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Our Scripture reading this evening is in Acts 2, the great day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was
poured out on Jesus’ followers, and they started spreading the good news. Before we read that, let’s back up a
few steps.

Jesus had died, was buried, and then rose from the dead. On what seems to be the last day he was
with his followers, he told them this: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). And then
he was taken up from their presence to the right hand of God the Father. That verse tells us about the power
and the purpose. The power is the power of the Holy Spirit. The purpose of that power is to enable them to
serve as Jesus’ witnesses all over the earth, starting from where they were (Jerusalem).

So they waited for the day that would happen. They, about 120 followers of Jesus, were constantly
gathering together and praying. Then the day of Pentecost came. Now, Pentecost was not something new. It
was an Old Testament festival of harvest, also called first-fruits. Jews and converts to Judaism from all over the
Roman Empire came to Jerusalem to celebrate this festival. Let’s read Acts 2:1-13.

Then Peter got up and preached the word. He explained that what was happening had been predicted
by the Old Testament prophet, Joel, many years before. And Peter then recounted what had happened to
Jesus. They unjustly executed him, but God raised him to life again. In verse 36 we read the main point of
Peter’s message. Read Acts 2:36-47.

So this is it, what Jesus promised, that his disciples would be empowered by the Holy Spirit to be his
witnesses. Barriers are already being broken down as people from all over the Roman empire could hear the
gospel in their own languages. We call this the birth of the church. And it was an explosion! There were 120
followers of Jesus, and now 3,000 new ones joined them. Sounds exciting, doesn’t it? And yet think of all the
problems. It’s like having 3,000 spiritual babies that need to be fed and get diaper changes! And only 120
leaders to take care of them. Kind of messy. Can you imagine a new member class with 3000 students?

Jesus’ disciples were being carried by the wind of the Spirit. And this keeps on going as you read
through Acts. There are healings and miracles. The word is proclaimed, and more and more people come to
put their faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord. Lives are being transformed, and barriers are broken down so the
good news can get to more and more places and groups of people. Many problems arise also, and the Spirit
guides them to solutions.

It’s all the work of the Spirit; they were being carried by the wind of the Spirit. And it didn’t stop at Acts
28. The church kept growing and spreading, to the point that by the early 300s it was a force to be reckoned
with in the Roman Empire. The early Christians were being carried by the wind of the Spirit.

Sometimes it’s kind of like that when we read our missionaries’ updates, or they come and visit and tell
us what’s going on in their ministries. We hear about people coming to faith in Christ, churches being planted,
people with no access to healthcare being healed through medical missionaries, abandoned children joyfully
playing sports at orphanages where they are loved and cared for. These missionaries too are being carried by
the wind of the Spirit.

So, would you like to see the Holy Spirit working like this right here and now in our church and around
us today? Pause to think about it! If you’re like me, you probably have mixed feelings about that. On the one
hand, it sounds great and exciting and even adventurous. We’d love to see the Spirit work miracles, heal
people, and bring more people to Christ. On the other hand, we’d like our lives to go smoothly, nothing too
extreme or unpredictable. Are you ready to be carried by the wind of the Spirit?



| want to tell you about how Bessie and | experienced being carried by the wind of the Spirit during
part of our ministry. This was not in the Philippines but in another Asian country that I'll call Macronasia. You
can’t go into Macronasia telling them that you are a missionary. We got in as students learning their language,
and that was our full-time work.

We joined a large church there and soon found out that a lot of Macronasians wanted to join a small
group Bible study in English, but they didn’t have nearly enough English Bible study leaders. So they asked us
to start and lead a new group, and the Spirit led us to say yes. The problem was, they didn’t have Bible study
materials for us to use. Bessie and | each brought one Bible to Macronasia, but no other materials. So we had
to develop materials as we went along.

Our group started growing rapidly to over 20 persons, mostly young adults, as the members invited
friends, co-workers, and fellow students, some Christians and some not. One young lady introduced herself
the first time she came this way: “My name is Sharon. I’'m not a Christian yet, but | want to know how to
become one.” Does that sound a bit like Acts 2:37? After hearing Peter’s Pentecost sermon, the people asked,
“Brothers, what shall we do?” About two weeks later, after several Bible studies with us, Sharon did put her
faith in Christ.

| see more parallels between Acts 2 and our small group in Macronasia. In verse 42 we read that the
believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. In our rapidly growing small group we practiced the same four activities.

The “apostles’ teaching”, that’s in our Bibles, right? So the main activity in our small group was
discovery type Bible study. Each week | prepared a Bible study guide, and then Bessie worked on it to make it
more user-friendly. Once our group grew, we broke up into small subgroups of 4-5 persons. We gave each
person a study guide and asked the more mature believers to lead discussion in the subgroups. That way they
were being trained to lead a small group themselves. It was a great joy to see people reading and
understanding the Bible, many for the first time.

Second, “fellowship.” The Greek word is “koinonia,” and it’s about a deep kind of sharing, sharing life
together. We experienced that right in our small group meetings, and also saw the members caring for each
other, and helping each other with their needs, not only on Sundays, but during the week also. We would also
have fun fellowship activities together.

Third in Acts 2:42 is “the breaking of bread.” This might refer to the Lord’s Supper. Or it may just refer
to sharing meals together. We did that a lot with our group. Sometimes we started our group by eating lunch
together in the food court. Sometimes after our Bible study we went out for supper together. Sometimes we
shared a meal in our apartment or someone else’s apartment. Eating together is an important part of the life
of God’s people, and we do a lot of that here at LaGrave too.

Fourth, they were devoted “to prayer.” Here’s how we practiced prayer in our small group: First, at the
end of the Bible study in the sub-groups, they shared their prayer requests and prayed together. We also gave
each person a small piece of paper and asked them to write down what they wanted to thank God for, and
what they wanted others to pray for them about. Then one person collected all these papers with the prayer
items, brought them home, typed them, and then sent them out to the whole group by email. That way we
kept praying for each other during the week, and we really saw God answering our prayers.

Now in Acts 2:47 it says that new believers were being added daily. We didn’t quite experience that
daily in Macronasia, but our group members kept bringing new people, and we did see quite a few come to
faith in Christ. They needed to be baptized, so we started a preparation for baptism class that went for about 6
weeks. Then they all needed discipling, so we did a discipleship class for about 10 weeks.

And some amazing things were happening. During holidays, many of them went to their families in
their hometowns. They asked us, “Now that we are followers of Jesus, what are we going to tell our parents?”
We mostly encouraged them to be humble and to show it more in their lives than in their words. One group
member, I'll call her Jane, her mom was a member of the government party, which pledged atheism. So, Jane
was rather nervous when she went home. She decided to attend a church in her hometown on Sunday. Her



mom asked her where she was going. When Jane told her, her mom said, “Oh, | want to go too,” and she did,
just out of curiosity.

If we had time, we could tell you more amazing stories. We really were being carried by the wind of the
Spirit and felt that in very real ways. How do we know this was the work of the Spirit? Well, three ways:

First, we had decided that we would not initiate doing any ministry (especially because we were in full-
time language learning). So, we knew that all this was not our idea, it was the Spirit. One thing led to another.
They asked me to train small group leaders, coach some of their preachers in their sermon preparation, give
them our Bible study guides so other groups could use them, help them plan sermon series, and they asked us
to show them how to do Advent candle lighting, which they had never done before.

Second, we realized that all this was beyond our capacity, beyond what we could humanly do. It was
really what Paul wrote in Eph. 3:20, that God enabled us “to do immeasurably more than we could ask or
imagine, according to his power at work in us.” It had to be the Spirit.

And third, it continued after we left. We trained some leaders, and the Spirit continued working in and
through them. They were carried by the wind of the Spirit. We praise God for those few years in Macronasia!

So, how can WE be carried by the wind of the Spirit here and now? Perhaps the prior question is, do
we want to be? As we noted earlier, the work of the Spirit is exciting and fruitful. But it can also be pretty
disruptive. Being carried by the wind of the Spirit sounds good, but we’re afraid we might get carried away!

Let’s clarify our analogy here. It’s one that Pastor Peter Jonker mentioned in a sermon not long ago,
the sailing analogy. We are in a sailboat. The Spirit is the wind that moves the sail, which moves the boat. But
we need to open the sail to catch the Spirit’s wind. What is that sail? It’s faith. Faith is the sail that catches the
wind of the Spirit and moves us. But how does that happen?

It happens mainly through prayer. What was the main thing Jesus’ followers were doing between
Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost? “They all joined together constantly in prayer” (1:14). And after the Spirit was
poured out it says that “they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking
of bread, and to prayer.”

Now we all pray every day. But do we do it together constantly? Are we really devoted to prayer?
What would people around you say that you’re devoted to? By looking at you, looking at me, what would
other people say we're really passionate about and committed to? You see, this will take not just ordinary
prayer. It takes intense, fervent, disciplined, constant prayer. It will take fasting along with prayer.

You see, in devoted prayer we have deeper communion with God, and get in tune with his Spirit. As we
pray “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” we will know more clearly what his will is here and now on
earth; what he wants done, and how we can be involved in it. That sail is getting spread out and set, and the
wind of the Spirit catches the sail and moves the boat. We start doing what God wants done, in the power of
the Spirit.

We will get nudges from the Spirit, and we’ll have the faith to act on them. Do you get these nudges?
Like, take some time to go over and chat with that neighbor, just ask that person what she needs prayer for,
and pray with her, walk over to the people over there by Degage, and just chat with them, maybe that person
needs some help, just go over and check the situation out, those people need God’s Word in their lives; invite
them to a Bible study

It could be that you find yourself disturbed about some issue of justice, about a group of people that
are being treated unjustly. Ask God what he wants you to do about it. It could be to join others that are
already dealing with this issue, or write a senator or congressional representative about it, or just talk with
people involved to learn what’s really going on.

When we are in tune with God through prayer, we'll have the faith to act on those nudges with the
wisdom and strength of the Spirit moving us and guiding us.

| don’t know about you, but there are all kinds of barriers in myself that stop me from acting. | feel
inadequate or fearful. It might be embarrassing. | have other priorities. Or | just don’t want to complicate my
life. Do you feel that? Well, once we really get in touch with the heart of God through intense prayer, the wind



of the Spirit will come and blow those excuses and hindrances away and use us in ways that we would never
guess. (I’'m preaching to myself here, not just to you.)

Now, let’s try tweaking the sailboat analogy a bit. For some, prayer not only opens the sail of faith to
catch the wind of the Spirit. It could also be the boat that moves with the wind. This is especially for you if
prayer is your particular calling. You may be called to longer times of prayer in solitude and with others. This
could be true especially for you if you are elderly and limited in terms of other ways you can serve.

For example, consider this habit, watch the daily news on TV or listen to it on the radio or internet.
Take some notes on the issues in the news. Then after the news program is finished, turn it off, and
immediately pray about the issues in the news. You could do this alone or with your spouse or with other
prayer partners. This could be a powerful way to see God working in the world.

Whoever we are, whatever our gifts, strengths, weaknesses, and limitations, God wants to use us as his
mission agents in this world. As we fully surrender ourselves to him and truly devote ourselves in prayer, we
will experience being carried by the wind of the Spirit. Amen. ©Rev. Stan Kruis



