
   

 

Morning  Worship 

August 23, 2026   |   10:00 a.m. 
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Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 10:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here.  

As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones. 
 

God Calls Us to Worship 

  The Prelude: 
      Holy God, We Praise Your Name                                 Michael Burkhardt  
 O God, Beyond All Praising          David Blackwell 
 Variations on God Is Here                          Albert L. Travis                                                                                                 

  The Chiming of the Hour 

  The Introit:                              
 O God Beyond All Praising 
  O God beyond all praising, we worship you today and sing the 
  love amazing that songs cannot repay; for we can only wonder 
  at every gift you send, at blessings without number and mercies 
  without end. We lift our hearts before you and wait upon your 
  Word, we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 
  Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, that we 
  who know your favor may serve you as our King; and whether our 
  tomorrows be filled with good or ill, we’ll triumph through our 
  sorrows and rise to bless you still: to marvel at your beauty and 
  glory in your ways, and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 

Words: Michael Perry (1942-1996) © 1982, 1987  
The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Company 

Used by permission under OneLicense #707908 

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 246 
 God Is Here  

*The Greeting 

*The People’s Response: Amen.  

  The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 

   The Call to Confession: based on Colossians 3  
  As we find the path of wisdom, Paul calls us to take off the 
  clothing of the old self.  
  Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 
  nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and 
  greed, which is idolatry. You must also rid yourselves of all 
  such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and 
  filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, 
  since you have taken off your old self with its practices 
  and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in 
  knowledge in the image of its Creator. 
  As we seek the path of wisdom, Paul calls us to put on the 
  clothing of the new self. 
  Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
  clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
  gentleness and patience. And over all these virtues put on 
  love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  

  The Prayer of Confession  
  The Assurance of Forgiveness: 2 Corinthians 5: 17, 19 
 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
 The old has gone, the new is here! 
 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
 so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 690 
 I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace 
   verse 4 a cappella  

 The Moment for Ministry: Kids Hope 

 The Pastoral Prayer  

 The Anthem:   

     Praise the King of Heaven                                               Mark Shepperd 
 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; to his feet you tribute bring; 
 ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore his praises sing: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the everlasting King. 
 Praise Him for his grace and favor to his people in distress; praise 
 him still the same as ever, slow to chide and swift to bless: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious in his faithfulness. 
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 Fatherlike he tends and spares us; well our feeble frame he knows; 
 in his hands he gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Widely yet his mercy flows. 
 Angels, help us to adore him; you behold him face to face. Sun 
 and moon, bow down before him, all who dwell in time and space. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace.   

  The Offering 
*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  

the pew in the middle aisle 

  The Offertory:  
  This Is My Father’s World                                   Robert Hobby, Gilbert M. Martin 

*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise him, all creatures here below; 
  Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.      

  The Children’s Message 
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.  

God Speaks to Us  

  The Hymn of Preparation: Where is Wisdom to Be Found? 
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 The Scripture: Psalm 73 
 concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  

   The Sermon: The Wisdom of Worship 

   The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 

We Go in His Peace 

*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 21  
 This Is My Father’s World  
  verse 2 a cappella 

*The Benediction    

*The People’s Response: Amen. 

*The Organ Amen 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  

*The Postlude:  
     Piece d’Orgue                                                     Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
  Rev. Peter Jonker.......................................................................................................... minister 
  Jonathan Curlee ............................................................................................................ liturgist 
  Dr. Rob Hobgood .......................................................................................................... organist 
  Renee VandeWege  .................................................................................................... vocalist 
  Sari Deters & Jane Tol ......................................................... Cross and Bible bearers 
 

Renee VandeWege, LaGrave’s former children’s and youth choir director, 
teaches choral music at Rockford Public School and sings in VoxGR. We 
welcome Renee back to worship at LaGrave! 
Music at LaGrave: Mark Shepperd (b. 1950), a revered Minneapolis 
composer of church music, brings new life to Henry Lyte’s 19th century 
hymn text Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven in his fresh arrangement for 
voice and piano. Syncopation and mixed rhythms abound in both the 
voice and the accompaniment. The third verse introduces a new theme 
and a slower tempo, mirroring the consoling text, Fatherlike he tends and 
spares us; well our feeble frame he knows. Lyte’s text is a paraphrase of 
Psalm 103 which captures the theme of praise to the King who “ransoms, 
heals, restores, and forgives.” 
The flowers on the reredos are in memory of Andrea Dekker, with 
gratitude for the love and joy she gave to Grace, Max, Anne, Sara, Jeff and 
Don Dekker. 
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Ordinary Time, the longest liturgical season, is a time of spiritual 
growth. This second set of Ordinary Time banners and paraments 
reflect concepts from Isaiah 12:2-3. With joy we grow spiritually by 
being rooted in God’s word. And we come to know more deeply that 
the Lord is our strength and our salvation. The banners are hung in the 
diptych form but instead of being attached together they are 
unattached side by side. 
The single candle near the lectern is our Christ Candle, reminding us 
of the Prince of Peace and the light of the world.  
The August special offering is for Covenant House. Covenant House 
Michigan (CHMI) provides shelter and hope to young people aged  
18-24 who are experiencing homelessness or victims of trafficking in 
Grand Rapids and Detroit. Their mission is to serve all youth who come 
to their doors with unconditional love, absolute respect, and relentless 
support.  
 
 
 

2 & 3s, Nursery & Children’s Worship  will be provided today.  
LaGrave’s summer interns, Ashleigh Ponstein and Tolu Afolabi, will be 
in the chapel presenting a summary on their summer activities along 
with practical information for community engagement. 
Young Adult Small Group will be in the Parlor at 6:00pm for our study 
of John Piper’s Desiring God. Text Austin Kanis or email Heidi Glover. 
This evening Pastor Jonker will preach from Hebrews 11:1-12. His 
sermon is entitled, “The Alchemy of Faith”.  

Today 

Next Sunday morning, guest minister, Dr. Reggie Smith, long term 
pastor of Roosevelt Park Church, will preach from Titus 3:3-7. His 
sermon is entitled, "From Cretan to Christian."  
Next Sunday evening Pastor Manion will preach from Exodus 3:1-15, 
the story of Moses and the burning bush. 

 

Next Week’s Worship 
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Upcoming Events 
Scan the QR code for more information or to 
sign-up 

Summer District Coffees 
Following the summer worship services, the following elder/deacon 
teams will be hosting coffee and treats in the parlor for members in 
their district. Come meet your elder and deacon and mingle with other 
LaGrave members from your district.  
TODAY – District 8: Ben DeGraaf and Robin Hollebeek 
August 30 – District 1:  Heidi VanSledright and Aaron Klop 

African American History Museum Trip 
Tuesday, August 25, 1:00pm 
Join a tour of LaGrave’s new neighbor, just 2 blocks away. Your ticket is 
provided. Contact Tolulope@lagrave.org. Signups are due today.  
Mingle and Mahjong 
Wednesday, August 26, 6:00-8:30pm 
Learn Mahjong in a two part class. Mahjong 101 on Aug. 26; Mahjong 102 
on Sept. 2. Cost per class is $20. Signup online. Questions? Contact  
Cindy - cbusscher@lagrave.org. 
Vespers 
Sunday, September 6, 6:00pm 
Bring your song and prayer requests and join us for Vespers, an  
intimate service of prayer and song, which will meet in the chapel.  
Spiritual Journey Bible Study 
Wednesday, September 9, 9:30am  
We will begin our season by studying the book of Acts which charts the 
birth of the church, a church that still stands today. Call or email Linda 
LeMahieu if interested, 616-403-6008, or lindonlemahieu@gmail.com. 
Fall Kick-Off 
Wednesday, September 9, 5:00-8:00pm 
All are invited to this indoor church picnic at LaGrave! Dinner is  
provided along with bounce houses, carnival games and the annual  
cornhole tournament run by Pastor Jonker. Signup for cornhole online.   
Men's Adventure Weekend 
September 11-13  
Contact Brent Busscher, brent.busscher@yahoo.com, with questions. 
Signups and more information is available online. 
Aquastar Lake Cruise 
Friday, September 11, 12pm-2:00pm 
Calling all seniors! You are invited on a lake cruise aboard Aquastar to 
enjoy lunch and connecting with others while cruising Lake Muskegon 
and Michigan. Cost to attend is $25. Signups are available online. 
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The Mud Room 
Saturday, September 19, 5:30-7:30pm 
Calling all women of every age. You are invited to paint a project and 
enjoy time meeting others from LaGrave. Thanks to the generous Loeks 
fund, cost to attend is $10. Signups and information available online. 
Women’s Fellowship Weekend 
October 9-11, 2026 
A few more spots opened at the Perry Hotel! We would love to have you 
join us for this weekend away. Contact Cindy by Monday, August 24.  
Heartside Women Who Care 
Wednesday, October 14, 5:30-7:00pm 
An evening of small collective philanthropy featuring a light supper 
and women’s project presentations by ICCF, Covenant House and the 
Downtown Food Pantry at Westminster.  
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Announcements  
Perfume reminder 
As you get ready for Sunday worship, please be mindful of the strong 
sensitivity many worshipers have to perfumes and other scented 
products. Too much perfume might make worship really difficult for 
someone sitting close to you.  
Inspirations Youth Art Exhibit 
Entry forms for the Youth Art Exhibit, along with framing guidelines, are 
available online and in the MPR. They are due by September 13. T-shirts 
with the Inspirations logo are also available. Those orders are due by 
August 28. 
Lower Level Project 
Thanks to the Loeks Fund and the Benefactors’ Trust Fund, work  
continues on several rooms in the lower level. 
LaGrave Mission Trip April 2027  
Considering going on the Dominican Republic Mission Trip next April? 
Please submit your interest form (found in the August 18 News &  
Opportunities) by August 26. Families are welcome! For more info, 
contact Stan Kruis (skruis@lagrave.org) 
Missionary Visit 
Dana and Thomas Mollhagen, Henry Beets Missionaries serving in  
India, will give a presentation of their ministry after the morning  
service on August 30. Join us in Fellowship Hall. Coffee and cookies 
provided. 
Lenten Devotional 
Meditations are due by the end of September. Meditations should 
pertain to the Lenten season. Total word count should be 350-375 
words in length. Send meditations to della.landheer@gmail.com.  

College Age Adults and Parents  
Make sure Heidi Glover has your (child's) contact information so that 
she knows how to keep in touch with you/them during the school year. 
Send info to hglover@lagrave.org or text me at 616-437-6830.  
Fish Bowl 
Is there someone on your heart who is wandering from the Christian 
faith, has left the faith, or who is not a Christian? The Fish Bowl in the 
library is available to receive both new and previous names so we can 
be praying for them. 
 

mailto:hglover@lagrave.org
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 Prayer Concerns 

We praise God for his faithfulness to:  
• Callan Richardson, who received the sacrament of adult baptism 

last Sunday, August 16. 
• Phillip Blackport, Victoria Blackport and Ashleigh Ponstein, who 

made their public profession of faith last Sunday, August 16.  
Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Dan Beimers, who is currently hospitalized for an infection and 

tests. 
• Grace Shearer, who continues rehab at Mary Free Bed. 
• Ron (Mary) Shoemaker, who is hospitalized with sepsis and the 

replacement of his pacemaker.  
• Norma Tinholt, who continues therapy at Freedom Village 

following a fall. 
We extend our Christian sympathy to:  
• Ann Buunk and Ingrid & Paul Speulstra (Nadia, Nico, Simon), in 

the death of Ann’s son and Ingrid’s brother, Ron Buunk. 
• Paul VanderHart, whose father, Rev. Gerry VanderHart, passed 

away on Tuesday, August 18.  Funeral services will be held in 
Tarrytown, New York. 

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Joanne Arnoys, Sylvia Hugen, Bev 
VandenBosch, George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Dan Beimers, Jolene DeHeer, Marsha Haan, 
Jim Krol, Steve Palazzolo, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten 
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Sandy Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Carole Hoffman, Harris Kiekover, 
Renee Kuiper, Dan Molenbeek, Rich & Mamuani Postma, Millie Vriend, 
Joyce Zwiers 
those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  
as members of God’s family, remember those who volunteer to serve 
this church in many ways. May their work be a joy and not a burden.  
Missionary of the week:  Uri & Carmen Alcivar, serving in Mexico City. 
Pray for God’s clear direction as they are involved in important 
conversations about a long-term ministry with refugees in Spain.  
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Calendar 

Sunday, August 23 
 Morning Worship ..................................................................... 10:00 AM 
 District 8 Coffee, Parlor ......................................................... 11:00 AM 
 Loeks Interns Presentation, Chapel ............................. 11:00 AM 
 Evening Worship ........................................................................ 6:00 PM 
 Young Adult Book Study, Parlor ....................................... 6:00 PM 
Monday, August 24 
 Women’s Heartside Bible Study, MPR ........................... 1:00 PM 
 Mission Committee, LLMR .................................................... 6:00 PM 
 Communications Committee, Library ........................ 7:00 PM 
Tuesday, August 25 
 Historical Committee ............................................................. 9:30 AM 
Wednesday, August 26 
 Men’s Morning Bible Study, LLMR ....................................8:00 AM 
 Women’s Bible Study, Library ............................................9:00 AM 
 Pastoral Care Orientation, Parlor .................................. 11:00 AM 
 Intercessory Prayer, Chapel.................................................. 1:15 PM 
 Mahjong 101 Class, MPR ......................................................... 6:00 PM 
 Faith Journey Bible Study, Library .................................. 6:30 PM 
Thursday, August 27 
 Ladies Bible Study, Chapel ................................................. 6:30 PM 
 Long Range Planning, Parlor .............................................. 7:00 PM 
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Sunday Volunteers 
Assisting This Week: August 23 
 Security:  10:00:  Kevin Scholten, Judy Scholten, Harvey DeMaagd 
                 Greeters: 10:00:  Norma Hoeksema, Dave & Nancy Ryskamp 
      6:00:  Beth Swagman, Ana VanderVelde 
 Ushers:     10:00:   Jim Oppenhuizen, Merv Kamper, Jeff Scholtens,  
                 Brad Schaap  
      6:00:  Dave Tornga 
Assisting Next  Week: August 30 
 Security:  10:00:  Dave Versluis, Tim Walcott, Zach Kruyf 
                Greeters: 10:00:  Norma Hoeksema, Glenda Buteyn 
      6:00:  Alberta Gordon 
 Ushers:     10:00:  Dave Gebben, Brad Post, Sam Schat,  
                 Brad Schaap 
       6:00: Brad Post 
                      

107 La Grave Avenue SE 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503 

info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204 

www.lagrave.org 


