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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here.  

As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones. 
 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 
  The Prelude: 
      Hosanna                  Paul Wachs 
 All Glory, Laud, and Honor                     Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
  The Chiming of the Hour 
 
  The Introit:                              
      Ride On!                arr. Rob Hobgood  
      Ride on, King Jesus! Lift up your heads, O mighty gates: behold, the King of 
 glory waits! The King of kings is drawing near, the Savior of the world is here. 
 Ride on, King Jesus, ride on, no man can-a hinder me.  
 Ride on, ride on in majesty! Your last and fiercest strife is nigh. The Father on 
 his sapphire throne awaits his own anointed Son. Ride on, King Jesus, ride 
 on, no man can-a hinder me. Ride on, King Jesus, ride on! 
                  
*The Palm Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 146: 1-4 
 All Glory, Laud, and Honor  
 
*The Greeting of the Children 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
  The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 

   
  The Call to Confession:  
 Spirit of God, Who Dwells Within My Heart   
 Did you not bid us love you, God and King, love you with all our heart and 
 strength and mind? I see the cross—there teach my heart to cling. O let me 
 seek you, and O let me find!                                                                                           LUYH 618: 3 
  
  The Prayer of Confession 
 Lord Jesus,  
 we come to you to lay down our burdens and weariness -  
 our burdens of anxiety, pain, sin, confusion, disappointment, grief, and 
 overwork. 
 We receive from you the rest you promised - rest for body and soul. 
 We take upon ourselves your yoke, to learn from you,  
 for your yoke is easy and your burden is light, 
 And you are gentle and humble in heart. 
 So we leave with you our burdens, 
 and receive from you forgiveness, healing strength, direction, love and 
      grace. 
 Thank you Jesus, we pray in your name. Amen. 
 
  The Assurance of Pardon: based on 1 Peter 2: 24-25 
  He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins 
  and live for righteousness; 
  by his wounds we are healed. 
  For we were like sheep going astray, 
  but now we have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. 
 
*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 427: 1,3-5 
 How Firm a Foundation 
 
  The Commissioning Prayer for the Mission Team (11:00) 

Pastor: Almighty God, we are your disciples and you have called us to share 
your good news. 

Congregation: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1: 8 

Pastor: Sometimes we make your name glorious through our words, telling 
others the story of your salvation and calling them to join us in the 
adventure of discipleship. 

Mission Team: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28: 19-20 

Pastor: Sometimes we make your name glorious through our deeds, offering 
relief and kindness to neighbors and strangers. 
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Congregation: Then the King will say … “Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world.” 

Mission Team: “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” Matthew 25: 34-25 

Pastor: Lord, the challenge of this work is so enormous and we are so small. 
Give us the courage to be your witnesses even when we are afraid. Help us 
to remember that you are the Lord of this world and you are with us in our 
work. 

Congregation: “Do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that 
time, you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the 
Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”  Matthew 10: 19-20 

Pastor will conclude the prayer 

  The Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 925: 1,3,4 (11:00) 
 Go to the World      
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
  The Children’s Message 
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.   
  
  The Pastoral Prayer    
 
  The Anthem:  

     My Song Is Love Unknown (8:40)                                       Edwin T. Childs 
 My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me, love to the loveless shown 
 that they might lovely be. Oh, who am I, that for my sake my Lord should 
 take frail flesh and die? 
  
 Sometimes they strew his way, and his sweet praises sing; resounding all 
 the day Hosannas to their king. Then “Crucify” is all their breath, and for his 
 death they thirst and cry.  
 
 Why, what has my Lord done to cause this rage and spite? He made the 
 lame to run and gave the blind their sight. What injuries! Yet these are why 
 the Lord most high so cruelly dies, so cruelly dies, my Savior dies, my song of 
 love so cruelly dies. 
 
 Here might I stay and sing of him my soul adores. Never was love, dear King, 
 never was grief like yours! This is my friend in whose sweet praise I all my 
 days could gladly spend. My song is love.  
                            
     Hosanna Processional (11:00)                                            Joseph M. Martin 
 Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, glory to the king. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, 
 lift your voice and sing.  Sing hosanna to the King. Sing hosanna, lift your 
 voice and sing. Lift up your heads, you gates of Zion. Be lifted up, you ancient 
 doors. Lift up your heads, you gates eternal. Blessed is he who comes in the 
 name of the Lord. All glory to the King of kings! Jesus rides through the   
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      streets of the city, people shout hosanna to the King. Palms and  psalms are  
      raised to his glory. Sing hosanna, lift your voice and sing. Blessed  is he who 
 comes in the name of the Lord. Sing hosanna to the King. Sing hosanna, lift 
 your voice and sing. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. All 
 glory to the King of kings!                                                         Psalm 24: 7, Mark 11: 9-10 
 
  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 

  The Offertory:  
    Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                     John Innes 
 
*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.         
    

God Speaks to Us 

  
 The Confessional Reading: Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 44 
 Why does the creed add, “He descended to hell?” 
 To assure me during attacks of deepest dread and temptation that Christ 
 my Lord, by suffering unspeakable anguish, pain, and terror of soul, on 
 the cross but also earlier, has delivered me from the hellish anguish and 
 torment. 
 
 The Scripture: Mark 15: 33-37 (p. 1587) concluded with: 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: Cross Words: He Descended into Hell 
 
  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 

We Go in His Peace 
 
*The Hymn of Response: Worship & Rejoice 439 
 Jesus, Lover of My Soul 
 

*The Benediction  
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 

*The Choral Amen 
 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
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*The Postlude:  
     All Glory, Laud, and Honor                       Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

  Rev. Peter Jonker .......................................................................................................... minister 
  Rev. Stan Kruis ................................................................................................................. liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................................... organist 
  Vocal Quartet, Dr. Rob Hobgood ........................................................ director (8:40) 
  Kathryn Becksvoort, Jess Hollenbach ..............................................  soprano, alto  
  Jim Elzinga Peter Redder ................................................................................. tenor, bass  
  Chancel Choir, 3-6 Choir, 7-12 Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ..... director (11:00) 
  Bells Jubilate, Dr. Rob Hobgood .......................................................... director (11:00) 
  Amber & Audrey Schaap ................................... Cross and Bible bearers (8:40) 
  Dee DeKryger, David Versluis .......................... Cross and Bible bearers (11:00) 
 

Cover Image: Master of the Osservanza (Italian, active ca. 1425-80), 
The Descent into Limbo, ca. 1445.  
Lent Banners & Paraments: Palm Sunday marks the beginning of the 
last week of Jesus’ life on earth. Purple, the color of royalty, used in the 
paraments and banners symbolizes the triumphant entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem. The palm branches symbolize the joyful greeting the 
people gave Jesus, the King of kings.  
Music at LaGrave: Joseph Martin’s choral arrangement Hosanna 
Processional evokes the pomp, majesty, and joy of the palm Sunday 
processional. This morning, the children’s and youth choirs join the 
Chancel Choir in singing this anthem as an intergenerational 
collaboration. Listen as the choirs sing both individually and combined, 
and for two main musical themes: a descending theme on the word 
“hosanna” and an ascending scale-like theme on the words “Sing unto 
the Lord.” The handbells and organ end the piece as the festive 
procession concludes. 
The flowers on the chancel today are given in loving memory of Eve 
Meeter by her friend/son, Paul Wright. Eve loved Jesus. Eve also loved 
her LaGrave church family, conversations with them and spiritual 
fulfillment from weekly services. A Bible verse Eve lived by was Isaiah 
26:3-4: "Thou dost keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee, because he trusts in thee. Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord 
God is an everlasting rock."   
The March special offering is for Mel Trotter Ministries. Mel Trotter 
Ministries provides shelter for individuals and families with services 
including: meals, emergency shelter, transitional housing assistance, 
case management.  
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Happenings today  
between the morning services: 

 

• Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room 
• Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room 
• Church School  
 3rd/4th grade— Room 221 
 5th/6th grade— Room 218/220 
 7th/8th grade— Room 219  
 9th/10th grade— Lower Level Classroom 
 11th/12th grade— Room 214 
• Coffee, Fellowship, Puzzles & Games: Everyone is welcome in the 

MPR!  
• Biblical Parenting Class: Dave and Sarah Gebben conclude the 

multi-session parenting class based on Chip Ingram's "Living on 
the Edge" ministry, God's blueprint for biblical parenting. We will 
meet in Room 200.  

• Book Study: Mike & Linda Hoisington conclude the “Prayer in the 
Night” study, and meet in the Lower Level Meeting Room.  

• Public Reading of Scripture: Join us as we spend time in some of 
the Psalms that are often used during Lent. No preparation is 
needed. We will meet in the Council Room.    

• NOTE: There will be NO Littles Choir and NO Church School on 
Sunday, April 5 and Sunday, April 12 due to Spring Break. 

 
Coming to the 10 O’Clock Hour: 

 
• How Does Artificial Intelligence Play a Role in Grief:  Sunday, April 

12 we welcome Dr. Derek Schuurman, professor of computer  
science at Calvin University, to speak about grief in the context of 
emerging and ever-changing technology. Dr. Schuurman brings 
his personal story of the loss of his wife, Carina, in 2023,. We will 
meet in the Fellowship Hall. 
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2 & 3s, Nursery & Children’s Worship will be provided today. NOTE: 
There will be NO Children’s Worship on Sunday, April 5, and Sunday, 
April 12 due to Spring Break.  

This Evening, Rev. Bob Arbogast will lead us in worship. He will preach 
on Romans 8:28-39 and his sermon is titled “Misery and Belonging”. 

CREW (9th-12th grade): meets tonight in the Vault from 5:30-7:15pm. 
We will continue our study of service from Practicing the 
Way. Meatball subs are on the menu.   

MSYG (grades 6-8): meets tonight in the MPR from 5:30-7:15pm for 
devotions, games and dinner! Contact Jess Hollenbach with  
questions.  

 

Today 

 

Next Week’s Worship 

This week is Holy Week! We will have many opportunities to meditate 
on the grace of our Lord’s death, and the glory of his resurrection. Look 
for more information about those services under Upcoming Events. 

Next Sunday Morning is Easter Sunday. We will celebrate Christ’s 
resurrection at both our 8:40am and 11:00am services. Pastor Jonker 
will preach. There will be brass and timpani and the choir will sing. We 
praise God for the grace and faithfulness represented in the 
celebrations this week and we hope many of you will be able to join 
us at these services. 

Next Sunday Evening, in place of our regular evening service, we will 
hold Vespers, an intimate service of song and prayer, in the Parlor due 
to the chapel renovation. 
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Wednesday Night Programming 
April 1 
Grab’ n Go is from 5:45pm-6:30pm. Walking tacos are on the menu. 
GEMS and Youth Outdoors meet from 6:30pm-8:00pm. There will be 
childcare for 0-4 year olds in 2s/3s Room from 6:15pm-8:30pm.  
Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service 
Thursday, April 2 at 7:30pm 
We will host our annual Maundy Thursday Tenebrae service. We will 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper and remember the pain of the cross. 

Good Friday Service 
Friday, April 3 at noon 
Central Reformed Church is hosting the annual ecumenical Good  
Friday service. For years, downtown churches have gathered to  
remember Christ’s death by worshiping together.    

LAST CALL-Third Day Concert 
Saturday, April 4 at 7:00pm 
Third Day is coming to Van Andel Arena for their 30th Anniversary Tour. 
They are a contemporary Christian music group. We have tickets for a 
group from LaGrave to go. Cost is $30/person. Let Rachel or Cindy 
know if you would like to go by TODAY.   
Cake and Ice Cream Hymn Sing 
Monday April 20 at 2:00pm 
All widowed members are invited to a hymn sing followed by  
fellowship over cake and ice cream.  Sign up online or by calling the 
church office (616-454-7204).     

Senior Lunch Out 
Friday, April 24 from 11:30am-1:30pm 
Calling all seniors! You are invited to a fun lunch out on April 24 at Beer 
City Bread Company, located at 2650-D E Beltline Ave SE. Order your 
own lunch and enjoy this time of meeting and connecting with  
others. Sign-ups are available online.  

Whitecaps Game 
Saturday, April 25 at 2:00pm 
LaGrave is returning to the Whitecaps at LMCU Ballpark! Sign-up 
online to attend this fun, family friendly all church outing to the Pepsi 
Stadium Club (indoor/outdoor space). Cost to attend is $10 per  

Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code for more information or to 
sign-up 
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person which includes your ticket and picnic lunch of hamburgers, 
hotdogs, chips & Pepsi products. Questions? Contact Cindy at 
cbusscher@lagrave.org.  

Women’s Book Club 
Monday, April 27, 7:30pm 
Please join us for our last meeting of the season on Monday, April 27 at 
7:30pm in The Parlor to discuss “The Berry Pickers” by Amanda  
Peters. Books are available at local libraries, Schulers & Amazon.  
Heartside Women who Care  
Wednesday, April 29 at 5:30pm  
Join us for a time of neighborhood fellowship and philanthropy to  
support non-profits helping women who live in the Heartside  
neighborhood.  

Spring Porch Pots 
Saturday, May 2 at 9:00am, 10:30am or noon 
Calling all LaGrave women!  You are invited to a spring porch pot 
making class at Koetsier's Greenhouse on Saturday, May 2, thanks to 
the generous Loeks Fund.  For $20, you will choose from a variety of 
herbs, sun loving or shade flowers to plant and take home.  Choose 
between a 9am, 10:30am or noon class.  Space is limited, so sign up 
online to reserve your spot!  

Women’s Conference 
Thursday-Saturday, June 11-13  
LaGrave women 16 and up are invited to attend the Gospel Coalition 
Women's Conference in Indianapolis, IN! Thanks to the Loeks fund, the 
$269 cost of the early bird registration rate will be covered (expires on 
April 17). The theme is "Turn Your Eyes: Seeing the Savior in the Psalms.” 
Attendees will be responsible to pay for their own lodging and  
transportation, although scholarships are available! Contact Cindy 
Busscher, cbusscher@lagrave.org for more details and how to sign up.  
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Chapel Renovations: The Chapel renovation has begun! The chapel 
will be closed until the renovation is completed.  
Holy Saturday: The day between Good Friday and Easter Sunday, 
known as Holy Saturday, marks the period when Jesus' body was in 
the tomb. To help us remember his death and anticipate the joy of 
Easter Sunday, the Spiritual Formation Committee is providing a  
liturgy for personal or family devotions. Copies are available at the 
Welcome Center. 

The Loeks Advisory Committee (LAC) is accepting proposals for the 
care of women on or before April 1. A proposal must be approved by 
the appropriate standing committee before it reaches LAC and the 
LaGrave Council has final approval prior to any release of funds.  
Proposals for funding from the Ruth Loeks Women’s Care Fund must 
intentionally focus on the care of women. Questions? Contact Kara 
VerMeulen at 616-581-6293 or karavermeulen@hotmail.com.  
Christian Summer Camp Support: Do you want to send your child to 
a Christian summer camp but the cost is challenging? The deacons 
may be able to assist with the camp fees. Contact your district  
deacon or Aaron Klop, ajklophome@gmail.com for more information.  
Flowers on the Reredos: There are still spots left to sign up for flowers 
on the Reredos on Sunday mornings. If you would like to sign up, 
find the poster on the kiosk in the multi-purpose room and pick an 
open week. Contact Marlene Padding if you have any questions. 
Evangelistic Outreach Committee is looking to add a few members 
to our committee. The committee interfaces with local individuals and 
communities to encourage faith formation and supports area  
non-profit organizations who do this work too (such as Celebration 
Fellowship, 70x7, Crossroads Bible, Guiding Light). Please contact  
committee chair James Webb, jameswebb1991@gmail.com, or  
Kristin Batts, kbatts@lagrave.org, if you’d like to come as a guest to the 
April or May meeting and consider membership.  
The LaGrave Worship Arts Committee is pleased to present Jesus’ 
Journey to the Cross–artwork by Scott Erickson. The collection is  
displayed outdoors along Sheldon Ave. for this season of Lent & Easter. 
Art Display: Selections from Versluis’s Fish Series. David M. Versluis is 
an artist and retired professor of art at Dordt University. His "Spirit Lake, 
Iowa: Fish Series" will be on display in the Parlor until May 3.  

Announcements  
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We praise God for his faithfulness to: 
• Jenna & Ray Venezia (Vera, Leda, Etta), in the birth of Arlo Vincent, 

on Saturday, March 14.  
Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Dan Goris, who is home & recovering well after suffering a stroke 

last weekend.  
• Jim Krol, who is undergoing radiation as part of his treatment for 

multiple myeloma.  
• Stu Kutsche, who has begun treatment for prostate cancer. 
• Steve Palazzolo, who continued the bone marrow transplant 

process at U of M this week. 
• Millie Vriend, who continues her recovery at home. 
• STEM Mexico Mission Team, who leave this Friday afternoon and 

will be serving in Mexico City April 4-11.  Pray for the team's final 
preparation, health, safety, problem-free travel, and fruitful 
ministry as they do VBS and lead prayer times at several ministry 
sites.   

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Sylvia Hugen, Bev VandenBosch, 
Carol VanBruggen, George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Joanne Arnoys, Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan,   
Andrea Hekman, Renee Kuiper, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten, Barb 
Voskuil  
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Carole Hoffman, Sipp Hutton, 
Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover, Dorothy Ondersma, Rich & Mamuani 
Postma, Caleb VandenBerg, Joyce Zwiers 

those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

As members of God’s family, remember those who are single and 
desire marriage; or those whose marriages have ended due to divorce 
or death; and those who have blended families or parent alone. 

 

Prayer Concerns 
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Missionary of the week:  K & K S (Full names withheld for security 
reasons), who serve in discipleship and coaching ministries in South 
Asia. Both have gone through numerous cycles of cold and flu over 
the last two months. Pray for protection and complete healing.  

Thank you: 
Deepest thanks to the LaGrave congregation for your prayers, cards 
and expressions of support these past few months. They have meant 
so much to Julie and me as we’ve progressed through these health 
challenges. We now have a plan of treatment for the year ahead and 
praise God for His many mercies. ~ Jon Voskuil 
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Calendar 
Sunday, March 29 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 8:40 AM 
 10 O’Clock hour ................................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 11:00 AM 
 Bells Gloria ............................................................................. 4:00 PM 
 7-12 Choir ................................................................................ 4:40 PM  
 MSYG, MPR .............................................................................. 5:30 PM 
 CREW, Vault ........................................................................... 5:30 PM 
 Evening Worship ................................................................ 6:00 PM 
 Young Adult Small Group, Parlor ............................... 7:15 PM 
Monday, March 30 
 Executive Committee, Parlor ..................................... 4:00 PM 
Tuesday, March 31 
 Bells Jubilate ..........................................................................6:15 PM 
Wednesday, April 1 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study .......................................... 8:00 AM 
 NO Wednesday Women’s Bible Study................. 9:00 AM 
 Spiritual Journey Bible Study ..................................... 9:30 AM
 Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study............... 10:00 AM 
 Called to Care, Room 200 ......................................... 10:00 AM  
 Intercessory Prayer, Room 200 ................................... 1:15 PM 
 3-6 Grade Choir ................................................................... 5:15 PM 
 Grab ‘n Go Meal, MPR ...................................................... 5:45 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study ............................................ 6:30 PM 
 GEMS .......................................................................................... 6:30 PM 
 Youth Outdoors, Offsite ................................................. 6:30 PM 
 Chancel Choir ....................................................................  7:00 PM 
Thursday, April 2 
 Beth Moore and More Bible Study .......................... 9:30 AM 
 Maundy Thursday Service ............................................ 7:30 PM 
Friday, April 3 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study .......................................... 8:30 AM 
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Sunday Volunteers 
 

Assisting This Week: March 29 
 Security:  
 8:40: Jeff Dekker, Ian Smith 
 9:30-11:30: John Schat 
 11:00: Matt Scholten, Corey Havlicek 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Garry & Yvonne Ferwerda, Brent & Cindy Busscher 
  11:00: Shelly Schat 
  6:00: Ginny Geldof & Linda Slotsema 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Brad Schaap, Peter Ackerman. Caleb Ackerman,  
           Chris Weller 
  11:00: Dan Stoffer, Jim Oppenhuizen, Brad Post, Luther Ajim 
  6:00: John Dekker 
 
Assisting Next  Week: April 5 
 Security:  
 8:40: Zander Elenbaas, James VanHekken 
 9:30-11:30: Jon VanHekken 
 11:00: Steve Schroder, Mitch Schroder 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Garry & Yvonne Ferwerda, Galen & Thelma Meyer 
  11:00: Christine & Marc Hoeksema, Norma Hoeksema 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Sam Schat, James VanHekken, Brad Post, Ben Nagel    
  11:00: Cal Thorne, Mitchell Schroder, Merv Kamper,  
            Matt Alcumbrack 
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