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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here.  

As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones. 
 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 
  The Prelude: 
      Prelude on What Wondrous Love Is This              Larry Visser 
 My Song is Love Unknown                     Matthew Corl 
 
  The Chiming of the Hour 
 
  The Introit:                              
      Go Not Far From Me, O God (8:40)           Niccolò Antonio Zingarelli                   
      Go not far from me, O God; Cast me not away in the time of age;  
 forsake me not when my strength faileth me.                                    Psalm 71: 9 
 
      Go Not Far from Me, O God (11:00)   
 (See 8:40 text above) Niccolò Antonio Zingarelli, arr. Martha Lynn Thompson                       
                 
*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 111: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 
 O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High  
 
*The Greeting 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
  The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 

   

  The Call to Confession:  
 Spirit of God, Who Dwells Within My Heart   
 Did you not bid us love you, God and King, love you with all 
 our heart and strength and mind? I see the cross—there teach 
 my heart to cling. O let me seek you, and O let me find!   LUYH 618: 3 
  
  The Prayer of Confession 
 prayer begins with a time of silence 
 Lord Jesus Christ, we have sinned greatly against you. 
 You have called us to pick up our cross and follow you, 
 but in the defiance of our hearts 
 we deny that there is a cross to be picked up. 
 We tell ourselves that there could be no better disciple; 
 our worship attendance and committee responsibilities are 
 commendable,  
 our Lenten disciplines are appropriately rigorous: 
 We wonder, ‘Lord, what more could be expected from us?’ 
 Knock us to our knees, O crucified One. 
 In the violence of your love as it was displayed on the cross, 
 reveal our great vanity. 
 Dunk us in the sea of your love, and so remind us that in our 
 baptism we were claimed by you, 
 and called towards a life lived in the shape of your cross. 
 Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray, Amen. 
 
  The Assurance of Forgiveness: based on 1 Peter 2: 24-25 
  He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we 
  might die to sins and live for righteousness; 
  by his wounds we are healed. 
  For we were like sheep going astray, 
  but now we have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
  our souls. 
 
*The Hymn of Commitment: Worship & Rejoice 479 
 Near the Cross      
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 

 
  The Children’s Message 
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.   
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  The Pastoral Prayer    
 
  The Anthem:  

      Take Up Your Cross (8:40)                                               Thomas Keesecker 
 “Take up your cross,” the Savior said, “if you would my disciple be; take up 
 your cross with willing heart, and humbly follow after me.”  
 Take up your cross, let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm; Christ’s 
 strength shall bear your spirit up, and brace your heart and nerve your arm.  
 Take up your cross; heed not the shame, and let your foolish pride be still; 
 the Lord for you accepted death upon a cross on Calvary’s hill.  
 Take up your cross and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down; for 
 only those who bear the cross may hope to wear the glorious crown. Take 
 up your cross and follow Christ.   

   
      Beneath the Cross of Jesus (11:00)                                arr. Susan E. Gaschke 
 Beneath the Cross of Jesus I long to take my stand,  
 the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land, 
 a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,  
 from the turning of the noontide heat and the burden of the day.  
 
  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 

 
  The Offertory:  
    Gabriel’s Oboe, from The Mission           Ennio Morricone; arr. Mark McGurty 
 
*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.         
    

God Speaks to Us 

  
  The Scripture: Matthew 16: 21-28 (p. 1528) concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: Cross Words: Taking Up the Cross 
 
  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 

We Go in His Peace 
 
*The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 328 
 Lead On, O King Eternal 
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*The Benediction  
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 

*The Choral Amen (8:40) 
 

*The Organ Amen (11:00) 
 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 

*The Postlude:  
     Fugue-Toccata on What Wondrous Love Is This             Larry Visser 
 

  Rev. Peter Jonker.......................................................................................................... minister 
  Rachel Thorne .................................................................................................................. liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................. organist, pianist 
  Alanna Rynders ................................................................................................................. oboist 
  Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ...................................................... director (8:40) 
  Bells Jubilate, Dr. Rob Hobgood ......................................................... director (11:00) 
  Rachel Rynbrandt & Merv Kamper ............. Cross and Bible bearers (8:40) 
  Dan & Linda Slotsema ......................................... Cross and Bible bearers (11:00) 
 

Lent Banners & Paraments: Lent is the liturgical season from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter Sunday. The ash permeated sackcloth remind us 
of our human mortality and our need for repentance & reconciliation 
with God. The sackcloth against the royal purple cloth symbolizes the 
suffering and sorrow that Jesus bore for our sin & the sin of the world.   

Music at LaGrave: Today’s prelude and postlude is a two-movement 
piece commissioned in 2024 by Dr. James Kibbie, former organ 
professor emeritus at the University of Michigan, for Dr. JanEl Will, a 
friend and former classmate of Dr. Visser who last fall celebrated 30 
years as organist at Bruton Parish Episcopal Church in colonial 
Williamsburg, Virginia. The Prelude reflects the text of stanzas 1-2 of the 
early American hymn: “What wondrous love is this that caused the 
Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul,” “When I was 
sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, Christ laid aside his 
crown for my soul,” and the vigorous Fugue-Toccata evokes the texts 
“joining millions in singing to the Lamb,” and “Singing through all 
eternity after our earthly journey” found in stanzas 3 & 4. 
The March special offering is for Mel Trotter Ministries. Mel Trotter 
Ministries provides shelter for individuals and families with services 
including: meals, emergency shelter, transitional housing assistance, 
case management.   
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Happenings today  
between the morning services: 

 

• Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room 
• Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room 
• Church School  
 3rd/4th grade— Room 221 
 5th/6th grade— Room 218/220 
 7th/8th grade— Room 219  
 9th/10th grade— Lower Level Classroom 
 11th/12th grade— Room 214 
• Coffee, Fellowship, Puzzles & Games: Everyone is welcome in the 

MPR!  
• College/Career: Today is Bagel Sunday! Join us in the Parlor for a 

time of coffee, bagels, and fellowship with other Young Adults.  
• Christian Education: A Christian Education Informational  

Meeting for new parents or others wishing to learn more about 
the Christian Education Society and its enrollment procedures 
and policies will be held in Room 210, on the second level.  

• Generation Spark: If you’re interested in sharing stories about 
being a mentor, having a mentor, or your hopes for  
intergenerational relationships in the church, please come to 
Room 204. 

• Biblical Parenting Class: Dave and Sarah Gebben lead us in the 
multi-session parenting class based on Chip Ingram's "Living on 
the Edge" ministry, God's blueprint for biblical parenting. We will 
meet in Room 200.  

• Book Study: Mike & Linda Hoisington lead us in the “Prayer in the 
Night” study, and meet in the Lower Level Meeting Room.  

• Public Reading of Scripture: Join us as we spend time in some of 
the Psalms that are often used during Lent. No preparation is 
needed. We will meet in the Council Room.    
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2 & 3s, Nursery & Children’s Worship will be provided today. NOTE: 
There will be NO Children’s Worship on Sunday, April 5, and Sunday, 
April 12 due to Spring Break.  

STEM Mexico Mission Team: We will meet for preparation and training 
in the Parlor at 12:15pm. We will focus on spiritual warfare, preparing 
our presentations, and logistics for our April 4-11 trip. 

This Evening, Pastor Jonker will lead us in worship. He will preach on 
Ephesians 2: 1-10 & Galatians 5: 22-23  and his sermon is titled “The 
Grace of Kindness.” 

CREW (9th-12th grade): meets tonight in the Vault from 5:30-7:15pm. 
We will continue our study of service from Practicing the Way. Pasta is 
on the menu.   

MSYG (grades 6-8): meets tonight in the MPR from 5:30-7:15pm for 
devotions, games and dinner! Contact Jess Hollenbach with  
questions.  

College/Career: If you are a visitor or regular attender between 18-30 
(post high school), we'd love to have you join us for our Sunday Night 
dinner at the Glover house tonight from 5:30-7:30pm (1933 Pinnacle 
Dr. SW). Come for an evening of great food, genuine connection, and 
spiritual encouragement! Text Heidi 616-437-6830 with questions.  

Today 

 

Next Week’s Worship 
Next Sunday Morning is Palm Sunday. We will have our traditional 
palm processional as we remember Jesus' entry into Jerusalem. 
Pastor Jonker will conclude our series on the cross with a sermon on 
the phrase from the Apostle's Creed that talks about Jesus 
descending into hell. Important texts for this doctrine include Matthew 
26:36-46, I Peter 3:18-20 and Psalm 88. 

Next Sunday Evening, Reverend Bob Arbogast will lead our worship. 
Bob is the pastor of the Celebration Fellowship prison church in Ionia 
prison. 
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Wednesday Night Programming on March 25. There is no grab 'n go, 
GEMS, or Youth Outdoors tonight. We will resume next Wednesday, 
April 1.  

Christ Laid Aside His Crown 
Wednesday, March 25 at 12 noon 
Rachel Thorne serves as liturgist and Dr. Darlene Kuperus is our  
organist. A light meal will follow the service in the Multipurpose Room. 
Lenten Fish Bowl Prayer Service 
Wednesday, March 25 at 6:30pm 
As Easter approaches, we gather to sing, hear Scripture, and offer 
prayers to God for those who do not yet know Christ, those who are 
wandering in faith or those who have stepped away from the church.  

College/Career at the Grand Rapids Game Show 
Thursday, March 26 from 6:45-8:15pm 
Sign up for our March funtivity! We will be going to The Grand Rapids 
Game Show. Cost: $10. Venmo Heidi. Text Heidi or use the IPAD at the 
Welcome Desk to sign up. Signup deadline TODAY.  

Third Day Concert 
Saturday, April 4 at 7:00pm 
Third Day is coming to Van Andel Arena for their 30th Anniversary Tour. 
They are a contemporary Christian music group. We have tickets for a 
group from LaGrave to go. Cost is $30/person. Let Rachel or Cindy 
know if you would like to go by TODAY.   
Vespers 
Sunday, April 5, at 6:00pm 
Join us for Vespers, a service where we will meditate on one of the 
Psalms, take song suggestions, and spend time praying over prayer 
requests. Please park in the main lot, and enter through the west 
(canopy) doors.  

Senior Lunch Out 
Friday, April 24 from 11:30am-1:30pm 
Calling all seniors! You are invited to a fun lunch out on April 24 at Beer 
City Bread Company, located at 2650-D E Beltline Ave SE. Order your 
own lunch and enjoy this time of meeting and connecting with  
others. Sign-ups are available online.  

 

Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code for more information or to 
sign-up 
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Whitecaps Game 
Saturday, April 25 at 2:00pm 
LaGrave is returning to the Whitecaps at LMCU Ballpark! Sign-up online 
to attend this fun, family friendly all church outing to the Pepsi Stadium 
Club (indoor/outdoor space). Cost to attend is $10 per person which 
includes your ticket and picnic lunch of hamburgers, hotdogs, chips & 
Pepsi products. Questions? Contact Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org.  

Heartside Women who Care  
Wednesday, April 29 at 5:30pm  
Join us for a time of neighborhood fellowship and philanthropy to  
support non-profits helping women who live in the Heartside  
neighborhood.  
Women’s Conference 
Thursday-Saturday, June 11-13  
LaGrave women 16 and up are invited to attend the Gospel Coalition 
Women's Conference in Indianapolis, IN! Thanks to the Loeks fund, the 
$269 cost of the early bird registration rate will be covered (expires on 
April 17). The theme is "Turn Your Eyes: Seeing the Savior in the Psalms.” 
Hear speakers including Courtney Doctor, Nancy Guthrie, Vanessa 
Hawkins, Melissa Kruger, Ruth Chou Simons, Mark Vroegop and Jen 
Wilkin. Breakout sessions include: how to study the Bible, when life 
doesn't turn out the way you thought, discipleship for busy families, 
caring for aging parents, help & hope for anxiety, joyful generosity and 
more. Attendees will be responsible to pay for their own lodging and 
transportation, although scholarships are available! Contact Cindy 
Busscher at cbusscher@lagrave.org for more details and how to sign 
up.  
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Easter Flower Donations: Every year we are grateful for the donations 
that so many of you have made for Easter Sunday. It is a beautiful  
visual reminder of rebirth and resurrection. 
Please note the choices: 
1. 4” crocus: $8 
2. 6” hydrangeas (blue or pink): $25 
2. 6” pot of tulips (assorted colors): $17 
3. 6” pot of daffodils (yellow): $17 
4. Single stem Easter lily: $15 
5. Double stem Easter lily: $29 
Your flower orders need to be placed with the church office no later 
than Monday, March 23. Either email Marie, mjansen@lagrave.org or 
call the church office to let us know what flower and whose memory 
you would like to honor. You can take your flowers home on Easter  
after the 11:00 service or by the following Wednesday at the latest. 
Easter Flower Help: If you or someone you know would like to order 
memorial flowers for Easter morning, but cannot afford the cost, 
please contact the church office. Thank you! 
Chapel Renovations: The Chapel renovation has begun! The chapel 
will be closed until the renovation is completed. Thank you for your 
patience. 
Holy Saturday: The day between Good Friday and Easter Sunday, 
known as Holy Saturday, marks the period when Jesus' body was in 
the tomb. To help us remember his death and anticipate the joy of 
Easter Sunday, the Spiritual Formation Committee is providing a  
liturgy for personal or family devotions. Copies are available at the 
Welcome Center. 

The Loeks Advisory Committee (LAC) is accepting proposals for the 
care of women on or before April 1. A proposal must be approved by 
the appropriate standing committee before it reaches LAC and the 
LaGrave Council has final approval prior to any release of funds.  
Proposals for funding from the Ruth Loeks Women’s Care Fund must 
intentionally focus on the care of women. Questions? Contact Kara 
VerMeulen at 616-581-6293 karavermeulen@hotmail.com.  
Christian Summer Camp Support: Do you want to send your child to 
a Christian summer camp but the cost is challenging? The deacons 
may be able to assist with the camp fees. Contact your district  
deacon or Aaron Klop ajklophome@gmail.com for more information.  

Announcements  
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Flowers on the Reredos: There are still spots left to sign up for flowers 
on the Reredos on Sunday mornings. If you would like to sign up, 
find the poster on the kiosk in the multi-purpose room and pick an 
open week.  
The LaGrave Worship Arts Committee is pleased to present Jesus’ 
Journey to the Cross–artwork by Scott Erickson. The collection is  
displayed outdoors along Sheldon Ave. for this season of Lent & Easter. 
Art Display: Selections from Versluis’s Fish Series. David M. Versluis is 
an artist and retired professor of art at Dordt University. His "Spirit Lake, 
Iowa: Fish Series" is a collection of original prints that dissects a lake 
perch into an emblematic design. Developed as a traveling show from 
2004-2010, the series features a school of images that allude to the 
fish as a unique creature, signifying that all aquatic life were the first 
to receive God's blessing (Genesis 1:22). The Fish Series will be on  
display in the Parlor until May 3.  
The Office has received several inquiries recently regarding  
immigration. Our church echoes the denomination’s resources on the 
topic. Resources can be found at https://www.crcna.org/resources/
church-resources/immigration-resources.  
Our Mexico Team’s departure is less than two weeks away! Pray for 
their preparation, health, and logistics for their April 4-11 mission trip. 
Pick up a prayer guide in the display rack on the right side of the main 
hallway. 
The Called to Care Committee has been listening to the stories of 
congregation members as we seek to cultivate greater warmth,  
understanding, and support for LGBTQ Christians. If you or someone 
you know is navigating questions about faith and same-sex attraction 
or sexual identity, we welcome the opportunity to hear your story. 
Please contact us at calledtocare@lagrave.org or reach out directly to 
a pastor or committee member. All communication will be kept  
confidential.  
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We praise God for his faithfulness to: 
• Ed Havlicek, Alex Huizenga, Jon Huizenga and Henry Slotsema, 

who declared their faith through table fellowship last Sunday, 
March 15. 

• Kay Hoitenga, who will celebrate her 95th birthday on Friday,  
March 27. 

• Lois Mulder, who will celebrate her 91st birthday on Friday,  
March 27. 

Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Steve Palazzolo, who had a bone marrow transplant at U of M this 

week and will spend the next couple of months in Ann Arbor.  
• Mamuani Postma, who continues to receive radiation treatments 

for her non-malignant brain tumor.  
• Carol Van Bruggen, who has moved to Raybrook assisted living 

and continues to receive hospice care for her cancer.  
• Millie Vriend, who continues her recovery at home. 
We extend our Christian sympathy to:  
• Jim and Marilou Reiffer and Jason and Melissa Reiffer (Nathan, 

Kayla, Austin), in the death of Jim’s brother, David Reiffer, on 
Wednesday, March 18.  

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Sylvia Hugen, Bev VandenBosch, 
George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Joanne Arnoys, Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan,   
Andrea Hekman, Renee Kuiper, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb 
Voskuil  
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Sandra Destrempes, Julie Farmer, Sandy Gronsman, Carole Hoffman, 
Sipp Hutton, Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover, Dorothy Ondersma, Rich 
Postma, Caleb VandenBerg, Joy Winkle, Joyce Zwiers 

those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

 

Prayer Concerns 
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As members of God’s family, remember LaGrave members who feel 
unsettled in the denomination due to differences of conviction about 
the substance or weight of church teachings, yet seek to contribute, 
belong, and live in harmony in the LaGrave community. 

Missionary of the week:  Mike & Megan Ribbens, serving in South 
Africa, where Megan continues as Family Life Coordinator, and Mike as 
Resonate’s Regional Leader for Eastern and Southern Africa. Pray for 
Mike and the planning team preparing for the 16th Biennial 
Consultation on Urban Ministry in South Africa, August 26-28.  

New Members: 

Sarah Turnage and her daughter Francesca, who come to LaGrave 
from Trinity Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids, MI. 

Lynn Stinson, who comes to LaGrave from Redeemer Church, 
Lakeland, FL. 

Skip & Kathy Kornoelje, who come to LaGrave from the former Mayfair 
CRC, Grand Rapids, MI. 
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Calendar 
Sunday, March 22 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 8:40 AM 
 10 O’Clock hour ................................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Evangelistic Outreach Committee ...................... 10:00 AM 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 11:00 AM 
 STEM Mission Trip Meeting, Parlor ........................... 12:15 PM  
 Bells Gloria ............................................................................. 4:00 PM 
 7-12 Choir ................................................................................ 4:40 PM  
 MSYG, MPR .............................................................................. 5:30 PM 
 CREW, Vault ........................................................................... 5:30 PM 
 Evening Worship ................................................................ 6:00 PM 
 Young Adult Small Group, Parlor ............................... 7:15 PM 
Monday, March 23 
 Mission Committee, LL ................................................... 6:00 PM 
 Communications Committee, 200 ........................7:00 PM 
 Women’s Book Club, Parlor..........................................7:00 PM 
Tuesday, March 24 
 Historical Committee ..................................................... 9:30 AM 
 Bells Jubilate ..........................................................................6:15 PM 
 Art Committee, Parlor......................................................7:00 PM 
Wednesday, March 25 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study .......................................... 8:00 AM 
 Wednesday Women’s Bible Study ....................... 10:00 AM 
 Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study............... 10:00 AM 
 Lenten Worship Series ................................................... 12:00 PM  
 His Collection, Council Room ................................... 12:30 PM 
 Intercessory Prayer, Chapel .......................................... 1:15 PM 
 3-6 Grade Choir ................................................................... 5:15 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study ............................................ 6:30 PM 
 GEMS Counselor Meeting, Council ......................... 6:30 PM 
 Chancel Choir ....................................................................  7:00 PM 
Thursday, March 26 
 Beth Moore and More Bible Study .......................... 9:30 AM 
 SERVE Committee, Parlor ...............................................7:00 PM 
Friday, March 27 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study .......................................... 8:30 AM 



 15 

 

  

Sunday Volunteers 
 

Assisting This Week: March 22 
 Security:  
 8:40: Justin Holford, Chris Weller 
 9:30-11:30: John Brandt 
 11:00: Eric Bauman, Doug VanEerden 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Mark & Kristine Huizenga, Elenbaas Family 
  11:00: Cindy Smith, Andy & Becca VandeGriend  
  6:00: Bev Clover, John & Shelly Schat 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Brad Post, Sam Schat, James VanHekken, Paul Stuit 
  11:00: Mitchell Schroder, Marilyn Rottman, Luther Ajim,  
            Merv Kamper 
  6:00: Pete Clover 
 
Assisting Next  Week: March  29 
 Security:  
 8:40: Jeff Dekker, Ian Smith 
 9:30-11:30: John Schat 
 11:00: Matt Scholten, Corey Havlicek 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Garry & Yvonne Ferwerda, Brent & Cindy Busscher 
  11:00: Shelly Schat 
  6:00: Ginny Geldof & Linda Slotsema 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Brad Schaap, Peter Ackerman. Caleb Ackerman,  
           Chris Weller 
  11:00: Dan Stoffer, Jim Oppenhuizen, Brad Post, Luther Ajim 
  6:00: John Dekker 



 16 

 

107 La Grave Avenue SE 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503 

info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204 

www.lagrave.org 

Sermon Notes 


