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Order of Worship 
Evening Worship | 6:00 PM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

   
Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. . 

There are two different red hymnals. The Worship & Rejoice hymnal will 
be indicated by bold, italic type. An asterisk (*) denotes standing for 

those who are able.  

  Prelude:                                                               
 “The Gift of Love”                            Dale Wood, Raymond H. Haan 
 Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, and have not love, 
 my words are vain, as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”              Healey Willan 
 

  The Chiming of the Hour  
 

  The Call to Worship 
 

*The Opening Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 581 
 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 
 

*The Greeting 
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 

  The Welcome 
 

  The Reading: A New Testament Litany 
 You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate 
 your enemy.’ 
 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who  
 persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in 
 heaven. 
 He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
 and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  
                                                                                                                       Matthew 5:43-45 
 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, 
 leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 
 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; 
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 when he suffered, he made no threats. 
 Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.  
                                                                                                                            1 Peter 2 :21-23 
 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s 
 wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” 
 says the Lord. 
 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
 if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
 In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.  
                                                                                                                        Romans 12:19-20 
 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has 
 any value. 
 The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through 
 love.                                                                                                                  Galatians 5:6 
 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to 
 love one another, 
 for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.                  Romans 13:8 
 

  The Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 307 
 “Not for Tongues of Heaven’s Angels”  
 

*The Confession: The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended to heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From there he will come to judge the living and  the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*The Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 687: 1, 3, 4 
    “Father, Long Before Creation” 
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  The Pastoral Prayer 
 The prayer will conclude with singing  
 Blessed Jesus, at your word we are gathered all to hear 
 you. Let our hearts and souls be stirred now to seek  
 and love and fear you. By your gospel pure and holy,  
 teach us, Lord, to love you solely.   
 

 Glorious Lord, yourself impart; Light of Light, from  
 God proceeding, open lips and ears and heart; help  
 us by your Spirit’s leading. Hear the cry your  
 church now raises; Lord, accept our prayers and praises.                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                   LUYH 763: 1, 3 
 

  The Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13  
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 

  The Sermon: “An Impassioned Call to Love” 
 

  The Prayer for Blessing on the Word  
 

*The Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 351: 1, 3, 4 
 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

 

*The Benediction 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
*The Organ Amen 
 
*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells 
 
*The Postlude:  
 “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”                                   Wilbur Held 
 

  Rev. Laurie TenHave-Chapman ......................................................... guest minister 
  Rev. Peter Jonker ........................................................................................................... liturgist 
  Dr. Rob Hobgood.......................................................................................................... organist 
 

The flowers on the chancel today are given by Stan and Bessie Kruis 
in loving memory of Stan’s mother, Annette Kruis, whose journey of 
faith served as a beacon to many; she passed away October 15, 2025, 
two months before her 100th birthday.  
The January special offering is for Inner City Christian Federation 
(ICCF).  

Copies of the Announcements & Prayer Concerns are on the  
Welcome Center.  


