
   

 

Morning  Worship 

February 8, 2026   |   8:40 & 11:00 a.m. 
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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able. We are glad you 
are here.  

 

As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones. 
 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

  The Prelude: 
      “Solemn Prelude on CRANHAM” (In the Bleak Midwinter)          Larry Visser 
  What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
  if I were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him—give my 
  heart. 
 “We Give Thee But Thine Own”                  Richard Hudson 
   
 The Chiming of the Hour 
 
  The Introit:                              
      “Give Thanks to God, Who Hears Our Cries”    
      Give thanks to God, who hears our cries and saves in troubled days with 
 wondrous works to humankind that call for highest praise. Let all who know 
 God’s saving love sing grateful songs always.  
  
 So praise the One whose love is great, whose kindness is well known, 
 consider well the healing hand and help you have been shown, and tell the 
 world what God has done. Praise God and God alone! 

 Words: Ruth Duck, copyright 2011, GIA Publications Inc. 
         Used by permission under OneLicense #707908 

 
*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 549 
 “O Praise the Lord, for It Is Good”   
 

*The Greeting 
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
  
 The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 
 
  The Call to Confession: 2 Corinthians 8: 1-4,7 
 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about 
 the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.  
 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and 
 their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  
 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and 
 even beyond their ability.  
 Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the 
 privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 
 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
 knowledge, in complete earnestness and in 
 the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in 
 this grace of giving. 
 
 The Prayer of Confession  
 Prayer concluded with singing: 
 Sing twice. First time all sing in harmony 
 Second time, all sing a cappella in harmony 

(English translation: “Lord, have mercy.”)                                        LUYH 635 
 
The Assurance of Forgiveness: 2 Corinthians 8: 9 
 
*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 863: 1, 2, 4, 6 
 “Take My Life and Let It Be”   
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We Celebrate God’s Faithfulness  
 
  The Meaning of Baptism (11:00) 
 
  The Baptismal Vows 
 The Baptism of Evelyn Marie Kukulies, daughter of  
                                                                        Josh & Audrey Kukulies  

                        Prayer Partner: Joyce Waalkes 
   

Children are invited to come forward for the baptism. 
 

*The Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 521: 1, 3 
 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
  The Children’s Blessing (8:40) 
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.   
 
  The Pastoral Prayer 
  
  The Anthem: (8:40)  

      “An Offering”                                                         Dan Forrest 
  O Christ, who spared not any cost, nor any grace withheld, but poured forth 
 your redeeming blood in love unparalleled; what would you have me offer, 
 Lord? What must I count as loss that I may taste the fellowship that brings 
 me near the cross?  
 
 Why should I cling to gifts you give? Why grasp in foolish pride what you who 
 gave yourself for me now bid me lay aside? To know you is my highest gain, 
 worth any sacrifice, a treasure worthy to possess at any earthly price.  
 
 Yet if behind my open hands my heart shrinks from the cost, teach me 
 nothing offered you is ever truly lost. A hundredfold awaits in one glimpse of 
 your face, my sacrifice forgotten in the riches of your grace.  
                                      Words: Eileen Berry © Copyright 2012 by Beckenhorst Press, Inc.   

  Used by permission under OneLicense #707908. 
 

 “Only My Best for God” (11:00)    Carlos Ichter 
 Just like the widow at the temple who gave all she possessed with only two 
 coins, she was determined to give her very best. Jesus gathered his 
 disciples and taught them this one thing: when God is truly master, you will 
 give him everything. 
  
 Only my best for God, only my best for God; even when discouraged, I will do 
 my part. For he alone is worthy and to him belongs my heart. Because only 
 in Jesus is my best enough. 
 
 What can I bring to God, my Father, giver of all things? He is Creator, my 
 Provider, and he is my King. What can I give to him, my Lord,  
 even when I fall? With gratitude and humbleness I will give him my all.  
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 Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. Take my heart, it is thine 
 own; it shall be thy throne.  

 © 2025 Celebrating Grace Music,  
Used by permission under OneLicense #707908. 

 

  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 

 

  The Offertory:  
    “Take My Life and Let It Be”                               Christa Rakich 

 
*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.          
   

God Speaks to Us 

  

  The Scripture: Mark 12: 41-44(p. 1580) concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: “The Word in the Windows:   
  The Widow’s Mite” 
 
  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 

We Go in His Peace 
 
*The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 876 
 “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 
 

*The Benediction  
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
*The Choral Amen (8:40) 
 
*The Organ Amen (11:00) 
 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
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*The Postlude:  
     “Be Thou My Vision”                                           Charles Ore, John Behnke 

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
thou and thou only first in my heart, high King of heaven, my treasure thou art.  

   

  Rev. Peter Jonker .......................................................................................................... minister 
  Rev. Kristy Manion.......................................................................................................... liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................. organist, pianist 
  Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ....................................................... director (8:40) 
  3-6 Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood .................................................................. director (11:00) 
  Jane Tol & David Versluis .................................. Cross and Bible bearers (8:40) 
  Brad & Ruby Van Haitsma ................................ Cross and Bible bearers (11:00) 
 

Epiphany: the liturgical season from Christmastide to Lent. During this time we 
focus on Jesus Christ, the Savior, who is the manifestation of God’s light in our 
dark and sin-filled world. As we grow in our knowledge of God’s redemptive acts 
through Jesus Christ, we are called to respond by bringing the light of the gospel 
to our various communities and the world. These concepts are reflected in the 
symbol of the Trinity and the gold and white colors used in the banners and 
paraments. 
 

Music at LaGrave: Dan Forrest’s meditative and pastoral anthem An Offering 
is “a musical unfolding of the balance between anything we could possibly offer 
and Christ’s supreme sacrifice on the cross.” One is reminded of the words of 
another hymnwriter, Isaac Watts: “Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, 
my life, my all.” As in many of Forrest’s musical creations, the piece has 
moments of both quiet reflection and exuberant glory. 
The February special offering is for The Bridge. The Bridge is part of Arbor Circle, 
which offers emergency shelter for youths, and additional counseling for youths 
and their families.  

 
Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live  

2 & 3s,  Nursery & Children’s Worship will be provided today.  

This evening, Rev. Peter Gordon will preach on Mark 7: 31-37. 
CREW (9th - 12th grade): CREW does not meet tonight. We will  
resume again next Sunday, February 15.  
MSYG (6th - 8th grade):  We will not meet tonight, 2/8, or next week, 2/15. We 
will meet again on Sunday, February 22 in the MPR.  

Today 



 7 

 

Happenings today  
between the morning services: 

 

• Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room 
• Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room 
• Church School  
 3rd/4th grade— Room 221 
 5th/6th grade— Room 218/220 
 7th/8th grade— Room 219  
 9th/10th grade— Lower Level Classroom 
 11th/12th grade— Room 214 
• Coffee, Puzzles and Games:  Join us in the MPR for a time of  

fellowship and conversation. Everyone is welcome!  
• Parents of 9th-12th graders: Join us in the Parlor for coffee and 

treats to meet other parents in the same stage of life as you! 
• Biblical Parenting Class: Dave and Sarah Gebbens lead us in the 

multi-session parenting class based on Chip Ingram's "Living on 
the Edge" ministry, God's blueprint for biblical parenting. We will 
meet in Room 200.   

• Developing Spiritual Gifts Class: Jolene DeHeer leads us in the 
second of a 4 session class about identifying and developing our 
spiritual gifts. The class will meet in the Council Room and books 
will be available for purchase. ($5) 
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Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code to for more information or to 
sign-up 

Wednesday Night Programming 
Wednesday, February 11 
Grab 'n go is from 5:45pm - 6:30pm. Meatball subs are on the menu. 
GEMS and Youth Outdoors meet from 6:30pm - 8pm. There will be 
childcare for 0-4 year olds in 2s/3s Room from 6:15pm - 8:30pm.  

Take a Peek Tour 
Wednesday, February 11, 10:30am 
Friday, February 13, 12:00pm 
Monday, February 16, 12:00pm 
Are you curious about what the future Community Center will look like? 
Join LaGrave staff for a tour of the Winter Community Center at  
Westminster, which will give you a glimpse of some of the services 
that will be provided. We’ll meet at the LaGrave office, walk to  
Westminster, take a 15 minute tour and then come back to debrief for 
30 minutes about what we saw and a future Community Center on 
LaGrave’s property. All ages welcome! 

LaGrave Night Out 
Thursday, February 12  at 6:30pm 
The next LaGrave Night Out is scheduled for February 12 at Uccello's 
located at 2630 E Beltline Ave SE, GR. Anyone over 21 is welcome! 
Whether you are new to LaGrave or have been around a while, this 
casual night is a great way to meet people. Come when you can; stay 
as long as you want. Order dinner or simply drop by to say hello!  
Contact Heidi at 616-437-6830 or Cindy at 616-481-7071. 

 

 

Next Week’s Worship 

Next Sunday Morning we conclude our sermon series on the 
windows. Pastor Jonker will preach on the story of the Transfiguration 
as found in Matthew 17:1-13. Can you find that story in the windows? 

Next Sunday Evening Pastor Jonker will preach on Colossians 3:1-4. 
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LaGrave Women’s Galentine Cookie Decorating Event 
Saturday, February 14  
Calling all LaGrave women of every age! You are invited to a  
Galentine's Cookie Decorating event at Spruced Studio. Thanks to the 
Loeks Fund, the cost to attend is $10. The 10-11am class is full but there 
are still spots available in the 12-1pm class. The link to sign up is in the 
Tuesday News and Opportunities email.  

College/Career  
Sunday, February 15 at 9:40am 
Our next Bagel Sunday is coming up! If you are a visitor between the 
ages of 18-30, (post high school), you are welcome to join us in the 
Parlor for a time of coffee, bagels, and fellowship with other Young 
Adults. We meet between the 8:40 and 11 AM services. We'd love to 
meet you!  

College/Career  
Sunday, February 15 at 5:30—7:30pm 
If you are a visitor or regular attender between 18-30 (post high 
school), we'd love to have you join us for our next Sunday Night Dinner 
on Feb. 15. We meet at the Glover house (1933 Pinnacle Dr. SW). Come 
out for an evening of great food, genuine connection, and spiritual  
encouragement! All are welcome! Text Heidi @616-437-6830 with 
questions or to RSVP.  

Ash Wednesday 
February 18  
All are invited to a congregational meal in the MPR at 5:15 followed by 
a service at 6:15 pm in the sanctuary. Chick-fil-A sandwiches, nuggets 
and grilled nuggets and more will be served.  

Faith Journey Bible Study 
February 18 at 6:30pm 
You are invited to join our next Bible study on the Four-Dimensional 
Jesus: Seeing Jesus through the Eyes of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John, by John Timmer. We will discuss ‘Who is Jesus?’ and other  
questions. Starts February 18. RSVP/questions to Dean Rooks at  
616-260-8807 or rooksarchitecture@gmail.com. 
 

College/Career Trivia Night  
Thursday, February 19 at 7:00—9:00pm 
Trivia Night at VanderMill Cider. All are welcome to join!  Heidi will be 
there by 6:18 PM to hold tables. Food is available to purchase.  
Questions? Reach out to Heidi@616-437-6830.  

Mom’s Fellowship 
Friday, February 20 at 9:30am 
All moms are invited to join Moms’ Fellowship for our annual card 
making session. Our host will bring all supplies and provide direction 
for creating cards. Childcare will be available in the Nursery.  
Questions? Contact Alisha Doezema 616-745-9834. 
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Missionary Presentation 
Sunday, February 22  
LaGrave’s Mission Committee will welcome Jeff & Julie Bouman to 
LaGrave on February 22.  The Boumans serve with Resonate Global 
Mission in refugee and teaching ministries in Hungary. They will give a 
brief update during the evening service and then a longer  
presentation, with light supper provided, after the service. 

Women’s Book Club 
Monday, February 23 at 7:30pm  
Join us in the Parlor to discuss The Tobacco Wives by Adele Myers.  
Books are available at local libraries, Schuler’s & Amazon.  
Christ Laid Aside His Crown 
Five Noontime services on Wednesdays during Lent  
These services will be held in the sanctuary on Wednesdays during 
Lent: Feb. 25, Mar. 4, Mar. 11, Mar. 18, and Mar. 25. The half-hour services 
will include spoken liturgy, prayers, singing, and a 20-minute musical 
meditation offered by staff and guest organists. On Feb. 25, Rev. Kristy 
Manion will serve as liturgist and Dr. Larry Visser will serve as organist. 
A light meal will be served in the MPR following each service. All are 
welcome to attend this time of Lenten reflection and spiritual  
enrichment. 

All Church Derby Race 
Saturday, March 14 at 9:00am 
LaGrave's newly updated woodshop will be open on Wednesday  
evenings on Feb.18, 25, March 4 and 11 from 6:30-8 pm for those  
wanting to make Derby Cars. Derby kits will be available for pick up in 
the MPR on Sunday mornings.  

All Church Bowling 
Saturday, March 21, 3:00—5:00pm 
Calling all LaGrave bowlers! You are invited to an all church bowling 
event on Saturday, March 21 from 3-5 pm at Park Center Lanes  
located at 2222 28th St SW, Wyoming, MI. New bowlers, those with  
experience, families, singles, young, young at heart, long time  
members or those new to LaGrave are all welcome! Enjoy two hours of 
bowling, shoe rental, pizza and pop. Cost to attend is $5.00 per  
person.  Sign up online to reserve your spot today!  

College/Career The Grand Rapids Game Show 
Thursday, March 26 at 6:45—8:15pm 
Sign up now, for our March funtivity. Cost: $10 - Venmo Heidi. Space is 
limited so sign up to reserve your spot! Text Heidi or use the IPAD's at 
the Welcome Desk to sign up.  
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Plan to help us fill Safe Haven's pantry! 
In February, LaGrave's LiveSafe Team will be holding a drive for  
household and grocery items to stock the emergency shelter of Safe 
Haven Ministries. Please see the News and Opportunities email for wish 
lists and donation dates. Items will be collected here at LaGrave.  
Gifts in Your Church Mailbox 
You will find two gifts from the Spiritual Formation Committee in your 
church mailbox: a booklet of daily prayers for renewal and the annual 
Lenten devotional book. 

Devotional Booklet for Visitors 
Visitors who would like a copy of our church’s Lenten devotional book 
can pick one up at the Welcome Center in the narthex. 

Perfume Reminder 
While perfume smells good to most of us, some LaGrave members are 
allergic to fragrances. Please keep that in mind as you get ready on 
Sunday mornings.   

Fish Bowl 
The fish bowl, located in the library, continues to accept names of 
people who don't know Jesus as Savior, who are wandering in their 
faith, or who have left the Christian faith. Prayer servants are faithfully 
praying for these people. 
Interested in making LaGrave your church home? 
We would love to have you join! Email Marie Jansen, our Membership 
Administrator, at mjansen@lagrave.org to begin that process.  

Parlor Art Display Feb 8-May 3, Selections from Versluis’s Fish Series  
David M. Versluis is an artist and retired professor of art (graphic  
design) at Dordt University. His "Spirit Lake, Iowa: Fish Series" is a  
collection of original prints that dissects a lake perch into an  
emblematic design. Developed as a traveling show from 2004-2010, 
the series features a school of images that allude to the fish as a 
unique creature, signifying that all aquatic life were the first to receive 
God's blessing (Genesis 1:22). The Fish Series has been displayed in 
galleries throughout Iowa, and in Illinois. Versluis chairs the LaGrave 
Worship Arts Committee and is the recipient of Dordt University's 2019 
Noteworthy Scholarship Award. 

Announcements  
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Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Joan Elzinga, who is continuing rehab at Covenant Living of the 

Great Lakes.  
• Marjean Green, who has returned home. 
• Sipp Hutton, who is continuing rehab at Mary Free Bed.  
• Marlene Paauwe, who is continuing therapy at Breton Woods.   

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Bev VandenBosch, George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Joanne Arnoys, Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, 
Sherri Kanten, Anita MacDonald (John Postmus’ daughter), Steve 
Palazzolo, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb Voskuil  
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Sandra Destrempes, Julie Farmer, Bette Frieswyk, Sandy Gronsman, 
Carole Hoffman, Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover, Carmen Kruyf, Dorothy 
Ondersma, Rich & Mamuani Postma, Carol VanBruggen, Joy Winkle, 
Joyce Zwiers 

those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

As members of God’s family, remember those students for whom 
school is difficult academically or socially.  

Missionary of the week:  Steve & Jan Michmerhuizen, serving in 
Hungary with a focus on stewardship of creation. Pray for the Spirit’s 
leading for Steve and co-workers as they prepare for meetings on 
Creation Care at a pan-European gathering called “Hope for Europe,” 
to be held in October.  
Thank you 
Dear LaGrave congregation, Thank you all for the outpouring of love 
you’ve shown following Jerry’s death. The cards, flowers, visits, 
attendance and participating in his funeral service mean the world to 
us. We are so blessed to be surrounded by a loving church community 
- a church and LaGrave community that Jerry loved so deeply. This 
loss has left a void in our lives, but one day at a time, we are comforted 
that he is with our Heavenly Father.  ~Susan Kruyf 

Prayer Concerns 
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Sermon Notes 
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Calendar 
Sunday, February 8 
 Morning Worship ......................................................... 8:40 AM 
 Henry Beets Mission Society, LLMR ................... 9:50 AM 
 10 O’Clock hour........................................................... 10:00 AM 
 Parents 9th—12th Coffee, Parlor ...................... 10:00 AM 
 Morning Worship ......................................................... 11:00 AM 
 Short Term Exposure in Missions, Parlor ...... 12:00 PM 
 Bells Gloria ...................................................................... 4:00 PM 
 7-12 Choir ......................................................................... 4:40 PM  
 CREW, Vault .................................................................... 5:30 PM 
 MSYG, MPR ....................................................................... 5:30 PM  
 Evening Worship ......................................................... 6:00 PM 
 Young Adult Small Group, Parlor ........................ 7:15 PM 
Monday, February 9 
 Council—Elders/Deacons ..................................... 6:30 PM 
Tuesday, February 10 
 Bells Jubilate ...................................................................6:15 PM 
Wednesday, February 11 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study ................................... 8:00 AM 
 Wednesday Women’s Bible Study .................. 9:00 AM 
 Spiritual Journey Bible Study, Rec Room ..... 9:30 AM 
 Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study ........ 10:00 AM 
 Intercessory Prayer, Chapel ................................... 1:15 PM 
 3-6 Grade Choir ............................................................5:15 PM 
 Grab ‘n Go Meal ................................................................. 5:45 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study ...................................... 6:30 PM 
 GEMS Father/Daughter, Fellowship ................. 6:30 PM 
 Youth Outdoors, Offsite .......................................... 6:30 PM  
 Chancel Choir..............................................................  7:00 PM 
Thursday, February 12 
 Beth Moore and More Bible Study ................... 9:30 AM 
 LaGrave Night Out...................................................... 6:30 PM 
Friday, February 13 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study ................................... 8:30 AM 
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Sunday Volunteers 
 
Assisting This Week: February 8 
 Security:  
 8:40: Dave Versluis, Tim Walcott 
 9:30-11:30: Zach Kruyf 
 11:00: Jeff Scholtens, Chad Scholtens 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Ruth Vis 
  11:00: Bob & Linda Berkhof, Ryan & Andrea Hekman 
  6:00: John & Shelly Schat 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Brent Busscher, Sam Schat, Deve Gebben,  
           Andrew Schimmel 
  11:00: Merv Kamper, Luther Ajim, Jeff Scholtens, Eli Walcott  
  6:00: John Dekker 
 
Assisting Next  Week: February 15 
 Security:  
 8:40: Charles VanEerden, Doug VanBeek 
 9:30-11:30: Tom Oostema 
 11:00: Matt Alcumbrack, Colton Alcumbrack 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Sharon Etheridge, Jack & Dottie VandeGutche 
  11:00: Marge Snoeyink, Denise DeGraaf 
  6:00:  
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Ben DeGraaf, Sally Jonker, Tim Walcott, Eli Walcott 
  11:00: Jim Oppenhuizen, Luther Ajim, Matt Scholten,  
  Dan Stoffer  
  6:00: Brad Post 
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107 La Grave Avenue SE 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503 

info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204 

www.lagrave.org 


