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Order of Worship

Morning Worship [ 10:00 AM

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a
time of prayer and meditation

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.
We are glad you are here.
As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones.

God Calls Us to Worship

The Prelude:
Cortege et Litanie Marcel Dupré
Come unto Jesus John Longhurst

The Chiming of the Hour

The Introit:

There's a Wideness in God's Mercy
There's a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in God'’s justice which is more than liberty.
There is plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed;
there is joy for all the members in the sorrows of the head.

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind;
and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. If our love
were but more faithful, we should rest upon God’s word; and our
lives would be thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord.

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 521
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

*The Greeting
*The People’s Response: Amen.

The Welcome



We Humbly Approach God

The Call to Confession: Acts 9: 3-6

The Prayer of Confession

Creating, redeeming, sustaining God,

you have made us to know you

and our hearts are restless until we find our rest in you.
Some of us have felt your love in our lives since we were
small. Others of us remember clearly when we said “yes” to
Jesus—-who said “yes” to us first.

All of us know that a lifelong journey with you, God,

isn't always onward and upward.

Sometimes we run ahead or lag behind you;

or we lose sight of you, though you are never far.

Forgive our sins—both willful and foolish.

In your mercy light our way, so that with repentance and joy
we see and claim again that you are Lord —

not only for others, but also for us.

In Jesus’ name, amen.

The Assurance of Forgiveness: Colossians 1: 13

*The Hymn of Commitment: Lift Up Your Hearts 695:12,4
And Can It Be

We Celebrate God’'s Covenant Promises

The Meaning of Baptism
The Baptismal Vows

The Baptisms

Josie Lubben, daughter of Noah and Allison Lubben
Prayer Partner: Ginny Geldof
Katherine VanEerden,
daughter of Charles and Lindsey VanEerden

Prayer Partner: Ellie Vanderwell

Children are invited to come forward for the baptism,
and leave for children’s worship during the baptismal hymn.



The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 796: 1,3
Oh, the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus

We Respond with Thanksgiving

The Pastoral Prayer

The Offertory Anthem:
God of Groce/Amozing Grace «eith Getty and Jonathan Req, arr. Tom Fettke

God of grace, amazing wonder, irresistible and free, oh, the
miracle of mercy, Jesus reaches down to me. God of grace, |
stand in wonder as my God restores my soul. his own blood has
paid my ransom, awesome cost to make me whole.

God of grace, who loved and knew me long before the world
began, sent my Savior down from heaven, perfect God and
perfect man. God of grace, | trust in Jesus, I'm accepted as his
own. Everyday his grace sustains me as | lean on him alone.

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like
me! I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now | see.

God of grace, | stand astounded, cleansed, forgiven and secure.
All my fears are now confounded, and my hope is ever sure. God
of grace, now crowned in glory, where one day I'll see your face,
and forever I'll adore you in your everlasting grace.

When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the
sun, we've no less days to sing God's praise than when we’d first
begun.

“God of Grace” © 2003 Thankyou Music/PRS
(Administered Worldwide by Worshiptogether.com Songs,
excluding the UK and Europe which is administered by Kingsway Music)
Used by permission under CCLI #461624

The Offering

*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on
the pew in the middle aisle

*The Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him, above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

God Speaks to Us

The Scripture: Titus 3: 3-7
concluded with:
Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.



The Sermon:; From Cretan to Christian

The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word

We Go in His Peace

*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 730
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

*The Benediction

*The People’s Response: Amen.
*The Organ Amen

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells

*The Postlude:

Rigoudon André Campra
Rev. Reggie Smith minister
Rev. Kristy Manion liturgist
Dr. Larry Visser organist
Karen Albert vocalist
Merv Kamper & Rachel Rynbrandt............... Cross and Bible bearers

Dr. Reggie Smith is the Ministry Consultant in Diversity at Thrive, a
ministry of the CRC.

Mezzo-Soprano Karen Albert maintains an active schedule
performing with orchestras, ensembles, churches, and on various
concert series throughout the region. Karen’s musical career
combines teaching voice at Calvin University, serving as a choral
resident at Park Church, and singing in the professional choral
ensemble VoxGR.

Music at LaGrave: Keith Getty and Jonathan Rea's worship song God
of Grace as arranged by Tom Fettke creatively intersperses the hymn
Amazing Grace, penned by John Newton upon the occasion of his
conversion following a stint as captain of a slave ship. The words of
Getty and Red’s hymn could be a modern day text of conversion,
exploring the depths of God’s amazing, irresistible, and free grace for
every sinner.

The flowers on the reredos today are given by Matt and Deb Vogel in
loving memory of Al and Eleanor Vogel.

ordinary Time, the longest liturgical season, is a time of spiritual
growth. This second set of Ordinary Time banners and paraments



reflect concepts from Isaiah 12:2-3. With joy we grow spiritually by
being rooted in God’s word. And we come to know more deeply that
the Lord is our strength and our salvation. The banners are hung in the
diptych form but instead of being attached together they are
unattached side by side.

The single candle near the lectern is our Christ Candle, reminding us
of the Prince of Peace and the light of the world.

The August special offering is for Covenant House. Covenant House
Michigan (CHMI) provides shelter and hope to young people aged
18-24 who are experiencing homelessness or victims of trafficking in
Grand Rapids and Detroit. Their mission is to serve all youth who come
to their doors with unconditional love, absolute respect, and relentless
support.

Today

2 & 3s, Nursery & Children’s Worship will be provided today.

Dana and Thomas Mollhagen, Henry Beets Missionaries serving in
India, will give a presentation of their ministry in Fellowship Hall after
the morning service. Coffee and cookies provided.

Young Adult Small Group will be in the Parlor at 6:00pm for our study
of John Piper’'s Desiring God. Text Austin Kanis or email Heidi Glover.

This evening Pastor Manion will preach from Exodus 3:1-15.
Her sermon is entitled “Barefoot on Holy Ground”.

Next Week’s Worship

Next Sunday morning, Rev. Steigenga will preach on Romans 8:18-27,
and his sermon is entitled “Now and Then.”

Next Sunday evening there will be no service in the sanctuary, but
Vespers, an intimate service of scripture, song requests and prayer
requests, will be held in the Chapel. All are welcome. Please park in
the main lot and enter through the west canopy doors for this service.



Upcoming Events

Scan the QR code for more information or to
sign-up

Summer District Coffees
TODAY is the last one — District I: Heidi VanSledright and Aaron Klop

Spiritual Journey Bible Study

Wednesday, September 9, 9:30am

We will begin our season by studying the book of Acts which charts the
birth of the church, a church that still stands today. Call or email Linda
LeMahieu if interested, 616-403-6008, or lindonlemahieu@gmail.com.
Fall Kick-Off

Wednesday, September 9, 5:00-8:00pm

All are invited to this indoor church picnic at LaGrave! Dinner is
provided along with bounce houses, carnival games and the annual
cornhole tournament run by Pastor Jonker. Signup for cornhole online.
Organ Recital

Friday, September 11, 7:00pm

Dr. James Kibbie, professor emeritus of organ at the University of
Michigan, will present a free organ concert. Two of his former students,
Drs. Darlene Kuperus and Larry Visser will join Kibbie in a piece written
for three players. Come for an evening of musical enrichment.

Men's Adventure Weekend

September 11-13

Contact Brent Busscher, brent.busscher@yahoo.com, with questions.
Signups and more information is available online.

Aquastar Lake Cruise

Friday, September 11, 12pm-2:00pm

Calling all seniors! You are invited on a lake cruise aboard Aquastar to
enjoy lunch and connecting with others while cruising Lake Muskegon
and Michigan. Cost to attend is $25. Signups are available online.
Ministry Celebration

Sunday, September 13 at 10:00am

Join us in the Multipurpose Room between the morning services for our
annual Ministry Celebration. Here you can learn more from and sign up
with ministries who are looking for more participants. Refreshments will
be served.

Women'’ s Wednesday Mid-Morning Bible Study
Wednesday, September 16 at10:00am
We will begin our season with a study entitled “Spiritual Warfare” by
Jack Kuhatschek. If you are interested or have questions contact:
Pam Mensonides—pammensonides@msn.com
Jamie VanHekken—jjhekk2@gmail.com
Jenine VerSchure—jenienverschure2@gmail.com




The Mud Room

Saturday, September 19, 5:30-7:30pm

Calling all women of every age. You are invited to paint a project and
enjoy time meeting others from LaGrave. Thanks to the generous Loeks
fund, cost to attend is $10. Signups and information available online.

10 O’clock Hour

Sunday, September 20, 10:00am

Join us for another season of growing in fellowship and faith formation.
Watch the bulletin for details.

Women's Book Club

Monday, September 28, 7:30pm

Join us in the Parlor to discuss The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell by
Robert Dugoni. Get your book at your local library, Schuler Books or on
Amazon.

Heartside Women Who Care

Wednesday, October 14, 5:30-7:00pm

An evening of small collective philanthropy featuring a light supper
and women'’s project presentations by ICCF, Covenant House and the
Downtown Food Pantry at Westminster.

Announcements

Perfume reminder

As you get ready for Sunday worship, please be mindful of the strong
sensitivity many worshipers have to perfumes and other scented
products. Too much perfume might make worship really difficult for
someone sitting close to you.

Small Groups

Small groups are forming for the fall! Meal fellowship groups, a service
group, book studies, game groups, Mahjong, movie groups, outdoor
groups to name a few. Sign up forms with more information are
available at the Welcome Desk or online. Questions? Contact Cindy

at cbusscher@lagrave.org.

Fall Book Study

As we delve into the book of Romans for our fall sermons, we will also
delve into the heart of Christ with a study of Gentle and Lowly by

Dane Ortlund. Christians know what Jesus has done, but this book will
also help us know his heart for us, his people.

Inspirations Youth Art Exhibit

Entry forms and guidelines, are available online and in the MPR. They
are due by September 13. The exhibit opens in the Parlor on September
29. Meet the artists during the 10 O’'clock Hour.



mailto:cbusscher@lagrave.org

Lower Level Project
Thanks to the Loeks Fund and the Benefactors’ Trust Fund, work
continues on several rooms in the lower level.

Lenten Devotional

Meditations are due by the end of September. Meditations should
pertain to the Lenten season. Total word count should be 350-375
words in length. Send meditations to della.landheer@gmail.com.

Fish Bowl

Is there someone on your heart who is wandering from the Christian
faith, has left the faith, or who is not a Christian? The Fish Bowl in the
library is available to receive both new and previous names so we can
be praying for them.

The Lord’s Supper

This fall we will increase our frequency of evening communion
services, usually celebrating it the third Sunday of each month. Come
and be fed at the Lord's table!

Estate Gift

LaGrave Council gratefully reports that a generous gift has been
received from the estate of Dorothy Hofman. As specified, that gift will
be used in the ministry of Henry Beets Mission Society and Christian
Education. We are grateful to Dorothy for remmembering LaGrave in
planning her estate gifts.

Parents of College Age Students

Is your son/daughter away at college or a university? Heidi Glover
would love to have their contact information so that she is able to
keep in touch with them during the school year. Send to:
hglover@lagrave.org or text 616-437-6830.

Middle Schoolers

All those in 6th-8th grades stop for a back-to-school donut in the MPR
today after the service.

LaGrave Dominican Republic Mission Trip April 2027

The deadline for submitting the interest form has passed, but we still
have space. For more info or to express your interest, contact our
Minister of Missions, Stan Kruis (skruis@lagrave.org).



mailto:hglover@lagrave.org

Prayer Concerns

Let us faithfully pray for:

Dan Beimers, who remains at Corewell for treatment of complications
fromm chemotherapy.

Sandra Destrempes, who is hospitalized for tests in Lansing.

Bruce Quinn, who is in hospice care after a cancer diagnosis.

Grace Shearer, who continues rehab at Mary Free Bed.

Ron (Mary) Shoemaker, who is now at the Laurels of Hudsonville for
rehab.

Norma Tinholt, who has returned to her apartment at Sunset.

We extend our Christian sympathy to:

Sharon Lanning, in the death of her husband, Nick Lanning, on
Saturday, August 22. Per Nick’s request, a private graveside service will
be held at a later date.

Scott & Susan Kooistra, in the death of their 17 year old grandson, Luke
Kooistra, on Sunday, August 23.

Please pray for:

those receiving hospice services — Joanne Arnoys, Sylvia Hugen, Bev
VandenBosch, George Zandt

those living with cancer - Jolene DeHeer, Marsha Haan, Jim Krol, Steve
Palazzolo, Lioyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten

those with other continuing needs — Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, Sandy
Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Carole Hoffman, Harris Kiekover, Renee
Kuiper, Dan Molenbeek, Rich & Mamuani Postma, Millie Vriend, Joyce Zwiers

those actively serving in the military — Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek

as members of God’s family, remember the students who have recently
started school and those students for whom school is difficult
academically or socially.

Missionary of the week: Jeff & Julie Bouman, serving in Budapest,
Hungary. Pray for Cohort Europe participants to successfully transition to
their ministry locations for the fall, especially for one cohort member from
India awaiting visa approval.

New Members

Nick Rozema, who transferred his membership from Hanley CRC,
Grandville, M.

Tim & Sue Visser, who transferred their membership from Bethel CRC,
Montana, NY.
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Calendar

Sunday, August 30

Morning Worship 10:00 AM

District 1 Coffee, Parlor 11:00 AM

Missionary Presentation, Fellowship Hall................ 11:00 AM

Evening Worship 6:00 PM

Young Adult Book Study, Parlor .........eiiunnnnns 6:00 PM
Monday, August 31

Executive Committee, Parlor 4:00 PM
Tuesday, September 1

Knitting Group, Parlor 115 PM

Welcoming Committee, PArIOr ... 4:30 PM
Wednesday, September 2

Men’s Morning Bible Study, LLMR ... 8:00 AM

Intercessory Prayer, Chapel 115 PM

Mahjong 102 Class, MPR 6:00 PM

Faith Journey Bible Study, Library ... 6:30 PM

GEMS Counselors, Fellowship Hall...........nerenns 6:30 PM

Chancel Choir 7:00 PM
Thursday, September 3

Ladies Bible Study, Chapel 6:30 PM
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Sunday Volunteers

Assisting This Week: August 30
Security: 10:00: Dave Versluis, Tim Walcott, Zach Kruyf
Greeters: 10:00: Norma Hoeksema, Glenda Buteyn
6:00: Alberta Gordon
Ushers: 10:00: Dave Gebben, Ben DeGraaf, Sam Schat,
Brad Schaap

Assisting Next Week: September 6
Security: 10:00: Doug VanBeek, Gary Palmer, Ben Nagel
Greeters:10:00: Beth Swagman, Norma Hoeksema
Ushers: 10:00: Brad Schaap, Dave Becksvoort, Merv Kamper

LaGrave
Avenue

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

107 La Grave Avenue SE
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503
info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204
www.lagrave.org
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