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 2 

 

Order of Worship 
Morning Worship | 10:00 AM 

Please prepare your hearts and minds for worship with a 
time of prayer and meditation 

 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church. 
Please follow this order of worship carefully as worship proceeds 
without announcement. There are two different red hymnals. The 
Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by bold, italic type. An 

asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who are able.  
We are glad you are here.  

As you worship, please remember to silence your cellphones. 
 

God Calls Us to Worship 

  The Prelude: 
      Sonata for Flute and Piano                        Francis Poulenc 
  II.  Cantilena 
 Blest Be the Tie That Binds                 Heather Sorenson 
 How Lovely Is Your Dwelling              Claude Bos 

  The Chiming of the Hour 

  The Introit:                              
      God, We Sing Your Glorious Praises      arr. Craig Courtney 
     God, we sing your glorious praises as we tell your awesome deeds; you 
 have fashioned all creation, and you meet each creature’s needs. We 
 rejoice in how your people tasted your great faithfulness; graced through 
 every generation, we your mighty acts profess.  

 Lord, we offer you our worship as we celebrate your grace which you 
 shower on your people gathered here and every place. Blessed by water, 
 Word and table, we, your church, now pledge to share grace through every 
 generation in our witness, work and prayer.  .                                      
                            Words: Bert Polman © Copyright 2006, Faith Alive Christian Resources           
                                                                           Used by permission under OneLicense #707908 

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 19 
 For the Beauty of the Earth 
  Verse 5—all who are able, please sing the descant 

*The Greeting 

*The People’s Response: Amen.  

  The Welcome 
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We Humbly Approach God 

   The Call to Confession 
  Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live 
  long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 
    Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases 
  the Lord. Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they 
  will become discouraged. 
  What is God’s will for you in the fifth commandment? 
  That I honor, love, and be loyal to my father and mother 
  and all those in authority over me; 
  that I submit myself with proper obedience   
  to all their good teaching and discipline; 
  and also that I be patient with their failings— 
  for through them God chooses to rule us. 
                      Exodus 20: 12, Colossians 3: 20-21; Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 104 
   
 The Prayer of Confession  

  The Assurance of Forgiveness: 1 John 1: 8-9 

*The Hymn of Commitment: Worship & Rejoice 607 
 Happy the Home When God is There 

 The Pastoral Prayer  

 The Anthem:   

     A Family Prayer                                                Michael McCabe 
 Father of all the peoples of the earth, bless on this day the homes 
 that gave us birth. Some are long past and some we dwell in still; 
 beloved names and faces memories fill. 

 Father of all this family of man, each woman, man and child is in 
 your plan. Lord, may our homes be altars kept for you, where love 
 is shown in all we say and do. 

 God, who ordained that none come here alone but each be loved 
 and cared for as your own, bless those who find themselves alone 
 this day. May your love hold them close to you, we pray. 

 Lord God, within your house we sing today. May your love kindle 
 hearts to love and pray. May we reach out to those beyond this 
 door, that all may find your home forevermore.  
                     Words: Sally S. Robinson © MCMLXXVIII The Sacred Music Press
         Used by permission under OneLicense #707908 
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 The Offering 
*Please sign and pass the Welcome Register found on  

the pew in the middle aisle 

  The Offertory:  
  Happy the Home When God Is There      Gerre Hancock, Emma Lou Diemer 

*The Doxology 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise him, all creatures here below; 
  Praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.      

  The Children’s Message 
 Congregation: The Lord be with you.  
 Children: And also with you.  

God Speaks to Us  

  The Hymn of Preparation: Where is Wisdom to Be Found? 
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 The Scripture: Selections from the book of Proverbs 

 Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction 
      and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. They are a 
  garland to grace your head 
      and a chain to adorn your neck. 1: 8-9 
 Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; 
      pay attention and gain understanding. I give you sound 
  learning, so do not forsake my teaching. For I too was a son 
  to my father, still tender, and cherished by my mother. Then 
  he taught me, and he said to me, “Take hold of my words 
  with all your heart; keep my commands,  
  and you will live. 4: 1-4 
 The sayings of King Lemuel—an inspired utterance his  
  mother taught him. Listen my son! Listen, son of 
  my womb! Listen, my son, the answer to my prayers! 31: 1-2 
  My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline, 
      and do not resent his rebuke, because the Lord disciplines 
  those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. 3: 11-12 
 Start children off on the way they should go, 
      and even when they are old they will not turn from it. 22: 6 
 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, 
      but the rod of discipline will drive it far away. 22: 15 
 Whoever spares the rod hates their children, 
      but the one who loves their children is careful to  
  discipline them. 13: 24 
 The father of a righteous child has great joy; 
      a man who fathers a wise son rejoices in him. 
 May your father and mother rejoice; 
      may she who gave you birth be joyful! 23: 24-25 
 Children’s children are a crown to the aged, 
      and parents are the pride of their children. 17: 6 
  
 concluded with: 
 Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God.  

   The Sermon: Wisdom for Families 

   The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
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We Go in His Peace 

*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 312     (sung to the tune Stuttgart)      
 In Our Households, Heavenly Father  
*The Benediction    

*The People’s Response: Amen. 

*The Organ Amen 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells  

*The Postlude:  
     Prelude in G Major                                              Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
  Rev. Peter Jonker .......................................................................................................... minister 
  Rev. Stan Kruis ................................................................................................................. liturgist 
  Dr. Larry Visser ............................................................................................................... organist 
  Carlos Lemagne  ...........................................................................................................vocalist 
  Mia Ackerman and Carmen Day ................................ Cross and Bible bearers 
 

Carlos Lemagne is originally from Jaguey Grande, Cuba, and has degrees 
in Business-Marketing and Music from Calvin University. Carlos formerly 
worked at the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship and is currently 
Convention Marketing and Editorial Manager at Experience Grand Rapids, 
the official Destination Marketing Organization for the city of Grand Rapids 
and Kent County. While at Calvin, he sang in the Capella and is currently a 
member of VOXGR. We welcome Carlos back to worship at LaGrave. 
Music at LaGrave: Sally S. Robinson’s poem A Family Prayer is a prayer that 
celebrates our earthly homes, a place where love may be shown to family 
members, to those who are alone, and to neighbors far and near, so that 
all may dwell in our eternal home with God. American composer Michael 
McCabe set Robinson’s text to a simple, tuneful melody. During a 20-year 
military career, McCabe studied composition with many well-known 
composers and served for a time at San Francisco’s Grace Cathedral. 
The flowers on the chancel today are in loving memory of Billy Liszewski. 
Billy lost his life very unexpectedly at the age of 17 in the year 2002. August 
12 is his 41st birthday. Billy is the brother of Annie (Tony) Tang, nephew of 
Jim and Jane Elzinga, and cousin of Sarah, Aaron, and Hannah Elzinga. 
While we mourn our loss, it is with joy in our hearts that we celebrate Billy’s 
life on earth and his eternal life in Heaven.   
The August special offering is for Covenant House. Covenant House 
Michigan (CHMI) provides shelter and hope to young people aged  
18-24 who are experiencing homelessness or victims of trafficking in Grand 
Rapids and Detroit. Their mission is to serve all youth who come to their 
doors with unconditional love, absolute respect, and relentless support.  
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2 & 3s, Nursery & Children’s Worship  will be provided today.  
Neighboring Best Practices 
Come to Room 200 at 11:15 for a meaningful discussion of wisdom and 
neighboring led by Tolu, one of LaGrave’s summer interns. 
LaGrave, Covenant House and Art Prize today at 11:15 am 
Join us in the MPR to create tiles for Covenant House's ArtPrize  
submission.  
This evening we will have a service of supper and song. We will sing 
some of our favorite hymns together followed by a celebration of the 
Lord's Supper. Larry and Peter will lead the service, and they will  
include some of the hymns they've written together.  

Today 

Upcoming Events 
Scan the QR code for more information or to 
sign-up 

Next Sunday morning we will continue our Way of Wisdom sermon 
series, a series which looks at some of the wisdom literature in the 
Bible. Next week we will leave the book of Proverbs. Pastor Jonker will 
preach on the remarkable book of Ecclesiates.  
Next Sunday night  we welcome Grant Mensonides to our pulpit. 
Grant grew up at LaGrave and he currently serves a church in Illinois.  

 

Next Week’s Worship 

Summer District Coffees 
Following the summer worship services, the following elder/deacon 
teams will be hosting coffee and treats in the parlor for members in 
their district. Come meet your elder and deacon and mingle with other 
LaGrave members from your district.  
TODAY – District 3: Ruth Bylsma and Barbara Curphey 
August 16 – District 10: Deb Nuiver and Justin Triemstra 
August 23 – District 8: Ben DeGraaf and Robin Hollebeek 
August 30 – District 1:  Heidi VanSledright and Aaron Klop 
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Neighboring Best Practices 
Sunday, August 16 from 11:15-12:00 
Join us in Room 200 for a discussion integrating the catechism and 
John 4, featuring reflective conversations and practical tips for  
building healthy relationships with our neighbors.  
MSYG Pool Party 
Sunday, August 16 from 5:30-7:15 
All students 6th grade through 9th grade are welcome to attend a 
pool party at the Elenbaas’ (check Elexio for address). Pizza and drinks  
provided. Contact Jess Hollenbach with questions – 616-821-3694. 
Young Adult Small Group Kick-Off 
August 16, 6:00pm 
Join us on August 16 at 6:00pm in the Parlor as we kick off our next 
book study, on Desiring God by John Piper. Books will be available for 
$5, text Austin Kanis or email Heidi Glover with questions. 
Cake and Ice Cream Hymn Sing 
Thursday, August 20 at 2:00pm 
All widowed members of the church are invited to a hymn sing and 
devotions, followed by fellowship over cake and ice cream. Sign-up 
online or by calling the church office (616-454-7204) by August 16. 
Loeks Summer Interns Presentation 
August 23 at 11:15am 
LaGrave summer interns, Ashleigh Ponstein and Tolu Afolabi, will  
present a summary in the chapel of their summer activities and  
practical information for community engagement. 
Mingle and Mahjong 
August 26 6:00-8:30pm 
Learn to play Mahjong in a two part class at church. Mahjong 101 on 
Aug. 26; Mahjong 102 on Sept. 2 from 6:00-8:30pm. Cost per class is 
$20. Signup online. Questions? Contact Cindy cbusscher@lagrave.org. 
Men's Adventure Weekend 
September 11-13  
Contact Brent Busscher, Brent.busscher@yahoo.com, with questions. 
Signups and more information available online. 
Aquastar Lake Cruise 
Friday, September 11, 12pm-2:00pm 
Calling all seniors! You are invited on a lake cruise aboard Aquastar to 
enjoy lunch and connecting with others while cruising Lake Muskegon 
and Michigan. Cost to attend is $25. Signups are available online. 
The Mud Room 
Saturday, September 19 from 5:30-7:30 
Calling all women of every age. You are invited to paint a project and 
enjoy time meeting others from LaGrave. Thanks to the generous 
Loeks fund, cost to attend is $10. Singups and more information is 
available online. 
 



 9 

 

Announcements  
Livestream Volunteers Wanted 
Each week LaGrave's livestream helps connect many to our worship. 
We are looking for additional volunteers to assist with operating the 
livestream on Sundays. If you would like more information, please  
contact Jared Mulder at jmulder@lagrave.org.  
Inspirations Youth Art Exhibit 
The Inspirations Youth Art Exhibit is coming up soon, which means it is 
time to start considering the size of finished work and the framing of it. 
Please see the News and Opportunities email for further information. 
Lower Level Project 
Thanks to the Loeks Fund and the Benefactors’ Trust Fund work has 
begun on several rooms in the lower level. 
Calling all men to sing:  All men (7th grade and older) are invited to 
come sing with the men of the Chancel Choir on Sunday, August 16th 
at the 10:00 service.  We will rehearse that Sunday morning starting at 
8:45 in the sanctuary. Please email Rob Hobgood at 
 rhobgood@lagrave.org if interested.  
LaGrave Mission Trip April 2027  
We are planning to send a multi-generational LaGrave Short-Term 
Mission Team to the Dominican Republic April 3-10, 2027! You can 
email our Minister of Missions, Stan Kruis (skruis@gmail.com) to show 
your interest in joining this team. Stay tuned for details.  
Missionary Visit  
Please join us at the evening service on August 16, 2026, to welcome 
Henry Beets Missionaries Josh and Virginia Ham, who will give us a 
brief update during the evening service regarding their work as Bible 
translators in Cameroon, and will provide further details about their 
work after the service in the MPR where a light meal will be served.  
2026 High School Grads/College Students 
If you are a 2026 high school graduate, or a returning college  
student, stop by the Welcome Desk today, Aug. 9, to meet Heidi and 
pick up a goodie bag!   
Lenten Devotional 
Meditations are due by the end of September. Meditations should 
pertain to the Lenten season. Total word count should be 350-375 
words.in length. Send meditations to della.landheer@gmail.com.  
 

mailto:rhobgood@lagrave.org
mailto:skruis@gmail.com
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We praise God for his faithfulness to:  
• Lois Venema, who will celebrate her 94th birthday on Thursday, 

August 13. 
• Joan Elzinga, who will celebrate her 92nd birthday on Friday, 

August 14. 
• Dick VanOverbeek, who will celebrate his 103rd birthday on 

Saturday, August 15.  
Let us faithfully pray for:  
• Oliver Davies, eight-week-old grandson of Paul and Patricia 

Stephenson, who underwent bowel surgery and remains in the 
NICU. Please pray for healing and good digestive functioning. 

• Steve Palazzolo, who is now home and continuing outpatient 
chemotherapy. 

• Grace Shearer, who is receiving rehab at Mary Free Bed. 
• Dave VanderArk, who is receiving rehab at Mary Free Bed. 
• Gerry VanderHart,  who is receiving the services of hospice at 

Trillium Woods due the diagnosis of cancer.  

Please pray for:  
those receiving hospice services – Joanne Arnoys, Sylvia Hugen, Bev 
VandenBosch, George Zandt 
those living with cancer – Carole Hoffman, Dan Beimers, Jolene 
DeHeer, Marsha Haan, Jim Krol, Lloyd Tinholt, Sharon VanHouten 
those with other continuing needs – Sandy Buter, Cloe Ann Danford, 
Sandy Destrempes, Sandy Gronsman, Harris Kiekover, Renee Kuiper, 
Dan Molenbeek, Rich & Mamuani Postma, Millie Vriend, Joyce Zwiers 
those actively serving in the military – Blake Huizenga, Tim VanBeek  
as members of God’s family, remember those who are trapped in the 
cycle of addiction, and those who walk with them. 
Missionary of the week: Tim & Barbara Berends, serving in 
Scarborough, the most ethnically diverse section of Toronto. Ask the 
Holy Spirit to work through them in reaching people coming from other 
nations and worldviews, welcoming them to life in Jesus.  

Thank you: Many thanks to our LaGrave family for your expressions of 
love, sympathy and cards in the passing of our brother and uncle.                                                            
   ~Merv & Becky Kamper, Andy & Karen Kamper, Rachel Rynbrandt 

 

Prayer Concerns 
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Calendar 

Sunday, August 9 
 Morning Worship ...................................................................... 10:00 AM 
 District 3 Coffee, Parlor ......................................................... 11:00 AM 
 Neighboring Best Practices, Room 200 .......................11:15 AM 
 Evening Worship ........................................................................6:00 PM 
 Young Adult Meeting, Parlor ...............................................6:00 PM 
Monday, August 10 
 Pickleball with Heartside Women .................................. 9:30 AM 
 Women’s Heartside Bible Study, MPR ........................... 1:00 PM 
 Council-Elders/Deacons, MPR/Hybrid ........................ 6:30 PM 
Tuesday, August 11 
 Heartside Card-making, Degage ................................... 1:30 PM 
 Christian Ed, Library ................................................................. 6:30 PM 
 Art Committee, Parlor ............................................................. 7:00 PM 
Wednesday, August 12 
 Women’s Bible Study, Library ........................................... 9:00 AM 
 Pastoral Care Orientation, Parlor ................................... 11:00 AM 
 Intercessory Prayer, Chapel ................................................. 1:15 PM 
Thursday, August 13 
 Ladies Bible Study, Chapel .................................................. 6:30 PM 
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Sunday Volunteers 
Assisting This Week: August 9 
 Security:  10:00:  Jon Pastoor, Ike Schaap, Ben DeGraaf  
                 Greeters: 10:00:  Jane Tol, Mark & Kristine Huizenga 
      6:00:  Kathy Verbrugge, Mary Worst 
 Ushers:     10:00:  Marilyn Rottman, Brent Busscher, Luther Ajim,  
                 Kris Andrus  
      6:00:  John Dekker 
Assisting Next  Week: August 16 
 Security:  10:00:  Nate Versluis, Jake Versluis, Steve Hoekzema  
                Greeters: 10:00:  Beth Swagman 
      6:00:  Alberta Gordon, Ana VanderVelde 
 Ushers:     10:00:  Marilyn Rottman, Brent Busscher, Luther Ajim,  
                 Kris Andrus  
       6:00: John Dekker 
                      

107 La Grave Avenue SE 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503 

info@lagrave.org | 616.454.7204 

www.lagrave.org 


