
   

 

Morning  Worship 

February 22, 2026   |   8:40 & 11:00 a.m. 
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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here.  

As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones. 
 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 
  The Prelude: 
      “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”               Hal H. Hopson 
 “What Wondrous Love Is This”          Richard A. Nichols      
        
  The Chiming of the Hour 
 
  The Introit:                              
      “Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights”             
     Throughout these Lenten days and nights we turn to walk the inward way, 
 where, meeting Christ, our guide and light, we live in hope till Easter day.   
 

 So let us choose the path of one who wore, for us, the crown of thorn, and 
 slept in death, that we might wake to life on Resurrection Morn!  

 Words: James Gertmenian (b. 1947) © 1993 Hope Publishing Company 
         Used by permission under OneLicense #707908 

 
*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 264: 1, 3, 5, 7  
 “Lift High the Cross”   
 
*The Greeting 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
  
 The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 
 

  The Call to Confession:  
 “Spirit of God, Who Dwells Within My Heart”   
 Did you not bid us love you, God and King, love you with all 
 our heart and strength and mind? I see the cross—there teach 
 my heart to cling. O let me seek you, and O let me find!     LUYH 618: 3 
  
  The Prayer of Confession 
 
  The Assurance of Forgiveness: based on 1 Peter 2: 24-25 
  He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we 
  might die to sins and live for righteousness; 
  by his wounds we are healed. 
  For we were like sheep going astray, 
  but now we have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
  our souls. 
 
*The Hymn of Celebration: Lift Up Your Hearts 170: 1, 2, 4, 5 
 “Man of Sorrows—What A Name” 
     stanza 4 a cappella   
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
  The Children’s Message  
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.   
 
  The Call to Prayer: based on Psalm 116: 1-2 
 I love the Lord, for he hears my voice; 
 he hears my cry for mercy.  
 Because he bends down his ear,  
 I will call on him as long as I live.  
  
  The Pastoral Prayer    
 
  The Anthem:  

      “Surely He Hath Borne Our Griefs” from Messiah (8:40)    G.F. Handel 
 Surely, he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. He was wounded 
 for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement, 
 of our peace was upon him.      Isaiah 53: 4-5 
 

  “Near the Cross” (11:00)                                                Heather Sorenson 
 Jesus, keep me near the cross, there a precious fountain. Free to all, a 
 healing stream, flows from Calvary’s mountain.  

 Near the cross, a trembling soul; love and mercy found me. There the bright 
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 and morning star shed his beams around me.  
 Refrain: In the cross, be my glory ever, forever, ’til my ransomed soul shall 
 find rest beyond the river. 
 

 Near the cross, I’ll watch and wait, hoping, trusting ever, ’til I reach the 
 golden strand just beyond the river. (Refrain) 
    

God Speaks to Us 

  
  The Scripture: Genesis 3: 21-24 (p. 6) concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: “Cross Words: Foreshadowings” 
 
  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 
*The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 167: 1, 3 
 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
 

God Feeds Us at His Table 
 

  The Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 
 

 With joy we praise you, gracious God, for in your great love, out 
 of nothing, you created heaven and earth and everything in 
 them. You made us in your image, and kept covenant with 
 us—even when we fell into sin. 
 We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life, 
 death, and resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
 life.  
 We praise you that Jesus took the form of a suffering servant, 
 emptying himself on the cross and giving up his life for us and 
 for our salvation.  
 We praise you for sending your Holy Spirit, our comforter and 
 guide, who sustains our faith, who nourishes our hope, and 
 leads us in the paths of life. 
 Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels and 
 the whole creation to proclaim the glory of your name. 
 Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and
 wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and 
 praise! 
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  The Prayer of Consecration 
 Almighty God, show forth, here among these people, the 
 presence of your life-giving Word and Holy Spirit. Sanctify us 
 through this sacrament. Grant that all who share the 
 communion of the body and blood of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 may be one in him and remain faithful in love and hope. And as 
 this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf,  
 and these grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, 
 that your whole church may soon be gathered from the ends of 
 the earth into your kingdom.  
 We pray this with the words you taught us, saying, 
 Our Father, who art in heaven 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever, Amen. 
 

  The Words of Institution for the Bread 
 (followed by the distribution of the bread) 
 During the passing of the bread we sing:  
 Worship & Rejoice 281 
 “Lamb of God”  
 
  The Words of Institution for the Cup 
 (followed by the distribution of the cup) 
 During the passing of the cup, the choir sings (8:40) 
 “Behold the Lamb” (8:40)      
 Behold the Lamb, who bears our sins away, slain for us—and we remember 
 the promise made, that all who come in faith find forgiveness at the cross. 
 So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of his sacrifice as a sign of 
 our bonds of peace around the table of the King.  
 

 The body of our Savior, Jesus Christ, torn for you—eat and remember the 
 wounds that heal; the death that brings us life paid the price to make us 
 one. So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of his sacrifice as a sign 
 of our bonds of love around the table of the King.  
 

 The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, shed for you—drink and 
 remember he drained death’s cup, that all may enter in to receive the life 
 of God. So we share in this bread of life and we drink of his sacrifice as a 
 sign of our bonds of grace around the table of the King.  
 

 And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond—and to remember  
 our call to follow in the steps of Christ as his body here on earth. As we 
 share in his suffering, we proclaim Christ will come again! And we’ll join in 
 the feast of heaven around the table of the King.  
          Words and Music: Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend © 2006 Thankyou Music 
                      (PRS), admin. Worldwide at EMICMPublishing.com except in Europe which is admin.  
                                                               by Kingwayssongs. Used with permission under CCLI#461624 
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 During the passing of the cup, please meditate on the organ and cello 
 music (11:00) 
 “Come, Ye Disconsolate” (11:00)                                           Kurt Kaiser 
 
  The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 175 
 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
 

(The thank-offerings for the General Fund & the Benevolence Fund will 
be received during the closing hymn. The congregation remains 

seated during the offering and rises on the final stanza.) 

*The Benediction  
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
*The Choral Amen (8:40) 
 
*The Organ Amen (11:00)  
 
*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 
*The Postlude:  
     “Lift High the Cross”                                               John Eggert 
   

  Rev. Peter Jonker .......................................................................................................... minister 
  Chad Boorsma ................................................................................................................ liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................. organist, pianist 
  Luke Tilma ............................................................................................................................... cellist 
  Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ....................................................... director (8:40) 
  7-12 Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ................................................................. director (11:00) 
  Joel Bouwman & Merv Kamper .................... Cross and Bible bearers (8:40) 
  Dan & Linda Slotsema ......................................... Cross and Bible bearers (11:00) 
 

Lent Banners and Paraments: Lent is the liturgical season beginning 
with Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday. The ash permeated sackcloth 
remind us of our human mortality and our need for repentance and 
reconciliation with God. The ash sackcloth against the royal purple 
cloth symbolize the suffering and sorrow that Jesus the King bore for 
our sin and the sin in our broken world. 
 

Music at LaGrave (11:00): Fanny Crosby, the well-known 19th-century 
blind poetess wrote the text of Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross upon 
hearing a tune composed by her close friend William Doane. Their 
collaboration resulted in many hymns. “Nearness” is the central theme 
in this hymn. Crosby had a gift for focusing attention on Christ in her 
texts, opening the eyes of believers the world over. Heather Sorenson’s 
choral arrangement portrays the running stream found in the text 
through a cascading piano accompaniment. The first two verses are 
set in a minor key; the third verse switches to a major key, and the 
piece concludes again in the minor mode. Sorenson adds a 
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Happenings today  
between the morning services: 

 

• Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room 
• Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room 
• Church School  
 3rd/4th grade— Room 221 
 5th/6th grade— Room 218/220 
 7th/8th grade— Room 219  
 9th/10th grade— Lower Level Classroom 
 11th/12th grade— Room 214 
• 139 Years of Grace! We will celebrate this milestone of God's 

faithfulness with coffee, cake and fellowship in the Multi-Purpose 
Room. There will also be a tour of the historic elements of our 
building. We will start in the Parlor, and stop in at the Heritage 
Center on the lower level to view historic artifacts.  

• Biblical Parenting Class: Dave and Sarah Gebbens lead us in the 
multi-session parenting class based on Chip Ingram's "Living on 
the Edge" ministry, God's blueprint for biblical parenting.  We will 
meet in Room 200.  

• Developing Spiritual Gifts Class: Jolene DeHeer leads us in the 
fourth of a 4 session class about identifying and developing our 
spiritual gifts. The class will meet in the Council Room.  

 

 

beautiful cello accompaniment to accentuate the text of this  
well-known hymn. 

The flowers on the chancel today are given by the members of the 
Historical Committee with gratitude for 139 years of God's grace at 
LaGrave Christian Reformed Church.   
The February special offering is for The Bridge. The Bridge is part of 
Arbor Circle, which offers emergency shelter for youths, and 
additional counseling for youths and their families.  

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live  
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Coming to the 10 O’Clock Hour: 
 

• Global Concerns Prayer Time: Join us March 1 in the chapel for 
our monthly Prayer Time, which occurs the first Sunday of the 
month during the 10 o’clock hour. We will pray for our  
missionaries, the persecuted church, and worldwide concerns 
and calamities.  

• Visitor Coffee Time:  Calling all visitors to LaGrave as well as 
those who regularly attend! You are invited to a special coffee 
during the 10 o’clock hour on March 1. Members from the  
Welcoming committee will be there to greet you.  

• Book Study: Mike & Linda Hoisington lead a 5 week study (March 
1-29) of the book Prayer in the Night by Tish Harrison Warren. 
Framed around a nighttime prayer of Compline, the author  
explores themes of human vulnerability, suffering, and God’s 
seeming absence, while offering a prayerful and frank approach 
to the difficulties in a world filled with uncertainty. Signup online 
or email Kim kvanhaitsma@lagrave.org to purchase a book 
ahead of time. There is required reading prior to the first class.  

• Public Reading of Scripture: Join us March 1-29, as we spend 
time in some of the Psalms that are  often used during Lent. We'll 
read them several times while sharing what we notice. questions 
we have and things we wonder about. No preparation needed, 
and you're welcome to attend whenever your schedule allows.  
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Next Week’s Worship 
Next Sunday Morning is the second Sunday in the season of Lent and 
we will continue our Cross Words sermon series, a series which 
focuses on different aspects of the cross. Pastor Jonker will preach on 
Romans 7:7-25  

Next Sunday Evening we will meditate on Exodus 2: 11-22 with the 
message: “From Superhero to Servant.” Chad Boorsma will preach.  

2 & 3s,  Nursery & Children’s Worship will be provided today.  

Mexico Mission Team: We will meet for training in the Parlor today, 
12:15-1:45 pm and will have a session focusing on orientation to  
Mexico, with assistance from our missionaries Corey & Amy Havlicek. 
Pray for our Mexico Team's preparation for their trip.  

This evening, Rev. Kristy Manion will preach on Psalm 32. Jeff and Julie 
Bouman, missionaries serving in Hungary, will be visiting LaGrave. They 
will give a Mission Moment during our evening service, and a longer  
presentation along with a light supper and Q & A after the evening 
service. The Boumans minister to refugees and coordinate Resonate’s 
Cohort program in Europe.  

CREW (9th - 12th grade): CREW meets tonight in the Vault from 
5:30pm - 7:15pm for Celebration, a time of contemporary worship  
including singing and listening to Scripture. We will have a full band 
leading us in worship so encourage friends and family to come along! 
CREW RSVP for Cedar Point (9th - 12th grade): If you are currently in 
high school, you can sign up for the summer CREW trip to Cedar Point 
from June 9-10. Cost is $100. RSVP to Rachel by March 1.  
CREW RSVP for SERVE 2026 (8th - 12th grade): This year, SERVE is from 
June 20-27. Cost is $50. If you would like to participate, RSVP to Rachel 
by next Sunday, March 1. 

MSYG (6th - 8th grade): Meets tonight in the MPR from 5:30-7:15. We 
have a missionary special guest tonight to talk about their work in the 
mission field. We will also play a game and have dinner together! 
Contact Jess Hollenbach with questions.  

Today 
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Wednesday Night Programming does not meet this week                
Wednesday, February 25. We will resume next Wednesday, March 4.  

Women’s Book Club 
Monday, February 23 at 7:30pm  
Join us in the Parlor to discuss The Tobacco Wives by Adele Myers.   
Christ Laid Aside His Crown 
Wednesday, February 25 at 12 noon  
The first of five noontime services will be held this Wednesday. Rev. 
Kristy Manion serves as liturgist and Dr. Larry Visser as organist. Larry 
will play Prelude and Fugue-Toccata on What Wondrous Love Is This, 
the piece he was commissioned to write for his former U of M  
classmate who last fall celebrated 30 years as organist at Bruton  
Parish in Williamsburg. A light meal will be served following the half-
hour service. All are welcome to attend this time of Lenten reflection 
and spiritual enrichment. 

All Church Derby Race 
Saturday, March 14 at 9:00am 
LaGrave's newly updated woodshop will be open on Wednesday  
evenings on Feb. 18, 25, March 4 and 11 from 6:30-8 pm for those  
wanting to make Derby Cars. Derby kits will be available for pick up in 
the MPR on Sunday mornings.  

All Church Bowling 
Saturday, March 21, 3:00—5:00pm 
Calling all LaGrave bowlers! You are invited to an all church bowling 
event on Saturday, March 21 from 3-5 pm at Park Center Lanes  
located at 2222 28th St SW, Wyoming, MI. New bowlers, those with  
experience, families, singles, young, young at heart, long time  
members or those new to LaGrave are all welcome! Enjoy two hours of 
bowling, shoe rental, pizza and pop. Cost to attend is $5.00 per  
person.  Sign up online to reserve your spot today!  

College/Career The Grand Rapids Game Show 
Thursday, March 26 at 6:45—8:15pm 
Sign up now for our March funtivity on March 26, 6:45-8:15 pm. We will 
be going to The Grand Rapids Game Show. Cost: $10. Venmo Heidi. 
Space is limited so sign up to reserve your spot! Text Heidi or use the 
IPAD's at the Welcome Desk to sign up!   
 

Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code for more information or to 
sign-up 
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Breakfast for SERVE 2026: This year, SERVE is looking for a volunteer (or 
a volunteer team) who would be willing to prepare breakfast for the 
group each morning. This would include preparing food and cleanup. 
Breakfast needs to be ready by 7:30am. If you are interested in helping 
with breakfast, contact Rachel Thorne to talk through more details.    

Internship Opportunity: Through the generous support of the Loeks 
Committee, LaGrave is offering a paid equipping internship to a  
college/university student interested in serving the women of  
Heartside. Details can be found in the weekly News and Opportunities. 
Questions can be directed to Kristin in the church office.  

The LaGrave Worship Arts Committee is pleased to present Jesus’ 
Journey to the Cross–artwork by Scott Erickson. The collection is  
displayed outdoors along Sheldon Ave. for this season of Lent & Easter. 
For Lent, the Worship Committee is presenting in the sanctuary 
“Shadows and Light”, art by Manuel Gallardo.” In him was life, and that 
life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:4-5). Manuel Gallardo is 
originally from Cuba and currently is a PhD student in Systematic  
Theology at Calvin Theological Seminary, with an emphasis on 
preaching and teaching. Prior to studying at Calvin Seminary, he 
graduated from a fine art academy in Cuba and was also a pastor 
and art professor.  
Art Display: Selections from Versluis’s Fish Series. David M. Versluis is 
an artist and retired professor of art at Dordt University. His "Spirit Lake, 
Iowa: Fish Series" is a collection of original prints that dissects a lake 
perch into an  emblematic design. Developed as a traveling show 
from 2004-2010, the series features a school of images that allude to 
the fish as a unique creature, signifying that all aquatic life were the 
first to receive God's blessing (Genesis 1:22). The Fish Series has been 
displayed in galleries throughout Iowa and Illinois and will be on  
display in the Parlor until May 3. Versluis chairs the LaGrave Worship 
Arts Committee and is the recipient of Dordt University's 2019  
Noteworthy Scholarship Award. 

Announcements  
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We praise God for his faithfulness to:  
• Annette Haverkamp, who will celebrate her 90th birthday on 

Wednesday, February 25. 
• Clarence VanDyken, who will celebrate his 95th birthday on 

Sunday, March 1. 
• Paul Buiten, who will celebrate his 91st birthday on Tuesday,  

March 3. 
Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Jean DeKryger, who is hospitalized following surgery to repair a 

broken hip after a fall. 
• Joan Elzinga, who has been released from the hospital and is 

continuing her recovery at Covenant Living of the Great Lakes. 
• Carol VanBruggen, who has been diagnosed with cancer. 
• Bob VanWyk, who will have knee replacement surgery on Monday, 

February 23. 

We extend our Christian sympathy to:  
• Martha “Marty” Campbell , in the death of her husband, Mark 

Campbell on Saturday, February 7.  
• Dick Kanten (Chris, Kelsea) and family, in the death of wife and 

mother, Sherri Kanten on Wednesday, February 18. A memorial 
service is being planned for mid-March. 

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Sylvia Hugen, Yvonne Pylman,  
Bev VandenBosch, George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Joanne Arnoys, Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan,  
Steve Palazzolo, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb Voskuil  
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Sandra Destrempes, Julie Farmer, Sandy Gronsman, Carole Hoffman, 
Sipp Hutton, Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover, Carmen Kruyf, Dorothy 
Ondersma, Marlene Paauwe, Rich & Mamuani Postma, Joy Winkle, 
Joyce Zwiers 

those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

Prayer Concerns 
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As members of God’s family, remember those who give faithful care 
to a loved one who suffers and who must learn new skills to do so.  

Missionary of the week:  Anastaze & Jenesta Nzabonimpa, who serve 
in Refugee Ministries in Kampala, Uganda, networking with pastors, 
churches, and government agencies. Pray that their ministry with 
refugees will have a great impact. Pray also for good governance of 
the country, bringing safety and stability.  

New Members: 
This Sunday we welcome Neil & Natalie Karsten (Lydia), who have 
transferred their membership from First CRC, Byron Center, MI. 

 

 

 

 



 14 

 

Calendar 
Sunday, February 22 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 8:40 AM 
 10 O’Clock hour ................................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 11:00 AM 
 Kids Hope Luncheon, Fellowship Hall .................. 12:00 PM  
 STEM Mission Trip Training, Parlor ........................... 12:15 PM  
 Bells Gloria ............................................................................. 4:00 PM 
 7-12 Choir ................................................................................ 4:40 PM  
 CREW, Vault ........................................................................... 5:30 PM 
 Middle School Youth Group, MPR ............................ 5:30 PM 
 Evening Worship ................................................................ 6:00 PM 
 Missionary Dinner, Fellowship Hall ..........................7:00 PM 
 Young Adult Small Group, Parlor ............................... 7:15 PM 
Monday, February 23 
 Mission Committee, LL ................................................... 6:00 PM  
 Communications Committee, 200 ........................7:00 PM 
 Women’s Book Club, Parlor..........................................7:00 PM 
Tuesday, February 24 
 Historical Committee ..................................................... 9:30 AM 
 Bells Jubilate ..........................................................................6:15 PM 
 Art Committee, Parlor......................................................7:00 PM 
Wednesday, February 25 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study .......................................... 8:00 AM 
 Wednesday Women’s Bible Study ......................... 9:00 AM 
 Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study............... 10:00 AM 
 Lenten Worship Series ................................................... 12:00 PM  
 Intercessory Prayer, Chapel .......................................... 1:15 PM 
 3-6 Grade Choir ................................................................... 5:15 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study ............................................ 6:30 PM 
 GEMS Counselors, Council .......................................... 6:30 PM 
 Open Workshop ................................................................. 6:30 PM  
 Chancel Choir ....................................................................  7:00 PM 
Thursday, February 26 
 Beth Moore and More Bible Study .......................... 9:30 AM 
 SERVE Committee, Parlor ...............................................7:00 PM  
Friday, February 27 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study .......................................... 8:30 AM 
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Sunday Volunteers 
 

Assisting This Week: February 22 
 Security:  
 8:40: Charlie Kornoelje, Haley Kornoelje 
 9:30-11:30: Matt Alcumbrack  
 11:00: Ben Nagel, Gary Palmer 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Laurie Termaat, Jane Tol 
  11:00: John & Barbara Curphey, Jack & Deb Nuiver 
  6:00: Bev Clover, Elaine DeStigter 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Karel deWaal Malefyt, Peter Ackerman,  
            Caleb Ackerman, Ben Nagel 
  11:00: Dave Tornga, Mitch Schroder, Sally Jonker 
  6:00: Pete Clover 
 
Assisting Next  Week: March  1 
 Security:  
 8:40: Jeff Konyndyk, Grant Konyndyk 
 9:30-11:30: Karel deWaal Malefyt  
 11:00: Leo Christner, Mark Christner 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Galen & Thelma Meyer, Beth Swagman 
  11:00: Jeff & Kara Plantinga 
  6:00: Linda Slotsema 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Dave Gebben, Ben DeGraaf, Brad Schaap, Paul Stuit 
  11:00: Marilyn Rottman, Luther Ajim, Merv Kamper  
  6:00: John Dekker 
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