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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 10:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here.  

As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones. 
 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 
  The Prelude: 
      Partita on Veni Creator Spiritus (Come, O Creator Spirit, Come)
                                                  Larry Visser 
 I     Come as Wind 
 II    Come as the Dew 
 III   Come as Light  
 IV  Come as a Dove  
 
  The Chiming of the Hour 
 
  The Introit:                              
      Come, Holy Spirit, Our Souls Inspire   
                   Gregorian Chant; arr. Healey Willan & Rob Hobgood        
     Come, Holy Spirit, our souls inspire and lighten with celestial fire; thou the 
 anointing Spirit art, who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. Teach us to know 
 the Father, Son, and thee of both, to be but one; that through the ages all 
 along this may be our endless song: Praise to thine eternal merit, Father, 
 Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.   
              
*The Processional Hymn 
 For the Gift of God the Spirit 
 1.  For your gift of God the Spirit, pow’r to make our lives anew, 
      pledge of life and hope of glory, Savior, we would worship 
      you. Crowning gift of resurrection sent from your ascended 
      throne, fullness of the very Godhead, come to make your 
      life our own.  
 

 2. He, himself the living Author, wakes to life the sacred Word, 
      reads with us its holy pages and reveals our risen Lord. He it  
      is who works within us teaching rebel hearts to pray, he 
      whose holy intercessions rise for us both night and day.  
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 3. Father, grant  your Holy Spirit in our hearts may rule today, 
      grieved not, quenched not, but unhindered, work in us his 
      sovereign way. Fill us with your holy fullness, God the    
      Father, Spirit, Son; in us, through us, then forever, shall your 
      perfect will be done.                                                          1987 Psalter Hymnal 416.  
                                          Text: Margaret Clarkson, 1959, 1976, 1984. © 1960, 1976, Margaret Clarkson. 
                                                         Assigned 1987 to Hope Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved. 
                                                                                    Used with permission under OneLicense #707908.  
 
*The Greeting 
   
  The People’s Response: Amen.  
 
  The Welcome 
 

We Humbly Approach God 

     
  The Call to Confession: Ezekiel 37: 1-6 
 
  The Prayer of Confession 
  Dear God, We confess that we have sinned against your law 
  and we have failed to do your will. 
  We have become rigid, dry, selfish, and bitter. 
  Lord, send your Holy Spirit to rain upon our dry and dusty lives 
  and wash away our sins. 
  Send your Holy Spirit to kindle within us the fire of your love so 
  that our selfishness and bitterness may be burned away. 
  With your warmth bend our rigidity, 
  And guide our wandering feet in paths of peace. Amen. 
 
  The Assurance of Forgiveness: John 20: 19-22 
 
*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 746: 1-2 
 Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God 
 
 *The Affirmation of Faith:  
 At Pentecost, promises old and new are fulfilled. 
 The ascended Jesus becomes the baptizer, 
 drenching his followers with his Spirit, creating a new 
 community where Father, Son, and Holy Spirit make their home. 
 Revived and filled with the breath of God, 
 women and men, young and old, 
 dream dreams and see visions. 
 The Spirit renews our hearts and moves us to faith, 
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 leads us into truth, and helps us to pray, 
 stands by us in our need, and makes our obedience fresh  and 
 vibrant. 
 God the Spirit lavishes gifts on the church 
 in astonishing variety— prophecy, encouragement, healing, 
 teaching, service, tongues, discernment— equipping each 
 member to build up the body of Christ and to serve our 
 neighbors.                                             Our World Belongs to God Paragraphs 28 & 29 
 
*The Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 746: 3 
 Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God 
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
  The Pastoral Prayer  
 
  The Anthem:   

     Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song     John Ferguson 
 Like the murmur of the dove’s song, like the challenge of her flight, like the 
 vigor of the wind’s rush, like the new flame’s eager might: Come, Holy Spirit, 
 come. 
  
 To the members of Christ’s Body, to the branches of the Vine, to the Church 
 in faith assembled, to her midst as gift and sign: Come, Holy Spirit, come.  
 
 With the healing of division, with the ceaseless voice of prayer, with the 
 power to love and witness with the peace beyond compare: Come, Holy 
 Spirit, come.          Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. © 1969, Text © 1982 by Hope Publishing Company.  
              Used with permission under OneLicense # 707908 
 
  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 

 

  The Offertory:  
    Holy Spirit, Truth Divine                                           Gordon Young 
 
*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.    
                               
  The Children’s Message 
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.   
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God Speaks to Us  

   
  The Sung Prayer of Illumination:  
 Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, that I 
 may love the way you love, and do what you would do.  
 

 Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure, until my 
 will is one with yours, to do and to endure.                                    LUYH 747 
 
  The Scripture: Ephesians 4: 17-32 (p. 1818)  
 concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: Portraits of Pentecost  
 
  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 

We Go in His Peace 

 
*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 864: 1-4, 6 
 Holy Spirit, Truth Divine  
 
*The Benediction    
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
*The Choral Amen 
 
*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 
*The Postlude:  
    Partita on Veni Creator Spiritus (Come, O Creator Spirit, Come) 
 V   Come as Fire                 Larry Visser 
 

  Rev. Peter Jonker.......................................................................................................... minister 
  Rachel Thorne .................................................................................................................. liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................................... organist 
  Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ...................................................................... director 
  David Versluis & Rachel Rynbrandt ........................... Cross and Bible bearers 
 

Banners & Paraments: Pentecost closes the Easter Season and 
symbolizes a new beginning with the coming of the Holy Spirit. Red is 
the traditional liturgical color for Pentecost. The dancing flames 
symbolize the Holy Spirit which came as “…what seemed to be tongues 
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of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them”. (Acts 2:3 
NIV) The church celebrates Christ’s fulfillment of his promise to send 
his Spirit and grows in its understanding of its mission to spread to 
the world the good news of the gospel. 
Music at LaGrave: John Ferguson (1941-2025) combined a career of 
teaching organ at St. Olaf College and composing music for the 
church. Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song is a Pentecost hymn text 
authored by Carl P. Daw, Jr., a preeminent hymn text writer of our 
time. John Witvliet writes: “The first stanza explores how the Spirit 
comes: like a murmuring dove, like the wind, like a flame. The second 
describes to whom the Spirit comes: the church. The third explains 
why the Spirit comes: to empower reconciliation, prayer, witness, and 
peace.” Ferguson uses trills and rapids notes in the accompaniment 
to the first stanza and at the conclusion to mimic the fluttering wings 
of a dove. 
The flowers on the reredos today are given by Curt and Ruth Witte in 
celebration of the lives of Rev. Wilmer and Ruth Witte and their 
daughter Gayla. Thanks be to God for all of those in our lives that 
have shown us the way. 
The May special offering is for Safe Haven Ministries, which is a 
shelter providing counseling, support groups, case management and 
legal advocacy for domestically abused women and children.  
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2 & 3s & Nursery will be provided today. There is NO Children’s  
Worship today.  
 

This Evening, we will not hold worship in the sanctuary, but will have 
Vespers instead, a service of song and prayer, in the Parlor. Please 
park in the main lot and enter through the west canopy doors for this 
service.  

Young Adult Small Group 
Sunday Nights, May 17-July 5 
Our book is Every Good Endeavor by Timothy Keller. Join us tonight at 
6pm in the Parlor as we strive to build community through healthy 
discussion and purposeful connection. Books are available for $5. Text 
Austin Kanis or email Heidi Glover with questions.  

Today 

Next Sunday Morning (10:00am) we will start our summer sermon 
series. This summer our sermons will all be drawn from the parts of 
the Bible that are considered Wisdom Literature. These are Bible 
books and Bible passages that address the practicalities of living in 
God's world. Pastor Jonker will begin the series with a sermon on 
Proverbs 1:1-7 where the teacher of Proverbs shares with us the place 
where wisdom starts. 

Next Sunday Evening Pastor Jonker will preach on Acts 17:16-34 

 

 

Next Week’s Worship 
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Gardening with Heartside Neighbors  
Tuesday, May 26 at 10:00am  
We are looking for a few helping hands to assemble garden beds on 
Tuesday. These beds will be used for the joint garden shared by 
LaGrave women and Heartside women. If you are available, we'd love 
your help! Bring your own tools or use the church's. We are also looking 
for someone willing to pick up soil and deliver it to the church Tuesday. 
If you have access to a truck, this would be a big help in getting the 
garden ready! Thank you for supporting this project. If interested, email  
ashleigh@lagrave.org. Looking for ways to get involved at LaGrave or 
with our community partners? Check out our website 
www.lagrave.org/get-involved.  

Missionary Open House 
Wednesday, May 27 at 6:00pm 
LaGrave will host an open house featuring Arbin & Bimala Pokharel, 
missionaries LaGrave supports through our Mission Committee. Their 
ministry in Nepal includes mobilizing church planters, seminary  
teaching, and serving trafficked women through entrepreneurship. 
Supper and dessert will be included. Don’t miss this opportunity to  
engage with our missionaries in person. 
CREW/College/Career Cookout in the Courtyard 
Wednesday, May 27 at 6:30pm  
Calling all Crew (9th-12th), College/Career Adults: Join us for 
a Cookout from 6:30-8:00pm. Burgers, hotdogs, and milkshakes on the 
menu. Text Rachel or Heidi for questions or to let us know you'll be 
there. Come for a time of fellowship and community.  

Visitors Coffee 
Sunday, May 31 at 11:00am 
Calling all visitors, those who regularly attend and those who have 
been members less than two years! You are invited to a special coffee 
following the morning worship service next Sunday in the Parlor. This 
will be a great opportunity to connect with others, meet people you do 
not know or catch up with some familiar people. Even if you have 
come to this coffee before, we would love to have you return.  

LaGrave Night Out 
Wednesday, June 3 from 6:30-8:30pm 
The next LaGrave Night Out is at Founders on Wednesday, June 3 from 
6:30-8:30pm. This is a great way to meet people if you are new to 

Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code for more information or to sign-up 

Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code for more information or to 
sign-up 
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LaGrave or have been around awhile. Come when you can; stay as 
long as you want. Contact Heidi 616-437-6830 or Cindy 616-481-7071 
with questions. 

Heartside Women Who Care Event 
Wednesday, June 17 at 8:15am 
The next Heartside Women Who Care event is at LaGrave from  
8:15-9:30am. This time of learning, fellowship and giving will include 
continental breakfast and presentations from ICCF, The Downtown 
Food Pantry at Westminster and Covenant House of West  
Michigan. There will be an opportunity to financially support one or 
more of the presented projects with a $50 cash or check donation 
($25 student rate). Matching funds for your donations are available 
through the Loeks Fund for Women. Consider inviting a friend or  
neighbor to join us at this event. 
Save these summer fellowship dates!  
Watch for more details and signups coming soon. 
There is more information on each of these events on our website: 
www.lagrave.org 
• Craig's Cruiser's:  All are invited to this church-wide event on 

Wednesday, July 15 from 5-8pm. Cost is $10 per person which 
includes a full dinner buffet in our own space and 4 attractions.  

• LaGrave Golf Outing: Plan on attending this 3rd annual event at 
Boulder Creek on August 1. 

• LaGrave Women:  Women of ALL ages are invited to Deep Roots 
Farm on Thursday, Aug. 6 from 7-8:30pm to enjoy a special time 
among sunflowers.  

• LaGrave Men: Post high-school men are invited to the Men's  
Adventure Weekend September 11-13 in Arcadia. Cost to attend is 
$50.  

• LaGrave Women: Post high-school women are invited to the 
Women's Fellowship Weekend Oct. 9-11 at Stafford's Perry Hotel in 
Petoskey. 
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Chapel Update: The Chapel renovation is scheduled to be complete 
by the end of June. Until then, if the Sanctuary is full, you can find  
overflow seating with livestream in the MPR.   
Morning Service & Summer Office Hours: Today we will begin our 
summer schedule with one morning service at 10:00am. Overflow 
parking will be available again in Trinity’s lot (enter off LaGrave Ave). 
Summer office hours begin this week, with the office being closed on 
Fridays. The office hours Monday-Thursday will stay 8:30am-4:30pm.  
Lost & Found: Are you missing a jacket or water bottle or anything 
else? Check the lost and found box and the jackets in the main coat 
room. Items will be donated at the end of June if not claimed.   
The deacons would like to thank the congregation for their generous 
and faithful support of the benevolence fund. The fund is used to  
provide assistance to those who are experiencing financial strains, for 
a variety of reasons. Please contact your district deacon, or any other 
member of the pastoral staff with whom you are comfortable, if a  
financial need arises that you would like to discuss confidentially.  
Library Volunteers Needed: We need high school age & older  
volunteers for the library for about 10-15 minutes before and after our 
morning worship services. The main duty is checking out books for our 
members. Computer training will be provided. For information or if you 
are interested, contact Bob Otte: Robert.otte@att.net or 616-206-8919. 
Summer Connecting Groups with Heartside Women: Through the 
generous support of The Loeks Fund, LaGrave women will have the 
opportunity to connect with neighbors through activities including 
gardening, crocheting/knitting, card-making, creative writing, flower 
arranging and pickleball. Time commitment is 2 hours per week, for  
3-8 weeks. Interested in learning more or to signup, contact Ashleigh 
Ponstein (one of our summer Loeks interns) Ashleigh@lagrave.org or 
calling the church office on Mondays/Tuesdays.  
The Worship Arts Committee is coordinating a Youth Art Exhibit  
entitled, “Inspirations.” This exhibit is open to all ages 4-18 within our 
congregation. The show will launch on Sunday, September 27 in the 
Parlor with an opening reception. Any questions about this exhibit, 
please email Yvonne VanEe, vanee.yvonne@gmail.com.  
Thank you for remembering to wear your LaGrave name tag each 
Sunday! If you lost your nametag, please submit a request for a new 
one on the Ipad located at the welcome desk (click on the icon that 
says “request a nametag”).  

Announcements  
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We praise God for his faithfulness to:  
• Bob Stuit, who will celebrate his 93rd birthday on Friday, May 29. 

Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Steve Gibson, who is recovering from knee replacement surgery.  
• Barb Jansen, who had shoulder surgery on Tuesday, May 19.  
• Dorothy Ondersma, who is now receiving care at Trillium Woods. 
• Marlene Padding, who had surgery after breaking her ankle last 

week and anticipates inpatient rehab. 
• Ray Pater, who remains at Trinity due to complications after 

abdominal surgery.  
• Jack VanSledright, who had a procedure to remove blood clots. 
• Barb Voskuil, who has returned home after being hospitalized for 

the installation of a pacemaker. 
• Joy Winkle, who is recovering at Holland Hospital after abdominal 

surgery. 

We extend our Christian sympathy to:  
• Bev & Pete Clover and Tim & Stephanie Clover, in the death of 

brother and uncle, Ken DeRuiter, in Falmouth, MI. 

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Sylvia Hugen, Cecil Lawson, Bev 
VandenBosch, Lorrie VanderArk, George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Joanne Arnoys, Dan Beimers, Jolene DeHeer, 
Marsha Haan, Jim Krol, Renee Kuiper, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten 
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Carole Hoffman, Sipp Hutton, 
Harris Kiekover, Dan Molenbeek, Steve Palazzolo, Rich & Mamuani 
Postma, Millie Vriend, Joyce Zwiers 
those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  
as members of God’s family, remember those who face significant 
medical decisions, including those who need skilled end-of-life. 

Missionary of the week:  Joshua & Virginia Ham, who serve in Bible 
translation with Wycliffe in Cameroon. They give thanks for translation 
teams that are making good progress, but also request prayer for one 
team that is struggling. 

Prayer Concerns 
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Sunday Volunteers 
Assisting This Week: May 24 
 Security:  
 10:00: Jeff Konyndyk, Grant Konyndyk, Karel deWaal Malefyt 
 Greeters:  
 10:00: Denise DeGraaf, Barbara Verduin 
 Ushers:  
 10:00: Brad Schaap, Sally Jonker, Karel deWaal Malefyt 
 

Assisting Next  Week: May 31 
 Security:  
 10:00: Leo Christner, Mark Christner, Ryan Hekman 
 Greeters:  
 10:00: Thelma & Galen Meyer, Beth Swagman 
  6:00: John & Shelly Schat 
 Ushers:  
 10:00: Brad Schaap, Matt Alcumbrack, Eli Walcott 
  6:00:  John Dekker 

Calendar 
Sunday, May 24 
 Morning Worship ............................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Vespers, Parlor .................................................................... 6:00 PM 
Monday, May 25 
 Memorial Day, Office Closed 
Tuesday, May 26 
 Historical Committee ..................................................... 9:30 AM 
Wednesday, May 27 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study ..........................................8:00 AM 
 Ruth DeWinter Funeral ...................................................11:00 AM 
 Intercessory Prayer, Room 200.................................... 1:15 PM 
 Missionary Open House, MPR .................................... 6:00 PM 
 Cookout in the Courtyard ............................................ 6:30 PM 
 Chancel Choir ....................................................................  7:00 PM 
Thursday, May 28 
 SERVE Committee, 200 ................................................... 7:00 PM  


