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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here. 

 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

  The Prelude: 
     “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star”  Dietrich Buxtehude 
 Noel on “Lullay, Thou Little Tiny Child” (A French Noel)           Larry Visser 
  Herod the king, in his raging, charged he hath this day; 
  his men of might, in his own sight, all children young, to slay.  
 
  The Chiming of the Hour 
 
  The Introit:  

      “Light of the World, We Hail Thee”            
       Light of the world, we hail thee, flooding the eastern skies; never shall 
 darkness veil thee again from human eyes; too long alas, withholden, now 
 spread from shore to shore; thy light so glad and golden, shall set on earth 
 no more. 
 

 Light of the world, illumine this darkened earth of thine, till everything that’s 
 human be filled with the divine; till every tongue and nation, from sin’s 
 dominion free, rise in the new creation which springs from love and thee. 
                                                   
                                        
*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 104 
 “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 
 
*The Greeting 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
  The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 

   
  The Call to Confession: Hebrews 11: 1, 23-29 
 
  The Prayer of Confession 
 Prayer concluded with singing: 
 Sing twice. First time all sing in harmony 
 Second time, all sing a cappella in harmony 

 
 
 
   
 
 

                                                                                                                                                      LUYH 635 
 

The Assurance of Forgiveness: Hebrews 9: 27-28 
 Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face 
 judgment,  
 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many;  
 and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin,  
 but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 
 
*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 427: 1-3, 5 
 “How Firm a Foundation”   
 

We Celebrate God’s Faithfulness 

 
  (8:40) The Profession of Faith of Mia Ackerman 
 
  (11:00) The Profession of Faith of Elin Christner  
  
*The Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 770: 1, 4 
 “In Christ Alone” 
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We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
  The Children’s Message  
 
  The Pastoral Prayer 
 
  The Anthem:   

      “When Christ’s Appearing Was Made Known”                    Wilbur Held 
 When Christ’s appearing was made known, king Herod trembled for his 
 throne; but he who offers heavenly birth seeks not the kingdoms of this 
 earth.  
 
 The eastern sages saw from far and followed on his guiding star; by light 
 their way to light they trod, and by their gifts confessed their God.  
 
 Within the Jordan’s sacred flood the heavenly Lamb in meekness stood, 
 that he, of whom no sin was known, might cleanse his people from their 
 own.  
 
 And oh, what miracle divine, when water reddened into wine! He spoke the 
 word, and forth it flowed in streams that nature ne’er bestowed.  
 
 For this his glad epiphany, all glory unto Jesus be; whom with the Father we 
 adore, and Holy Ghost forevermore.  
 
  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 

 
  The Offertory:  
    “Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer”                      Robert A. Hobby 
 
*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
                              

God Speaks to Us 

  

  The Scripture: Matthew 2: 12-21 (p. 1502) concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: “The Word in the Windows:  
  The Flight to Egypt” 
 
  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
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*The Closing Hymn: “By Faith” 
 Sing Verse 1 & Verse 2 
 Sing Refrain (found on next page) 
 Sing Verse 3 & Verse 4 
 Sing Refrain 
 Sing Verse 5 & Refrain 

         refrain on next page 
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  “By Faith” - Refrain 

          Words and Music: Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend © 2009  
            Getty Music Publishing / Thankyou Music, Ltd. Used by permission under CCLI #461624 

 
*The Benediction 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
*The Organ Amen 
 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 
*The Postlude:  
     “Ere zij God (Glory to God)”                           Jan Zwart 
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  Rev. Peter Jonker .......................................................................................................... minister  
  Rachel Thorne .................................................................................................................. liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................................... organist 
  Renee Vande Wege .................................................................................................... vocalist  
  Carmen Day & Merv Kamper ......................... Cross and Bible bearers (8:40) 
  Olivia & Celine Alcumbrack ............................. Cross and Bible bearers (11:00) 
 
Renee Vande Wege formerly served as the children’s and youth choir 
director at LaGrave. She teaches choir and music at Rockford Public 
Schools and also sings in VoxGR, one of Grand Rapids’ premier choral 
ensembles. May God bless her music ministry this morning. 
Epiphany: Epiphany is the liturgical season from Christmastide to 
Lent. During this time we focus on Jesus Christ, the Savior, who is the 
manifestation of God’s light in our dark and sin-filled world. As we 
grow in our knowledge of God’s redemptive acts through Jesus Christ, 
we are called to respond by bringing the light of the gospel to our  
various communities and the world. These concepts are reflected in 
the symbol of the Trinity and the gold and white colors used in the 
banners and paraments. 
Music at LaGrave: American church musician, composer, and  
professor Wilbur Held (1924-2025) lived to be 101 years of age. He spent 
most of his career as professor of organ and church music at Ohio 
State University, while also serving as a church organist and choir-
master at Trinity Episcopal Church in Columbus, Ohio. Held  
composed hundreds of small organ and choral pieces which he used 
in his teaching. His dance-like vocal solo When Christ’s Appearing Was 
Made Known is based on a text from the 5th century and traces 
Christ’s early childhood, baptism, and ministry of miracles, all of which 
are celebrated during the season of Epiphany. 
The flowers on the chancel today are given to honor and give thanks 
for the dedicated and hardworking staff at LaGrave Avenue CRC. We 
are grateful to each of you for the work that you do to further God’s 
kingdom at LaGrave and wish you his blessings for a happy and 
healthy 2026.  
The January special offering is for Inner City Christian Federation 
(ICCF) which provides housing opportunities, home ownership coun-
seling, home repairs and maintenance for families who otherwise 
cannot afford a home.  
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Today 
2 & 3s,  Nursery & Children’s Worship will be provided today.  
 

CREW (9th - 12th grade): We will meet in the Vault tonight, January 4 
from 5:30pm-7:15pm. Pizza is on the menu. Save the date for our  
winter retreat from Saturday, January 31 to Sunday, February 1. RSVP 
to Rachel.  
 

MSYG (6th - 8th grade): meets tonight for Movie Night in the MPR 
from 5:30-7:15. We will be watching Soul Surfer. Bring a camp chair, 
blanket and wear comfy clothes! Snacks, drinks and dinner provided. 
Contact Jess Hollenbach with questions.  

 

Next Week’s Worship 
Next Sunday Morning we continue our sermon series “The Word in the 
Windows.” This series is based on stories that are depicted in the 
windows of our church. Pastor Jonker will preach on Matthew 4, the 
Temptation of Jesus.  

Next Sunday Evening Pastor Jonker will lead us in worship.  

 
Below are the 10 O’Clock Hour happenings today  

between the morning services: 

• Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room 
• Coffee, Fellowship, Puzzles & Games: Join us in the MPR!  
• Global Concerns: Will meet for a time of prayer in upper level 

classroom 204. (not in the Chapel) 
• While We Wait: Led by Rev. Laurie TenHave-Chapman meets in 

Room 200.  
• Faithful Christian Citizenship: The first of three presentations  

designed for Christians across the political spectrum led by  
Micah Watson will take place in the Chapel. 
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Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code to for more information or to 
sign-up 

Wednesday Night Programming this Wednesday, January 7. Grab 'n 
go is from 5:45pm-6:30pm. Pulled pork is on the menu. GEMS and 
Youth Outdoors meet from 6:30pm-8pm. There will be childcare for 0-
4 year olds in 2s/3s Room from 6:15pm-8:30pm.  

Puzzle Day in the MPR 
Saturday, January 10 from 1:00-3:00pm 
Join us in the MPR for a fun and friendly puzzle challenge! Every group 
of four will tackle the same 1,000 piece puzzle. Sign up by yourself (you 
will be paired with other friendly LaGrave puzzlers) or with your 
friends. Drinks and light snacks will be provided to keep your brains 
sharp. No puzzle tools allowed - simply bring yourself and be ready to 
enjoy teamwork and a whole lot of fun. Signups are available online.  

Beth Moore and More  
Thursday, January 15 at 9:30am 
Women of all ages are invited to join us for the Beth Moore and More 
Bible study that will begin January 15. We will be studying Marianne 
Ellis Jordan's latest study on 1 and 2 Peter called "Anchored." Join us as 
we explore how to anchor our lives in Jesus and discover a hope that 
will enable us to withstand the storms of life victoriously. Books may be 
purchased for $15 at the first meeting. If you have any questions,  
contact Jolene DeHeer.  
LaGrave Night Out  
Thursday, January 15 from 6:30-8:30pm 
LaGrave Night Out returns; this time at Five Lakes located at 350 84th 
St SW, Suite 480, Byron Center (located in the back of Tanger Outlet 
Mall just off 131). Anyone 21 and over is welcome! Come when you can; 
stay as long as you want. Order dinner or simply drop by to say  
hello! Questions? Contact Heidi, 616-437-6830 or Cindy, 616-481-7071.  

Women’s Book Club 
Monday, January 26 at 7:30pm  
Join us in the Parlor to discuss “Isola” by Allegra Goodman. Books are 
available in libraries, at Schuler’s or on Amazon.  

River City Improv  
Saturday, February 7 at 7:33pm  
All are welcome to attend this fun event! Signups are now available 
online. Cost to attend is $10; cash or checks written out to LaGrave can 
be placed in Cindy Busscher's mailbox or sent to the church office. 
Deadline to sign up is Wed, Jan. 7 at 9am.  



 10 

 

If you or a loved one experiences hypersensitivity or sensory  
overload, there is an active and calming space for you at 
church.  Room 217 contains active sensory items like a crash pad, 
walking stones, and a TV with livestream for worship. Room 200 is 
equipped as a comfortable space for those who experience sensory 
overload. In that room you’ll find a TV with livestream worship, 
weighted blankets, noise reducing headphones, fidget toys, art 
supplies, and focusing tools. We hope this will be a space for  
people to engage in the worship service by livestream, or find respite 
until they are ready to reengage with the service in the Sanctuary.  

The LaGrave Worship Arts Committee is pleased to host a display of 
artwork by the late Chris Stoffel Overvoorde, which will run through 
February 1, 2026, in the Parlor/lower level.  

Sunday Volunteers 

Assisting This Week: January 4 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Galen & Thelma Meyer, Denise DeGraaf 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: James VanHekken, Brent Busscher, Matt Alcumbrack, 
           Colton Alcumbrack 
  11:00: Dave Tornga, Mitchell Schroder, Jeff Scholtens,  
           Marilyn Rottman 
 6:00: Matt Alcumbrack  
 
 

Assisting Next  Week: January 11 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Laurie Termaat, Brent & Cindy Busscher 
  6:00: Mary Worst & Beth Swagman 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Eli Walcott, Tim Walcott, Dave Gebben, John Schat 
  11:00: Luther Ajim, Sam Schat, Matt Scholten 
  6:00: Brad Schaap  

Announcements  
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We praise God for his faithfulness to:  
• Marilyn Slenk, who will celebrate her 92nd birthday on Saturday, 

January 10. 
• Frances June Tilma, who received the sacrament of baptism last 

Sunday, December 28. 
Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Bette Frieswyk, who is continuing therapy at Corewell Kensington. 
• Steve Palazzolo, who is continuing intensive outpatient 

chemotherapy and anticipates reevaluation for a bone marrow 
transplant in late winter.  

• Paul Wright, who fell and fractured his elbow.  

We extend our Christian Sympathy to:  
• The family and friends of Esther Dyk, who passed away on 

Saturday, December 27. 

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Ken Faber, Bev VandenBosch, 
George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, Sherri Kanten, 
Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon 
VanHouten, Barb Voskuil  
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover, 
Joanne Maas, Dorothy Ondersma, Rich & Mamuani Postma, Jim 
VandenBerg, Joy Winkle, Joyce Zwiers  
those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

As members of God’s family, remember those who are trapped in the 
cycle of addiction and those who walk with them. 

Missionary of the week:  David & Blanca Gifford, who serve in Mexico 
City, where David teaches in Seminary and leads Resonate’s Mexico 
team. They ask us to pray for a girl in her teens there who is dealing 
with a difficult health issue. 
 

Prayer Concerns 
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Calendar 

Sunday, January 4 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 8:40 AM 
 10 O’Clock hour ................................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 11:00 AM 
 CREW ..........................................................................................5:30 PM 
 Evening Candle Light Service.................................... 6:00 PM 
Monday, January 5 
 Executive Committee ..................................................... 4:00 PM 
Tuesday, January 6 
 Knitting Group ........................................................................ 1:15 PM 
 Facilities Meeting, Library ............................................. 4:00 PM 
 Welcoming Committee, Parlor .................................4:30 PM 
 Bells Jubilate .......................................................................... 6:15 PM 
Wednesday, January 7 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study .......................................... 8:00 AM 
 Wednesday Women’s Bible Study ......................... 9:00 AM 
 3-6 Grade Choir ................................................................... 5:15 PM 
 Grab ‘n Go Meal ................................................................. 5:45 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study ............................................ 6:30 PM 
 GEMS .......................................................................................... 6:30 PM 
 Youth Outdoors .................................................................. 6:30 PM 
 Chancel Choir ...................................................................... 7:00 PM  
Thursday, January 8 
 Jerry Kruyf’s Memorial Service ................................. 11:00 AM 
 Long Range Planning, Parlor ....................................... 7:00 PM 
Friday, January 9 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study .......................................... 8:30 AM 
Saturday, January 10 
 Puzzle Day, MPR .................................................................... 1:00 PM 
   

107 La Grave Avenue SE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503 

info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204 
www.lagrave.org 


