CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

Morning Worship

May 31,2026 | 10:00 a.m.
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Order of Worship

Morning Worship [ 10:00 AM

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a
time of prayer and meditation

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.
We are glad you are here.
As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones.

God Calls Us to Worship

The Prelude:
Andantino César Franck
The One Is Blest, Who Fearing God (Psalm 1) Leo Sowerby

The Chiming of the Hour

The Introit:
Come, All Who Fear the Lord God
Come, all who fear the Lord God, O saints, your voices raise. Come, stand in
awe before him and sing his glorious praise. You lowly and afflicted who on
his word rely, your heart shall live for ever; the Lord will satisfy.

Both high and low shall worship, both strong and weak shall bend.

A faithful church shall serve him till generations end. His praise shall be
recounted to nations yet to be. The triumphs of his justice a newborn world
shall see.

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 579
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

*The Greeting

The People’s Response: Amen.

The Welcome



We Humbly Approach God

The Call to Confession: Proverbs 16: 9

The Prayer of Confession: Based on Psalm 119: 33-40
Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees,
that I may follow it to the end.
Give me understanding, so that | may keep your law
and obey it with all my heart.
Direct me in the path of your commands,
for there I find delight.
Turn my heart toward your statutes
and not toward selfish gain.
Turn my eyes away from worthless things;
preserve my life according to your word.
Fulfill your promise to your servant,
so that you may be feared.
Take away the disgrace | dread,
for your laws are good.
How | long for your precepts!
In your righteousness preserve my life.

The Assurance of Forgiveness: Psalm 37: 5-6

*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 548:1-4, 6
My God, How Wonderful You Are

We Celebrate God'’s Faithfulness

The Meaning of Baptism
The Baptismal Vows

The Baptisms
Joanie Lou Schat, daughter of Sam & Payton Schat
Prayer Partner: Marlene Padding
Grace Elizabeth Sutherland, daughter of
Laura & Brian Sutherland
Prayer Partners: John & Marcia Pylman
Arlo Vincent Venezia, son of Ray & Jenna Venezia
Prayer Partners: Eric & Amy VandenBerg



The Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 946: 1
Go, My Children, With My Blessing

We Respond with Thanksgiving

The Pastoral Prayer

The Anthem:
Blessed Are All Those Who Fear Him, from Elijah Felix Mendelssohn
Blessed are all those who fear him, they ever walk in the ways of peace;
blessed. Through darkness riseth light, light to the upright; he is gracious,
compassionate; he is righteous. Blessed are all those who fear him, they
ever walk in the ways of peace. Blessed are all those who fear him, through
darkness riseth light, light to the upright. Blessed. Psalm 112:1, 4

The Offering

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on
the pew in the middle aisle

The Offertory:

My God, How Wonderful You Are Larry Visser
O how I fear you, living God, with deepest, tenderest fears,
and worship you with trembling hope and penitential tears!

*The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him, above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Children’s Message
Congregation: The Lord be with you.
Children: And also with you.



God Speaks to Us

*The Hymn of Preparation: Where is Wisdom to Be Found?
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© 2026 Words: Peter Jonker; Music: Larry Visser
All Rights Reserved

The Scripture: Proverbs 1:1-7 (p. 984)
concluded with:
Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Sermon: The Beginning of Wisdom

The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word

We Go in His Peace

*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 502:1-3, 5, 7
O Give the Lord Wholehearted Praise

*The Benediction

*The People’'s Response: Amen.



*The Choral Benediction:
Psalm 67 Paul S. Jones
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon
us. That your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all
nations. Let the peoples praise you, O God, let all the peoples praise you!
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with
equity and guide the nations upon earth. Let the peoples praise you, O
God; let all the people’s praise you! May God be gracious to us and bless
us and make his face to shine upon us. Amen. Psalm 67:1-7

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells

*The Postlude:

Toccata Théodore Dubois
Rev. Peter Jonker minister
Chad Scholtens liturgist
Dr. Larry Visser organist
Chancel Choir, Dr. Rob Hobgood director
Celine & Olivia Alcumbrack Cross and Bible bearers

ordinary Time is the liturgical season from Pentecost to Advent. This
is a season for spiritual growth and is represented in the liturgical
colors of blue and green. The banners and paraments reflect
concepts from Psalm 1. Like trees firmly rooted by the stream, we
strive to be firmly rooted in God'’s word. We are called to find life,
experience deep spiritual growth, and live grateful lives.

Music at LaGrave: Felix Mendelssohn’s 1846 oratorio Elijah is a
dramatic work based on the events in the life of the prophet Elijah as
told in 1 and 2 Kings. The oratorio traces the stories of Elijah as he
battles idol worship, performs miracles, and ultimately ascends to
heaven in a fiery chariot. The text of the Chorus Blessed Are All Those
Who Fear Him is based on Psalm 112: 1, 4 and appears in the oratorio
after Elijah resurrected the widow's son ( Kings 17). The music is
unified by a lyrical theme at the outset, text painting on the words
“through darkness riseth light,” and perpetual sixteenth-notes in the
organ accompaniment.

The flowers on the reredos today are in loving remembrance of Lee
and Nancy Buning, our parents and grandparents. Nancy passed
away two years ago, and Lee three years ago, and they remain
forever in our hearts. ~Kristin, Joe, Ashleigh, Trent & Gavin Ponstein

The May special offering is for Safe Haven Ministries, which is a
shelter providing counseling, support groups, case management and
legal advocacy for domestically abused women and children.



Today

2 & 3s, Nursery & Children’s Worship will be provided today.

Visitor, Regular Attender and Newer Member Coffee: All visitors,
those who regularly attend and those who have been members less
than two years are invited to a special coffee following the morning
worship service today in the Parlor. This will be a great opportunity to
connect with others, meet people you do not know or catch up with
some familiar people. Even if you have come to this coffee before, we
would love to have you return.

Heartside Women Meeting: There is a meeting after the 10am service
in room 200 for women interested in learning more about summer
connecting opportunities to support neighborhood women. Join us to
hear more and consider signing up for one or more of the

following: gardening club, Bible studies, knitting, crocheting, card
making and more. The opportunities are funded by the Loeks Fund for
Women.

This Evening, Pastor Jonker will preach on Acts 17:16-34.

Young Adult Small Group: Join us tonight at 6pm in the Parlor as we
strive to build community through healthy discussion and purposeful
connection with the book Every Good Endeavor by Timothy Keller.
Books are available for $5. Text Austin Kanis or email Heidi Glover with
questions.

Next Week’s Worship

Next Sunday Morning we will continue our summer sermon series.
Our sermon series is called The Way of Wisdom. We will look at the
parts of the Bible that are considered Wisdom Literature. These are
Bible books and Bible passages that address the practicalities of
living in God's world. Pastor Jonker will continue the series with a
sermon on Proverbs 3:1-20.

Next Sunday Evening Rev. Manion will preach from Matthew 9.



Upcoming Events
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Summer District Coffees are coming! Following the summer worship
services, the following elder/deacon teams will be hosting coffee and
treats in the parlor for members in their district. Come meet your elder
and deacon, mingle with other LaGrave members from your district,
request a name tag if you do not have one and get that updated
Elexio picture taken!

June 7 — District 7: Paul TenBrink and Mitch Schroder
June 14 - District 5: Karl and Deb Ondersma

June 28 - District 4: Bert Bowden and Jeff Plantinga

July 12 - District 2: John Rottman and Bethany Stacey
July 19 - District 9: Tom Glover and Sam Schat

July 26 - District 6: Mark Mensonides and Ben Nagel
August 9 — District 3: Ruth Bylsma and Barbara Curphey
August 16 — District 10: Deb Nuiver and Justin Triemstra
August 23 - District 8: Ben DeGraaf and Robin Hollebeek
August 30 — Aaron Klop and Heidi VanSledright

LaGrave Night Out

Wednesday, June 3 from 6:30-8:30pm

The next LaGrave Night Out is at Founders on Wednesday, June 3 from
6:30-8:30pm. This is a great way to meet people if you are new to
LaGrave or have been around awhile. Come when you can; stay as
long as you want. Contact Heidi 616-437-6830 or Cindy 616-481-7071
with questions.

Global Concerns Prayer Time

Sunday, June 7 at 11:15am

Join us in room 200 for our monthly prayer time. We will pray for our
missionaries, the persecuted church, and worldwide concerns and
calamities.

Heartside Women Who Care Event

Wednesday, June 17 at 8:15am

The next Heartside Women Who Care event is at LaGrave from
8:15-9:30am. This time of learning, fellowship and giving will include
continental breakfast and presentations from ICCF, The Downtown
Food Pantry at Westminster and Covenant House of West
Michigan. There will be an opportunity to financially support one or
more of the presented projects with a $50 cash or check donation



($25 student rate). Matching funds for your donations are available
through the Loeks Fund for Women. Consider inviting a friend or
neighbor to join us at this event.

Craigs Cruisers

Wednesday, July 15 from 5:00-8:00pm

All are invited to this church-wide event. Cost is $10 per person which
includes a full dinner in our own space and four attractions. Please
come even if you do not want to participate in the activities! This is a
great way to meet and connect with others from LaGrave. Signups are
now available online. Contact Cindy cbusscher@lagrave.org with any
questions.

Photographs by Otto Selles: Roselle Park: Extra/Ordinary Beauty Art
Exhibit:

Now through September 13

This exhibition presents photographs made at Roselle Park on Grand
River Drive in Ada. A site that was transformed into a park in 2002 on
what used to be the Ada Beef Company. Just as Roselle Park
represents the reclamation of land for the benefit of the community,
this exhibition aims to draw attention to the possibility of finding
extraordinary beauty—and restoration—in all things. It will be on
display in the Parlor and the lower level until September 13.

Save these summer fellowship dates!

Watch for more details and signups coming soon.

There is more information on each of these events on our website:

www.lagrave.org

¢ LaGrave Golf Outing: Plan on attending this 3rd annual event at
Boulder Creek on August 1.

e LaGrave Women: Women of ALL ages are invited to Deep Roots
Farm on Thursday, Aug. 6 from 7-8:30pm to enjoy a special time
among sunflowers.

¢ LaGrave Men: Post high-school men are invited to the Men's
Adventure Weekend September 11-13 in Arcadia. Cost to attend is
$50.

e LaGrave Women: Post high-school women are invited to the
Women's Fellowship Weekend Oct. 9-11 at Stafford's Perry Hotel in
Petoskey.



Announcements

Worship notes: If you sit through the entire worship service and would
like a more detailed sermon notes sheet to help you engage more
deeply with the worship service, grab one from near the Sanctuary
doors before going to church. There are notes designed for 3rd-5th
graders, 6th-8th graders, and 9th grade and older.

SERVE Big Boards: We are less than a month away from SERVE which is
June 20-27. The Big Boards where you can sign up to volunteer, be a
prayer partner, or donate food are located in the Narthex. Or there will
be a link in this week's News and Opportunities.

Boxed Christian Cards for sale: Our GEMS Club (Girls Everywhere
Meeting the Savior) is on summer break, but the counselors are
already preparing for the next year. Our table with various kinds of
cards (all but Christmas) is in the MPR for the summer. All boxes cost
$6, and it is an honor system. You can leave the money in the
container on the table, or place an IOU and later put the payment into
Tina Rooks' mailbox. Get your card supplies now so you can enjoy the
beautiful Michigan summer without shopping for cards. Thank you for
supporting our GEMS Club.

Summer Connecting Groups with Heartside Women: Through the
generous support of The Loeks Fund, LaGrave women will have the
opportunity to connect with neighbors through activities including
gardening, crocheting/knitting, card-making, creative writing, flower
arranging and pickleball. Time commitment is 2 hours per week, for
3-8 weeks. Interested in learning more or to signup, contact Ashleigh
Ponstein (one of our summer Loeks interns) Ashleigh@lagrave.org or
calling the church office on Mondays/Tuesdays.

Last Wednesday 25 children and their parents gathered around in the
MPR to produce beautiful and varied watercolor paintings! The
workshop was led by art teacher, Caitlyn Tetreault, under whose
guidance children became animated artists. This activity, points
ahead to the Lagrave Inspirations Youth Art Exhibit that will launch on
Sunday, September 27 in the Parlor with an opening reception. All
youth ages four through high school senior are invited to submit a
piece of original art. We look forward to a display that we know will be
inspiring! Questions? Contact Roberta at rvanhaitsma@schs.org;
Yvonne at vaneeyvonne@gmail.com or Laurie at
revliaurietc@gmail.com.
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Prayer Concerns

We praise God for his faithfulness to:

e Connie Bos, who will celebrate her 90th birthday on June 2.
e George DeVries, who will celebrate his 92nd birthday on June 9.
e Joyce Jongsma, who will celebrate her 92nd birthday on June 9.

Let us faithfully pray for:

e Jim Balk, who has returned home after hospitalization for
complications following abdominal surgery.

e Matt Bonzo, as he does teaching ministry in southern Africa.

e Steve Gibson, who is recovering from knee replacement surgery.

e EdHoeksema, who is currently hospitalized after the installation of
a pacemaker.

e Marlene Padding, who is at Medilodge of Wyoming for rehab.

e Ray Pater, who has returned home for hospice care.

e  Marilou Reiffer, who is scheduled for back surgery on Thursday,
June 4.

e Joy Winkle, who is healing at home after surgery.

Please pray for:

those receiving hospice services — Sylvia Hugen, Cecil Lawson,
Dorothy Ondersma, Bev VandenBosch, Lorrie VanderArk, George Zandt
those living with cancer — Joanne Arnoys, Dan Beimers, Jolene DeHeer,
Marsha Haan, Jim Krol, Renee Kuiper, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten

those with other continuing needs — Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford,
Sandra Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Carole Hoffman, Sipp Hutton,
Harris Kiekover, Dan Molenbeek, Steve Palazzolo, Rich & Mamuani
Postma, Millie Vriend, Joyce Zwiers

those actively serving in the military — Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek

as members of God's family, remember those who face significant
medical decisions, including those who need skilled end-of-life care.
Missionary of the week: Kanat and Eliza (last name omitted for
security reasons), who serve in Central Asia in a seminary and
elementary schools. Thank God for exciting signs of responsiveness to
the gospel among people with whom they are working.
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Sunday Volunteers

Assisting This Week: May 31
Security: 10:00: Leo Christner, Mark Christner, Ryan Hekman
Greeters:10:00: Thelma & Galen Meyer, Beth Swagman
6:00: John & Shelly Schat
Ushers: 10:00: Brad Schaap, Matt Alcumbrack, Eli Walcott,
Ben DeGraaf
6:00: John Dekker
Assisting Next Week: June 7
Security: 10:00: ke Ondersma, Karl Ondersma, Patrick Kinstle
Greeters:10:00: Tom & Joyce Waalkes, Bob & Linda Berkhof
6:00: Beth Swagman

Ushers: 10:00: Peter Ackerman, Caleb Ackerman, Eli Walcott,

Tim Walcott
6:00: John Dekker

Calendar
Sunday, May 31
Morning Worship 10:00 AM
Visitors Coffee, Parlor 11:00 AM
Women Heartside Meeting, 200...............ue.. 11:00 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM
Monday, Junel
Comfort & Care, Parlor 1:00 PM
Executive Committee, Parlor 4:00 PM
Welcoming Committee, Library.......... 4:30 PM
Communications Committee, Library............... 7:00 PM
Tuesday, June 2
Knitting Group, Parlor 1:00 PM
Wednesday, June 3
Men'’s Morning Bible Study 8:00 AM
Wednesday Morning Women'’s Bible Study.... 9:00 AM
Intercessory Prayer, Room 200.........curcecenrccnneens 1:15 PM
Faith Journey Bible Study, Library............... 6:30 PM
LaGrave Night Out, Founders.........crrccesinnnns 6:30 PM
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