Avenue

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

Morning Worship

April 19,2026 | 8:40 &11:00 a.m.




Order of Worship

Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a
time of prayer and meditation

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.
We are glad you are here.
As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones.

God Calls Us to Worship

The Prelude:
Nocturne, from Shylock Gabriel Fauré
How Firm a Foundation David Cherwien

The Chiming of the Hour

The Introit:
| Sing the Mighty Power of God (8:40) Anna Laura Page
I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise,
that spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies.
We sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day;
the moon shines full at his command, and all the stars obey.

Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia ("200) Traditional Tanzanian Song
Christ has arisen, alleluia! Rejoice and praise him, alleluia! For our
Redeemer burst from the tomb, even from death, dispelling its gloom. Let us
sing praise to him with endless joy; death’s fearful sting he has come to
destroy. Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia. Christ has arisen
to set us free. Alleluia, to him praises be! Jesus is living! Let us all sing; he

reigns triumphant, heavenly king.
Words: Bernard Kyamanywa.. © 1968 Luthern Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania,
admin. Augsburg Fortress, tr. Howard S. Olsen © Howard S. Olsen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Used with permission under Onellcense #707908

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 202
This Joyful Eastertide

*The Greeting—concluded with:
Christ is risen!
Christis risen indeed! Alleluia!



*The People’s Response: Amen.

The Welcome

We Humbly Approach God

The Call to Confession: based on Colossians 3:1-15
Since, then, we have been raised with Christ, let us set our
hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand
of God.
Let us set our minds on things above, not on earthly things. For
we died, and our life is now hidden with Christ in God.
As Resurrected Christians, God calls us to kill off the practices
that belong to our old life,
Put to death therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly
nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and
greed, which is idolatry.
As Resurrected Christians God calls us to take off the old clothes
of sinfulness.
Rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice,
slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each
other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices.
As Resurrected Christians, by the power of the Holy Spirit, God
gives us new clothes and new life.
Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience.
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all
together in perfect unity.

The Prayer of Confession
We praise you, Eternal God,
As the overflowing source of everything good.
Face to face with your goodness, we see and lament
the ways the kingdoms of this world fall short of your kingdom.
And we confess that clothing ourselves with Christ requires
our daily participation.
Forgive us when we do not let you dress us for the day,
and when our ways resemble the ways of a world that
doesn’'t acknowledge you more than they reflect the ways of
our Lord. Clothe us with the love of Jesus, and show us how to
walk with you and with each other. In Christ’'s name, amen.



The Assurance of Forgiveness: Colossians 3: 3-4

*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 204:1, 2
Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna

*The Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 204: 3
Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna
Christ is risen! Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same.
Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain.
Tell its grim demonic chorus: “Christ is risen! Get you gone!”
God the First and Last is with us. Sing hosanna, everyone!

We Respond with Thanksgiving

The Children’s Message
Congregation: The Lord be with you.
Children: And also with you.

The Pastoral Prayer



The Anthem:
Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna! (8:40) arr. Joel Raney
Christ is risen! Shout hosanna! Celebrate this day of days!
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder; all creation is amazed.
In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.

Words: Brian Wren. © 1986 Hope Publishing Company.
Used with permission under Onelicense #707908

The Church’s One Foundation (11:00) arr. Dan Forrest
The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; she is his new
creation by water and the Word. From heaven he came and sought her to
be his holy bride; with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
Elect from every nation, yet one o‘er all the earth; her charter of salvation:
one Lord, one faith, one birth. One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy
food, and to one hope she presses, with every grace endued. Though with a
scornful wonder we see her sore oppressed, by schisms rent asunder, by
heresies distressed, yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up:
“How long?” and soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. Yet
she on earth hath union with God the Three in One, and mystic sweet
communion with those whose rest is won: O happy ones and holy! Lord,
give us grace that we like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell
with thee. Amen!

The Offering
*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on
the pew in the middle aisle

The Offertory:

How Can | Keep from Singing? Rebecca Groom te Velde
“All things are mine since | am his! How can | keep from singing?”

*The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him, above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

God Speaks to Us

The Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3 (p. 1772) concluded with:
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Sermon: More Than Merely Human

The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word



We Go in His Peace

*The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 443
My Life Flows On in Endless Song

*The Benediction

*The People’s Response: Amen.
*The Organ Amen (8:40)

*The Choral Amen (11:00)

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells

*The Postlude:
Carillon on Westminster Abbey (Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation)

Ashley Grote
Rev. Peter Jonker minister
Rev. Kristy Manion liturgist
Dr. Larry Visser organist
Bells Gloria, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (8:40)
Deb Alley pianist (8:40)
Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood director (11:00)
Joel Bouwman & JANE TOl oo Cross and Bible bearers (8:40)
Dee DeKryger & Joyce Jeltema.............. Cross and Bible bearers (11:00)

Banners & Paraments: The liturgical season of Easter is the fifty days
from Easter to Pentecost. The white, gold, and crystals used in the
paraments and banners reflect the glory of the resurrection. Jesus
Christ, the King of Kings, has won the victory over sin and death!

Music at LaGrave: Ordained in the Church of England in 1862, Samuel
Stone was a clergyman in Windsor who stood up for his beliefs despite
increasing liberal theological tendencies of his day. At age 27, he
wrote twelve hymns based on the articles of the Apostles’ Creed. The
Church’s One Foundation was based on “The holy catholic church”
and “the communion of saints.” Dan Forrest's large hymn concertato
based on this hymn includes fanfares and new harmonies.

The flowers on the chancel today are given by Joady Hoekstra,
the John Schat family and the Jon VanHekken family in loving
memory of husband, father and grandfather, Jim Hoekstra.

The April special offering is for Family Promise. Family Promise
partners with local congregations, individuals, families, foundations
and corporations to provide emergency shelter and case
management for families with children facing a housing crisis.



The

Ten O’Clock Hour

Growing in Fellowship and Faith Formation

Happening today
between the morning services:

Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room
Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room
Church School
3rd/4th grade— Room 221
5th/6th grade— Room 218/2s20
7th/8th grade— Room 219
9th/10th grade— Lower Level Classroom
11th/12th grade— Room 214
Congregational Meeting will be in the MPR with coffee available.

Coming to the 10 O’'Clock Hour:

Interested in studying a spiritual discipline? Starting next
Sunday, in Room 200 using the Practicing the Way curriculum by
John Mark Comer, Rachel Thorne will lead a 4 week class
exploring the practice of Scripture. Everyone is welcome! Come
and watch the teaching videos, join discussion, and find new
ways to embody Scripture in your life. Books are $5 (optionall
since the material can be accessed online for free).

Outreach Spotlight: On April 26, Shawn England from Celebration
Fellowship will share information and stories from this ministry,
which focuses on incarcerated and re-entering people. We will
also celebrate Shawn's pastoral commissioning with a cake re-
ception; we will meet in the Fellowship Hall. More information is
available at celebrationfellowship.org

STEM Presentation: On Sunday, May 3, the STEM team will present
in the Fellowship Hall. If you'd like to hear more about the mission
trip to Mexico, plan to attend!



Today

2 & 3s, Children’s Worship & Nursery will be provided today.

This Evening, Pastor Jonker will lead us in worship and we will
welcome missionaries Drs. Dan and Priscila Cummings to give an
update on their medical ministry in Kalukembe, Angola. They will
share an update during the evening service and give a presentation
following the service in the Fellowship Hall. A light supper is provided.

CREW/(6th-12th grade): We meet tonight in the Vault from 5:30pm-
7:15pm. We will continue our study of service. Next Sunday is our last
meeting of the year. Save the date for Graduate Night on Sunday,
May 3.

MSYG: We meet tonight in the MPR from 5:30-7:15 for board games
with some seasoned saints of LaGrave. Soup and sandwiches for din-
ner! Hope you can join us for this intergenerational fellowship oppor-
tunity! Contact Jess Hollenbach with questions.

Upcoming Events

= Scan the QR code for more information or to
sign-up

[=]
y
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Wednesday Night Programming meets this Wednesday, April 22.
Grab 'n go is from 5:45pm - 6:30pm. Burgers are on the menu. GEMS
and Youth Outdoors meet from 6:30pm - 8pm. There will be childcare
for 0-4 year olds in 2s/3s Room from 6:15pm - 8:30pm. This is our last
Wednesday night of the school year.

Cake and Ice Cream Hymn Sing

Monday April 20 at 2:00pm

All widowed members are invited to a hymn sing followed by
fellowship over cake and ice cream.

Senior Lunch Out

Friday, April 24 from 11:30am-1:30pm

Last call for all seniors! You are invited to a fun lunch out on April 24 at
Beer City Bread Company, located at 2650-D E Beltline Ave SE. Order
your own lunch and enjoy this time of meeting and connecting with
others. Sign-ups are available online.



Whitecaps Game

Saturday, April 25 at 2:00pm

Last call for Whitecaps tickets! Tickets are still available for the all
church outing on April 25. Email Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org if you
are able to come! For those already signed up, your tickets will be
available in the MPR during the 10 o'clock hour, during Wednesday
night's grab n go meal, or during open church office hours.

Zuni Christian School Visit

Sunday, April 26 at 6:00pm

Representatives from Zuni Christian School in New Mexico will give a
short update during the evening worship service and then afterwards
will speak more about the school's ministry in the Fellowship Hall,
during which a light supper will be served.

Women's Book Club

Monday, April 27, 7:30pm

Please join us for our last meeting of the season on Monday, April 27 at
7:30pm in The Parlor to discuss “The Berry Pickers” by Amanda Peters.
Books are available at local libraries, Schulers & Amazon.

Heartside Women who Care

Wednesday, April 29 at 5:30pm

Join us for a time of neighborhood fellowship and philanthropy to
support non-profits helping women who live in the Heartside
neighborhood.

Spring Porch Pots

Saturday, May 2-waitlist available

Calling all LaGrave women! You are invited to a spring porch pot
making class at Koetsier's Greenhouse on Saturday, May 2. All four
sessions are full; however, you can be added to the waitlist by
emailing Cindy at cbusscher@lagrave.org.

Graduation Celebration & Koinonia Meal

Sunday, May 3 at 5:30pm

You are invited to attend the next all church Koinonia Meal following
the evening service on Sunday, May 3 (note 5:30 time change for the
evening service). We will celebrate our graduates with Qdoba along
with a variety of homemade desserts. Following the meal, a paper
airplane throwing contest will be held in the Sanctuary!

National Day of Prayer Service

Thursday, May 7 from 12:00-12:45pm

LaGrave is participating in a Classis-wide prayer service on the
national day of prayer at Community CRC. Join us for a time of
scripture reflection, singing, and prayer for unity, repentance, and the
spreading of God's glory.



Announcements

Notes for 12th graders: If you would like to write graduation notes to
our 12th graders, feel free to write those and give them to Rachel
Thorne by Sunday, April 26. She will place them in the students’ gift
bags which they will receive during Graduate Night on Sunday, May 3.

Christian Education Enrollments are due this week, by Friday April 24,
2026. If you have any questions, please contact Tim Mustert
at tmustert@intarch.com.

Heartside Spa Day on April 21 will include a vocal performance by
Genesis Chorale. Genesis is an auditioned choir of home-school high
school students from the New York City area. Membership is based on
musical ability, Christian character, and leadership. The group has
traveled throughout the US and to several foreign countries, most
recently Denmark, in July, 2025. This year’'s program, “Bridges,” is a
colorful celebration of worship songs from around the world sung in
original languages and costumes. LaGrave members are welcome to
stop by Spa Day to hear the chorale, which will perform 2 sets
12pm-1:30pm, in the Multipurpose Room.

Art Display: Selections from Versluis’s Fish Series. David M. Versluis is
an artist and retired professor of art at Dordt University. His "Spirit Lake,
lowa: Fish Series” will be on display in the Parlor until May 3.

Next Week’s Worship

Next Sunday Morning is GEMS Sunday, the Sunday when our GEMS
(Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior) help lead the service. Pastor
Jonker will be preaching, and he will preach on the GEMS text,
Deuteronomy 7:19 and their theme, “Walk on Water.”

Next Sunday Evening, Pastor Jonker will preach on Luke 4: 42-44.
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Prayer Concerns

We praise God for his faithfulness to:

e Alex & Megan Baumann (George, Nellie), in the birth of Henry
Rodger on Tuesday, April 14.

e Sarah Bour & Caleb Ronne, who were united in marriage here at
LaGrave on Saturday, March 21.

e Laura Jane Colber, who will celebrate her 92nd birthday on Friday,
April 25.

e Laura & Brian Sutherland (Mary), in the birth of Grace Elizabeth on
Monday, April 13.

e Our mission team, who returned safely from Mexico City last
Sunday, April 12. We thank God for a successful week with so many
answered prayers.

Let us faithfully pray for:

e Ellen Dekker, who is recovering at home after knee replacement
surgery.

e Michael Hoisington, who is in Kuala Lumpur to train and encourage
pastors from over 30 countries around the world, many of whom
need to be refreshed due to difficult circumstances they face.

e Dan Molenbeek, who was hospitalized this week due to spinal
pressure on his nerves causing pain and leg numbness. He is now
receiving physical therapy at home.

e Bill Stroo, who is receiving therapy at the Oaks of Byron Center
following hip replacement surgery.

e Jack VanSledright, who is hospitalized with a blood infection and
pneumonia.

We extend our Christian sympathy to:

e Deb Goris and family, in the death of her husband, Dan Goris, on
Sunday, April 12. His memorial service will be held here at LaGrave
on Thursday, April 23 at 11:00 a.m. with a luncheon to follow. Rev.
Peter Jonker will officiate. Visitation is at Zaagman Memorial
Chapel on Wednesday from 2-4 and 5:30-8:30 p.m.
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Please pray for:

those receiving hospice services — Sylvia Hugen, Bev VandenBosch,
George Zandt

those living with cancer — Joanne Arnoys, Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan,
Andrea Hekman, Jim Krol, Renee Kuiper, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon
VanHouten, Barb Voskuil

those with other continuing needs — JoDell Balodis, Sandy Buter, Cloe
Ann Danford, Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Carole Hoffman,
Sipp Hutton, Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover, Dorothy Ondersma, Steve
Palazzolo, Rich (Mamuani) Postma, Caleb VandenBerg, Millie Vriend,
Joyce Zwiers

those actively serving in the military — Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek
As members of God's family, remember those who navigate life with
mental illness and loved ones who accompany them.

Missionary of the week: Zuni Christian Mission School in Zuni, New
Mexico who give thanks that God's Spirit is moving powerfully in
Zuni. Students, their families, and others in Zuni are curious about
Jesus, and growing in their faith in him. Six people were recently
baptized.

New Member Welcome:

This Sunday we welcome Jim & Beverlee Ludema. Jim transferred his
membership from Fox Valley Presbyterian Church, Geneva, IL.

Thank you:

our heartfelt thanks to the LaGrave congregation for your prayers,
cards, and many expressions of support during these past weeks of
Mamuani’s radiation treatment. ~Rich Postma

Thank you, LaGrave Church family, for your kind words, prayers, and
expressions of comfort following the recent death of Dave Reiffer,
beloved brother of Jim and uncle of Jason. Dave was a man of deep
and abiding faith, and your care and concern have been a great
source of strength to us during this time. With gratitude, Jim and
Marilou Reiffer, Jason and Melissa Reiffer

12



Sunday Volunteers

Assisting This Week: April 19
Security:
8:40: Andrew Schimmel, Jon Pastoor
9:30-11:30: Steve Hoekzema
11:00: Matt Alcumbrack, Colton Alcumbrack
Greeters:
8:40: Sharon Etheridge, Mark & Kristine Huizenga
11:00: Marge Snoeyink, Don & Evonne Plantinga
6:00: Ann VanEerden, Ana VanderVelde
Ushers:

8:40: Sally Jonker, Peter Ackerman, Brad Schaap,
Dave Gebben

11:00: Colton Alcumbrack, Matt Alcumbrack, Matt Scholten,
Luther Ajim
6:00: Brad Post

Assisting Next Week: April 26
Security:
8:40: Nate Versluis, Jake Versluis
9:30-11:30: Harvey DeMaagd
11:00: Doug VanEerden, Eric Bauman
Greeters:
8:40: Garry & Yvonne Ferwerda, Brent & Cindy Busscher
11:00: Evan & Sue Roelofs
6:00: Beth Swagman, Lee Yonkers
Ushers:
8:40: Paul Stuit, Brent Busscher, Tim Walcott, Eli Walcott
11:00: Luther Ajim, Dan Stoffer, Marilyn Rottman,
Jim Oppenhuizen
6:00: Pete Clover
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Calendar

Sunday, April 19

Morning Worship 8:40 AM
10 O'Clock hour 10:00 AM
Congregational Meeting, MPR..........counnceeeens 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Bells Gloria 4:00 PM
Barnabas Group, L 415 PM
7-12 Choir 4:40 PM
CREW, Vault 5:30 PM
MSYG, MPR 5:30 PM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM
Missionary Dinner, Fellowship Hall......................... 7:00 PM
Young Adult Small Group, Parlor ... 715 PM
Monday, April 20
Cake & Ice Cream Hymn Sing, Parlor ... 2:00 PM
Evangelistic Outreach, Library........ne.. 5:30 PM
Finance Committee, Parlor 5:30 PM
Youth Ed Committee, Parlor 6:30 PM
Fellowship Committee, 200 7:00 PM
Tuesday, April 21
Foot Spa, MPR 12:00 PM
Knitting Group, Parlor 1:00 PM
Bells Jubilate 6:15 PM
Spiritual Formation, Library 7:00 PM
Worship Committee, Parlor 7:00 PM
Wednesday, April 22
Men'’s Morning Bible Study 8:00 AM
Wednesday Morning Women'’s Bible Study...9:00 AM
Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study................ 10:00 AM
Intercessory Prayer, Room 200.......cnrercnrecens 115 PM
3-6 Grade Choir 5:15 PM
Grab ‘n Go Meal, MPR 5:45 PM
Faith Journey Bible Study 6:30 PM
GEMS 6:30 PM

Youth Outdoors, Offsite 6:30 PM




Chancel Choir 7:00 PM

Thursday, April 23
Beth Moore and More Bible Study............cu... 9:30 AM
Dan Goris Funeral & Luncheon..........enn. 11:00 AM
New Member Dinner, MPR 5:30 PM
SERVE Committee, Parlor 7:00 PM
Friday, April 24
Men’s Morning Bible Study 8:30 AM
Saturday, April 25
Whitecaps Game, LMCU Ballpark.............. 2:00 PM
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Sermon Notes

LaGrave
Avenue

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

107 La Grave Avenue SE
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503
info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204
www.lagrave.org
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