 10:00am on Saturday and we will be back on Sunday at 3:30pm. No 
youth group on Sunday, February 1.  

MSYG (6th - 8th grade): We will meet in the MPR tonight from 5:30-
7:15 for devotions, beachball volleyball and nachos for dinner. Next 
week, 2/1, we will head to the Alcumbracks’ for outdoor winter fun.  

Young Adult Small Group: Join us tonight from 7:15-8:30pm for our 
first of four sessions from John Mark Comer’s Practicing the Way 
course. Join us Sunday nights in Room 200 as we explore building 
genuine community. Companion guides will be available for $5. Text 
Austin Kanis or email Heidi Glover with questions. 

Today 
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Service of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Friday, January 30 at 7:00pm 
The ecumenical Service of Prayer for Christian Unity at the Cathedral 
of St. Andrew has been rescheduled for Friday, Jan. 30, 7:00pm. due to 
the inclement weather. Titled “Many Callings, One Mission,” the service 
will include clergy, choirs, and organists from LaGrave, Westminster 
Presbyterian, and the Cathedral of St. Andrew. 

Faith Journey Bible Study 
February 4 at 6:30pm 
You are invited to join our next Bible study on the Four-Dimensional 
Jesus: Seeing Jesus through the Eyes of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John, by John Timmer. We will discuss ‘Who is Jesus?’ and other  
questions. Starts February 4. RSVP/questions to Dean Rooks at 616-260
-8807 rooksarchitecture@gmail.com. 
River City Improv 
Friday, February 7 at 7:33pm 
All are welcome to attend this fun event! Contact Cindy Busscher at 
cbusscher@lagrave.org for ticket information.   

LaGrave Night Out 
Thursday, February 12  at 6:30pm 
The next LaGrave Night Out is scheduled for February 12 at Uccello's 
located at 2630 E Beltline Ave SE, GR. Anyone over 21 is welcome! 
Whether you are new to LaGrave or have been around a while, this 
casual night is a great way to meet people.  Come when you can; stay 
as long as you want. Order dinner or simply drop by to say hello!  
Contact Heidi at 616-437-6830 or Cindy at 616-481-7071. 

LaGrave Women’s Galentine Cookie Decorating Event 
Saturday, February 14  
Calling all LaGrave women of every age! You are invited to a  
Galentine's Cookie Decorating event at Spruced Studio. Thanks to the 
Loeks Fund, the cost to attend is $10. Two classes are available; sign up 
online for either the 10-11am class, or 12-1pm. Enjoy this time of  
fellowship with other women and instructions on using royal icing.  
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Thank you to the congregation for the generosity shown in special 
offerings in late 2025.  We supported organizations doing the Spirit's 
redeeming work in the world with these gifts: $2115 to Westminster 
Food Pantry (thanksgiving food collection Sunday): $5568 to Exalta 
Health: $6572 to AYA Youth Collective: $4422 to Camp Tall Turf: $8977 
to World Renew. ICCF is the special offering recipient for January 
2026.  ICCF is dedicated to ensuring that all people have access to 
safe, affordable housing. ICCF Community Homes seeks housing  
justice in West Michigan for a more equitable and thriving  
community.  For more information visit https://iccf.org.  
Nominations for Elders and Deacons: Our annual selection of new 
Elders and Deacons has begun. The congregation is invited to  
nominate eligible LaGrave members to serve our council in the office 
of elder (administrative or district) or deacon (administrative or  
district). Council is the governing body of the church, so please 
prayerfully reflect on who God might be calling to serve. The  
nomination form and an explanation of the process were in Tuesday's 
News and Opportunities email. Paper copies of the form are available 
at the Welcome Center. Nominations are due by Feb 1. 

Plan to help us fill Safe Haven's pantry! In February, LaGrave's LiveSafe 
Team will be holding a drive for household and grocery items to stock 
the emergency shelter of Safe Haven Ministries.   Please see the News 
and Opportunities email for wish lists and donation dates.  Items will 
be collected here at LaGrave.  

Perfume Reminder: While perfume smells good to most of us, some 
LaGrave members are allergic to fragrances. Please keep that in mind 
as you get ready on Sunday mornings.   
 

Fish Bowl: The fish bowl, located in the library, continues to accept 
names of people who don't know Jesus as Savior, who are wandering 
in their faith, or who have left the Christian faith. Prayer servants are 
faithfully praying for these people. 
Interested in making LaGrave your church home?  We would love to 
have you join! Email Marie Jansen, our Membership Administrator, 
at mjansen@lagrave.org to begin that process.  

The LaGrave Worship Arts Committee is pleased to host a display of 
artwork by the late Chris Stoffel Overvoorde. The show will run until 
Sunday, February 1, 2026, in the Parlor and lower level. Chris Stoffel 
Overvoorde (1934–2019) was a Dutch American artist and a  
long-serving art professor at Calvin College.  

Announcements  
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We praise God for his faithfulness to:  
• Myron Colber, who will celebrate his 93rd birthday on Tuesday, 

January 27. 

Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Joan Elzinga, who is receiving rehab for her broken hip at 

Covenant Living of the Great Lakes.  
• Julie Farmer, who will undergo spinal surgery on Friday, January 23 

for a lumbar disc fusion and benign cyst removal.  
• Sipp Hutton, who is continuing rehab at Mary Free Bed.  
• Carmen Kruyf, who is recovering after vocal surgery on January 15.  
• Marlene Paauwe, who is continuing therapy at Breton Woods.   
• Marlene Padding, who is receiving rehab at The Oaks - Byron 

Center following surgery to stabilize her hip.  
• Steve Palazzolo, who had a biopsy on Thursday to evaluate the 

feasibility of a bone marrow transplant to treat his leukemia.  
• Carol VanBruggen, who has a compression fracture causing 

severe neck and shoulder pain.  
• Barb Voskuil, who has begun a new chemo regimen to treat her 

cancer.  
• Jon Voskuil, who is being treated in the hospital in Munich for 

complications related to his early December neurosurgery.  

We extend our Christian sympathy to:  
• Tonya Williamson, Beatrice & Kenneth Johnson (Scott, Jasmine), 

Quinton, Cedric & Roxana Williamson, Darius Williamson; Pete & 

Dee Versluis, Chad & Rachel Versluis, and family in the death of 

husband, father, and brother-in-law David Williamson, on 

Wednesday, January 21. Services are pending.  

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Bev VandenBosch, Ken Faber, 
George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Joanne Arnoys, Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, 

Prayer Concerns 
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Sherri Kanten, Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Lloyd 
Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb Voskuil  
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Sandra Destrempes, Bette Frieswyk, Marjean Green, Sandy Gronsman, 
Carole Hoffman, Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover,  Dorothy Ondersma, 
Rich & Mamuani Postma, Joy Winkle, Joyce Zwiers 

those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

As members of God’s family, we remember those who live with 
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, ALS or other progressive neurological illnesses 
and loved ones who support them.  

Missionary of the week: Tim and Tammy Holwerda, who serve 
in Cairo, Egypt, where Tim pastors the Heliopolis Community Church. 
Pray for cross-cultural workers in Cairo, who carry the weight of 
serious conflicts in the region, where their friends or family members 
may be directly affected.  

Thank you 
After many months, Larry is now at the Oaks of Jamestown where he 
continues with therapy. He wishes to thank everyone for their cards 
and encouraging visits, especially Chad Boorsma. He also thanks so 
many that have been praying for him during this time. The Lord has 
been very near to him and he is very grateful for that. He would covet 
your prayers for continued progress. Larry & Jane Kerkstra 
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Calendar 
Sunday, January 25 
 Morning Worship ......................................................... 8:40 AM 
 10 O’Clock hour........................................................... 10:00 AM 
 Morning Worship ......................................................... 11:00 AM 
 Bells Gloria ...................................................................... 4:00 PM 
 7-12 Choir ......................................................................... 4:40 PM  
 CREW, Vault .................................................................... 5:30 PM 
 MSYG, MPR ....................................................................... 5:30 PM  
 Evening Worship ......................................................... 6:00 PM 
 Young Adult Small Group, Parlor ........................ 7:15 PM 
Monday, January 26 
 Comfort & Care Ministry ....................................... 12:30 PM 
 Mission Committee, LL ............................................. 6:00 PM  
 Chancel Choir............................................................... 6:30 PM 
 Communications Committee, 200 ................. 7:00 PM 
 Women’s Book Club, Parlor ................................... 7:30 PM 
Tuesday, January 27 
 Historical Committee ............................................... 9:30 AM 
 Bells Jubilate ...................................................................6:15 PM 
Wednesday, January 28 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study ................................... 8:00 AM 
 Wednesday Women’s Bible Study .................. 9:00 AM 
 Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study ........ 10:00 AM 
 His Collection, Council............................................ 12:30 PM  
 Intercessory Prayer, Chapel ................................... 1:15 PM 
 3-6 Grade Choir ............................................................5:15 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study ...................................... 6:30 PM 
 GEMS Counselors Meeting .................................... 6:30 PM 
 Open Workshop ........................................................... 6:30 PM 
 Prayer Gathering for Renewal, Chapel ......... 6:30 PM 
 Social Concerns .......................................................... 7:00 PM  
Thursday, January 29 
 Beth Moore and More Bible Study ................... 9:30 AM 
Friday, January 30 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study ................................... 8:30 AM 
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Sunday Volunteers 
Assisting This Week: January 25 
 Security:  
 8:40: Andrew Schimmel, Jon Pastoor  
 9:30-11:30: Steve Hoekzema 
 11:00: Brad Post 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Jack & Dottie VandeGuchte, Beth Swagman 
  11:00: Beth Swagman 
  6:00: Rebecca Gates 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Peter Ackerman, Caleb Ackerman, Ben DeGraaf, 
            Brad Schaap 
  11:00: John Schat, Cal Thorne, Jim Oppenhuizen, Luther Ajim 
  6:00: Dave Tornga 
 
Assisting Next  Week: February 1 
 Security:  
 8:40: Nate Versluis, Jake Versluis 
 9:30-11:30: Harvey DeMaagd 
 11:00: Kevin Scholten, Judy Scholten 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Galen & Thelma Meyer, Mark & Kristine Huizenga 
  11:00: Marc & Chris Hoeksema, Norma Hoeksema 
  6:00: Marge Penning, Dan & Linda Slotsema 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Dave Becksvoort, Jim Krol, Brad Post,  
            James VanHekken 
  11:00: Matt Alcumbrack, Colton Alcumbrack, Dan Stoffer,  
            Kris Andrus 
  6:00: Sam Schat 
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