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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 8:40 & 11:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here.  

As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones. 
 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 
  The Prelude: 
      The Church’s One Foundation    David Blackwell, Richard Hudson, Michael Helman 
 I Love Your Church, O God               Flor Peeters, David Lowe 
 
  The Chiming of the Hour 
 
  The Introit:                              
      I Was Glad (8:40)                K. Lee Scott     
     I was glad, I was glad when they said unto me, “Let us go to the house of 
 the Lord.” Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. Let us go to 
 the house of the Lord. I was glad, I was glad!                                   Psalm 122: 1-2 
 
     King of Kings, Lord of Lords (11:00)                                 
 King of kings and Lord of lords, glory, hallelujah! Jesus, Prince of Peace, glory 
 hallelujah!                        Words: Sophie Conty and Naomi Batya, © 1980 Marantha! Music 
                                           Used with permission under CCLI #461624 
                
*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 46 
 How Lovely, Lord, How Lovely  
 
 
*The Greeting—concluded with: 
  Christ is risen! 
  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
  The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 

     
  The Call to Confession: Mark 10: 42-45 
 
  The Prayer of Confession and Assurance 
 
*The Hymn of Commitment:  
 Lord, whose love through humble service bore the weight of 
 human need, who upon the cross, forsaken, offered 
 mercy’s perfect deed; we, your servants, bring the worship 
 not of voice alone, but heart, consecrating to your purpose 
 every gift that you impart.                                                  Worship & Rejoice 575: 1 
 
  The Installation of Office-bearers 
 8:40: Elders-Kris Huizenga, Marge Penning, Ben DeGraaf,  
  Heidi VanSledright 
          Deacons-Dave Becksvoort, Ben Nagel, Bethany Stacey 
 
 11:00: Elders-Ruth Bylsma, John Rottman 
           Deacons-Mitch Schroder, Robin Hollebeek, Chris Witte 
 
 *The Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended to heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From there he will come to judge the living and  the dead.  
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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 *The Response: Worship & Rejoice 541: 1, 4 
 Church of God, Elect and Glorious  
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 

 
  The Children’s Message 
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.   
 
  The Pastoral Prayer  
 
  The Anthem:   

     God of Great and God of Small (8:40)     Natalie Sleeth 
 God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, God of weak and 
 God of strong, God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, Alleluia, praised be 
 thy name. God of land and sky and sea, God of life and destiny, God of 
 never-ending power, yet beside me every hour, Alleluia, Alleluia, praised be 
 thy name. God of silence, God of sound, God in whom the lost are found, 
 God of day and darkest night, God whose love turns wrong to right, God of 
 heaven and God of earth, God of death and God of birth, God of now and 
 days before, God who reigns forever more, Alleluia, Alleluia, praised be thy 
 name.                               Words: Natalie Sleeth. © MCMLXXIII by Carl Fischer, Inc, New York 
               Used with permission under OneLicense #707908  
 
     Greater Love Hath No Man (11:00)                                           John Ireland 
 Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it. Love is 
 strong as death. Many waters cannot quench love, greater love hath no 
 man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Who his own self 
 bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sin, should 
 live unto righteousness. Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified, in 
 the name of the Lord Jesus; ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
 a holy nation, that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called 
 you out of darkness into his marvelous light. I beseech you, brethren, by the 
 mercies of God, that ye present your bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, 
 acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.                                                    
                                 Song of Songs 8:6, 7a, John 15:13, I Peter 2:24, I Cor. 6:11b, I Peter 2:9, Romans 12:1. 
 
  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 

 
  The Offertory:  
    Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak                   Raymond H. Haan 
 O use me, Lord, use even me, just as you will, and when,  
 and where until your blessed face I see, your rest, your joy, your glory share.  
 
*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.           
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God Speaks to Us 

  
 The Scripture: Acts 11: 19-30 (p. 1710),  
 concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
  The Sermon: What’s Good About the Church 
 
  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 

We Go in His Peace 
 
*The Closing Hymn: Worship & Rejoice 332 
 Let Every Christian Pray 
 
*The Benediction  
 
*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 
*The Organ Amen (8:40) 
 
*The Choral Amen (11:00) 
 
*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  
 
*The Postlude:  
    Built on a Rock, the Church Shall Stand                      David Cherwien 
 

  Rev. Peter Jonker.......................................................................................................... minister 
  Chad Boorsma ................................................................................................................ liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................................... organist  
  3-6 Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood .................................................................. director (8:40) 
  Littles Choir, Jess Hollenbach .............................................................. director (11:00)  
  Dr. Rob Hobgood .............................................................................. accompanist (11:00) 
  Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood ...................................................... director (11:00) 
  Zach Kruyf .......................................................................................... anthem soloist (11:00)  
  Carmen Day & Ben Kosters ............................. Cross and Bible bearers (8:40) 
  Celine & Olivia Alcumbrack ............................ Cross and Bible bearers (11:00) 

Banners & Paraments: The liturgical season of Easter is the fifty days 
from Easter to Pentecost. The white, gold, and crystals used in the 
paraments and banners reflect the glory of the resurrection. Jesus 
Christ, the King of Kings, has won the victory over sin and death! 
Music at LaGrave: John Ireland’s (1879-1962) Greater Love Hath No 
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Man is a staple in the English Cathedral choral repertoire. The words 
he selected to set to music are a collection of Old and New Testament 
passages: Song of Songs 8:6, 7a, John 15:13, I Peter 2:24, I Cor. 6:11b, I 
Peter 2:9, and Romans 12:1. As the music unfolds, there are moments of 
serenity that blossom into glorious climaxes, notably on the words 
“Into his marvelous light.” A soloist sings the text of I Peter 2:24 in the 
middle of the anthem. The organ accompaniment and the choral 
parts are of equal importance. The anthem concludes in a prayerful 
manner, reflecting the words of Romans 12:1. 
The flowers on the reredos today are given by William Stroo, Tom 
and Heidi Glover, and Dirk, Maria, and Phoebe Glover in loving 
memory of Marilyn Stroo, who 10 years ago, May 7, 2016, joined the 
heavenly band playing in either the percussion section or the organ.  
The May special offering is for Safe Haven Ministries, which is a 
shelter providing counseling, support groups, case management and 
legal advocacy for domestically abused women and children.  

 
Middle School: 
Celine Elise Alcumbrack, West Side Christian 
Lucas Batts, Grand Rapids Christian 
Clara Becksvoort, Grand Haven Christian 
Isabelle Elenbaas, Grand Rapids Christian 
Charlotte Heeringa, Calvin Christian 
Libby Kuiper, Forest Hills Eastern 
Ellery Landheer, Grand Rapids Christian 
Isaac Manion, Grand Rapids Christian 
Natalie Oosterhouse, Hudsonville Christian 
Kayla Reiffer, Ada Christian 
Ethan Schimmel, NorthPointe Christian 
Rhys Scholten, NorthPointe Christian 
Quinn Sharda, Grand Rapids Christian  
Gabriel Stuit, Ada Christian 
Caleb VandenBerg, North Rockford 

High School: 
Olivia Ackerman, Calvin Christian 
Lily Batts, Grand Rapids Christian 

Congratulations Graduates! 
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Victoria Blackport, East Grand Rapids 
Nathaniel Bolkema, Calvin Christian 
Caitlin Brown, East Grand Rapids 
Lillian deWaal Malefyt, Unity Christian 
Mason Elliott, Calvin Christian  
Madison Landheer, Grand Rapids Christian 
Arie Nol, Grand Rapids Christian 
Ike Ondersma, Grand Rapids Christian 
Isabella Redder, Grand Rapids Christian 
Ethan Snapper, Caledonia 
Moe VandenHeuvel, South Christian 
Ruby VanHaitsma, Calvin Christian 

Bachelor’s Degree: 
Lucy Bronkema, Calvin University 
 Elementary and Special Education 
Jonathan Curlee, Calvin University 
 Religion and Philosophy 
Ian Day, GRCC Secchia Institute for Culinary Education  
 Culinary Arts Assoc. with Baking & Pastry Certificate 
Ben Kosters, Calvin University  
 Computer Science 
Rafael Pewee, Grand Valley State University 
 Public Relations, Advertising, Applied Communication 
Hans Pruis, Calvin University 
 Science in Accounting 
Chad Scholtens, Calvin University 
 Philosophy and Music 
Nadia Speulstra, Dordt University 
 Science in Biology with Chemistry Minor 
Nico Speulstra, Lipscomb University 
 Science in Cybersecurity 
Josh VandeGriend, Calvin University 
 Psychology, Neuroscience concentration 
Briana VanderVelde, University of Michigan 
 Science in Engineering for Environmental Engineering  
Jack Walsh, Liberty University 
 Business Administration and Data Analytics 
Alexandra White, Calvin University 
 Engineering 
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Happening today  
between the morning services: 

 

• Nursery (ages 0-3) - 2s/3s Room 
• Littles Choir (ages 4-2nd grade) - Junior Choir Room 
• Church School  
 3rd/4th grade— Room 221 
 5th/6th grade— Room 218/220 
 7th/8th grade— Room 219  
 9th/10th grade— Room 200 
 11th/12th grade— Room 214 
• Coffee, Fellowship, Puzzles & Games: All are welcome in the MPR. 
• Mexico City Mission Team Presentation: The Mexico Team is  

excited to share with you what they experienced in Mexico City 
April 4-11. Don't miss their presentation in the Fellowship Hall.  
Refreshments will be provided.  

• Spiritual Discipline Study:  Rachel Thorne leads us in this all-ages 
multi-session study based on the curriculum “Practicing the Way” 
by John Mark Comer.  We’ll meet in Room 200, and books are 
available (but optional) for $5.    

• Please Note! The Global Concerns Prayer Time  will not take 
place this month, but will resume again next month.  

 

Coming to the 10 O’Clock Hour: 
 

• Presentation from the Cuba Committee: Join us next Sunday for 
a presentation by artist and Cuban pastor Manuel Gallardo from 
Calvin Seminary on the current state of Christianity in Cuba.  
Manuel is a Cuban native who engaged in pastoral ministry for a 
seminary training program in Cuba and is currently in a doctrinal 
study program at Calvin Seminary. His artwork was featured in 
the Sanctuary during Lent.   

• Mission Spotlight: On May 17, we'll welcome Crossroads Prison 
Ministries. Crossroads connects people inside prison with mentors 
on the outside so that people in prison know they aren’t forgotten. 
Hear about how unlikely friendships develop and the Spirit grows 
within the partnership when two people with completely different 
backgrounds exchange letters and study the Bible together.   

• Special Coffee for Military Families: In recognition of Military  
Appreciation Month, there will be a special coffee for service 
members, veterans and their families. This will take place in the 
Parlor on Sunday, May 17, during the 10 o’clock Hour.    



 9 

 

 

 
 

National Day of Prayer Service  
Thursday,  May 7 from 12:00-12:45pm 
LaGrave is participating in a Classis-wide prayer service at 
Community CRC. Join us for a time of scripture reflection, singing, and 
prayer for unity, repentance, and the spreading of God's glory. 

Organ Recital 
Friday, May 8 at 7:00pm 
Dr. Damin Spritzer, an internationally recognized organist and currently 
a professor of organ at Oklahoma University, will present a solo organ 
recital in the sanctuary. Plan now to attend and hear this outstanding 
artist perform music by Tournemire, Bach, Howells Wright, and a  
variety of American organ composers. 
Moms’ Fellowship: Mom’s Night Out 
Friday, May 15 at 6:30pm 
All moms are invited for an evening of fellowship and appetizers with 
Moms’ Fellowship at The Winchester (648 Wealthy St SE, GR). Patio 
seating has been reserved. RSVP to Alisha Doezema: 616-745-9834. 
Moms’ Fellowship will not meet in the morning on May 15.   

 

Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR code for more information or to 
sign-up 

2 & 3s, Children’s Worship & Nursery will be provided today.  

This Evening, our worship service begins at 5:30pm. It is Graduate 
Night, so there will be a part of the service where we honor our 12th 
grade graduates. Rachel Thorne will give the message and this will 
fulfill requirements for her Master of Divinity studies at Fuller  
Theological Seminary.  

After the service, you are invited to attend an all church Koinonia 
Meal in the MPR. We will celebrate our graduates with Qdoba along 
with a variety of homemade desserts. Following the meal, a paper 
airplane throwing contest will be held in the Sanctuary. 

 

Today 
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Save these summer fellowship dates!  
Watch for more details and signups coming soon:  
• LaGrave Night Out: The next LaGrave Night Out is at Founders on 

Wednesday, June 3 from 6:30-8:30pm. Whether you are new to 
LaGrave or have been around awhile, this casual night is a great 
way to meet people. Come when you can; stay as long as you 
want. Order dinner or simply drop by to say hello. Contact Heidi at 
616-437-6830 or Cindy at 616-481-7071 with questions. 

• Craig's Cruiser's:  All are invited to this church-wide event on 
Wednesday, July 15 from 5-8pm. Cost is $10 per person which 
includes a full dinner buffet and four attractions. Please come 
even if you do not want to participate in the activities. We will all 
enjoy dinner together in our own space. 

• LaGrave Golf Outing: Plan on attending this 3rd annual event at 
Boulder Creek on August 1! Following lunch, there will be  
opportunities to golf either 9 holes for $39 or 18 holes for $65 

• LaGrave Women:  Women of ALL ages are invited to Deep Roots 
Farm on Thursday, Aug. 6 from 7-8:30pm to enjoy a special time 
among sunflowers! Thanks to the generous Loeks Fund, you will 
hear tips on how to cut flowers, pick a few sunflowers to take home 
and enjoy a special treat at this local farm. Cost to attend is $10. 

• LaGrave Men: Post high-school men are invited to the Men's  
Adventure Weekend planned for September 11-13 in Arcadia, 
between beautiful Arcadia Lake and Lake Michigan. Cost to attend 
is $50. Food is provided; bring your own camping (tent/trailer) and 
sleeping gear. Join others in whatever adventure you choose. Past 
activities include golfing, hiking, biking, clay shooting, kayaking, 
fishing, 4 wheeling, reading and more. 

• LaGrave Women: Post high-school women are invited to the 
Women's Fellowship Weekend Oct. 9-11 at Stafford's Perry Hotel in 
Petoskey. Come for a time of fellowship, fun, meeting new friends 
and connecting with all. Enjoy dinners and breakfast together, time 
on Saturday to do what you would enjoy and end the weekend 
with a worship service on Sunday.   

 

Next Week’s Worship 

Next Sunday Morning, Rev. Kristy Manion will preach on Genesis 11 and 
we will celebrate baptisms at the 11:00 service.  

Next Sunday Evening Chad Boorsma will preach as we will conclude 
the Easter season by looking at Luke 24:36-49, a passage where 
doubt is whittled away as our eyes are opened to the Word.  
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Calling all men to sing:  All men (7th grade and older) are invited to 
come sing with the men of the Chancel Choir on Sunday, May 10th at 
the 8:40 service. Rehearsal will be on Wednesday night, May 6 from 
6:30 to 6:55 in the Junior Choir room. We would ask that you make it 
this rehearsal. If interested, please contact Rob Hobgood at  
rhobgood@lagrave.org. 
Special Offering: On Sunday, May 17, 2026, there will be a special  
collection for Henry Beets Mission Society (HBMS). This is the first of 3 
annual special collections for HBMS. HBMS is not part of the LaGrave 
budget but is solely funded through your financial contributions,  
special collections, estate and memorial gifts. You can financially 
support HBMS at any time by using the designated yellow budget  
envelope, by check written to HBMS or through Elexio. You may also 
consider including HBMS in your estate plan. Thank you for your  
continued financial support. 
The Worship Arts Committee of LaGrave is coordinating a Youth Art 
Exhibit entitled, “Inspirations”. This exhibit is open to all youth, ages 4
-18 within our congregation. We are announcing our intentions now so 
artwork can be set aside or created between now and September. The 
show will launch on Sunday, September 27 in the Parlor with an  
opening reception.  
Youth Art Workshop for children ages 4 and Kindergarten to 6th 
grade on Wednesday, May 20 is from 6:30-7:30 with a pizza supper 
before the workshop. Former art educator and workshop facilitator, 
Caitlyn Tetreault, will guide the youth in the creation of their artwork. 
Artwork from this evening can be featured in the Youth Art Exhibit 
mentioned above in September.  
Did you know LaGrave has multiple spaces, other than the Sanctuary, 
where you can participate in the worship service? The Library has 
sound streamed into it and the MPR, Chapel, Parlor, Room 200, Nursing 
Mom's Room, and Active Sensory Room have sound and livestream. 
We hope you can find a place to enjoy the worship service.   
 

Announcements  
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We praise God for his faithfulness to:  
• Charlie Kornoelje and Will Sattler, who made their public 

profession of faith last Sunday, April 26.  
• Allison & Noah Lubben (Payton), in the birth of Josie Gabriela, on 

Thursday, March 5. 

Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Jolene DeHeer, who has been diagnosed with chronic 

myelomonocytic leukemia and will begin weekly treatments to 
grow more red blood cells.  

• Ruth DeWinter, who is growing significantly weaker due to issues 
with her heart.  

• Ray Pater, who is at Mary Free Bed for rehab after abdominal 
surgery.  

• Bill Stroo, who is continuing therapy at the Oaks of Byron Center.  

We extend our Christian sympathy to:  
• Larry & Dawn Bos, in the death of Larry’s brother in law, Jim Spring, 

on Saturday, April 25. 
• Frank & Kerrie Doezema, Kara & Chris VerMeulen (Alexandra, 

Anneka, Charlotte), in the death of Frank’s sister in law, Mary 
Doezema, on Saturday, April 25.  

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Sylvia Hugen, Bev VandenBosch, 
George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Joanne Arnoys, Dan Beimers, Marsha Haan, 
Andrea Hekman, Jim Krol, Renee Kuiper, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon 
VanHouten, Barb Voskuil  

those with other continuing needs – JoDell Balodis, Sandy Buter, Cloe 
Ann Danford, Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Carole Hoffman, 
Sipp Hutton, Larry Kerkstra, Harris Kiekover, Dan Molenbeek, Dorothy 
Ondersma, Steve Palazzolo, Rich (Mamuani) Postma, Caleb 
VandenBerg, Millie Vriend, Joyce Zwiers 
those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  

Prayer Concerns 
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As members of God’s family, remember those who are surviving in 
abusive relationships; those considering how to seek help; and those 
who are overcoming past experiences of abuse or violence. 

Missionary of the week:  Scott & Jenn Miedema, serving with Young 
Life, based in the Dominican Republic. Pray for God’s presence and 
guidance this week as they join 40 YL leaders from various countries, 
gathering for prayer, reflection, and direction-setting.  
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Assisting This Week: May 3 
 Security:  
 8:40: Dave Versluis, Tim Walcott 
 9:30-11:30: Zach Kruyf 
 11:00: Jeff Scholtens, Chad Scholtens 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Galen & Thelma Meyer, Mark & Kris Huizenga 
  11:00: Sharon Etheridge, Andy & Becca VandeGriend 
  6:00: Rebecca Gates 
 Ushers:     
  8:40: James VanHekken, Ben DeGraaf, Brad Schaap,  
           John Schat 
  11:00: Kris Andrus, Sam Schat, Mitchell Schroder 
  6:00: Brad Schaap   
 

Assisting Next  Week: May 10 
 Security:  
 8:40: Charles VanEerden, Doug VanBeek 
 9:30-11:30: Tom Oostema 
 11:00: Matt Alcumbrack, Colton Alcumbrack 
 Greeters:  
  8:40: Brooke Elenbaas Family, Sharon Etheridge 
  11:00: Ann VanEerden, Jack & Deb Nuiver 
  6:00: Alberta Gordon, Jae Loucks 

Sunday Volunteers 
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Calendar 
Sunday, May 3 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 8:40 AM 
 10 O’Clock hour .................................................................. 10:00 AM 
 Morning Worship ............................................................... 11:00 AM 
 Bells Gloria.............................................................................. 4:00 PM 
 7-12 Choir ................................................................................ 4:40 PM  
 Evening Worship ................................................................. 5:30 PM 
 Koinonia Dinner................................................................... 6:30 PM 
 Young Adult Small Group, Parlor ...............................7:15 PM 
Monday, May 4 
 Spa Day Planning Group ............................................... 1:00 PM 
 Executive Committee, Parlor ...................................... 4:00 PM 
Tuesday, May 5 
 Knitting Group, Parlor ....................................................... 1:00 PM 
 Welcoming Committee, Parlor ................................. 4:30 PM 
 Bells Jubilate .......................................................................... 6:15 PM 
Wednesday, May 6 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study ......................................... 8:00 AM 
 Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study .... 9:00 AM 
 Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study ............... 10:00 AM 
 Intercessory Prayer, Room 200 .................................... 1:15 PM 
 3-6 Grade Choir .................................................................. 5:15 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study ............................................. 6:30 PM 
 Chancel Choir .....................................................................  7:00 PM 
Thursday, May 7 
 Facilities Committee, Parlor........................................ 4:00 PM 
Friday, May 8 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study ......................................... 8:30 AM 
 Organ Recital ....................................................................... 7:00 PM 
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107 La Grave Avenue SE 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503 

info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204 

www.lagrave.org 


