LaGrave
Avenue

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

Morning Worship

October 4,2026 | 8:40 & 11:00 a.m.




Order of Worship

Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a
time of prayer and meditation

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.
We are glad you are here.
As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones.

God Calls Us to Worship

The Prelude:
The God of Abraham Praise  paul Manz, David Cherwien, Flor Peeters, Richard Elliot

The Chiming of the Hour

The Introit:

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (8:40)

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount—I'm fixed upon it—mount of God'’s unchanging love.

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be!

Let that grace now like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it, prone to leave the God | love;
here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.

Be Still and Know (11:00)
Be still and know that | am God.

In you, O Lord, I put my trust.

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 261
Shout, for the Blessed Jesus Reigns

*The Greeting
*The People’s Response: Amen.

The Welcome



We Humbly Approach God

The Call to Confession: based on John 17: 20-23

My prayer is not for them alone.

| pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, that all of them may be one,

Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.

May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you
have sent me.

I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may
be one as we are one—

I'in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to
complete unity.

Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved
them even as you have loved me.

The Prayer of Confession

The Assurance of Forgiveness:
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine
or nakedness or danger or sword?
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us.
For | am convinced that neither death nor life,
Neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
Nor any powers, neither height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord. From Romans 8: 35, 37-38

*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 268:1-4
In Christ There Is No East or West

We Respond with Thanksgiving

The Children’s Moment
Congregation: The Lord be with you.
Children: And also with you.

The Pastoral Prayer



The Anthem:
What Grace Is This! (8140) G. A. Hennig, arr. Larry Visser
What grace is this! My Lord and King has set his face to suffering. The
Son eternal dies to bring eternal life to me.
What grace is this that very God would stoop to lift a cross of wood
and walk a road of rock and blood, a sinner’s road, for me.

What grace is this! Though Lord of all, he yields to Pontius Pilate’s law,
and lets the Roman hammers draw a rush of blood for me.

What grace is this! Rude agonies! With common thieves he hangs and
bleeds. The sinless Son bears each misdeed. He pays for all, for me.

What grace is this! Once wrapped in cloths and gently laid in manger
trough, he's taken, dead, from wretched cross and wrapped again for
me.

What grace is this! How can it be? He wears this raw humility to lift

me to eternity. Such grace—sweet grace —for me.
Copyright © 2005, and This Arrangement © 2017 by Faith Alive Christian Resources
All rights reserved. Used with permission under Onelicense#707908

By Grace and Word and Faith (11:00) John A. Behnke
Open, O Lord, your arms of grace, enfold me in your love;, unworthy
sinner though | am, grand mercy from above.

Reveal to me your word of truth, your promises divine. A light to guide
my steps through life, within my heart to shine.

Inspired by the Spirit’s call, allow my life to show; that trust in your
almighty power enables faith to grow.

By grace and Word and faith alone, freed from the bonds of sin.
Redeemed restored, reclaimed by love, created new within.

Words : Daniel L. Schutte (b.1947) © 1992 Daniel L. Schutte,
(New Dawn Music), admin. OCP Publications. Used with permission under Onelicense#707908

God Speaks to Us

The Scripture: Romans 4 (p. 1749)
concluded with:
Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Sermon: The Book of Romans: Abraham, Our Father

The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word

*The Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 39:1,2, 5
The God of Abraham Praise



The Sacrament of Holy Communion

The Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Itis right for us to give thanks and praise.

With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you

created heaven and earth, made us in your

image, and you were patient with us—even when

we fell into sin.

We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life,
death, and resurrection opened to us

the way of everlasting life.

We praise you for sending your Spirit, who renews our hearts,
equips us for service, and shows us your will for our lives.

We thank you for the church, a community of imperfect saints,
drawn from every nation, tribe and language, redeemed by
your Son and sanctified by your Spirit.

Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels and
the whole creation to worship the glory of your name.

Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and
honor and glory and praise!

The Prayer of Consecration

Lord, our God, send your Holy Spirit so that this bread and cup
may be for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

May we and all your saints be united with Christ and remain
faithful in hope and love. Gather your whole church, O Lord,

into the glory of your kingdom.

We pray this in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth asitis in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors.



And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever, Amen.

The Words of Institution for the Bread
(followed by the distribution of the bread-all bread is gluten free)
During the passing of the bread, we sing:
Lift Up Your Hearts 624
Not What My Hands Have Done

The Words of Institution for the Cup
(followed by the distribution of the juice)
During the passing of the cup, please meditate while the organist
plays (8:40)

During the passing of the cup, the choir sings (11:00)

Table of Plenty

Refrain:

Come to the feast of heaven and earth! Come to the table of plenty!
God will provide for all that we need, here at the table of plenty.

O come and sit at the table where saints and sinners are friends. | wait
to welcome the lost and lonely to share the cup of my love. (refrain)

O come and eat without money; come to drink without price. My feast
of gladness will feed your spirit with faith and fullness of life. (refrain)

My bread will ever sustain you through days of sorrow and woe. My
wine will flow like a sea of gladness to flood the depths of your soul.
(refrain)

Words and Music (Table of Plenty): Daniel L. Schutte (b.1947) ©1992 Daniel L. Schutte,
(New Dawn Music), admin. OCP Publications. Used with permission under Onelicense #707908

The Closing Hymn: By Faith (See next page)
Congregation rises on the final verse of this hymn
Sing Verse 1, Verse 2, Refrain
Sing Verse 3, Verse 4, Refrain

*Sing Verse 5, Refrain
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Words and Music: Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend
© 2009 Getty Music Publishing / Thankyou Music Ltd.
Used by permission under CCLI #461624

(The thank-offerings for the General Fund & Benevolence Fund
will be received during this hymn.)



*The Benediction

*The People’s Response: Amen.
*The Organ Amen (8:40)

*The Choral Amen (11:00)

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells

*The Postlude:

Fanfare on My Faith Looks Up to Thee David Blackwell
Rev. Peter Jonker minister
Stan Kruis liturgist
Dr. Larry Visser. organist
7-12 Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (8:40)
Jess Hollenbach accompanist (8:40)
Littles Choir, Jess Hollenbach director(11:00)
Kathryn Becksvoort accompanist (11:00)
Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (11:00)
Carmen DAy & JANE TOluweeoeeeeseseseriens Cross & Bible bearers (8:40)
Celine Alcumbrack & Sheryl VanEck............. Cross & Bible bearers (11:00)

Music at LaGrave: We hear four settings of the hymn The God of
Abraham Praise in this morning’s prelude, and the hymn is also sung.
Its author, Thomas Olivers, lived a reckless young life in England, but
was converted upon hearing a George Whitefield sermon. He later
followed the Wesley brothers and became a Methodist preacher. One
day, Olivers strolled into a London Jewish synagogue and heard a
cantor singing a doxology from a medieval Hebrew liturgy. Olivers
adapted the music and words he heard for use in Christian worship.
Of Olivers' 12 stanzas, most hymnals include stanzas 1, 4, 6, 7, & 12.

ordinary Time, the liturgical season of spiritual growth, continues until
Advent. The liturgical colors for Ordinary Time, blue and green, are
now lighter and changing in color. Along with the addition of texture,
they symbolize elements of growth and the passage of time. As we
continue through this time, reflect on the concepts from 2 Peter 3:17-
18. We are encouraged to continue our growth in the knowledge of our
Lord, Jesus Christ and experience his grace. As we do, we will be
prepared to face life’s challenges and remain firm in our faith. These
banners are hung in diptych form. The single candle near the lectern
is our Christ Candle, reminding us of the Prince of Peace and the light
of the world.

The October special offering is for As You Are (AYA). AYA is @
downtown youth collective focusing on ages 14-24 experiencing
housing crisis/homelessness. AYA owns 9 homes providing affordable
transition shelter and assists 400+ annually.



Today

2 & 3s, Nursery & Children’s Worship will be provided today.

CREW (9th-12th grade): We will meet tonight in the Vault from 5:30-
7:15pm for Celebration! Emily, from SERVE, will be leading us in
worship. Pizza is on the menu. See you then!

MSYG (6th-8th grade): Capture the Flag at the Scholtens' tonight
from 5:30-7:15pm (2300 Onekama Dr SE). Chips and cheese is on the
menu for dinner! This is a great event to bring a friend (or two). There
will be a van shuttle from church at 5:15 (no return shuttle). Contact
Jess Hollenbach with questions.

College/Career: Join us for a casual hang-out dinner at the Glover
House (1933 Pinnacle Dr. SW) tonight from 5:30-7:30pm. This is a time
to share a meal, meet others and fellowship over a homemade meal.
Start your week in community! Reach out to Heidi with questions. Hope
to see many of you there!

Young Adult Small Group: We will be in the Parlor at 6:00pm for our
study of John Piper’s Desiring God.

This evening, will be our Service of Remembrance, where we will have
the opportunity to remember friends and family who have died,
including those in our congregation who have died in the past

year. Chad Boorsma will preach on Ruth 1 with the message "Not
Letting Go.” Refreshments will be served in the MPR following the
service.

Next Week’s Worship

Next Sunday morning Pastor Jonker will continue our sermon series
on the book of Romans. His sermon will focus on Romans 5, a section
of the letter where Paul compares the sin of Adam and the sacrifice of
Jesus.

Next Sunday evening Pastor Jonker will preach on Jeremiah 33:10-16.



The

Ten O’Clock Hour

Growing in Fellowship and Faith Formation

Happenings today
between the morning services:

Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room
Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room
Church School (3rd-12th grade)
3rd/4th grade— Room 221
5th/6th grade— Room 218/220
7th/8th grade— Room 219
9th/10th grade— Lower Level Classroom
11th/12th grade— Room 214
Coffee, Treats, Puzzles and Games: Everyone is welcome in the
MPR!

Church School Curriculum Update: Hear Chad Scholtens present
in the Chapel about empowering our kids to learn about the Bible
through updates in church school curriculum.

Book Study: Mike & Linda Hoisington will lead us in the first of an 8
week study of the book Gentle and Lowly by Dane Ortlund. We will
meet in Room 200.

Visitor Coffee: There is a special coffee time in the Parlor for
visitors/regular attenders and newer members who have been
around for roughly two years or less. We would love to see you
and get to know you a little better!

Global Concerns Prayer Time: Join us in Room 204 for our
monthly Prayer Time as we pray for our missionaries, the
persecuted church, and worldwide concerns and calamities.

Coming next Sunday to the 10 O'Clock Hour:

Bridge of Hope/Flourishing Families Presentation:
Next Sunday, October 11, representatives from the Bridges of Hope
program at Mel Trotter will present in the Chapel.
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Upcoming Events

Scan the QR code for more information or to
sign-up

Wednesday Night Programming

Wednesday, October 7 at 5:45pm

Grab 'n go meal is from 5:45-6:30pm. Chili dogs are on the menu.
Childcare (0-4 years old), GEMS, and Youth Outdoors (grades K-8)
meet from 6:30-8pm. GEMS and Youth Outdoors are at LaGrave. We do
not meet next Wednesday, October 14.

Mahjong Night

Tuesday, October 6 from 6:30-8:00pm

For those that know the game, come for open play. Instructors will join
us and answer our questions. Email cbusscher@lagrave.org to RSVP.
Heartside Women Who Care

Wednesday, October 14, 5:30-7:00pm

An evening of community connection and collective philanthropy
featuring a light supper and women'’s project presentations by ICCF,
Covenant House and the Downtown Food Pantry at Westminster. RSVP
by October 7 via email heartsidewomen@lagrave.org.

Outdoor Group Event

Saturday, October 17 at 10:00am

We will meet at Fred Meijer Nature Preserve, Pickerel Lake Park. We will
hike the 2 mile trail around the Lake. Colors will be beautiful and
everyone of all ages are welcome to join! We are adding a bonus extra
option. Please check out News & Opps for details and RSVP. Any
questions? Ask Dean & Tina Rooks, tina.erooks@gmail.com.

Young Couples/Families Fun Fall Event

Saturday, October 17 from 5:00-7:00pm

Calling all young couples/families ages 25-40! Come enjoy a fun fall
evening of food & fellowship at the home of Ben & Elaina Chase. We'll
enjoy a meal together, fellowship with other families, and have
pumpkin painting for the kids. Please bring a dish to pass. For more
information, please reach out to Elaina Chase 616-334-1900 or
chase.elaina@gmail.com.

Spark Kickoff Event

Sunday, October 18 from 5:00-5:45pm

If you are a young, middle or older aged adult and interested in
intergenerational discipleship at LaGrave, you're invited to the kickoff
event! Dinner provided by Qdoba. If interested, signup via the Welcome
Desk or contact Heidi (616-437-6830) or Rachel.

Introduction to the West Michigan Friendship Center

Thursday, October 22 from 6:30-8:30pm

The Evangelistic Outreach Committee invites LaGrave to join us in
learning more about the center's work connecting the Grand Rapids
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Christian and Muslim communities. We have purchased 16 seats at
their upcoming banquet on Tuesday, October 22 at Calvary Church's
Gathering Place, 707 E Beltline Ave NE. Sign-up by October 13.

Senior Lunch Out

Friday, October 23 from 11:30am-1:30pm

Calling all LaGrave seniors! You are invited to a fun lunch out on Oct.
23, at Gypsum Grill and Event Center (located at 330 Covell Ave SW,
Grand Rapids). Order your own lunch and enjoy this time of meeting
and connecting with others. Signups are available online. Questions?
Contact Cindy at 616-481-7071.

Women's Book Club

Monday, October 26 at 7:30pm

Join us in the Parlor to discuss The Painted Veil by W. Somerset
Maugham. Books are available at libraries, Schuler Books & Amazon.
LaGrave Night Out

Thursday, October 29 from 6:30-8:30pm

Join us at Archival Brewing from 6:30-8:30pm (located at 6266 West
River Dr. NE, Belmont). Whether you are new to LaGrave or have been
around awhile, this casual night out is a great way to meet people.
Anyone 21 and over is welcome! Come when you can; stay as long as
you want. Order your own dinner or simply drop by to say hello.
Questions? Contact Heidi at 616-437-6830 or Cindy at 616-481-7071.
Mahjong Class 101 & 102

Thursday , November 5 (101) and Thursday, November 12 (102)
Mahjong teaching classes return by popular demand! Interested in
learning how to play or are you wanting to brush up on your skills?
Come to the MPR to learn from Petals and Bamboo. Cost to attend is
$20 per class. Signups are available online.

Veteran’s Day Lunch

Wednesday, November 11

Join us at LaGrave on Veteran’s Day with a lunch and presentation
from Jim Boelkins: Faith and Family in a Time of War: Letters from WWiII
Field Surgeon Dr. Richard Boelkins.

Calvin University Men's Basketball

Saturday, November 14 at 1:00pm

LaGrave returns to the hospitality suite at Calvin for the Men's
Basketball Game on November 14. All are invited! The suite opens at
12pm; game starts at Ipm. Cost to attend is $5 per person. Popcorn,
treats and drinks will be provided. Signups available online.

Messiah by Candlelight featuring the Grand Rapids Symphony
Friday, November 20 at 7:30pm

LaGrave has a block of tickets for this event at Devos Hall. Cost to
attend is $30 adult; $10 student or educator. Signups available online.
Christmas Together Concert:

With Amy Grant, Michael W. Smith and CeCe Winans

Thursday, December 3 at 7:00pm

At the VanAndel Arena and LaGrave has a block of tickets! Cost to
attend is $40. Signups are available online.
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Announcements

Calming and active sensory rooms:

A reminder that Room 200 is a calming sensory room during the
worship services and Room 217 is an active sensory room. There are
tools in each space to accommodate both active and calming needs
and there is livestream in both spaces. Contact Rachel Thorne if you
have any questions.

April 2027 LaGrave Short-term Mission to the Dominican Republic:
Our team is in the process of formation. Pray for all those considering
joining the team. Contact Stan Kruis if interested in learning more.
Inspirations Exhibit

Take a moment to see the talent of our youth as expressed through
their artwork. The parlor has been transformed into a colorful gallery!
The exhibit will be on display through November 8. You may view their
inspirational creations on Sunday mornings or during regular church
business hours during the week. Thank you to the many artists who
contributed their work!

sunday Scribbles (3rd - 8th grade)

Instead of worship notes, Rachel is providing a worship journal for
any who are interested. Visit her office to look at one and pick it up.
Intercessory Prayer

Join the prayer team as we gather in the chapel each Wednesday to
lift up the needs of our church. Beginning this month, we will be
meeting at a new time -- from 12:15-1:00 p.m. If you have any
questions, please see Jolene DeHeer or Chad Boorsma.

Resources for Fall Sermon Series

Be sure to stop by the library today to check out the display of fine
books about Paul and Romans. They will enrich, inspire and/or inform
you for a better experience listening to the upcoming sermons.
Flourishing Families Service Small Group

We are looking for 2-3 more individuals/couples/families to join a
small group that will support a family as they work to move from
family shelter to their own place. Join the 10 O'Clock hour event to
learn more on October 11. Contact Kristin at kbatts@lagrave.org or
616-450-9504 if interested.
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Prayer Concerns

We praise God for his faithfulness to:

e Lavonne VandenBerg, who will celebrate her 9lst birthday on
Saturday, October 10.

e Cora Sinke, who will celebrate her 96th birthday on Monday,
October 12.

Let us faithfully pray for:

e DanBeimers, who has returned home from Mary Free Bed.

e Margot Mustert, daughter of Mitch & Alexa, who has been
hospitalized due to portal vein hypertension, which is affecting her
liver function and causing serious symptoms.

e Valerie Visser, who is continuing chemo treatments for breast
cancer.

We extend our Christian sympathy to:

e The family and friends of Ruth VanderLaan-Vos, who passed
away on Tuesday, September 29. Her funeral service was held on
Saturday, October 3 with Chad Boorsma officiating.

Please pray for:

those receiving hospice services — Sylvia Hugen, Harris Kiekover, Bruce
Quinn, Ron Shoemaker, Bev VandenBosch, George Zandt

those living with cancer — Jolene DeHeer, Marsha Haan, Jim Krol, Steve
Palazzolo, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten

those with other continuing needs — Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford,
Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Carole Hoffman, Renee Kuiper,
Rich & Mamuani Postma, Millie Vriend, Joyce Zwiers

those actively serving in the military — Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek
As members of God’s family, remember those who face religious
persecution throughout our world, and who suffer for the sake of Christ.
Missionary of the week: C and J, (nhames withheld for security
reasons) serving in West Africa, who will soon complete their home
service and return to ministering to an un-reached, rural Muslim group
in West Africa. Pray for fruitful ministry and safe travels.

14



Calendar

Sunday, October 4
Morning Worship
10 O'Clock Hour 1
Morning Worship
Bells Gloria
7-12 Choir
CREW, Vault
MSYG, Offsite
Evening Worship-Service of Remembrance..........
Young Adult Book Study, Parlor ...

Refreshments in the MPR
Monday, October 5

Comfort & Care Committee Meeting, Parlor.........

Spa Day Planning Meeting, 200 ...

Executive Committee, Parlor
Tuesday, October 6

Knitting Group, Parlor

8:40 AM
0:00 AM
11:00 AM
4:00 PM
4:40 PM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM

.1:00 PM
.1:00 PM
4:00 PM

1:00 PM

Welcoming Committee, PArIOr ........ovesesesesesenn.
Bells Jubilate

4:30 PM
6:15 PM

Mahjong, MPR
Wednesday, October 7
Men'’s Morning Bible Study, LLMR ...
Women'’s Morning Bible Study, Library
Spiritual Journey Bible Study, Rec Room. ...
Women'’s Mid Morning Bible Study, Parlor............ 1
Intercessory Prayer, Chapel
3-6 Choir
Faith Journey Bible Study, Library ...
Wednesday Night Activities
Chancel Choir
Thursday, October 8
Beth Moore and More Bible Study, Parlor...............

Long Range Planning, Parlor
Friday, October 9
Men’s Morning Bible Study, Parlor............

6:30 PM

8:00 AM

9:30 AM
0:00 AM
12:15 PM
5:00 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM

9:30 AM
7:00 PM

8:30 AM
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Sunday Volunteers

Assisting This Week: October 4

Security: 8:40:

11:00:
Greeters: 8:40:
11:00:
6:00:
8:40:

Ushers:

11:00:

6:00:

Dave Versluis, Tim Walcott, Zach Kruyf

Jeff Scholtens, Chad Scholtens

Julia Hoekstra, Marsha Kooistra

Peter Jouwstra. Don & Evonne Plantinga
Ann VanEerden, Jae Loucks

Brent Busscher, Caleb Ackerman,

Peter Ackerman, Dave Gebben

Matt Scholten, Merv Kamper, Jeff Plantinga,
Luther Ajim

Pete Clover

Assisting Next Week: October 11

Security: 8:40:

11:00:
Greeters: 11.00:
Ushers: 8:40:
11:00:
6:00:

Charles VanEerden, Doug VanBeek,

Tom Oostema

Matt Alcumbrack, Colton Alcumbrack

Garry & Yvonne Ferwerda

Karel deWaal Malefyt, Ben DeGraaf, Jim Krol,
Brad Moelker

Dave Tornga, Mitch Schroder, Jim Oppenhuizen,
Cynthia Bristol

John Dekker

LaGrave
Avenue

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

107 La Grave Avenue SE

Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503
info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204

www.lagrave.org
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