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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here.  

As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones. 
 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 
  The Prelude: 
      This Joyful Eastertide           David Cherwien 
 Partita on This Joyful Eastertide                    Paul Bouman 
 
  The Chiming of the Hour 
 
  The Introit:                              
      This Joyful Eastertide           arr. Rob Hobgood  
      This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow. My Love, the crucified, has 
 sprung to life this morrow. Had Christ, that once was slain, ne’er burst his  
 three-day prison, our faith had been in vain. But now has Christ arisen.  
                  
*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 191 
 Praise the Savior, Now and Ever  
 
*The Greeting—concluded with: 
 Christ is risen! 
 Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
  The Welcome 
 

We Humbly Approach God 

   
   The Call to Confession: 1 John 1: 8-9 
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  The Prayer of Confession 
  Almighty God, you raised Jesus from the grave 
  and crowned him Lord of all. 
  We confess that we have not bowed before him 
  or acknowledged his rule in our lives. 
  We have gone along with the way of the world 
  and failed to give him glory. 
  Forgive us, O God, and raise us from our sin, 
  that we may be people who acknowledge you as Lord of our lives. 
  Singing: 
       He is Lord, he is Lord, 
       He is risen from the dead, and he is Lord! 
       Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 
       that Jesus Christ is Lord.                                                                              LUYH 227: 1 
 
  The Words of Assurance: 1 John 4: 9-10  
 
  The Anthem of Celebration:   

     Christ the Lord Is Risen Again (8:40)                              Philip W.J. Stopford 
 Christ the Lord is risen again, Christ hath broken every chain. Hark, angelic
 voices cry, singing evermore on high, Alleluia! He who gave for us his life, 
 who for us endured the strife, is our Paschal Lamb today; we too sing for joy, 
 and say Alleluia!  
 
 He who bore all pain and loss comfortless upon the cross, lives in glory now 
 on high, pleads for us, and hears our cry. He who slumbered in the grave is 
 exalted now to save; now through Christendom it rings that the Lamb is 
 King of kings. Alleluia!  
 
 Thou, our Paschal Lamb indeed, Christ, thy ransomed people feed; take our 
 sins and guilt away: let us sing by night and day, Alleluia!  
 
     Sound the Trumpet (11:00)                                Mark Patterson 
 Sound the trumpet, shout for joy! Let the song of praise begin.  
 
 Come and worship Christ the Lord. Risen, he lives! Risen he lives again! 
 Christ is risen, alleluia! Christ is risen, risen indeed! Christ is risen, alleluia!  
 
 Blessing and honor and glory forever to Christ the risen Lord! Sound the 
 trumpet, shout for joy! Let the song of praise begin. Come and worship 
 Christ the Lord. Risen, he lives! Risen he lives again! Sound the trumpet, 
 Christ is risen! Sing to the Lord alleluia!  
                                  Words: Mark Patterson. Copyright © 2007 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. 
               Used with permission under OneLicense #707908 
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 

 
  The Children’s Message 
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.   
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  The Pastoral Prayer 
 Prayer will include this refrain based on Psalm 17 
 I call on you, my God. To you I bring my plea. 
 Incline your ear, and hear my prayer, for you will answer me. 
 
  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 

 
  The Offertory:  
    Low in the Grave He Lay                 John Ferguson 
 
*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.         
    

God Speaks to Us 

  
 The Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15: 12-20 (p. 1788) concluded with: 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: What If?  
 
  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 
*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 182: 1-4 
 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
 

We Go in His Peace 
 
*The Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended to heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*The Benediction  
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
*The Choral Amen (8:40)  
 
*The Organ Amen (11:00) 
 
*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 
*The Postlude:  
     Thine Is the Glory                            Aaron David Miller 
 

  Rev. David Bast................................................................................................ guest minister 
  Chad Boorsma ................................................................................................................ liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................................... organist 
  Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ...................................................... director (8:40) 
  Kathryn Becksvoort, Kim DeStigter ................................................. vocalists (11:00)  
  Sheryl VanEck & David Versluis .................... Cross and Bible bearers (8:40) 
  Brad & Ruby VanHaitsma ................................. Cross and Bible bearers (11:00) 
 

Banners & Paraments: The liturgical season of Easter is the fifty days 
from Easter to Pentecost. The white, gold, and crystals used in the 
paraments and banners reflect the glory of the resurrection. Jesus 
Christ, the King of Kings, has won the victory over sin and death! 
Music at LaGrave: Philip W. J. Stopford is a well-known British 
composer of church music and receives several commissions. Such 
was the case for his Eastertide anthem Christ the Lord Is Risen Again, a 
commission from the Ulster Society of Organists and Choirmasters 
from Northern Ireland in 2004. Each verse of the anthem begins with 
an original melody and concludes with a five-note “Alleluia,” sung 
both in unison and antiphonally between sections of the choir. 
The flowers on the chancel today are given in loving memory of Andy 
Tiggleman, who anchors the heavenly tenor section.  Given by his wife, 
Gerri, and daughters Jill and Karrie. 
The April special offering is for Family Promise. Family Promise 
partners with local congregations, individuals, families, foundations 
and corporations to provide emergency shelter and case 
management for families with children facing a housing crisis.   

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org/live  
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Happening today  
between the morning services: 

 

• Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room 
• Coffee, Fellowship, Puzzles & Games: Everyone is welcome in the 

MPR!  
• College/Career:  Bagel Sunday at 9:40am. Join us in the Parlor for 

a time of coffee, bagels, and fellowship with other Young Adults. 
We look forward to seeing you!   

• Technology & Grief:  Dr. Derek Schuurman, professor of computer 
science at Calvin University, will speak in the Fellowship Hall.   

• NOTE: There will be NO Littles Choir and NO Church School today 
due to Spring Break. 

 
Coming to the 10 O’Clock Hour: 

 
• Interested in studying a spiritual discipline? Using the Practicing 

the Way curriculum by John Mark Comer, Rachel Thorne will lead 
a 4 week class exploring the practice of Scripture. Come and 
watch the teaching videos, join discussion, and find new ways to 
embody Scripture in your life. Books are $5 (optional since the 
material can be accessed online for free).   

2 & 3s & Nursery will be provided today. NOTE: There will be NO  
Children’s Worship today, April 12 due to Spring Break.  

This Evening, Rev. John Steigenga will lead us in worship. He will 
preach on John 12: 1-11 and his sermon is entitled “Resurrection Risk.”  

College/Career: If you are a visitor or regular attender between 18-30 
(post high school), we'd love to have you join us for our monthly 
Sunday Night Dinner tonight. Join us at the Glover house (1933  
Pinnacle Dr. SW) from 5:30-7:30 PM.  Come for an evening of great 
food, genuine connection, and spiritual encouragement! All are  
welcome! Text Heidi 616-437-6830 with questions or to RSVP.  

CREW & MSYG (6th-12th grade):  We do not meet this week, April 12. 
We will resume next week, April 19.  

Today 
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Wednesday Night Programming meets this Wednesday, April 15.  
Grab 'n go is from 5:45pm - 6:30pm with chili dogs on the menu. GEMS 
and Youth Outdoors meet from 6:30pm - 8pm. There will be childcare 
for 0-4 year olds in 2s/3s Room from 6:15pm - 8:30pm.   

GEMS Family Fun Night/Badge Awards  
Wednesday, April 15 at 6:30pm 
Bring the whole family to the MPR (yes, boys also) to celebrate the end 
of the GEMS year. Join us for carnival-type activities with snacks and 
beverages provided. Graduating 8th graders will be celebrated, and 
girls who are going into grades K and higher who wish to attend GEMS 
next year will be welcomed. Special recognition will be given to Julie 
(Stegenga) Cooper, LaGrave counselor for 33 years, who is retiring this 
year. She is very much LOVED! and will be sorely missed. She has 
made an amazing impact on hundreds of girls’ lives during her time 
with us.     
Men’s Coffee 
Thursday, April  16 at 10:00am 
All men are welcome to join the men's coffee group in the Council 
Room from 10-11:30 am. Men of any age can enjoy this time of  
socializing and eating donuts. If you need a ride, call 616-245-3803. 

Mom’s Fellowship 
Friday, April 17 at 9:30am  
Join Moms’ Fellowship in Room 200 for a time of coffee and fellowship 
with other moms. Childcare will be available in the nursery. Save the 
Date for Moms’ Night Out on Friday, May 15. Contact Alisha Doezema 
with questions: 616-745-9834.  

Missionary Visit 
Sunday, April 19 at 6:00pm 
Drs. Dan and Priscila Cummings will visit LaGrave next Sunday  
evening to give an update on their medical ministry in Kalukembe, 
Angola. They will share briefly during the evening service and give a 
more detailed presentation afterward in the Fellowship Hall. A light 
supper will be provided. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear from our 
missionaries in person! 
Cake and Ice Cream Hymn Sing 
Monday April 20 at 2:00pm 
All widowed members are invited to a hymn sing followed by  

Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code for more information or to 
sign-up 



 8 

 

fellowship over cake and ice cream. Signup online or by calling the 
church office (616-454-7204). Deadline to sign up is Tuesday, April 14.  

Senior Lunch Out 
Friday, April 24 from 11:30am-1:30pm 
Calling all seniors! You are invited to a fun lunch out on April 24 at Beer 
City Bread Company, located at 2650-D E Beltline Ave SE. Order your 
own lunch and enjoy this time of meeting and connecting with  
others. Sign-ups are available online.  
Whitecaps Game 
Saturday, April 25 at 2:00pm 
LaGrave is returning to the Whitecaps at LMCU Ballpark! Sign-up online 
to attend this fun, family friendly all church outing at the Pepsi Stadium 
Club (indoor/outdoor space). Cost to attend is $10 per person which 
includes your ticket and picnic lunch of hamburgers, hotdogs, chips & 
Pepsi products. Questions? Contact Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org.  

Women’s Book Club 
Monday, April 27, 7:30pm 
Please join us for our last meeting of the season on Monday, April 27 at 
7:30pm in The Parlor to discuss “The Berry Pickers” by Amanda  
Peters. Books are available at local libraries, Schulers & Amazon.  

Heartside Women who Care  
Wednesday, April 29 at 5:30pm  
Join us for a time of neighborhood fellowship and philanthropy to  
support non-profits helping women who live in the Heartside  
neighborhood.  
Spring Porch Pots 
Saturday, May 2 at 9:00am, 10:30am or noon 
Calling all LaGrave women!  You are invited to a spring porch pot 
making class at Koetsier's Greenhouse on Saturday, May 2, thanks to 
the generous Loeks Fund. For $20, you will choose from a variety of 
herbs, sun loving or shade flowers to plant and take home. The 9am, 
10:30 and noon sessions are full; however, Koetsier's opened a 1:30pm 
session! Space is limited so RSVP soon. To be added to the waitlist for 
the earlier sessions, email Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org.  

Women’s Conference 
Thursday-Saturday, June 11-13  
LaGrave women 16 and up are invited to attend the Gospel Coalition 
Women's Conference in Indianapolis, IN! Thanks to the Loeks fund, the 
$269 cost of the early bird registration rate will be covered (expires on 
April 17). The theme is "Turn Your Eyes: Seeing the Savior in the Psalms.” 
Attendees will be responsible to pay for their own lodging and  
transportation, although scholarships are available! Contact Cindy 
Busscher, cbusscher@lagrave.org for more details and how to sign up.  
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Congregational Meeting: Next Sunday, April 19, we will have our semi-
annual Congregational Meeting in the MPR to choose new elders and  
deacons. The nominees' profiles and pictures were emailed out and 
copies are available at the Welcome Center. We hope many of you 
are able to attend. If you are unable to attend, an absentee ballot was 
included in Tuesday's email, as well as paper copies of the ballot are 
available at the Welcome Center. After the evening service, we will 
draw the names of the new elders and deacons from the candidates 
receiving the most votes.  
Christian Education Enrollments are now underway with the Christian 
Education Committee. If you have enrolled in the past, please contact 
your CES representative to enroll for the 2026-2027 school year.  
Christian Education committee members will make themselves  
available virtually or in person at your request prior to the enrollment 
deadline of April 24, 2026, to answer any questions that you might 
have and to collect your enrollment documents.  
Evangelistic Outreach Committee is looking to add a few members 
to our committee. The committee interfaces with local individuals and 
communities to encourage faith formation and supports area  
non-profit organizations who do this work too (such as Celebration 
Fellowship, 70x7, Crossroads Bible, Guiding Light). Please contact  
committee chair James Webb, jameswebb1991@gmail.com, or  
Kristin Batts, kbatts@lagrave.org, if you’d like to come as a guest to the 
April or May meeting and consider membership.  
Art Display: Selections from Versluis’s Fish Series. David M. Versluis is 
an artist and retired professor of art at Dordt University. His "Spirit Lake, 
Iowa: Fish Series" will be on display in the Parlor until May 3.  

Announcements  

Next Sunday Morning Pastor Jonker will preach on 1 Corinthians 3.  

Next Sunday Evening, Pastor Jonker will lead us in worship and we will 
welcome missionaries Dan and Priscila Cummings, who will give an 
update on their medical ministry in Kalukembe, Angola.  

 

 

Next Week’s Worship 
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Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Ellen Dekker, who will have knee replacement surgery on Monday, 

April 13. 
• Bill Stroo, who will have hip replacement surgery on Monday,  

April 13.  
• Jack VanSledright, who is continuing to heal from blood clots and 

will have another procedure in a few weeks.  

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Sylvia Hugen, Bev VandenBosch, 
George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Joanne Arnoys, Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan,   
Andrea Hekman, Jim Krol, Renee Kuiper, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon 
VanHouten, Barb Voskuil  
those with other continuing needs – JoDell Balodis, Sandy Buter, Cloe 
Ann Danford, Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Carole Hoffman, 
Sipp Hutton, Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover, Dorothy Ondersma, Steve 
Palazzolo, Rich & Mamuani Postma, Caleb VandenBerg, Millie Vriend, 
Joyce Zwiers 
those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  
As members of God’s family, remember those who navigate life with 
mental illness and loved ones who accompany them. 

Missionary of the week:  Steve & Chris VanZanen, who serve as 
Resonate’s Europe team leaders, request prayer for Kelsey Weidmann, 
a new missionary, who arrived last month in France and faces many 
adjustments as she begins student ministry.  
 

Thank you: 
Our deep appreciation and thanks to the LaGrave CRC family for your 
love and support in the cancer journey and recent death of our 
daughter, Kristin Colber-Baker. Chad Boorsma’s visits and assurance 
of your prayers, your kind and heartfelt words, and the many 
thoughtful sympathy cards bring peace and comfort. We rest in 
Resurrection hope. With grateful thanks, ~Myron & Laura Jane Colber  
 

 

Prayer Concerns 
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Thank you LaGrave family for all the prayers, cards, visits and 
kindness shown to our family during Sherri’s many health struggles 
over the past 8+ years. Also, thank you for the prayers for our family 
while Kelsea was getting settled at Benjamin’s Hope. She is thriving in 
her new environment. We miss Sherri but take comfort in the fact that 
she is healed and in the Lord’s presence. ~Dick, Chris & Kelsea Kanten 

Assisting This Week: April 12 
 Security:  
 8:40: Brad Schaap, Ike Schaap 
 9:30-11:30: Ben DeGraaf     
 11:00: Brad Post 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Marilyn Kortman, Julia Hoekstra  
  11:00: Denise DeGraaf, Brent & Cindy Busscher 
  6:00: Elaine Destigter, Alberta Gordon 
 Ushers:   
  8:40: John Schat, Dave Becksvoort, James VanHekken,  
            Ben Nagel 
  11:00: Dave Tornga, Jeff Scholtens, Brad Post, Kris Andrus 
  6:00: Dave Tornga 
 
Assisting Next  Week: April 19 
 Security:  
 8:40: Andrew Schimmel, Jon Pastoor 
 9:30-11:30: Steve Hoekzema 
 11:00: Kevin Scholten, Judy Scholten 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Sharon Etheridge, Mark & Kristine Huizenga 
  11:00: Marge Snoeyink, Don & Evonne Plantinga 
  6:00: Ann Van Eerden, Ana VanderVelde  
 Ushers:     
  8:40: Sally Jonker, Peter Ackerman, Caleb Ackerman,  
            Dave Gebben  
  11:00: Colton Alcumbrack, Matt Alcumbrack, Matt Scholten, 
            Luther Ajim 
  6:00: Brad Post  

Sunday Volunteers 



 12 

 

Calendar 
Sunday, April 12 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 8:40 AM 
 10 O’Clock hour ................................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 11:00 AM 
 Evening Worship ................................................................ 6:00 PM 
 Young Adult Small Group, Parlor ............................... 7:15 PM 
Monday, April 13 
 Council-Elders/Deacons .............................................. 6:30 PM 
Tuesday, April 14 
 Bells Jubilate ..........................................................................6:15 PM 
Wednesday, April 15 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study .......................................... 8:00 AM 
 Wednesday Women’s Bible Study ......................... 9:00 AM 
 Spiritual Journey Bible Study ..................................... 9:30 AM
 Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study............... 10:00 AM 
 His Collection, Council Room ................................... 12:30 PM  
 Intercessory Prayer, Room 200 ................................... 1:15 PM 
 3-6 Grade Choir ................................................................... 5:15 PM 
 Grab ‘n Go Meal, MPR ...................................................... 5:45 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study ............................................ 6:30 PM 
 GEMS, MPR .............................................................................. 6:30 PM 
 Youth Outdoors, Offsite ................................................. 6:30 PM 
 Chancel Choir ....................................................................  7:00 PM 
 Social Concerns, 200 .......................................................7:00 PM 
Thursday, April 16 
 Beth Moore and More Bible Study .......................... 9:30 AM 
 Men’s Coffee Fellowship, Council ......................... 10:00 AM 
 Pastoral Care Committee, Parlor ........................... 4:00 PM 
 Long Range Planning, Parlor .......................................7:00 PM 
Friday, April 17 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study .......................................... 8:30 AM 
 Mom’s Fellowship, 200 ................................................... 9:30 AM 
  


