
   

 

Morning  Worship 

August 16, 2026   |   10:00 a.m. 
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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 10:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here.  

As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones. 
 

God Calls Us to Worship 

  The Prelude: 
      Voluntary                                     attirb. Maurice Greene
  Spiritoso 
  Allegro 
  Largo 
  Allegro 

 The Chiming of the Hour 

  The Introit:                              
      Send Out Thy Light          Charles Gounod 
     Send out thy light and thy truth, let them lead me, O let them bring me to 
 thy holy hill. Send out thy light, O Lord our God!                                  Psalm 43:3 

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 2 
 O Worship the King  

*The Greeting 

*The People’s Response: Amen.  

  The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 

   The Call to Confession: Jeremiah 17: 5-8   

 The Prayer of Confession  

  The Assurance of Forgiveness: based on Romans 8: 35-39 
 Who then is the one who condemns?  
 No one. Christ Jesus who died and was raised to life is at 
 the right hand of God, interceding on our behalf. 
 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble 
 or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger 
 or sword?  
 We are convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 
 nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
 powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
 creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
 that is in Christ Jesus.  
 
*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 427: 1,3,5 
 How Firm a Foundation 

We Celebrate God’s Covenant Promises 

The Adult Baptism of: 
  Callan Richardson 

The Professions of Faith of: 
  Phillip Blackport, Victoria Blackport, & Ashleigh Ponstein 

The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 859: 1,2 
 Be Thou My Vision 

 The Pastoral Prayer  

 The Anthem:   

     With Thankful Hearts                                                arr. Paul S. Jones 
 With thankful hearts, O Lord, we come, to praise thy name in 
 grateful song; accept the offering, Lord, we bring, and help us loud 
 thy praises sing. 
 We thank thee, Lord, for daily food, for plenteous store of earthly 
 good; for life and health we still possess, with house and home so 
 richly blest.  
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 We thank thee for thy blessed Word that to our souls doth life 
 afford; help us its message to receive, and from the heart its truth 
 believe. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now; our hearts in true devotion bow. 
 Your Spirit send with light divine, and let your truth within us shine. 
 Amen.                        
  The Offering 

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  
the pew in the middle aisle 

  The Offertory:  
  O Give the Lord Wholehearted Praise       Richard Hudson, Homer Whitford 

In reverence and in godly fear we find the key to wisdom’s ways; 
the wise his holy name revere. Through endless ages sound his praise!  

*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise him, all creatures here below; 
  Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.      

  The Children’s Message 
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.  

God Speaks to Us  

  The Hymn of Preparation: Where is Wisdom to Be Found? 
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 The Scripture: Ecclesiastes 1 

 concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  

   The Sermon: Wisdom from the Family Skeptic 

   The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 

We Go in His Peace 

*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 440: 1,2,4    
 He Leadeth Me  

*The Benediction    

*The People’s Response: Amen. 

*The Choral Amen 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  

*The Postlude:  
     Fugue in G Minor                                                Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
  Rev. Peter Jonker.......................................................................................................... minister 
  Rachel Thorne .................................................................................................................. liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................................... organist 
  Men’s Chorus, Dr. Rob Hobgood  ....................................................................... director 
  Garrett & Laurie TenHave-Chapman....................... Cross and Bible bearers 
 

Music at LaGrave: Edward Miller (1735-1807), the composer of the hymn 
tune ROCKINGHAM, began a career following in his father’s footsteps as a 
layer of brick roads. Unhappy with that work, he ran away and studied 
music with the most prominent music historian of his day. A flutist and 
organist, he served a church in Doncaster from 1756-1807. He published 
with his son The Psalms of David for the Use of Parish Churches in order to 
reform metrical psalmody. His tune is heard sung by a Men’s Chorus 
arranged by American composer Paul S. Jones. 
The August special offering is for Covenant House. Covenant House 
Michigan (CHMI) provides shelter and hope to young people aged  
18-24 who are experiencing homelessness or victims of trafficking in Grand 
Rapids and Detroit. Their mission is to serve all youth who come to their 
doors with unconditional love, absolute respect, and relentless support.  
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2 & 3s, Nursery & Children’s Worship  will be provided today.  
MSYG Pool Party for all students 6th grade through 9th grade at the 
Elenbaas’. Pizza and drinks provided. A van from church will leave at 
5:15 and a return ride is also available. Contact Jess Hollenbach with  
questions – 616-821-3694. 
Neighboring Best Practices – Come to Room 200 at 11:15 for a  
discussion of neighborhood service and the catechism. 
Young Adult Small Group Kick-Off 
Join us in the Parlor at 6:00pm for our study of Desiring God. 
This evening candidate Grant Mensonides, who grew up at LaGrave, 
will preach. We will also welcome Henry Beets Missionaries Josh and 
Virginia Ham, who will update us about their work as Bible translators 
in Cameroon, and will provide further details over a light meal  
afterwards in the MPR. 

Today 

Upcoming Events 
Scan the QR code for more information or to 
sign-up 

Next Sunday morning we will conclude our Way of Wisdom sermon 
series. Pastor Jonker will preach on Psalm 73 which is considered a 
wisdom Psalm. His sermon is called “The Wisdom of Worship” 
Next Sunday evening Pastor Jonker will preach on Hebrews 11: 1-12. 

 

Next Week’s Worship 

Summer District Coffees 
Following the summer worship services, the following elder/deacon 
teams will be hosting coffee and treats in the parlor for members in 
their district. Come meet your elder and deacon and mingle with other 
LaGrave members from your district.  

TODAY – District 10: Deb Nuiver and Justin Triemstra 
August 23 – District 8: Ben DeGraaf and Robin Hollebeek 
August 30 – District 1:  Heidi VanSledright and Aaron Klop 
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August Spa Day 
Tuesday, August 18, 11:30-1:00pm 
Spa day returns. We are especially in need of nurse volunteers since 
Calvin nursing students do not come during the summer.  
Cake and Ice Cream Hymn Sing 
Thursday, August 20, 2:00pm 
All widowed members of the church are invited to a hymn sing and 
devotions, followed by fellowship over cake and ice cream. Today is the 
last day you can sign up.  
Loeks Summer Interns Presentation 
Sunday, August 23, 11:15am 
LaGrave summer interns, Ashleigh Ponstein and Tolu Afolabi, will  
present a summary in the chapel of their summer activities and  
practical information for community engagement. 
African American History Museum Trip 
Tuesday, August 25, 1:00pm 
Join a tour of LaGrave’s new neighbor, just 2 blocks away. Your ticket 
will be provided. Contact Tolulope@lagrave.org, or the church office 
Mingle and Mahjong 
Wednesday, August 26, 6:00-8:30pm 
Learn Mahjong in a two part class. Mahjong 101 on Aug. 26; Mahjong 102 
on Sept. 2. Cost per class is $20. Signup online. Questions? Contact  
Cindy - cbusscher@lagrave.org. 
Men's Adventure Weekend 
September 11-13  
Contact Brent Busscher, Brent.busscher@yahoo.com, with questions. 
Signups and more information available online. 
Aquastar Lake Cruise 
Friday, September 11, 12pm-2:00pm 
Calling all seniors! You are invited on a lake cruise aboard Aquastar to 
enjoy lunch and connecting with others while cruising Lake Muskegon 
and Michigan. Cost to attend is $25. Signups are available online. 
The Mud Room 
Saturday, September 19, 5:30-7:30 
Calling all women of every age. You are invited to paint a project and 
enjoy time meeting others from LaGrave. Thanks to the generous Loeks 
fund, cost to attend is $10. Singups and information is available online. 
Women’s Fellowship Weekend 
October 9-11, 2026 
A few more spots opened at the Perry Hotel! We would love to have you 
join us for this weekend away. Contact Cindy by Monday, August 17 at 
cbusscher@lagrave.org. 
Heartside Women Who Care 
Wednesday, October 14, 5:30-7:00 
An evening of small collective philanthropy featuring light supper and 
women’s project presentations by ICCF, Covenant House and the 
Downtown food Pantry at Westminster. 
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Announcements  
Inspirations Youth Art Exhibit 
Entry forms for the Youth Art Exhibit, along with framing guidelines, are 
available online and at the Welcome Desk. They are due by  
September 13. T-shirts with the Inspirations logo are also available. 
Those orders are due by August 21. 
Lower Level Project 
Thanks to the Loeks Fund and the Benefactors’ Trust Fund, work has 
begun on several rooms in the lower level. 
LaGrave Mission Trip April 2027  
Plans are in motion for sending a multi-generational LaGrave Short-
Term Mission Team to the Dominican Republic next April. Check the 
August 11 News & Opportunities for more info, an introductory video, 
and an interest form.  
2026 High School Grads/College Students 
Please stop by the Welcome Desk today to meet Heidi and pick up a 
goodie bag!   
Lenten Devotional 
Meditations are due by the end of September. Meditations should 
pertain to the Lenten season. Total word count should be 350-375 
words in length. Send meditations to della.landheer@gmail.com.  

College Age Adults and Parents  
Make sure Heidi Glover has your (child's) contact information so that 
she knows how to keep in touch with you/them during the school year. 
Send info to hglover@lagrave.org or text me at 616-437-6830.  
Fish Bowl 
Is there someone on your heart who is wandering from the Christian 
faith, has left the faith, or who is not a Christian? The Fish Bowl in the 
library is available to receive both new and previous names so we can 
be praying for them. 
 
 

mailto:hglover@lagrave.org
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Prayer Concerns 

We praise God for his faithfulness to:  
• James VanHekken and Emily Jipping, who were united in 

marriage here at LaGrave on Saturday, August 8. 
• Corey & Amy Havlicek (Edward, James), in the birth of Calvin 

Timothy, on Thursday, August 6. 
• Cal Danhof, who will celebrate his 90th birthday on Tuesday, 

August 18. 
• Jim Balk, who will celebrate his 90th birthday on Thursday,  
        August 20. 
• George Zandt, who will celebrate his 91st birthday on Saturday, 

August 22.  
Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Carole Hoffman, who was released from Harbor Care Center and 

is continuing her recovery at home. No visitors please, but cards 
are welcome.  

• Grace Shearer, who continues rehab at Mary Free Bed. 
• Ron (& Mary) Shoemaker, who is hospitalized with an infection. 
• Norma Tinholt, who is receiving therapy at Freedom Village 

following a fall. 
• Dave VanderArk, who has now returned home after rehab at Mary 

Free Bed. 

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Joanne Arnoys, Sylvia Hugen, Bev 
VandenBosch, Gerry VanderHart, George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Dan Beimers, Jolene DeHeer, Marsha Haan, 
Jim Krol, Steve Palazzolo, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten 
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Sandy Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Harris Kiekover, Renee Kuiper, 
Dan Molenbeek, Rich & Mamuani Postma, Millie Vriend, Joyce Zwiers 
those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  
as members of God’s family, remember those who volunteer to serve 
this church in many ways. May their work be a joy and not a burden. 
Missionary of the week: Betsy Huebner, serving in campus ministry at 
U of M in Ann Arbor. Pray for Betsy and her team as they work to build a 
Christian presence with freshmen in a new dorm area. 
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Thank you 
LaGrave congregation, thank you for your meals, cards, phone calls, 
and expressions of concern following my back surgery. Your  
encouragement helped me in the recovery process. ~ Marilou Reiffer 
Dear LaGrave family, your cards, prayers, & loving concern bring 
comfort and peace following the death of my husband, Myron. Chad 
Boorsma’s visits in recent months were most appreciated - a gift. 
Please accept my grateful thanks. ~ Laura Jane Colber 
Thank you to the LaGrave family for the prayers and support I 
received following my spinal fusion surgery. I am doing well and hope 
to worship together with you soon. - Sharlene Jouwstra 
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Calendar 

Sunday, August 16 
 Morning Worship...................................................................... 10:00 AM 
 District 10 Coffee, Parlor ........................................................ 11:00 AM 
 Neighboring Best Practices, Room 200 ....................... 11:15 AM 
 Evening Worship ........................................................................ 6:00 PM 
 Young Adult Meeting, Parlor ............................................... 6:00 PM 
 Missionary Dinner, MPR .......................................................... 7:00 PM 
Monday, August 17 
 Pickleball with Heartside Women .................................. 9:30 AM 
 Women’s Heartside Bible Study, MPR ........................... 1:00 PM 
 Evangelistic Outreach, Library .......................................... 5:30 PM 
 Finance, Parlor ............................................................................. 5:30 PM 
 Youth Ed, Parlor ........................................................................... 6:30 PM 
 Fellowship Committee, Room 200 ................................. 7:00 PM 
Tuesday, August 18 
 Garden Group, Courtyard .................................................. 9:30 AM 
 Foot Spa, MPR ............................................................................. 12:00 PM 
 Knitting Group, Parlor ............................................................... 1:00 PM 
 Heartside Card-making, Degage ................................... 1:30 PM 
 Spiritual Formation, Library ................................................. 7:00 PM 
 Worship Committee, Parlor ................................................ 7:00 PM 
Wednesday, August 19 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study, LLMR .................................... 8:00 AM 
 Women’s Bible Study, Library ........................................... 9:00 AM 
 HIS Collection, Parlor ..............................................................12:30 PM 
 Intercessory Prayer, Chapel ..................................................1:15 PM 
 Social Concerns, Parlor ......................................................... 7:00 PM 
Thursday, August 20 
 Men’s Coffee Fellowship, MPR ......................................... 10:00 AM 
 Cake and Ice Cream Hymn Sing, Parlor .................... 2:00 PM 
 Facilities Committee, Library ............................................. 4:00 PM 
 Pastoral Care Committee, Parlor ................................... 4:00 PM 
 Ladies Bible Study, Chapel .................................................. 6:30 PM 
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Sunday Volunteers 
Assisting This Week: August 16 
 Security:  10:00:  Nate Versluis, Jake Versluis, Steve Hoekzema  
                 Greeters: 10:00:  Beth Swagman 
      6:00:  Alberta Gordon, Ana VanderVelde 
 Ushers:     10:00:  Marilyn Rottman, Brent Busscher, Luther Ajim,  
                 Kris Andrus  
      6:00:  John Dekker 
Assisting Next  Week: August 23 
 Security:  10:00:  Kevin Scholten, Judy Scholten, Harvey DeMaagd 
                Greeters: 10:00:  Norma Hoeksema, Dave & Nancy Ryskamp 
      6:00:  Beth Swagman, Ana VanderVelde 
 Ushers:     10:00:  Jim Oppenhuizen, Merv Kamper, Jeff Scholtens 
       6:00: Dave Tornga 
                      

107 La Grave Avenue SE 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503 

info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204 

www.lagrave.org 


