LaGrave
Avenue

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

Morning Worship

March1,2026 | 8:40 & 11:00 a.m.




Order of Worship

Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a
time of prayer and meditation

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.
We are glad you are here.
As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones.

God Calls Us to Worship

The Prelude:
“O Man, Bewail Your Grievous Sin” Johann Sebastian Bach
“There Is Fountain Filled with Blood” Raymond H. Haan

There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel’s veins,
and sinners plunged beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains.

The Chiming of the Hour

The Introit:
“Lamb of God” (8:40) F. Melius Christiansen
Lamb of God most holy and lowly. Who on the cross didst suffer; patient still
and lowly, thyself to scorn didst offer; our sins by thee were taken, or hope
had us forsaken: Have mercy on us, O Jesu!

“Here | am to Worship” (11:00) Tim Hughes
Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes, let me
see. Beauty that made this heart adore you, hope of a life spent with you.

Refrain: So here | am to worship, here | am to bow down, here | am to say
that you're my God. You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether
wonderful to me.

King of all days, oh so highly exalted, glorious in heaven above. Humbly you

came to this earth you created, all for love’s sake, became poor. (Refrain)

Words: Tim Hughes © 2001 Thankyou Music (KWY) (PRS) (admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing)
Used by permission under CCLI #461624

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 137
“Christ, the Life of All the Living”

*The Greeting



*The People’s Response: Amen.

The Welcome

We Humbly Approach God

The Call to Confession:
“Spirit of God, Who Dwells Within My Heart”
Did you not bid us love you, God and King, love you with all
our heart and strength and mind? | see the cross—there teach
my heart to cling. O let me seek you, and O let me find! LuvH6is:3

The Prayer of Confession

The Assurance of Forgiveness: based on 1 Peter 2: 24-25
He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we
might die to sins and live for righteousness;
by his wounds we are healed.

For we were like sheep going astray,
but now we have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of
our souls.

*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 695:1, 2, 4
“And Can It Be”

We Respond with Thanksgiving

The Children’s Blessing
Congregation: The Lord be with you.
Children: And also with you.

The Pastoral Prayer

The Anthem:
“Call to Remembrance” Richard Farrant
Call to remembrance, O Lord, thy tender mercies and thy loving kindness
which hath been ever of old. O remember not the sins and offences of my
youth: but according to thy mercy think thou on me, O Lord, for thy
goodness. Psalm 25: 5-6

The Offering

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on
the pew in the middle aisle



The Offertory:

“Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” C.S. Lang, Alan Bullard
Was it for sins that | have done he groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity, grace unknown, and love beyond degree.

*The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him, above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

God Speaks to Us

The Scripture: Psalm 51 (p. 888) concluded with:
Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Sermon: “Cross Words: Contrition”

The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word

We Go in His Peace

*The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 659
“Nearer, Still Nearer”

*The Benediction

*The People’'s Response: Amen.
*The Choral Amen

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells

*The Postlude:

“Out of the Depths | Cry unto Thee” Johann Sebastian Bach
Even if there is much sin among us, with God, there is much more mercy.
His hand has no limit in helping us, no matter how great the disgrace.
He alone is the Good Shepherd who will redeem Israel from all its sins.



Rev. Peter Jonker minister

Rachel Thorne liturgist
Dr. Larry Visser organist
Vocal Quartet, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (8:40)

Kathryn Becksvoort—soprano, Jess Hollenbach—alto
Jim Elzinga—tenor, Peter Redder—bass

Littles Choir, Jess Hollenbach director (11:00)
Kathryn Becksvoort accompanist (11:00)
Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (11:00)

Cross and Bible bearers (8:40)
Cross and Bible bearers (11:00)

Carmen Day & Ben Kosters
Celine & Olivia Alcumbrack

Lent Banners and Paraments: Lent is the liturgical season beginning
with Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday. The ash permeated sackcloth
remind us of our human mortality and our need for repentance and
reconciliation with God. The ash sackcloth against the royal purple
cloth symbolize the suffering and sorrow that Jesus the King bore for
our sin and the sin in our broken world.

Music at LaGrave: Two of Bach'’s organ chorale preludes for the Lenten
season are played this morning. First, O Man, Bewail Your Grievous Sin,
one of the master’'s most expressive of all his chorales. The chorale
melody, played in the soprano voice, is highly decorated with
ornaments and trills, and the tempo is very slow, reflecting the last
phrase of text in the first stanza: “He bore the heave burden of our sins,
indeed, long upon the cross.” The postlude, Out of the Depths, | Cry
unto Thee, a paraphrase of Psalm 130, was authored by Martin Luther.
The piece for full organ is in six voices, two of which are played in the
pedals. The chorale melody is heard in the top pedal voice in long
notes.

The March special offering is for Mel Trotter Ministries. Mel Trotter
Ministries provides shelter for individuals and families with services
including: meals, emergency shelter, transitional housing assistance,
case management.

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live



The

Ten O’Clock Hour

Growing in Fellowship and Faith Formation

Happenings today
between the morning services:

Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room
Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room
Church School

3rd/4th grade— Room 221

5th/6th grade— Room 218/220

7th/8th grade— Room 219

9th/10th grade— Lower Level Classroom

11th/12th grade— Room 214

Coffee, Fellowship, Puzzles and Games: Join us in the MPR for a
time of fellowship and conversation. Everyone is welcome!

Global Concerns Prayer Time: Join us in the chapel for our
monthly Prayer Time. We will pray for our missionaries, the
persecuted church, and worldwide concerns and calamities.
Biblical Parenting Class: Any parent or someone in a parenting
role wants to get it "right,” but most of the time we're not sure if
we're doing the right thing, or if we're making a difference. Chip
Ingram, through his "Living on the Edge” ministry, outlines God's
Blueprint for Biblical Parenting. This multi session program is
facilitated by Sarah & Dave Gebben, who have utilized what they
have learned from this program with their own 3 daughters. We
will meet in Room 200.

Visitors Coffee: Calling all newer members who have been
around two years or less, regular attenders and visitors: You
are invited to a special coffee time with treats today in the

Parlor. This will be a great opportunity to connect with others,
meet people you do not know or catch up with some familiar
people. Even if you have come to this coffee before, know we
would love to have you return! Members of the Welcoming
Committee will be there to greet you and to take your picture

for Elexio if needed. You will also be given an opportunity to
request a name tag. Looking forward to seeing many of you then!
Book Study: Mike & Linda Hoisington lead a 5 week study in room
206 of the book Prayer in the Night by Tish Harrison Warren.
Framed around a nighttime prayer of Compline, the author
explores themes of human vulnerability, suffering, and God'’s
seeming absence, while offering a prayerful and frank approach
to the difficulties in a world filled with uncertainty. Signup online or
email Kim kvanhaitsma@lagrave.org to purchase a book.

Public Reading of Scripture: Join us as we spend time in some of



the Psalms that are often used during Lent. We'll read them
several times while sharing what we notice, questions we have
and things we wonder about. No preparation needed, and you're
welcome to attend whenever your schedule allows in the Council
Room.

Coming to the 10 O’'Clock Hour:

e Community Ministry Focus: 70x7 will be featured on Sunday,
March 15 at the 10 O'Clock Hour. Hear from Roshawn and
Marybeth from the staff about their important work with returning
citizens. We will also be collecting Easter basket candy and toys
for children of incarcerated people.

Today

2 & 3s, Nursery & Children’s Worship will be provided today.

This evening, we will meditate on Exodus 2: 11-25 with the message:
“Don’t Run On Ahead.” Chad Boorsma will preach.

CREW (9th - 12th grade): meets tonight in the Fellowship Hall from
5:30pm - 7:15pm. Kristin Batts will be leading us in a discussion about
the neighborhood and then we will engage in a service project. This is
the beginning of our study of the spiritual discipline of service. See
you then!

CREW RSVP for Cedar Point (9th - 12th grade): If you are currently in
high school, you can sign up for the summer CREW trip to Cedar Point
from June 9-10. Cost is $100. RSVP to Rachel by TODAY.

CREW RSVP for SERVE 2026 (8th - 12th grade): This year, SERVE is from
June 20-27. Cost is $50. If you would like to participate, RSVP to Rachel
by TODAY.

MSYG (6th - 8th grade): Meets tonight in the MPR from 5:30-7:15 for
worship and devotions, and fun and games. Dinner provided. Contact
Jess Hollenbach with questions.

Next Week’s Worship

Next Sunday Morning is the third Sunday in the season of Lent and we
will continue our Cross Words sermon series. Pastor Jonker will preach
on Romans 8:1-4.

Next Sunday Evening we will hold a service of prayer and healing.
Pastor Jonker will lead this service.



Upcoming Events
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Wednesday Night Programming meets this Wednesday, March 4.
Grab 'n go is from 5:45pm-6:30pm. Pulled pork and mac & cheese is
on the menu. GEMS and Youth Outdoors meet from 6:30pm-8pm.
There will be childcare for 0-4 year olds in 2s/3s Room from 6:15pm-
8:30pm.

Young Adult Small Group

March1, 8,15, 29

We're continuing our Community Practice from John Mark Comer’s
Practicing the Way course. Join us Sunday nights in the parlor as we
continue to explore building genuine community. Companion guides
available for $5. Text Austin Kanis or email Heidi Glover with questions.

Christ Laid Aside His Crown

Wednesday, March 4 at 12 noon

The half-hour Lenten noontime services continue this Wednesday.
Chad Boorsma serves as liturgist and Dr. Julia Brown from Mayflower
Congregational Church is our guest organist. A light meal will follow
the service in the Multipurpose Room. All are welcome to attend this
time of Lenten reflection and spiritual enrichment.

Music at Mid-day Series

Tuesday, March 10 at 12:15pm

Larry Visser will play a half-hour program of Lenten organ music at
Park Congregational Church's Music at Mid-day Series on Tuesday,
March 10 at 12:15 p.m. All are warmly welcomed to attend. A light
luncheon will be served before and following the program.

Take a Peek Tour

Friday, March 13 at 12 noon or Friday, March 20 at 12 noon

Come and see this winter’s version of the community center in action.
We will meet at the LaGrave office, walk to Westminster for a short tour
and come back to church following the tour to debrief for about 30
minutes.

LaGrave Night Out

Thursday, March 12 at 6:30pm

The next LaGrave Night Out is scheduled for March 12 at Hopcat's
Heated Patio located at Knapps Corner, 2183 E. Beltline Ave NE. Anyone
21 and up is welcome! Whether you are new to LaGrave or have been
around a while, this casual night is a great way to meet people. Come
when you can; stay as long as you want. Order dinner or simply drop



by to say hello! Contact Heidi 616-437-6830 or Cindy at 616-481-7071.

All Church Derby Race

Saturday, March 14 at 9:00am

LaGrave's newly updated woodshop will be open on Wednesday
evenings on Feb. 18, 25, March 4 and 11 from 6:30-8 pm for those
wanting to make Derby Cars. Derby kits will be available for pick up in
the MPR on Sunday mornings. Breakfast will be served starting at
8:30am and the race will begin at 10:00am!

All Church Bowling

Saturday, March 21, 3:00—5:00pm

Calling all LaGrave bowlers! You are invited to an all church bowling
event on Saturday, March 21 from 3-5 pm at Park Center Lanes
located at 2222 28th St SW, Wyoming, MI. New bowlers, those with
experience, families, singles, young, young at heart, long time
members or those new to LaGrave are all welcome! Enjoy two hours of
bowling, shoe rental, pizza and pop. Cost to attend is $5.00 per
person. Sign-up online to reserve your spot today!

Women's Book Club

Monday, March 23 at 7:30pm

Please join us on in The Parlor to discuss Theo of Golden by Allen

Levi. Books are available at local libraries, Schuler Books & on Amazon.
Please wear name tags.

College/Career at the Grand Rapids Game Show

Thursday, March 26 from 6:45-8:15pm

Sign up now, for our March funtivity on Thursday, March 26, 6:45-8:15
PM. We will be going to The Grand Rapids Game Show. Cost: $10.
Venmo Heidi. Space is limited so sign up to reserve your spot!

Text Heidi or use the IPAD's at the Welcome Desk to signup!

Senior Lunch Out

Friday, April 24 from 11:30-1:30pm

Calling all seniors! You are invited to a fun lunch out on April 24 at Beer
City Bread CO located at 2650-D E Beltline Ave SE from 11:30-1:30. Order
your own lunch and enjoy this time of meeting and connecting with
others. Sign-ups are available online.

Whitecaps Game

Saturday, April 25 at 2:00pm

Spring is coming and LaGrave is returning to the Whitecaps at LMCU
Ballpark! Sign-up online to attend this fun, family friendly all church
outing to the Pepsi Stadium Club (an indoor/outdoor space!). Cost to
attend is $10 per person which includes your ticket and picnic lunch of
hamburgers, hotdogs, chips and Pepsi products. Questions? Contact
Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org.



Announcements

Easter Basket Donations: Now until March 15, we are accepting
donations of Easter candy and new Easter toys for children of
incarcerated people. The donations can be placed in the labeled bin
in the MPR.

Breakfast for SERVE 2026: This year SERVE is looking for a volunteer (or
a volunteer team) who would be willing to prepare breakfast for the
group each morning. This would include preparing food and cleanup.
Breakfast needs to be ready by 7:30am. If you are interested in helping
with breakfast, contact Rachel Thorne to talk through more details.

Internship Opportunity: Through the generous support of the Loeks
Committee, LaGrave is offering a paid equipping internship to a
college/university student interested in serving the women of
Heartside. Details can be found in the weekly News and Opportunities.
Questions can be directed to Kristin in the church office.

The LaGrave Worship Arts Commiittee is pleased to present Jesus’
Journey to the Cross—artwork by Scott Erickson. The collection is
displayed outdoors along Sheldon Ave. for this season of Lent & Easter.

For Lent, the Worship Committee is presenting in the sanctuary
“Shadows and Light”, art by Manuel Gallardo. “In him was life, and that
life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:4-5). Manuel Gallardo is
originally fromn Cuba and currently is a PhD student in Systematic
Theology at Calvin Theological Seminary, with an emphasis on
preaching and teaching. Prior to studying at Calvin Seminary, he
graduated from a fine art academy in Cuba and was also a pastor
and art professor.

Art Display: Selections from Versluis’s Fish Series. David M. Versluis is
an artist and retired professor of art at Dordt University. His "Spirit Lake,
lowa: Fish Series” is a collection of original prints that dissects a lake
perch into an emblematic design. Developed as a traveling show
from 2004-2010, the series features a school of images that allude to
the fish as a unique creature, signifying that all aquatic life were the
first to receive God's blessing (Genesis 1:22). The Fish Series has been
displayed in galleries throughout lowa and lllinois and will be on
display in the Parlor until May 3. Versluis chairs the LaGrave Worship
Arts Committee and is the recipient of Dordt University's 2019
Noteworthy Scholarship Award.
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Prayer Concerns

Let us faithfully pray for:

e Jean DeKryger, who has moved to the Oaks at Belmont for rehab.

¢ Andrea Hekman, who will undergo surgery tomorrow following a
cancer diagnosis.

e Steve Palazzolo, who had a biopsy last week and is awaiting
results that will determine whether a bone marrow transplant can
take place in March.

e Caleb VandenBerg, who is recovering at home after sudden
internal bleeding and is anticipating reevaluation of many of his
underlying health concerns to determine the cause.

e Bob VanWyk, who is recovering at home after knee replacement
surgery.

We extend our Christian sympathy to:

e The family and friends of Yvonne Pylman, who passed away on
Friday, February 20. Her funeral service will be held on Monday,
March 2 at Zaagman Memorial Chapel at 11:30 a.m. with visitation
starting at 10:00 a.m. Chad Boorsma will officiate. There will be a
luncheon to follow.

Please pray for:

those receiving hospice services — Sylvia Hugen, Carol VanBruggen,
Bev VandenBosch, George Zandt

those living with cancer — Joanne Arnoys, Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan,
Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb Voskuil

those with other continuing needs — Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford,
Sandra Destrempes, Joan Elzinga, Julie Farmer, Sandy Gronsman,
Carole Hoffman, Sipp Hutton, Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover, Dorothy
Ondersma, Marlene Paauwe, Rich & Mamuani Postma, Joy Winkle,
Joyce Zwiers

those actively serving in the military — Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek

As members of God’s family, remember those who face religious
persecution throughout our world, and who suffer for the sake of Christ.
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Missionary of the week: Rev. Marc Nabie, serving as ReFrame’s
French ministry leader, based in Burkina Faso. Pray for the
strengthening of new converts and training of pastors and evangelists
in the town of Kaya, where new church planting work is growing
beyond expectations.

Thank you:

My LaGrave Family, Thank you for your love and prayers that | felt so
warmly these past 2 months. | am happy and recovering. You have
reached out in so many wonderful ways: visiting, calling, texting,
sending cards, a prayer shawl, a quilt, bringing flowers, watering
flowers and most of all, your prayers! | hope to see you face-to-face
soon. Thank you with all my heart. ~Marlene Padding

New Members:

This Sunday we welcome Paul & Pam Slotsema (Polly, Preston,
Pierce, Peter), who have transferred their membership from Fuller
Avenue CRC, Grand Rapids, MI.
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Calendar

Sunday, March 1

Morning Worship 8:40 AM
10 O'Clock hour 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Council Nominee Info Meeting, Parlor.................. 12:15 PM
Bells Gloria 4:00 PM
7-12 Choir 4:40 PM
CREW, Fellowship Hall 5:30 PM
Middle School Youth Group, MPR...........m. 5:30 PM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM
Young Adult Small Group, Parlor ... 715 PM
Monday, March 2
Spa Day Meeting, Library 1:00 PM
Executive Committee, PArlor........ereceeereeennne 4:00 PM
Tuesday, March 3
Knitting Group, Parlor 1:15 PM
Welcoming Committee, Parlor ... 4:30 PM
Bells Jubilate 6:15 PM
Wednesday, March 4
Men’s Morning Bible Study 8:00 AM
Spiritual Journey Bible Study, Rec Room........... 9:30 AM
Wednesday Women's Bible Study.......cccoou.... 10:00 AM
Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study............. 10:00 AM
Lenten Worship Series 12:00 PM
Intercessory Prayer, Chapel 115 PM
3-6 Grade Choir 5:15 PM
Grab ‘'n Go Meal, MPR 5:45 PM
Council Nominee Info Meeting, 200..........ccooeeue. 6:30 PM
Faith Journey Bible Study 6:30 PM
GEMS & Youth Outdoors 6:30 PM
Open Workshop 6:30 PM
Chancel Choir 7:00 PM
Thursday, March 5
Beth Moore and More Bible Study.........ccccuu... 9:30 AM
Long Range Planning, Parlor 7:00 PM
Friday, March 6
Men’s Morning Bible Study 8:30 AM
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Sunday Volunteers

Assisting This Week: March 1

Security:

8:40: Jeff Konyndyk, Grant Konyndyk

9:30-11:30: Karel deWaal Malefyt

11:00: Leo Christner, Mark Christner

CGreeters:

8:40: Galen & Thelma Meyer, Beth Swagman

11:00: Jeff & Kara Plantinga

6:00: Linda Slotsema

Ushers:

8:40: Dave Gebben, James VanHekken, Brad Schaap,
Karel deWaal Malefyt

11:00: Marilyn Rottman, Luther Ajim, Merv Kamper

6:00: Brad Schaap

Assisting Next Week: March 8

Security:

8:40: ke Ondersma, Karl Ondersma

9:30-11:30: Patrick Kinstle

11:00: Ryan Hekman, Matt Scholten

Greeters:

8:40: Mark & Kris Huizenga, John & Shelly Schat

11:00: John & Barbara Curphey, Brent & Cindy Busscher

6:00: Ana VanderVelde, Elaine DeStigter

Ushers:

8:40: Jim Krol, Dave Becksvoort, Matt Alcumbrack,
Colton Alcumbrack

11:00: Matt Scholten, Cal Thorne, Kris Andrus

6:00: John Dekker
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Sermon Notes
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Sermon Notes

LaGrave
Avenue

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

107 La Grave Avenue SE
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503
info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204
www.lagrave.org
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